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On JUMJune 2I, I96011801960 , 138198 Barrow.rowrow&. duckdude huntershuntan turned themselvesthemalWl owroverow* , to federalfedereI gampmgame*. wardenW8Iden HarryH8nY PinkhsmPinkhamPlnkh _ ., afteraltaraltar-
Pinkham

after-
PinkhamPInkham andend anothereno1her officeroffice, arrested two menm.nmn. for shooting migratory waterfowl out of season . The resultingmultlng furorfuror-
Is

furor-
isbIs remembered Clearly eighteen yearsyean later . Rev . John ChambersChamben photo

. DuckDuek-AA- .

k
.'

L'hunting
x
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unII-
evxntingcontroversyMcontroversyM (!evxn.

%ntrovntrovsy-sysy.- reviv
w S/S/

ANCHORAGE-OnceANCHORAGEOnce-- again , the federal-FishfederalFishfederalFishfederal -, Fish and WildlifeWilWildlifefe ServiceService-
will

Service-
willwill attempt to enforce the Migratory Bird Treaty ActActwhich, which forbidsforbids-

duck
forbids-

duckduck , swan and goose hunting between JanuaryJan ary 1I and August I .

Last week', boxes of waterfowlw terfowl shot nearneatnear1' Bethel were seized at thethe-

request
the-

requestrequest of FishF1Sh.a'ndF1Sh.andF1ShandFish-andFishand,
.- and' WildlifeWildlifeYofficersYofficers-YofficersYofficersThe.officersofficers.

;-,. The waterfowl
'

were'shotwereshot' byby-

Native
by-

NativeNative hunters who werewere reportedrep rted tot have'charteredhavecharteredhave ' chartchartredcharteredred aircraft'aircraft to thethe-

village

the-

villagevillage from Bethel for the hunt . Local reports say that the huntershunters-
did

hunters-
diddid - took scheduled mailmaUmarl both .not charters-hutchartershutcfiarter-butcfiarterbutcharter--butcharter,-- flights bothwaysways

The change in policy was announced.announced. by Gordon Watson , outout-out-

going
¬.-

going area director of the UJ5U.sUs. . Fish and Wildlife Service , and isis-

claimed
is-

claimedclaimed to be a result of complaints by pilots and sports huntershunters-

who
hunters-

whowho felt NativeswereNatives-wereNativeswereNative _-were gettin special treatment .

"ThisThis" is the first time we'veweve' made such a stand ," Watson isis-

quoted
is-

quotedquoted in the Anchorage Daily News . However , the action brings toto-

mind
to-

mindmind the famous Barrow duck hunting case of 18 years ago .

On.nn<>. May 20 , 1960 , a Barrow Eskimo named Tom PikokPikokwaswaswas-

arrested
was-

arrestedarrested fotfor shooting three geese out of season . Shortly afterwards ,
then State! Representative John Nusunginya of Barrow was appreappre-¬-
hendedapprehendedwith a duck in his possession .

. Two days later ., 138 Barrow hunters turned themselves in to thethe-

federal
the-

.federal
the-

federal-federalfederal.federal-. game wardenswardenseachwardens.eachwardens-eachwardenseach, -eacheach-. with aa'deadadeada' dead duck in one hand , and aa-

signed
a-

signedsigned statement that it was shot out of season in the other .
"TheThe'The"' furorfuror'thatfurorthat'"' thattha arosearoserose following the demonstration was one of thethe-

hottest
the-

hottesthottest in1.the1theihe.thethe.. history of Alaskan politics . AfterMter several monthsmonths, , allall-

charges
all-

charges
'-

against
a-

gainst
'-

against
a-

gainst'charges against the Barrow hunters were dropped
.

by the U.SUS. . DeDe-DeDe-

partment
De-

partment
¬-

partment of Justice .

Since then , the Fish and Wildlife Service has had an informal polpol-pol-

icy
pol-

icy
¬-

icy of ignoring out-of-seasonoutofseason-- -- waterfowl hunting by villagers . ThereThere-
has

There-
hashas

"-

never
n- ever."
never beenben a test of the duck hunting issue in United StatesStates-

courts
States-

courtscourtscourts-courtshowever;
.- however , a Canadian judge in 1963 uledruled( that in a similarsimUarsimUa-

rsituation
similar-

situationsituation , the international treaty between Canada and the UnitedUnited-
States

United-
StatesStates .improperlyimproperly.. infringed-infringedmfqngedinfringedon-, on Canada'sCanadas' trust responsibilityesponsibility to itsits-

own
its-

ownown NativeNafive population .,

The BarrowBarrowduckarrow -duckduck.duck-.. case was one of the firstfust issues which promptedprompted-
thethe organizationorganzation of Native non-profitnonprofit- associations in the north in thethe-

early
the-

earlyearly sixtiessixtiesleading, -leadingleading- up to the Land Claims movement a few yearsyears-
later

years-
laterlater . '

Central to the Native point of view in this dispute is the fact thatthat-
the

that-
thethe waterfowl protected by the Migratory Bird Treaties (betweenbetween-
Canada

between-
CanadaCanada , MexicoMexio , and theU.S.aretheUS.aretheUSarethe.U.S.atheUS.atheUSathe.U.SaretheU.Sare,. . .)._ e never present in Alaska when theythey-
are

they-
areare in

_
season.asonason.

. AlsoAlsoSC?, the birds in question are not endangered species .
EskimosE s assert thatth t theytey

,
need to take ducks and geese for food inin-

the
in-

the, thethespringspringspnng, .

No
springNo

citation has been issued by Fish and Wildlife yet inin' the BethelBethel-
case

Bethel-
casecase . A federal investigator arrived in BethelBethel.onBethelon.,. on Tuesday , May 30 ,

to begin an investigation . A spokesman for Nunam Kitlutsisti , thethe-

environmental
the-

environmentalenvironmental protection arm of the Association of Village CouncilCouncil-
Presidents

Council-
PresidentsPresidents , said that Norman Cohen , a Bethel attorney ,. had beenbeen-
hired

been-
hiredhired by AVCP to represent the two hunters in the matter .
, TheTh ' investigation willwilt attempt to determine the circumstancescircumstances-
surrounding

circumstances-
surroundingtThe(!surrounding the incident , said public affairs officer Bob Stevens ofof-
the

of-
thethe Fish and Wildlife Service , including whether the hunters shouldshould-

be
should-

bebe considered subsistence hunters or participants in the cash econo-
my

.,.econoeconoecono-econo-
my

-¬-

my . Investigators will "looklook'look"'' at the pbvious things ," according toto-

Stevens
to-

StevensStevens ,. "suchsuch" as where they live ,. what kinds of jobs they have . "

AfterMter ameetinga'meetingameetingw' withwith-withAVCP'.- AVCP representatives in December of 1975 ,

formerfonner area director Watson.,. issued an informal statement of FWSfWS-
policy

FWS-

policypolicy which recognized legitimate subsistence needs for ouj-of-sea-oujofseaout-of-sea-outoujofsea-
son

outofsea-
son

ououofsea-of-sea-ofseaofsea-
son

-- - -

son waterfowlw terfowl hunting . In orderor er to avoid putting enforcement ofof-of-

ficers
f¬.-

ficers in a moral bind , the Service simply did not send officersoffic rs toto-

certain
to-

certaincertain rural areas during the spring duck huntingpunting "seasonseason"" ," StevensSteveosSteveos-
explained

Stevens-
explainedexplained . "WeWe'We"'' couldn'tcouldnt' .askask. them tot just turnturn their backs on viovio-vio-

lations
vio-

lations
-¬-

lations they observed ," he saidsald .

"FromFrom" now on , however , if we see violations we will issue citacita-cita-

tions
cita-

tions
¬-

tions ., It is up toto the U.SUS. . Attorney to decide whether or not toto-

prosecute
to-

prosecuteprosecute . We will investigate each incident and make a recommenrecommen-recommen-

dation
recommen-

dation
¬-

dation based on the circumstances of the personpef$ n taking ducks oror-

geese
or-

geesegeese illegally ." According to Stevens , if the Service determines thatthat-
the

that-
thethe hunter does not actually need to hunt for food , because he hashas-

an
has-

anan adequate cash income to supportsJIPport his family , consideration willwllwll-
not

will-

not
!

not be given to cultural reasons for the violation . "ViolationsViolations" shouldshould-

be
should-

beforbebeforbe-forbefor-forfor-. life-sustaininglifesustaining- purposespurpo sJ,.
not for culture-sustainingculturesustaining- purposes ,"

he said . "ViolationsViolations"VV" olati ns of triethetij MigratoryMigra.tory. Bird laws are not the way toto-

preserve
to-

preservepreserve culture ."
" . ,

The word from Bethel&ththBetheYl& llsIs that AVCP and the attorney for thethe-

hunters
the-

huntershunters are attempting fbtof demonstrate that the peoplepepple involvedvolred werewere-

within
were-

withinwithin the scope ofof-theofthe- the 1975 statement by WatsonWats n relating1a .inging
.

to subsub-sub-

sistence
¬.-

sistence users . "TheThe" birds were taken by people whpwhQwho areare parttart,) of anan-

'extended
an-

'extended"extendedextended'extended'"' family system in Bethel and the outlying villages . AlsoAloo ,

the report that they charteredchat1.eredchat1ered
.

in and out off BethelBethBethell, isisJ,falsese ., TheyThThey-

used
yy-

usedused scheduled mailplane flights ,,"' said Harold SparcksSpacks of NunamI4unamNunam-

Kitlutsisti
I4unam-

KitlutsistiKitlutsisti in Bethel.. ,

"WeWe" also want tot make it clear ," said Sparcks , "thatthat" AVCP doeidoesdoes-

not
does-

notnot believeb Uev
"

this hasbas anything to do with the issue of federalfederaloversightoversightoversigh-
tof

oversigh-
tofTitleYllofof-Title-YllofTitleYlltfitlfriVH.Title-NII.TitleNII.TitleTitleNII.- -- , of the D-2D20.202.-- bill . AVCPAVCP still firmly supportsupports* Section 70570705-

ofof thet e HouseHoUseversionversion of the D-2D20.202.- bill ."


