
North Slope Boroughroagh firstfirst-
eders

first-
elderselderseders_ conferencecOlferenc

by MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-

Elders

BAUMAN-

EldersElders fromfrQm the Eskimo vilvil-vilvil-

lages

vil-

lages

¬-

lages-lageslagesdottinglages -. dottingdQtting Alaska'sAlaskas' NorthNQrthNQrth-

Slope
North-

SlopeSlope are as concerned as everever-
about

ever-
aboutabout effectsffectsbffects of offshore oiloil-

development
oil-

developmentdevelopment on marine wildlifewildlife-

and
wildlife-

andand would like 'toto'to see it haltedhalted-

until
halted-

untiluntil there are guarantees againstagainst-
damage

against-

damagedamage
.

.

That was one ofQf the strongeststrQngeststrQnges-
tstatements

strongest-

statementsstatements totQ emerge Friday atat-

Barrow
at-

DarrowBarrowDarrow , as the elders conferencecQnferencecQnference-

sponsored
conference-

sponsoredsponsored by the North SlopeSlSlope-

Borough
pepe-

BoroughBorough woundw und up a five-dayfivedayfiveday-
session

--
-- sessionsessiQn .

"TheyThey"" know forfQr sure that oiloil-

kills
oil-

killskills wildlife and they are veryvery-

concerned"said
very-

concerned"saidconcemed"saidconcemedsaidconcerned"saidconcernedsaid," Ernie *,' FranksonFrankson-
whQ

Frankson-

whowhowhQ is chairman of the BoroughBorough-

commission
Borough-

commissioncommission on ancestry and culcul-cul-

ture
cul-

ture
¬-

ture . Frankson told thehe TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimesTimes that the elderseldef$ discusseddiscussed-
the

discussed-
thethe changing migrationmigratiopmigratiot{ patternpattern-
of

pattern-
ofof bowheadbQwhead whales and felt thatthat-

oil
that-

oiloil spills mightmigqtmight'bemightbe"bebe"' e one reason forfor-

the
for-

thethe gradual westward movementmovement-

inin the bowheads ' travels ,. '
TheTho elders knowknowknowthat-thatthat'that-'- an inin-inin-

crease
in-

crease
¬-

(

crease in populationpopUIation can causecause-

this
cause-

thisthis , that the bowheads'towheadstowheads' can bebe-

shQved
be-

shovedshovedshQved away from their habitathabitat-
by

habitat-
byby development ,. but theyey feel ,.
that oiloU spills may figure in thisthis-
movement'tQo

this-

movementmovementmovement'tQomovementtQo'tootoo' too, Frankson said .

ArmedAiMed with invitationsinvitations fromfrontfront-
the

from-
thethe .NorthNorth.,

. Slope BoroughBorQugh ,. orQror-

sponsorship
'-

sponsorship
s-

ponsorship
' sponssponsorshiprship 'fromfrom'' locallocalgQvern, governgQvern-gQverngovern-gQvern-
ments1

govern-
ments

¬-

ments1mentsments ?;' the elderseldeis came fromfrom-

Kaktovik
from-

KaktovikKaktovik ,. Anaktuvuk"Anaktuvuk" Pass ,. PointPoirttPoirtt-

Hope
Point-

HopeHope ,. NuiqsutNuqsutNuigsutNu qsut , Atkasuk , andndnd-
Wairiv

and-

WainwrightWairivWainwrightrlght .' to(00to( join relatives atat-

Barrow
at-

BarrowBarrow, who were their.their.thth. ir hostshosts-

foftho
hosts-

forfor'theweekfortheweekfofthofor'thoweekweek .
'

InuitInuit history from beginningbegimijngbeginning-

All,/ AllAU aspects of the , InuitIn\itInit\} his-hishis-

tdry
-.'

tdrytoryt ry ononthe, the
'

arctic slope wereweredisweredii-werediiweredii-
cussed

, dis¬.-
cucussedcussede , includingcl1,1cl11;, g the majormajor-
cussed

major-
cussedcussed ,. includinginclu ing the majormajor-
mQvements

major-

movementsmovementsmQvements ofofcommunitiescommunities as

they'they
.' arere today , Frankson said .
r'rWe'WeWe<We discusseddiscussed the geneologygeneQlogygenealogy ofof-

the
of-

thethe people , village relationships ,

land ue inventoryinventQry , hunting onQnQn-

land
on-

landland and on the ocean , trapping ,

foodfOQd and clothingclQthing preparation ,
ice movements , survival techtech-tech-
nJques

tech-
njques

¬-

niquesnJques , andmd identificationidentificatiQn of oldold-
tools

old-
toolstools and clothing preparation ,

he said .

"AndAnd" we found we have thethe-

same
the-

samesame stories as Native((Native ) peoplepeople-
all

people-
allall overove . AlaskaA1a ka ," aboutabQut the hishis-his-

tory
his-

tory
¬-

tory of ourQur land , he said .

The conferencecQnference sought to gogQgQ-

back
go-

backbickback totQ the beginnings of thethe-
history

the-
historyhistory of the land and the peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

¬-

ple , usinguS1g archeologicalarcheQlogical data toto-

back
to-

backback up o"raloral6ral"ral historyhistQry .

Much oCtheof-'theof'thetheof-' the history ofQf thethe-
Inui

the-

InuitInuitInuiInuit people is found , of course ,

in the songs and dances perper-per-

formed
per-

formed
¬-

formed at the potlatches andand-

this
and-

thisthis tootOQ was part of theth elderselders-

conference
elders-

conferenceconference . To round out thethe-

schedule
the-

scheduleschedule , the commission onon-

artcestry
on-

ancestryancestryartcestry and culture also inin-inin-

cluded
in-

cluded
¬-

cluded filmsrJlms in the eveningevening-

programs
evening-

programsprograms .

"TheThe" people really enjoyedenjoyed-
the

enjoyed-
thethe entire week ,." FranksonFranksQn said .

RegionalReSfonal .historyhistory., gathered atat-

the
at-

thethe conferencecQnference wfllwill have manymany-
uses

many-
usesuses , not the least of which isis-

inclusion
is-

inclusioninclusion inih the school program ,

FranksonFranksQn stated . To followfollQW upup-

on
up-

onon what historical informationinfQrmationinfQrmation-

was
information-

waswas learned at thistis session , anoano-ano-
ther

ano-
ther

¬-

ther elders conference will probprob-prob-
ably

prob-
ably

¬-

ably be sponsored by the BoBo-Bo-

rough
Bo-

rough
-¬

rough next year , he said .


