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InIn June ,,' J975'aJ975a1975'i1975iJ97S ,,'" '

bOlbill waswaswaspassedpassed by.thejbythejbyhbythe),. Alaska LegislaLegfs1a-Legfs1aLegisla-Legfs1-

at
Legisla-

ture
¬-

turetre (SenateStnateSenate .BfllBfll.BillBill. 35)35) to endnd the'' centralizedcentr 1iz d AIaska'State-AIaska'StateAIaskaStateAlaska'State-Alaska'StateAlaskaStateAIaska'Sta-
teO

Alaska'State-
Operated

Alaska 'State-StateState-

Operated
-

OperatedeiatO dSchooIJdSchooIJstem!''SdiooLSystem-'SdiooLSystemSdiooLSystem'SdiooLSystem'The' School , Systemstem .-, 'TheThe' statestatew8s'dividedstatew8sdivided
.
: wasass "divideddivided"' 'intointo' into-

regional
t9t9-

regionregionregionall. educational
" . attendance areasareas . (REAAsAAs ), eacheach-

operating
eacheach-

operatingoperating under,, locallylocally-locallyelected"- elected , boardsbo rdsjrdsjAs;' As of ' July,,
1976 , twenty-onetwentyone-- school boards took over most of thethe-
duties

the-
duties
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duties of running the schools in their regions . TheTh.&,
greatestgreatstgreat st single reason for the new act was to give comcom-com-
munities
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munities
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,
PrProgramgram,, plus the averageaverag-

eamounto: amountvofmountofamounto;;, f locallocarlocal-localcontributions
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ject
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'jectjecttoject .',,,toto'approvaltoapproval'- approval
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boncemingconcerning'toncemtngtoncemtngbonceming'given'additigivenadditional.: " general SchooliChooltchool : operation .; It, may be given
'additiadditi'additionalnal dutiesduties-dutiesby-;;by the bpardboardb ard ..;'; There is ' an administra-administraadrninistra-adrninistraadministra-
t'torjwho'is
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nd"' denominational schoolsscloolssc }ooh will be discussed .
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IreInIriIre AlaskaAtask thereth re ' are 43 elementaryeem) ntary day schools operoper-oper-

ated
oper-

ated
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ated
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byb the :,
, BIA . In addition , there is one high schoolschool-

with
school-

withwith .boardingboarding.,
' facilities at Mt . EdgecumbeEd ecumbe . TheseThese-

schools
These-

schoolsschools are funded 'andand'andstaffed'and staffed by diethethe federal governgovern-gover-
nment

govern-

ment
¬-

ment.. EnrollmentEnrolbpent is limited to Native childrenwhochildren.who,. livelive-

in

live-

inin communities with BIA schoolsschools-schoolsChildren.- . Children from otherother-

conununities
other-

communitiescommunitiesconununities , such as
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those withwithwithnono high school , cancan-

attend
can-

attendattend BIA schools
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, byb arrangementarrangementwitht with-with.- th the state .
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no 6therother facultiesfacilities . The state 'nreimbursesrefiribursesnibuises BIABI', forfot'thehfotthehfot'thehe-
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education .
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Under the Alaska Constitution ,. .education.iseducation.iseducationis.

education ;,. .
is. theth jobjqbJq ;
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of the state ,. government . BeforeBefore'statehood'mostrurBeforestatehoodmostrurstatehood'statehood' ;.,'mostmost.rural-

r
mostrural-
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schoolsschools in AlaskaMaska were operated by. thepIAtheBIAIthe ,
,
;
BMA ;:,,.

Many.BIAManyBIAMany.BI4tManyBI4tManYMany.BI4t-

schools
.. B ]:

schools have continued because the state hasas notnOJ had thietheta.,

money tdto do the job inineveryevery.evcyevcy,..evcy1llase,{ ' vfllagei\1llase1llasevillage\ ;;
10*10SeyeralSeveralSeyeralSeveraI
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aa-

schoolsschools have been turnedtumed overover to the state orr totto cityitYcity'andcityandcity'and-
borough

and'and'and-

borough
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borough school districts when'when' thethothethestate.
, state.orstateorstatstate .,

orr districts havhevghevg-

agreed
v?
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agreed to take over school programs . ; AA'1962A1962' 1962 agreementagreemeagreement-
between

dd-

betweenbetween the BureauBUfeau and the State ofo.A1asJCa'recogntzeso.A1asJCarecogntzesoA1asJCarecogntzes(Alaska. ' recognizesrecognizesrecognizesal4al"a-

ldutyduty of the BlABIABI to remain until its schoolssc ooh cancn bebtie-btiebeyebtiep-

laced
bey e-eep-

laced
re-rere-

placed
-

placed adequately . . . 1,*?"
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The longstanding policy of the Bureau is JoitoJOtoeliminateeliminatee1hninatee1hninate-

its
eliminate

-

its education functions when the Native "' students itit-

serves

it-

servesserves can be educated in the state systemsystem . But the BIABfABIA-

believes

.
believes it should continue operating a school1sch90Jschool'untilschooluntil'.'

.
untiluntO , aa-

lo
a-

locallocalloal community wants it to withdraw . A current federCeder-Cederfeder-Ceder-

al

feder-

al

¬-

al policy of self-determinationselfdetermination-- allows tribal andarid villagevillage-

groups
village-

groupsgroups to assume control of BIA education programsprogramsprograms-
and

programs-
andand functions by contracting with therrfthem'" under the Inin-inin-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian Self-DeterminationSelfDetermination- and Education AssistanceAssistance'ActAssistanceAct'ActAct' .
Each BIA school has an advisory board whichwlchchr'cancanr'cnnm-

ake
cancan-

makemake suggestions and recommendations to thefile staff.
How this board affects curriculum ,. personnel , and evaluevalu-evalu-evaluevalu-

ation
evalu-

ation
¬-

ation of academicacademacademcc standards varies accordingaccordhig ' toto thethe-
school

the-
school

.

school ,. its principal , and the interest of the communityconuriunitycomrtwnity ;.. '
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