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OVTVSA5A PROTESTSP T ST CLOSURE
Local Guide AppealsAppeals-
Military

Appeals-
MilitaryMilitary Closure ofof-
Large

of-
LargeLarge Sporting AreaAreaH-

y
AreaR-

yHyHIRy' MEHVMERV MULLINSMULLINS-
U'II

MULLIN-
SUniversityUniversityU'IIUII' verslty off AlaskaAlaska-

Fairbiuiks

Alaska-

FairbanksFairbiuiksF8IrlUlkFairbanks)! sportsmen are protesting a newnewamegarni1/ameamegame/: regulationregulatIO-
ncoslIIg

regulation-

closingclosingcoslIIg! ana)! area to huntinghuntmg andWId trappingtrnpplng because of military renr-rr-
searchand

-¬

searchsearchandsl'arch-andsl'archslarchandsearch-andsearch' -and possibly describingdescrtbmg the wrong area .

The regulationreg'llahonregllahon' createscreatps thetll(' Delta Creek Closed AreaArpaArpa-

"That
Area-

"That"ThatThat" portionportlOl1purtiou of UnitlJllIt 20 lyingIYlIlg withinwltlun 5IiIimIles5milesmiles of Delta Creek ,

from its headwatersIwadwalPrs north to thetile boundaryhoundary of the militarymlhtary reserrillier-rillierreser---¬

vationvatlon ( closed to all huntinghuntmghuntmg-

wid

hunting-

andandwid trappingtrapPlIIg ) . " The areaan)1Ian1I) isIS-

aoout
is-

aboutaboutaoout 100100milesmiles southeastBOuthelist ofof-
F81rbwlks

of-
FairbanksFairbanksF81rbwlks andImd 35:1111N5:,' miles southsouth-SOlisouth-

west
th-th-th-

west
¬-

west of DeltaDellll Junction .

The requestrl'questrlquest' for thetiledie closedcloHedcloHed-

area
closed-

areaarea waswits made by thetile army .

The justification wasWIIS that thetiletile-
military

the-
militarymilitary would beIw conductingcondudmgcondudmg-
research

conducting-
researchresearch inIII the area and thatthat-
the

that-
thethe researchresearchwouldwould be hamperhmnpel-hmnpelhamper-hmnpel-
cd

hamper-

ed '-¬-

edcd by publicpubltc entry . The exactexact-
type

exact-
typetype, of0factiactivityVI ty to bebeconductconductconduct-conduct-
ed

¬-
ed there was classified , andwidmidwid-

was

mid-

waswas known only to JamesJmnesJmnes-
Brooks

James-
BrooksBrooks , director of the AlaskaAlaska-
DIvIsIon

Alaska-
DivisionDivision of Game .

The Tanana ValleyVaHey SportsSports-Sports-
men's

Sports-
men's

-¬-

men'smens' Association , acting onmm-
the

on-

thethe complaintcomplmnt of guideguide'RobertguideRobertguide'Robert-
Elliot

' RobertRober-
tElhotElliotElhot , hashils sent a letter to thethe-
Attorney

the-
AttorneyAttorney General.cneracnera('. ! asking himhim-

to

him-

toto rule that suchsuchaa closure isIS-

beyond
is-

beyondbeyond the powerspOWl'rspOWlrs' of thethe-
Board

the-
BonnBoardBonn! of FishFishandand GameGrune . ElEI-EIEl-ElEI-
Itot

El-
liot

¬-
liotItot , whose guiding business

IS bnspdbased IIIm tillthe' area , has ul-ulal-alu-
lready

al-

ready
-

ready sent a complulntcomplaint to thlthethe-

Commissioner
'

'omnliSSlOneromnliSSlOnerCommissioner(' of the FIshFIshanrlFishandanrlandanrl-
Game

and-
CameGameCame DepartmpntDepartment ,

WulWaltertel' Klrk-KlrkKirk-KirkKlrk-
n

Kirk-
n

-
nn\nns,\ ,rJs .

The TVSA andulld Elliot arearparp-

clllInung
are-

claimingclaimingclllInung thattlmt the Board doesd<does-
not

)(> HH-

notnot havehaV(' thetlH' power to grahtgraMgrantgraM-
thp

grant-
thethethp useusp of landImld to thethp militarynulttarynulttaryI-

II

military-

litinIIIlit avoidanceavoldancp of the properpropprproppr-
wlthdruwal

proper-
withdrawalwithdrawalwlthdruwal procedureprocedul'lprocedull'' . No apnpup ¬.,

plicationphcaltonph calton has beenhppn mademadp for aIII-
Iwlthdrawul

a-
withdrawalwithdrawalwlthdrawulwlthdrawulorwithdrawaloror a useUSl' permit ,

cordingconhngcoaling to the Fairbanks ofof-ofof-
fice

of-
fice

¬-

fice of the Bureau of LundLandLand-
Mana3ement

Land-
ManagementManagementMana3ement ..

When questionedquestloned on the reroro-
quest

re-
quest

¬

quest , military spokesmen atat-
Fort

at-
FortFort Greely commentedc.ommented. : "ThisThis"This-
is

"
is18 not a newly closed area .

This area is withinwlthm the FortFort-
Greely

Fort-
GreelyGreely reservation and doesdoes-
not

does-
notnot go Outside of the reservareserva-reservat-
ion

reserva-
tion

-¬-
tion .

"ThisThis"TillsTills" area is in the impactImpuclImpucl-

Contnu.d

impact-

Continual( Contnu.dContnudContinualContnu.donContinualon, . on PoPape. . 8)8I )

A"



Land Closure .
( ContinueContinualCon'lnuConlnu' . Ironfrom, PagPallPapa. 'll'II'1)1)1-

)zone
)

zone of Fort Greely and acac-acac-
cess

ac-
cess

-¬-
cess to this area has beenbeen-
granted

been-
grantedgranted mlitin the past consistentconsistent-
only

consistent-
onlyonly withwithtest,. teattest retirementsreJIirementsrequirements( .
Effective 1 SeptemberSeptember'l966Septemberl9661966' aa-
telt

a-
teattestteltteat! series wllwlllwill) begin and enen-ene-
ntl

en-
try

¬-
trytl)' willwillnotnot be granted intointo-
this

into-
thisthis area . "

The military addedaddaddedd that allall-
testing

all-
testingtesting would be done withinwithin-
the

within-
thethe present reservation andand-
tllut

and-
thatthattllut no new land would bebe-
withdrawn

be-
withdrawnwithdrawn .

AAcheckcheck with localloct Fish andand-
Game

and-
GameGame Department officialsofficials-
showed

officials-
showedshowed that they interpretedintoJlJretedintoJlJreted-
the

interpreted-
the '(the regulationregul atian toIP meanmellll that anan-
area

an-
areaarea southBOUsouthofththofof the military rere-re-res-
ervation

re-
servation

¬-

servation would be closedcloserl.
Maps of the areaarelt show that aa-
lJlajor

a-
majormajorlJlajor sourceOurce! of Delta CreekOeekOeekI-

S
Creek-

isis the Trident Glaciercnacier , whichwhich-

isis18 shownsbown ending a mile and aa-
half

a-
halfhalf withinWI thin the reservation .

However , a Branchranchofbranchofranch of thethe-
creek

the-
creekcreek extends beyond thethe-
boundury

the-
boundaryboundaryboundury , and severalseveralsmallsmallsmall-
streams

small-
streamsstreams flow into the glacier .
In additionaddi tiQIJ , the glacier hashas-
retreated

has-
retreatedretreatedretreatedsincesince thathethe.lI\apsthe.lIapsthe.lIthelIaps.maps\ werewere-
drawn

were-
drawndrawn, and part of the streamstream-
may

stream-
maymay bbbebd formedCormed outside the ire-re-re'-

IDI'Vation
re-

Rervation
-

'IDI'VationIDIVationRervation.,',ervation .

Tending to support the bebe-be-be-
Iier

be-
lief

¬-

liefIier that the area described isIs-
o.lteide

is-
outsideoutsideo.lteideolteide. the reservation is thethe-
Cact

the-
factfactCact that thisthi s closuredosure is unun-unun-
necessary

un-
necessary

¬-
necessary if the area desireddesired-
Isis withinWI thin the reservation . TheThe-
military

The-
militarymilitary reservationreservauon is entireentire-entire-
ly

entire-
ly

-¬-
ly under the control of thelhelhe-
army

the-
armyarmy ,. and they can bar accessaccess-
without

access-
withoutwithout help from any statestate-
agency

state-
agencyagency .

Acting4.ctmg4ctmg. opOfon' the probabilityVrohabtyprohebrlityVrohabty-
that

prohebrlity-
that

!!
that the regulation coverscovers-
public

covers-
publicpublic lands , the TVSA hashas-
written

has-
writtenwritten to the State AttorneyAttorney-
General

Attorney-
GeneralGeneral , askingBaking him to exerexer-exer-
cise

exer-
cise

-¬-
cise his powerpower'topowerto'toto'to void illegali1Ieeali1Ieea-
lacts

illegal-
actsacts of the BoaixlBoard of FishFiah andantianti-
Game

and-
GameGame ., They base their claimclaim-
that

claim-
thatthat. the closure is illegalIllegalononon-
the

on-
thethe theory that the Board isis-
supposed

is-
supposedsupposed to make rulesrutes toto-
provide

to-
provideprovide protection and reasonreasreason-reason-
able

n-nna-
ble

¬-
able harvestharves! ofofwildlifewildlifewi Idlife, andand-
.not

and-
not.notnot.. to provide land for milimili-milimili-
tary

mili-
tary

-¬-
tary research .

Robert Elliot has asked the.hehe.he-
Commissioner

the-
Commissioner

!.
Commissioner of Fish andand-
Game

and-
GameGame to provide anIUan emeremer-emer-
gency

emer-
gency

-¬

gency open season inIII thethel-

1I'ea
the-

areaAttorneyGeneralareal1I'eal1Iea' , 1nin> n case the Attorney
General does not overrule thethe-
closllre

the-
closureclosureclosllre. KirkneaaKlrknessKirkness hashus indictindica-indicaindiindica-
ted

ca-caca-
ted

--
ted that he willwillconsiderconsider thethe-
request

the-
requestrequest , especially sinces n e thethe-
information

the-
informationinformation presentedpresenteppresentepwaspresentedwaswas notnot-
available

not-

availableavailable at the boardboardmeetboardboardmeetmeetmeet-meet-
ing

meet-
ing

-¬-

ing .
The FairbanksFBlrbanks member ofof-

thethe Board ,. EugeneEug\l1eEugl1e\) Miller , hashas-
statedelatedstated thatthat,,, after thinking thethe-
mattermatter over, he agrees thatthat-
thethe action of the board waswas-
tootooPo! hasty. He has safdsardsaid thatthat-
he

that-
hehe has learned from'romrom!' tlietllethe exex-exex-
perience

ex-
perience

-¬-

perience , and suggests that aa-
fullfull explanation beblidlidrequiredrequiredrrequired-
for

quiredquired-
forfor future board actions .


