
Tlingit Indian Singer
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Richard DickDrclt

TALENTED INDIAN COMPOSERCOMPOSER-

SINGS

COMPOSER-

SINGSSINGS SONGS IN OWN LANGUAGE
By HOWARD ROCKROCK-

Times
ROCK-

TimesTimes EditorEditor-

"When

Editor-

"Wien"WhenWhen"WienWien" IISlllgIsingsingSlllg , I put mvmy lifehfehfe-
IOto

life-
intointoIOto it, " saidSllid Richard Dick , auu-

TlInltlndlun
a-

TlingitThngitTlingitTlIn/ltlndlunTlInltlndlun/( Indian livinghvlO !,: in Skag-SkagSkag-
way

Skag-
way

Skag-
way

---
way .

RichardIhchard DickDIckISis mimlan excepCXCPP-CXCPPexcep-CXCP-
PtlOnally

excep-
tionally

¬-
tionallytlOnally finefinp guitaristgU\tarlgUtarl\ t who aft-aftab-abati-atiaft-

many

ab-
on.pm

ati-
omp

--
<,, on.pmonpmomp. i". cs, s tnhthi , lirirtruncrltrirtruncrlt-
with

S tru'HdittruHdittru'Hdit-
with

' ,

with hIs dcppdeep , resonant 1han-hanhan-
tune

11'1-11'111111'-
1lone

>' -

lonetune voice Sillsinginggill 8 bOnlssongsbOnls-
mnny

songs-
many

{
manymnny of whichwillch arare ones blhehe-
composed

'
composed himselfhlmsplf.

"OneOne" day , I heard thethe-
'VOIce

the-
'Voice'VoiceVoice' of thetile Andes ' inIIIin whichwhIch-
thf

which-
thethethf' Aztec IndiansIndluns wwere< SlOg-SlOgsing-singSlOg-
IIig

sing-
ing

--
ingIIig theirtJwlr religious songs ,"
DickDicksUldDicksaidsaidsUld . "II"Inotlcl'd"Inoticed" 1 noticednotlcl'dnotlcldnotlcl'danoticeda' a cerCPI-CPIcer-CPI-
talll

cer-
tain '-¬-
taintalll beat likeIlkI' the Tom-TomTomTomTom-TomTomTomTom-
beat

TomTom-
beat

-Tom
beat thattllllt helpedIll'lp.dIlllp.dIlllpdIll'lp.dnhelpedme' . men\nnII\{' toII ) arrive11mI'I11mIIarrive-
at ' 'atnt the s'ylesyleslyllstyle' ' andami beatI )( > at ofofIIIIofmymvIIIImymy-

gongs '""

"OOgongs" /: .

ri' ntoluintoluiuiI"-

L

I-

L

, UKui( ". . . Jrhr, rya"'MM' , IIn.t-IIn.tiivit-iivitIIn.t-
l'd

iivit-
ed

, . -
edl'dld' to JuneouJunl'allJunlallJuneau' to singsllIg atlit thetlwtlw-
.JuH'anixHlllu

the-
.JuneauDouglasJunoau-bouglasJunoaubouglas.JuH'an-ixHlllu.JuHanixHlllu.JuH'anJuHanixHlllu.Juneau-Douglas.JuneauDouglas.JuneauJuneauDouglas. ! ' -- { HighIhgh SchoolSchool-
toto heinhelnhero raisenilSI' fundsfund " for thetillthe-

Co '
( Co(on"edonedon"edonn". . ". ". . . ddonon P09Page' 5)5)



Tlingitllingit Indian Singer . . . .

(Can.ln.dCanln.dCanlndContinued. . . Iramfrom PagPage. 1)1))

Tlmgit-HnidaTlmgitHnidaThngit-IlaldaThngitIlaldaTlingit-HaidaTlingitHaida-- Central Council ..
"II"' 'II' sang songs in TlingitTlingitI-

Wlguage
Tlingit-

languagelanguageIWlguage . My people heardheard-
me

heard-
meme andWId I could see tears in1in-
theirthenilieutheir eyes . They understoodwderstoodwderstood-
whdt

understood-
what

!

whatwhdt I was singing about, " hehe-

s8ld
he-

saidsaids8ld. "YouYou" see!; ee , they don'tdontdon't-
al.ay

don't-
alwayo

'
alvaal.ayalayalwayoalwayohave*. > o" have theuppiirtumtyth"uppurtullltythuppurtullltytheuppurtunity" tuIvtoIv-

hear
to-

hearhear theirIllelr languageI\nguagpInguagp\) usedut.dutdut.dInusedin! ( . inIn-

songs
in-

songs
,"'songs .

Dick said that TlmgitThngITlingitTlingit-
dances

!

dances are ddneJned9ne&, ne with chantschwltschwlts-
wld

chants-
andandwld drums without wordsoords butbut-

costumes
but-

costumescostumes tell thedie stonesstories .

"AA"A dancer may do the dancedance-
of

dance-
ofof the bear withWI th the approappro-appro-
priate

.¬-

priateprlate costume as well asas-
danccs

as-
dancesdancesdanccs of the wolf , raven ,

killer whale or anyMY animalanImalwewewe-
have

we-
havehave inm thethc Southeastern , "
he said .

Richard Dick is somethingsomething-
ofof a8. comedian also ., Hefie11 (' singssmgssmgs-
"Don't

sings-
"Don't"Don'tDont" ' Be Cruel " in TlmgitThngItTlingitThngIt-
language

Tlingit-
languagelanguage a laIs Elvis PresleyPresley-
slmulabng

Presley-
simulatingsimulatingslmulabng the well knownknown-
movements

known-
movementsmovements of the famousramoufamous-
singer

ss-
singersinger . This performanceperformance-

usually
performance-

usuallyusually brings down thethe-
house

the-
househouse.

The TlmgitTlingit singer is aa-
member

a-
membermember of theSkagwajtheSkagwtheSkagwa3 troupe ,

"DaysDays" of 98 ," that performsperforms-
forfor touriststuUIlSts during the touristtounsttounst-
season

tourist-
seasonseason inIII the famousfamous hihistorichistorict-
own

stoneston cc-
towntown .

"NotNot" takingtakmg it away froifromfrom-
the

from-
thethe group , butrut I sometimesomebmessometimessomebmes-
steal

sometimes-
steal

.,

steal the show at our perforperfol-perfolperfor-perfol-
mances

perfor-
mances '--¬mances *, '. he said .

"ArisingArising" from his excelexcpl-excplexcel-excpl-
lent

excel-
lent

¬-

lent performances , DickDickISisIS-
constJmtly

is-
constantlyconstantlyconstJmtly being encouragedencouraencouraged-
by

dd-
byby numerous tourists tellingteltelling-
him

hnghng1-

11mhim111m that he "waswas" wastingwasung hishis-
bme

his-
timetimebme " and that heIK, should gogo-
"big

go-
"big"bigbig" time " likehke in a city sfofsf-
Las

of-
LasLas VegasVpgas .

After the tourist season isIS-

over
is-

overover in Skagway , the singer isIS-
planmng

is-
planningplanningplanmng to come to FairbanksF81rbl1l1ksF81rbl1l1ks-

With

Fairbanks-
withwith the idea of preparingpreparmg aa-

program

a-

programprogram for the Alaska 6767-

Centennial
67-

CentennialCentennial..
"II" want to joinjom the MusiMusi-Mus-

ician's
Mus-

ician's

¬-

cian'scians' Union there and try toto-
become

to-
becomebecome a professionalprofessionalalsoalso . II-

feel
I-

feelfeel that my chances would bebPbP-

better
be-

betterbetter there because you havehave-
aa union , television andandrndlOandradioradiorndlOrndlO-

statIOns

radio-

stationsstations , " helie saidsal(!..

Richard DICk IS a hugphuge TIIII-TIIIITim-TimTIIII-

glt
Tim-

git
-

gltgit IndlMIndian SIX foot four IIIclll'sIIIclllsInchesIIIclll'-
stall

Inches-
tall 'talltall.. lie works IIIIn Bumm'rBummrsummer(' ty-tyty-

IIlg

ty-

tng
-

IIlgtng up tour ships 110mfrom May toto-
the

to-
thethe middle of OctobPrOctober .

"rr"II" do pretty wellwellconsldelwellconsiderconsldel-consldelconsider-considerconsldel-
mg

consider-
ing '--ingmg the time IIworkvv-

He
work , " he said .

He hashus been miimeumarried aimandana nanhashas-
two

has-
twotwo children , Gilbert , 161fi , andwIdmidwId-
rnga

mid-

ingaIngarnga Betty , 17 , who liveIlvP withWIUIWIU-

IhIm

with-

himhim.
HeIlllie' was bomborn inIII AiigoonAngoon inIIIII-

IlQ251125lQ251925 . Helie moved to SkagwavSkugwavSkagwaySkugwav-

In

Skagway-

inin W44lQ441444 . HelieIle was withwilli thetbthe-
Army

('

Army EngineersEnglRccrs duringdunn ! WorldWorld-

War

World-

WarWar II .

Richard DickDicksmgbDicksingssmgbsings hisluIll ,,

songs in EnglishEnglishWIdEnglishandandWId TlmgitThnwLTlingit-TlingitThnwL-
Asked

Tlingit-
Asked

-.

AskedAskedwhywhy he sangBang inIII TlmgitTlll1gItTlingit ,.
1he "isweredisweredWlsweredansweredWlsweredInansweredin" in hisIUB did'CpdCpdeep(>'ep , rc-rcre-rerc-

"I

nre-

sonant
--

sonant vOIce ',

"II" did it to convince m\mmym-

people
m-

people
m-

ypeople
\

people thatthut it could be donedone-
My

done-
SlyMySly people have beenbeL'llbeLll' tlirowmgthrowmgthrowingthrowmg-
away

throwing-
awayaway somethingsomethlRg that is veryVl'ryVlryVl'ry-
rICh

very-
rich 'richrIChInin our culturecui lure . "


