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PLAN GOES AWRYAWRY-
TheThe projected Economic DevelopmentOevelopment AdministraAdministra-Administra-

tion's

¬.-

tion'stions' plan to installinstallcoldcoldcoldstoragesstorages in a score or so vilvil-vilvil-

lages

vil-

lages

¬-

lages has apparently gone awry due to lacklackofofofadequateadequateadequate-

electric

adequate-

electricelectric power in those villages . These communities ,

therefore , are losing the opportunity that wouldwouldenableenableenable-

them

enable-

themthem to store quantities of perishable fishfishandand gameQlmeQlme-

they

game-

they
!

they couldcoulduseuse for subsistence or to processproc/lSSproclSS/ their fishfish-

products

fish-

productsproducts for marketing . One of the obstaclesobstaclu is that thethe-

Rural

the-

RuralRural Electric Association is not interested in financingfinancing-

village

financing-

villagevillage power plants because itft is not feasible economieconomi-economi-

cally

economi-

cally

¬-

cally .

During the past four years , approximately ;, the EskiEski-Eski-

mo

Eski-

mo

¬-

mo fishermen around the SewordSewiJrdSeward Peninsula have beenbeen-

selling

been-

sellingselling their annual fishfishcatchescatches to buyers and theythey-
have

they-
havehave foundfoundoutout that the sales were hardlyhardlyworthworth thethe-

trouble

the-

troubletrouble . DuringOuring that period ,. the fish buyers have beenbeen-

paying

been-

payingpaying the Eskimo fishermen 3535centscents each for chum salsal-salsal-
man

sal-
mon

¬-

monman that weigh 7 to 10 pounds . It has been saidsai d thatthat-

thi

that-

thisthisthi s same fishfishcancan be sold in Anchorage for 2323centscents perper-

pound

per-

poundpound . Under this price setup , some of the Eskimo!: skimo fishfish-fish-

erman

fish-

erman

¬-

erman have earned $1.0001.0001000$1,000{$1,0001000,. per year or less for selling allall-

of

all-

ofof their catches . As a result , they have suffered throughthrough-
the

through-
thethe winter from lacklackofof dried fish for their own use asas-

well

as-

wellwellwellasas for dog food for their teams . They probablyproboblyprobobly-
would

probably-
wouldwould have been better off if the fishermen dried theirtheir-
fish

their-
fishfishfishcatchescatches for winter use andandsoldsoldsoldsomesome of it for cash .

DriedOriedOriedsalmonDriedsalmonsalmon has soldsoldasas highhighasas $1.001.00100$$.. per fishfi sh ,. al01al-alal-

though
¬.-

though this price might be somewhat inflated .

TheTileTh Ei'nimosEinimosEskirmrosEi ' im s of NorNoh.eslerroNoheslerroNorthwestern;:iliwestern. and WesternWeslern AlaskaAlaska-
areare becomingbecomingmoremore andandmoremore aware that their fishfishandandand-
fi

and-
fishfishfi sh products are the most promisingpromi sing economic potentialpotentipotential-
they

010-
1theythey hovehave available . The fish they catch is of finefine-
quality

fine-
qualityquality and is muchmuchsoughtsought after in fishfishmarketsmarkets . TheThe-
glaring

The-
glaringglaring discrepancy here is that the Native fishermenfishermen-
areare paid farfor below what their fish is worth . One doesdoes-
not

does-
notnot have any quarrelquarrelwiquarrelwithwithwi th the buyer'sbuyers' need to make aa-
reasonable

a-
reasonablereasonable profit , but one shouldshouldalsoalso consider thethe-
needs

the-
needsneeds of the NativeNotive fishermen to make reasonable livingliving-
wages

living-
wageswages andandwhowho , at the present time , have no protectionprotectionf-
rom

protectionf-
romfrom marketing associations,. fishermen'sfishermens' unions or coco-coco-

operatives
co-

operatives
¬-

operatives .

Due to thisthi s lacklackofofofprotectionprotection , our Native northernnorthern-
fishermen

northern-
fishermenfishermen are being exploited . This exploitation shouldshould-

dnerve
should-

deservedeservednerve a hard look by appropriate state and federalfederal-

agencies

federal-

agenciesagencies . Native associations shouldshouldalsoalso take a hardhard-
look

hard-
looklooklookatat it to explore ways ofofcorrectingcorrecting the discrepandi.s.crepan-dis.crepandi.s.crepandiscrepan-di.s.crepan-

cies
discrepan-

cies
. ¬-

cies so our fishermen can benefit from a goodgoodresourceresourceresource-
that

resource-
thatthat is already available to them.


