
GrueningGrueriing Asks forfor-
Claims

for-
ClaimsClaims LegislationLegislationI I

I,

(Editor'sEditorsEdtar'sEdtars, ' Note : Senator ErEr-ErEr-
nest

Er-
nest

¬-

nest Gruenuig'sGruenuigsGruenurg'sGruenurgs'' release bebe-bebe-

low

be-

low

¬-

low , came outoul simultaneouslysimulfaneouslysimulfaneously-
with

simultaneously-
withwith the Tundra Times leadlead-
story

lead-
storystory last week min which thethe-
ArCtic

the-
ArcticArctic Slope Native Asxocia-AsxociaASRocia-ASRociaAssocia-AssociaAsxocia-
tion

ASRocia-
tion

Associa-
tion

--
tion tooklook exceptionecl'ptioneclptione;> ' to thethe-

Senator's
the-

Senator'sSenator'sSenators' stand on NativeNative-
land

Native-
landland claims . The Associa-AssociaAssocia-

To

-.

tlOntion strstatedstatedin.tedtedInIn part :
". .. .. To furtherflUther refute SenSen-Sen-

atar
Sen-

ator
¬-

atoratar Gruening'sGruenings' statementsstatements-
Ihat

statements-
thatthatIhat landlCUldlandclaimsclaims retard thethe-

state
the-

statestate , let him look at Tyonek .

Hereflere nativenatil'enatile' communalcommunalcapitalcapitalcapital-
has

capital-
hashas been put to u.seuseIjse4se.

to benebene-bene-
fit

¬-.
fit the entire state . . .

.
". . . The native, as longlong-

as
long-

asas he remains landless , mustmust-
therefore

must-
thereforetherefore remain taxless ; andand-
being

and-
beingbeing deprivedde rived of his land byby-

the

by-

thethe Federal Government , it isis-
the

is-
thethe responsibility of the govgov-gov-
ernment

gov-
ernment

-¬-
ernment to either recognizerecognize-
his

recognize-
hishis landlandclaimsclaims so they maymay-
become

may-
becomebecome taxable orar provideprovide-

lhe

provide-

thethelhe best of01 educationaledueational facilifacili-facili-
ties

facili-
ties

¬-

ties for him in lieu therethere-there-
of

there-
of

-¬-

of. . ." >)

s. r. r.r-
WASHINGTONWASHINGTONWASINGTON , May 13 -

Senator Ernest Gruening ( D-D-D-
Alaska

D-
Alaska

D-
Alaska

-

Alaska) is asking the InteriorIntenorIntenor-
Deparbnent

Interior-
DepartmentDepartmentDeparbnent to draft legislalegisla-legislat-
ion

legisla-
tion

-¬-

tion whichwlwhichwouldchchwouldwouldwouldascerlatnwouldascertainascertainascerlatnascerlatn-
the

ascertain-
thethe validity of claims forfor-

lands
for-

landslands in interior Alaska byby-

Alaskan
by-

AlaskanAlaskan Natives .. The senasena-sena-
tor

sena-
torannounced

-¬-

tortorannouncedannounced today the legislegis-legis-
latIon

legis-
lation

¬-
lation will be introduced byby-

him

by-

himhim in this session of ConCon-Con-
gress

Con-
gress

-¬-

gress as soon as it is drafted.

TheThesubjectsubject was raised byby-

Senator

by-

SenatorSenator Gruening in a meetmeet-meet-
ing

meet-

ing

¬-
inging today of the SubcommitSubcommit-Subcommit-

tee
Subcommit-

tee
¬-

tee on Indian Affairs of thethe-

Committee

the-

CommitteeCommittee on Interior and InIn-InIn-

sular
In-

sular
¬-

sular Affairs , ofofwhichwhich he isIS-
a

is-
aa member . The meeting waswas-

attended
was-

attendedattended by CommissionerCommissIOner-
Robert

Commissioner-
RobertRobert BennettBenneu'. Former SenSen-SenSen-

atDr

Sen-

ator

¬-

atoratDr Arthur WatkmsWatkins , chiefchief-
commissIoner

chief-
commissionercommissIonerisstoner of the IndianIndian-

Cl8lms

Indian-

Claims " thethe-

pnnclpal
the-

principal

* u "LiaimsCl8lmsClaims Commission , wwas
pnncipalpnnclpalprincipalpnnclpalwiprincipalwitnesswitnesswi ness! .

SenatorScnatDr GrueningGruenmg announcannounc-announc-
ed

announc-
ed

-¬-
ed his intentionmtcnbon to seek toto-

ascertain
to-

ascertainascertain the validityvahdl ly ofof-
those

of-
thosethose claimsclallns in Alaska whichwhich-

he

which-

hehe had' ' prevIOuslyviously discusseddiscussed-
With

discussed-
withWith CommissIOnerjissioner BennettIWnnetL ,.

"ItIt.It". is my hopeho.pe. ,
" SenatorSenator-

Gruenlng
Senator-

GroaningGrueningGruenlngGroaning saidsald"thatsaldthatsaid"thatsaidthat, "thatthat" we cancan-
estabhsh

can-
establishestablishestabhsh their validity basedbased-
onon occupancy and use and aa-

settlement
a-

settlementsettlement based on a transtrans-trans-
fer

trans-
fer

-¬-

fer of some land and a partialpartial-
financial

partial-
financialfinancial award may be obob-obt-
ainable

ob-
tainable

-¬-

tainable . As CommissionerCommissIOne-
rBennett

Commissioner-
BennettBennett hadhashag correctly stated :

'II' don'tdont' think land in andI\IIdIIId\ ofof-
Itself

of-
itselfitself is a solution to thethe-

problem

the-

problemproblem of the Native people .

I so publiclypubliclystatedstated it at aa-
meet.ing

a-
meetingmeetingmeet.ing. . . .aboutabout. three oror-
fbur

or-
fourfourfbur weeks ago ..'"''In the views expressedexpressedIIIexpressedininIIIII-
Ithe

in-
thethe report of the CommitteeCommiteeCommitee-
on

Committee-

on
!

on InteriorIn tenor and Insular AffairsAffmrsAffmrs-

on

Affairs-

onon the nomination of CommisCommis-Commis-
sIOner

Commis-
sioner

-¬-

sioner Bennett , SenatorSenator-
Gruening

Senator-
GrueningGruening attacked an1\11111\ existeXIst-eXIst-
Ing

exist-
ing

¬-
ing policy of the Bureau&JreauJreau& ofof-
IndIan

of-
IndianIndian AffairsMfairs to block thethe-
State

the-
StateState of Alaska'sAlaskas' landlandsecclandselecselecse\cc-seccselec-secc-
bon

selec-
tion

\-¬-
tionbon program authorizedauthonzed byby-

the
by-

thethe Statehood ActAct-
To

..
To date ,. he recorded , thesethese-

objecbons
these-

objectionsobjectionsobjecbons by the Bureau ofof-
Indian

of-
IndianIndian AffairsMfairs have paralyzedparalyzed-
action

paralyzed-
actionaction on 13 selections totaltotal-total-
IIIg

total-
ing

¬-
ingIIIg 15,6681566815,668IUB15668IUB15,668IU815668IU8, , 1f8( acres.. Helielie-
said

lie-
saidsaid it appeared to be bureaubureau-

policy
bureau-

policypolicy to block all otherother-
selecbons

other-
selectionsselectionsselecbons in the same man-manlIan-lIanlIan-
nero

man-
ner

] -
neroner .

Senator GruemngGrtlCnlngGruening pointedppointed-
out

intedinted-
outout that this InteriorIntenor DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

Depart-
ment

¬-

ment policypohcy impeded thethe-
State's

the-
State'sState'sStates' program and developevelop-evelopdevelop-develop-
ment

evelop-
ment

-¬-
ment as well as the possibipossibi-pOSSIpossibi-
lity

bl-blbl-

lily
¬-

litylily of establishing IndianIndian-

claims
Indian-

claimsclaims , and recommended1't'commended1tcommended' thatthat-
this

that-
thisthis obstructiveobstructivaobstructi va procedureprocedure-

cease
procedure-

ceasecease and that legislationlegislal.j.onlegislalj.onlegislaljon.. totDtD-

ascertain
to-

ascertainascertain the validity of thethe-
claims

the-
claimsclaims be introducedtntrodcedtntrod ced withoutwIthout-
further

without-
furtherfurther delay .

In aa.. subsequent meetingmeeting-

with

meeting-

withwith Commissioner Bennett.,

Senator Gruening saidBmd thatthat-
he

that-
hehe would try to secure a comrom-romeom-eomrom-
biQabon

eom-
bigation'of

¬-

binationbiQabonbigation'ofbigationof' of land and financialfinwlCialfinwlCia-
lsettlement

financial-
settlementsettlement..
settlement"If"IfIf" the bill is introduced m111in11-

1the

in-
thethe near future ,,"" he told thethe-

commissioner

the-

commissionercommissioner ,, "wewe" can holdhold-
hearings

hold-
hearingshearings on it in Alaska atat-

the
at-

thethe close of the 80th8C\th8Cth\ ConCon-Con-
gress

Con-
gress

¬-

gress and try to get the lele-lele-
gislation

le-
gislation

-¬-

gislation enacted early in thethe-
next

the-
nextnext Congress . "

At the hearingsheanngs on thethe-
nomination

the-
nominationnomination of BennettBen\1ettBen1ett\ mIIIinII-
IApril

in-
AprilApril , Senator GrueningQueningQuening-
qUoted

Gruening-
quotedquoted a statement in the rere-rere-
port

re-
port

-¬-

port of the President'sPresidents' ReRe-Re-Re-
view

Re-

view

¬-

view Committee on PlanningPlanning-
forfor Alaska headed by JosephJoseph-
IIII11 . FitzgeraldFttz rald , as follows :

"WesternWestern" Alaska , the landland-
west

land-
westwest of Anchorage and FairFiliI-FiliIFair-FiliI-
banks

Fair-
banks '-¬-banks , and north from BristolBrlstDlBrlstDl-
Bay

Bristol-
BayBay to the Arctic , is thethe-

home

the-

homehome of the Aleuts ,. EskimosEskimos-
and

Eskimos-
andand Indians. ThisThl s is a landland-
wIthout

land-
withoutwithout a foothold inm the 20th20th-

century
20th-

centurycentury , whilewlule other areas ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska not inhabitedmhabi ted by InIn-InIn-

dians
In-

dians
¬-

dians and Eskimos havehave-
moved

have-
movedmoved ahead."

Senator GruehingGruening followedfollowed-
this

followed-
thisthis by quotingquobng from a letterletter-
rece

letter-
receivedreceivedrece ived from a formerIbnner resiresI-resI-
dent

resi-
dent

¬-
dent of that region , anl1liart AthaAtha-Atha-
bascan

Atha-
bascan

¬-
bascan Indian , who hadhud beenbeen-
living

been-
livingliving in Los Angeles . SheShe-
wrote

She-
wrotewrote as follows: "II" have rere-re-re-
cen

re-
cently

¬-

centlycen tIy returned from a twotwo-
weeks

two-
weeksweeks ' vacationvacabon in11\11\11AlaskaAlaska .

After an1111 absence of ten yearsyears-
II find the culturecui lure is 100 yearsyears-
bchmd

years-
behindbehindbchmd . "

Senator&onatoronator& GrueningGruenlllg continuedcontmued :

"ThisThis" is the most serioussenOURsenOUR-
problem

serious-
problemproblem that Alaska facesfa ('(> s .

It is not just anWI Indian probprob-probl-
em

prob-

lem
-¬-

lem , it is anall Alaska problem .

NothingNothmg thatLlJat weI"eIe" canCIcap! do inIn-

other
in-

otherother fields to improve ourour-
economy

our-
economyeconomy , to progress accordaccord-accord-

mg
accord-

ing
¬-

ingmg totD conventional termstenns ofof-
what

of-
whatwhat progress means , cancan-
QUickly

can-
quicklyquickly cope with thisthlB probprob-probl-
em

prob-
lem

-¬-

lem because of its long nene-nene-
glect

ne-
glect

-¬-

glect ,. and because of itsits-
special

its-
specialspecial character ..""

The senator said he hopeshopes-
that

hopes-
thatthat hishi B proposals to thethe-
Bureau

the-
BureauBureau of IndianIndi an Affairs andand-
his

and-
hishis purpose to sponsor remereme-reme-
dial

reme-
dial

-¬-
dial legislationlegtslatIon may tend toto-to-to-
ward

to-
ward

-¬

ward a solution of this "mostmost"ITostITost"ITost-
senous

"most-
serious

" ,

senousserious problem " and furnishfurnish-
relief

furnish-
reliefrelief to the Native populapopula-popula-
bon

popula-
tion

-¬-

tionbon of interiorlllterlor Alaska .


