Revolving Fund Increase Sought

The Department of the In-
terior has recommended that
Congress increase to $2 mil-
lion the revolving fund that
provides loans for expert as-
sistance o Indian tribes that
have filed claims before the
Indian Claims Commission.

The Department has pro-
posed an amendment to in-
crease by $1.1 million the
present fund which was es-
tablished under an Act of
November 4, 1963. The fund
now provides $900,000 for
loans to Indian tribes or
groups that lack funds to se-
cure expert services, other
than counsel, in the prepara-
tion and trial of their claims.

As of March 1, 1966, the De-
partment reported, loans total-
ing $800,404 had been approv-
ed, and new loan applications
totaling $444,706 were pend-
ing against the $99,596 bal-

ance available. An estimated
35 tribal Broups that are ex-
pected to need similar finan-
cial assistance may apply for
an’ additional $1.5 million,

the Department estimated, he-

cause the loan is
$47,000.

Recognizing  the revolving
feature of the fund, Depart-
ment spokesmen pointed out
that a number of factors pre-
clude sizable repayments on
the outstanding loans for
several years.  Such repay-
ments are usualiy made out of
judgment funds.

Where Indian land title must
be determined and the ser-
vices of historians, anthro-
pologists, and ethnologists
required, the loans may be
outstanding for an estimated
five to seven years.  When
title has been determined, ap-
praisals of land, minerals,

average

and timber may delay repay-
ment from judgment funds for
three to five years.

Progress of claims cases

'nluy be further delayed by the

adverse actions  of  pagties
other than the petitioning In-
dians: by the need to dispose
of issues on overlapping Jand
interests; or by the appeal of
Indian Claims Commission de-
cisions to the Court of Claims.

The Department of the Inter-
ior believes that the proposed
increase in the loan  fund
would expedite the settlement
of pending claims.



