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tttt-
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Dear Mr,. BennettBennettl;:
There is 0o' ,matterhotter ofofellofexex-exex-

treme
ellex-

treme
-.

tAlaskantremeeme urganCyurgencyurgan y confrontingcQnJrontlng AlAIAl-Al¬.-
askanoskan MotivesNatives today ., It iIs annn-
ancient

an-
ancientancient problem of immenseImmense-
proportions

immense-
proportionsproportionsproportionsandandandcomplexitycomplexity-complexitycomplexity-
ana

complexity-
and

complexity-
and

-
anaand itsIt .. solution.olutianolutian. isi , vital toto-
the

to-
thethe furtherlurther development of ifiethethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople andandreandresourcesresourcesre sources of thethe-
Clntl

the-
entireentireClntl " stateSotote . ThisThi s is the unun-unun-
settled

¬'-
settledsettlednaturenature of titletitl . to Eslci-EslciEslei-EsleiEski-EskiEslci-
10

Eslei-
mo

Eski-
mo

-

mo10 , Indian and Aleut lands .,
YoU are undoubtedly very

-familiarfamiliar-fomilidrfomilidr-familldrfamilldrveryfamiliarveryfomilidrveryfamilldr-- with the iituatiOri'situationsituation*' ituati rI InIn-

Alos
in-

AlaskahavingAlaska-havingAlaskahavingAlos a-hovahov- ng recentlyrecent I)' directdirect-direct-
ed

¬.-
ed the activities of the BIABIA-
in

BIA-
inin the sfatestate . ,.. You wieldedwield.dwielddwield.d-
mare

wielded-
more

.
moremare >' authorityouthorlty overoverhethe/hehe/ totaltatoltotal-
Alaskan

tatol-
Alas

total-
AlaskanAlaskanAlas an Native than any otherother-
man

other-
man_ jf. . _ . _i iman durduringnll an Important 'P.r-P.r'P.rPrper-per'P.r-
iad

per-
iod '. -
iodiad in our development . YourYour-
insight

Your-
insightinsight i'ntointo'ntonto;'' the clashclashofofofcuiofculculcui ¬.
tures and your attempt to aidoldold-
us

aid-
usus in this transition were adad-adad-
mirable

.-
mirahlemirohlemirable .

Now you have been awardedawarded-
the

awarded-
thethe positposition' 01of' CommiCommissioner" ' lIioner'

,
withwithocommandwithcommandoeoiocommandcommand* from the Pres-PresPres-
ident

Pres-
ident

--

ident to do allallwithinwithin youryour-
power

your-
powerpower to ameliorateomel iorote the unIIn-IInun-unII-
ntenabl

un-
tenable

¬-
tenabletenabl. conditionscond ; tion . of AmeriAmeri-Ameri-
can

Ameri-
can

¬-

can IndianI"dionIdion" and Eskimo poverpover-pover-
ty

pover-
ty

¬-

ty , ,._ substandard housing , andand-

Inadequate
and-

inadequateinadequate educationaleducaleducationalopporQnalQnalopporopropporoppor-oppor-
tunity

. , , .-
tunitytunlty . In AlaskaAluko., we NativesNatives-
feel

Natives-
feelfeel that the single most irIm-ImIm-
portant

im-

portant
--

portant task before us , beforebefore-
you

before-
youyou , your Department , ConCan ¬.
gressgren , and thothe State , is toto-
achieve

to-
achieveachieve oa settlementsettleent", ofofourourour-
land

our-
landlandclaimsland claims. WeW . were promispromipromis-promis-
ed

.¬-

edlid by the U.SUSU . So. InhI 1884 thatthat-
we

that-
wewe "shallshall'shall".' 'shallJlot' notJlottrot be disturbeddidisturbed-
in

s furbedbed-
inin the possession ofofal'Yofopy. anyal'YalYopyal'Y-
londs

opy-
lands '.landslonds " used , occupiedoccllpied , oror-
claimed

or-
claimedclaimed by usU ' , andmd that "titletitle"ti1leti1le"title-
to

"
too such lands Is reserved toto-
future

to-
futurefuture legislationlegi slslationation by ConCanCon-Con-
gress

¬.-
gressgreu .'""The legilegislationslatlon has not beanbeenbean-
forthcoming

been-
forthcomingforthcoming and the disturb-disturbdisturb-
ing

disturb-
ing

-

ing ofof-
tinued

ofourour lands has con-concon-
tinued

con-
tinued

--

tinued. WeWa artare tackingseeking toto-
withhold

to-
withholdwithhold title settlementsettlem"ntsettlemnt" untiluntil-
Can

until-
CongressCongressCan grass actsocts upon the issue.uueuue. .

However , there are scoresscornscorn-
ot

scores-
ofofot villages that are unawareunOWQfeunOWQfe-

of
unaware-

ofof the proceduresprac edurn ofofmalofmakingimalmakingmaking-
rights

< inllinl-
lrightsrights assertions-tassertionstoSSfrtians-theyoSSfrtianstheyassertions-theyassertions: - ' areoreare-
likely

ore-
likelylikely to loselaul theirthe r Ilands bebenbe-
ncause

:
cause of lacklackofof knowledge .
ThisThi . expertex rt assistanceaui.tonceauitonce. isiis-
supposed

.
supposed to bobebeprovidadprovidedprovidadprovidad-
through

provided-
throughthrough your Realty brorichbrorlchbranch ,
but only untiluMi I three yearsyears ago0ago-
was

<]00-
waswas aQ RealtyRaolty manmon tentsent toto-toto-
Fairbanks

to-
Fairbanks

'-
Fairbanks to assistossl st NativesNatives-
Inin filingfilln II farfor allotmentsal/otmentsalotments/ andondond-
mokl19! claims to protect theirtheir-
lands

their-
landslands . Since then , a RealtyRealty-
omeomeassignedtoBethelwith; er has beenbean assignedassigned-toassignedto'toto'to-
Bethelwith

'-

Bethel-withBethelwithBethelwithIIBethelwitha- qIIa jurisdiction'furisdictionfurisdiction{' urisdictionurisdiction-
ranging to NomeNanie and beyond .
Thi . isi . undoubtedlyndoubt.dlyndoubtdlyindoubtedly., . too greatgreat-
a labjob| ob for a single man . TheThe-
entire Northwest itis without. assistance and legallagal
rotection in regardrecord to land .
Mr . O'deanOdean' WIJlJomsonWilliamson hashas-

ileen oca conscientiousco $ ci&l1tiouscil1tious& ' andandpropropro-proproi-
gi.ous

-¬.
igi.ousigious. Realty officer in Fair-Fair-.
Qnlui for threethru years-ondyearsondyears-andyearsand- hishi .

I s. aboutcbout done in the InterInter-Interl-
or

-¬-
. WeW. requestrequesl thattho ' you do

)1111) In youryou , power to appoint
I4r . Wiliams9nWi1lloms9nWilliamson| aas* Realty offomoffs!*.,
:lIr for the NorthwestNqrthwesNgrthwe'atNgrthweat' t areabreo toto-
lid thetlJe villagevilloge people In uivUllun'''","ondlngondlng" their rightstights to'00I0-
and. ThneTime and time againogbinagbin ,.

I

he ' Native peoplepeopfe havehove beenbe.,
atidaside* whertwhen occupaoccupa-oc upo-upo-¬-

ionupoionof landlandwaswotwas in disputedi spute .,

"-
y

y"
:

"

We feel thattho ' Mr . William-WilliamWilliam-
ton's

William-
son's

-.
ton'stonsson'ssonsson ' " , experienceexparience andandundeandundes-
tanding

, underunder-under.-
tandingstanding.tandingtanding. will tbe itisb meremer . bebe-be-

ginning

be-

ginning
-

ginning in bringing justice to-

he
tt-

lirehelire, American prlnciplprinciple. of landland-
ow"erhip

lanlan-
ownershipow"erhipowerhipownership" ship, to oQa people andondond-
oreQareaoreQ neglectednculected long enoughena\JghenaJghenough-
Your

\ .

Your speedy actionClctiol'! on thlla-

ppointmentappointment will propel the-

resolving
thth-

resolvingresolv.ingresolving:. ofofonofananon issuei IIUO that bebe-bebe-
comes

be-
comes

-
comes moremar. complexcompleJ! ,. as timtim-
isiss allowed to pastpasspo . . WeWW-
estrongly

.
stronglystral1gly urge you to'0 give this-
maffermattermaffer your immediate affoften-
ti

n-n-n-
tiontionti on .

Sincerely yourtyours,

William L . HentleyHensleyHensley-
U

Hensley-
UnivUUniviv . of AlaskaAlaska-

ccccc : E.LEL. . BarfletrBartlettBartlett-
Ernest

Bartlett-
ErnestErnest GrueningGrullni"1IGrullni1IGrullni"1I-
Ralph

Gruening-
Ralph'J

"
KalplTJ-Ralph'JRalph'JRalphJ-RalphRalph-- 'JJ' . RiversRivers-
Assoc

Rivers-
AssocAssoc . of IndianIndien AffairsAffairs-
Stewart

Affairs-
Stewart' Stewart UdallUdall-
Mr

Udall-
Mr

Udall-
MrMr . MorkenMorlenMorl< en , BIA AreaArea-

Director
Area-

Di

Area-
DirectorDirectorDiDirector-

Tundra
rectorrector-

TundraTundra TimesTimes-

Mothersinlaw

..

Mothers-in-lawMothersinlawMothers.ln.lowMothersln.lowMotherslnlow-. -. oreoroare likelike-
seads

like-
seedsseedsseads , You don'tdont' need them ,,
butbuttheybut-theybutthey'theythey',- comecame with the torntamo-tamotoma-tomatamo-
to

toma-
to

*-
to

>., " "from "SignatureSignature


