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ForFor great many years therethere-

has
there-

hashas been an erroneous tmage IIur)u-
rconnectionconnectIon with the snow iglooigloo-
m

igloo-

inmin Alaska . It persists becausebecause-

educators
because-

educatorseducators have not bothered toto-
correct

to-
correctcorrect certamcertain textbooks usedused-

In

used-

toInto schooJschool tnto the Ul11tedUnited StatesStates-
ItIt tSis disconcerting ., to say the-

least

thethe-
leastleast., fprfor an Eskimo pupil inin-
Alaska

in-
AlaskaAlaska to read in his textbooktextbook-
that

textbook-
thatthat he Jiveslives in snow igloos ., TIleTheTIle-

Eskimo
The-

EskimoEskimo student has never seen aa-

snow
a-

snowsnow igloo . It is also likely thatthat-
his

that-
hishis parents or grandparents havehave-
never

have-
nevernever seen a snow igloo unlessunless-
they

unless-
theythey hahave traveled east 10to10-
Canada

to-
CanadaCanada .

It IS no wondetwonder thattliat tounShtnurtststounSh-
from

tnurtsts-
fromfrom the{ he lowellower states .Ire-.IreIre.Ire11ften. - 11ftenrtten11fte-
ndlsappulnted

rtten-
disapputnteddlsappulnteddisapputnted to tfindingndmgndmgIlutIlutut thth4tth4t-

the

., :

the{he fsklmosFskimos tointo.taskJ\.task-J.taskJ.tasktaskJAlaska<\. - havehave-
never

have-
nevernever lived Into snow Iglnuiglnos TIleTheTIle-

ommon
The-

commonommoncommon( remark has been , "ButBut"But-
I

"

I, read to mymy geography bookbook-
that

book-
that

,

that you live to snow tgloosigloosigloos-
No

-

No Snow IgloosIgloos-

Although
Igloos-

AlthoughAlthough Alaskan EskimosEskimos-
have

Eskimos-
havehave never lived in snow Igig-igig-
loos

,-

loos
. there are other E.sklmosEsklmosEskimosE.sklmos-

who
Eskimos-

who

.
who do . ll1eseThese are Canadian EsEs-EsEs-

kuuos

.-

kU110Skuuos .
They are nomadic andand-

out
and-

outout of necnecessityssity use snow IglOOS .

TIlenTheir economy depends on mov-movmov-
mg

mov-
ing

--
mgingmgwithingwithwith the animals they hunthunt-
for

hunt-
forfor subsistence ., ll1eyThey use thethe-
snow

the-
snowsnow igloo as 3a temporary dweJldwelldwell-
ing

.

ing .

When a hunter or ttavelertraveler inin-
Al3ska

in-
AlaskaAl3skaAlaska is cauAAllncaught . in . a stonl1storm oror-

Continued
or-
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-

,. 'TheThe' only
'

igloos he saw were in RoridaFlorida '
( Continued from Page One )

cannot make the distance home ,

he makes temporary shellershelter furforfur-

the
for-

thethe night.. Not knowing how toto-
make

to-
makemake a snow igloo like hishis-
Canadian

his-
CanadianCanadian cousin , he digs intointo-
a

.
a bank of snow .

SotneSome Alaskan Eskimos whowho-
are

who-
areare close to the Canadian borderborder-
do

border-
dodo know how to build snow igig-

bus
.

lousbus because they have learnedlearned-
the

learned-
thethe art of making them fJomfromfJom-
Canadian

from-
CanadianCanadian Eskimos .

Florida IglooIgloo-
When

Igloo-
WhenWhen Paul Tiulana of KingKing-

Island
King-

IslandIsland was asked by a touristtourist-
ifif helie had ever seen a snow igig-igig-
loo

-.
iooloo , he replied , "OnlyOnly" once . "

"WhereWhere" was that ? " the tour .

ist1st asked .

"InIn" Florida ,
"" was Tiulana'sTiulanasTiulana's-

reply
Tiulana's-

reply

'

reply .

lie had seen the igloo whilewhile-

on
while-

onon a tourist promotional tourtour-
in

tour-
inin one of the wannestwarmest of thethe-
states

the-
statesstates .

TIleThe sod igloo is , and was , aa-

penn
a-

permanentpennpermanentanent type home In Alas .

ka ; pennpermanentanent homes and vil .

lages were a necessity . VillagesVillages-
were

Villages-
werewere picked because or-orortheir- theirtheir-
strategic

their-
strategicstrategic economic value .

TIlereThere was no need to be no .

madic . Animals were plentifulplentiful-
and

plentiful-
andand nature provided a successionsuccession-

ofof animals , that is , when thethe-
specie

the-
speciespecie left a different speciespecie-
migrated

specie-
migratedmigrated to take its place andand-
in

and-
inin turn was hunted .

To take advantage of thesethese-
excelJ.ent

these-
excellentexcelJ.entexcelJentexcellent. hunting conditions thethe-
ancient

the-
ancientancient Eskimo in Alaska de .

vised a home that was ideal forfor-
the

for-
thethe climate of the ArcticArctictheArctic-theArctictheArcticthe-
sod

-thethe- the-
sodsod iigloooo .

TI1Thiss is how he builds it .

Long before the igloo is to bebe-

built
be-

builtbuilt , usually in late spring , thethe-
family

the-
familyfamily who wishes to build , cutscuts-
sod

cuts-
sodsod in one.footonefootone .foot squares about

5S5oror 6 inches thick . As thethe-
squares

the-
squaressquares may be done a yearyear-
earlier

year-
earlierearlier from the time the iglooigloo-
isis to be built .

The reason : dry sadsod is nec-necnec-
essary

nec-
essary

-

essary for a warm igloo ,. WhenWhen-

sod
When-

sodsod is put on wet and fresh offoff-
the

off-
thethe ground , it freezes whenhen coldcold-
weather

cold-
weatherweather c'ornescornesComes' and the igloo isis-

cold
is-

coldcold and hhardrd to heat..

Building IglooIgloo-
Dut

igloo-
ButDutBut even when it Is appHedappliedappHed-

fresh
applied-

freshfresh off the ground , tnIn time itit-

dries
it-

driesdries out thoroughly from thethe-
internal

the-
internalinternal hcatheat of the igloo andand-
by

and-
byby the sun and wind on the ex-exex-
tenor

ex .-

teriortenor .

It tIthinn becomes a perfectperfect-
conductor

perfect-
conductorconductorconductor of heat and cold . AA-

dry
A-

drydry and seasoned sod igloo isis-

easy
is-

easyeasy to heat and slow to cool..

After the sod pieces havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen cut out and set to dry thethe-
flooring

the-
flooringflooring and frame of the igloo isis-

begun
is-

begunbegun .

TIleThe man of the house takestakes-
driftwood

takes-
driftwooddriftwood that has been washedwashed-
ashore

washed-
ashoreashore , smoothes the sides flat-
with

flatflat-
withwith his jade adze . After sufficsuffic-suffic-
lent

-.
ientlent driftwood pieces havhave beenbeen-
prepared

been-
preparedprepared , the Eskimo is ready toto-
erect

to-
erecterect the igloo on his chosenchosen-
site

chosen-
sitesite .

lieIle digs into the groundgroundaa dede-dede-

sired
-.

sired foundation about 2 feetfeet-
deep

feet-
deepdeep . lieHe then lays the flooringflooring-

upon

flooring-

uponupon which he builds the frameframe-
of

frame-
ofof the igloo .

The igloo , in almost all cases ,

faces south .

TIleThe roof is built somewhatsomewhat-
ofof a dome shape with about aa-

three
a-

threethree foot square: skylight . AA-
small

A-
smallsmall ventilator on the roof isis-
built

is-
builtbuilt in .

When the frame of the mainmain-
room

main-
roomroom and the frame of the longlong-
hallway

long-
hallwayhallway or tunnel has beenbeen-
built

been-
builtbuilt , it is ready for sod cover .

ing . All around the base ., sod isis-

applied
is-

appliedapplied two feet tluckthick aboutabout-
three

about-
threethree quarters of the way upup-
the

up-
thethe walls ,. TIlisThis is to prevent thethe-
sod

the-
sodsod from falling off the wallswalls-
and

walls-
andand to provide added warmthwarmth-
toto

-

the igloo . TIleThe rest of thethe-
waIl

the-
wallwaIlwall is coveredcoveredwithwithwithaa foot thkkthick .

nesses of sod .

Sod SlabsSlabs-
TIle

Slabs-
TheTIleThe sod squares are applied inin-

bricklaying
in-

bricklayingbricklaying fashion so the sadsodsad-
will

sod-
willwill adhere more solidly to thethe-
walls

the-
wallswalls .

When the sod has been ap-apap-
plied

ap-
plied

--
plied flushflushwithwith the walls , a dif-difdif-
ferent

-

ferent operation is begun to cov-covcov-
er

cov-
er

-

er the roof .

Sod slabs with fine grass sutJsusu-
faces

.
faces and strongly interwoveninterwoven-
with

interwoven-
withwith fine grass roots , and whichwhich-
are

which-
areare hard .totodo. tear , are used toto-
cover

to-
covercover the roof .

These slabs are roughly twotwo-
and

two-
andand a half feet In diameter andand-
about

and-
aboutabout 3 inches thick . TIleyThey areare-
cut

are-
cutcut with a hoehoe.likehoelike.like tool thatthat-
slices

that-
slicesslices into the grassy surface .

The blade of this tool is mademade-
out

made-
outout of a whale rib that flares outout-
at

out-
atat the blade end , tapered flatflat-

and
flat-

andand sharpened .

The sod slabs are put on thethe-
roof

the-
roofroof with the grassy side next

10to the wood .
111isThus IIis! done untiluntil-

the

until-

thethe whole rootrout is covered .

For the finalfinaloperationoperation thethe-

same

the-

samesame sod slabs are applied withwith-

the

with-

thethe grassy side to the weather .

Care asis taken that nackscracks oror-
seams

or-
seamsseams are overlapped so ramrainram-

and
rain-

andand snow will not leak throughthrough-
the

through-
thethe roof..

The andentancient iigloosoos usuallyusually-

had

usually-

hadhad long ., low hallways to warmwarm-

the
warm-

thethe frilZidfrigid air somewhat heforebefore Itit-
enteredentered the igloo .

1

Long HallwaysHallways-
TIle

Hallways-
TheTIleThe ancient igloo had a novelnovel-

ent

nove-

lentranceentranceent rance which is no longerlonger-

used

longer-

usedused today .

It was a round hole ., or traptrap-
entrance

trap-
entranceentrance , to the front edge ofof-

ee room . TIleThe hallway or tunneltunnel-
dipped

tunnel-
dididippeddippedratherededratherrather sharply to thisthis-

entrance
this-

entranceentrance to allow ruomroom furfor per-perper-

sons

-.

sons entering .

The reason for this type ofof-
entrance

of-
entranceentrance was ., again , to warm thethe-
air

the-
airair . Frigid air ., being heavier thanthan-
warm

than-
warmwarm air , tends to stay ., more oror-
less

or-
lessless , immobile and only limitedlimited-
cold

limited-
coldcold air enters the room ,.

The evidence of this principleprinciple-
cancan be seen in very cold weather .

Steam forms at a trap entranceentrance-
where

entrance-
wherewhere warm air comes in contactcontact-
with

contact-
withwith cold airair.. Cold air does not

.

rud\rudrushrud111\ 111m to cool thlthe' IglooIgloo-

lhcn
igloo-

Vhcn
.

\\lhcnlhcn\VhcnVhcn\\ desired .thethe. the cntrameentrance: waswas-

covered
was-

coveredcovered to give added warmth .

The lonlong hallway of the an-anan-

cient

anan-

dent

-

cientdent igloo had small chamberschambers-
oror rooms ., two usually , on eacheach-

sade

each-

sidesadeside ,. One was for storage ofof-
meat

ofof-

meatmeat for immedaateimmediate use and thethe-
other

the-
otherother was the kitchen . Here , thethe-

W"lIldll

the-

wuiiianW"lIldllWlIldllwuiiian" "IIof" ' liltIlse: la"uClauCHouse" ) \" uukcd"";" J thcthethe-
meals

thc-

mealsmeals for her family and hroughtbroughthrought-
the

brought-
thethe meals 1I1tointo the house when

donedune .

The cookmgcooking chamherchamber hadhad-

sam

had-

smnplysamsmnplyply a small hole min the roofroof-
for

roof-
forfor smoke to escape from anan-

open

an-

openopen fire over which the wo-wowo-

man

wo-

man

-

man of the house cooked .

Prior to the whaling cultureculture-
that

culture-
thatthat startedstartedliomestartedsomeliomesome 2,0002000, OOO or

'_ ,500500.500,. years ago ., dnftwooddriftwood waswas-

apparently
was-

apparentlyapparently used for hallwayhallway-
frames

hallway-
framesframes . Later , whale ribs , jaw-jawjaw-

bones

-.

boneshones ., and shoulder blades werewere-

u

were-

useduuseded for hallways . Apparently ,

this was done to conserve woodwood-
whkh

wood-
whichwhkhwhich has always been scarce onon-

the
on-

thethe Arctic coast .

111ereThere were two ententrancesrances 1I1tointo1I1t-
othe

into-
thethe hallway of the ancient sodsod-

igloo

sod-

iglooigloo : one , at the front endendononon-

the
on-

thethe graound levellevel., usually a smallsmall-

door
small-

doordoor ; the other , on the roofroofofofof-
the

ofof-

thethe outer end of the halJwayhallway .

(ContinuedContinuedonon PaPagee Five ")
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This roof entrance was aboutabout-
two

about-
twotwo and a half feet square toto-
which

to-
whichwhich led a short ladder forfor-
means

for-
meansmeans of entering and leaving .

This entrance was necessitatednecessitated-
byby heavy bUzzardsblizzards that wouldwould-
sometimes

would-
sometimessometimes bury the ground levellevel-

entrance
level-

entranceentrance .

, The KalageeKalagee-
ll1ere

Kalagee-
Therell1ereThere was another type ofof-

igloo
of-

iglooigloo the ancient Eskimo diddid-
not

did-
notnot do without.. lie needed itit-
for

it-
forfor social affairs . This was a kalkal-kalkal-
agee

-.
agee or recreation hall.. The kalkal-kalkal-

agee

-.
agee was a huge igloo . It acac-acac-

commodated
-.

commodated many people .

It was used for Eskimo dancdanc-dancdanc-
ing

-.
ing , garnesgames , feasUfeasts , performancesperformances-
ofof medicine men , and for. storystory-
telling

story-
tellingtelling sessions .

A kalagee was built aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe same way the resident iglooigloo-
was

igloo-
waswas built but many times larger .

Stationary benches were built allall-

around
all-

aroundaround the floor surface . SomeSome-Some-
times

.-

times another bench above thethe-
other

the-
otherother was built to accommodateaccommodate-
more

accommodate-
moremore people .

For heating and lighting ofof-
the

of-
thethe kalagee , as well as the oror-oror-
Binary

.-

dinaryBinary igloo , whale oil lampslamps-
were

lamps-
werewere used . In the case of the kalkal-kalkal-

agee

-.
agee several of them were reoreo-

qUlred

re-rere-

quired
-

qUlredquired , placed at rfr gular mterinter-interinter-
vals

.-

vals .

Although few sod igloos areare-
still

are-
stillstill in uusec in Alaska , they areare-
slowly

are-
slowlyslowly dIsappearing .

In places where few igloos areare-
still

are-
stillstill in use Eskimos are stubbornstubborn-stubborn-
ly

.-

Iyly trying to keep them in exis-exisexis-

tence
exis-

tence
--

tencetence,, under pressure of civilizaciviliza-civiliza-
Lion

-.
tionLion .

Sod igloos have been underunder-
subtle

under-
subtlesubtle but relentless attack . OneOne-
way

One-
wayway this was done was by inin-inin-

structors

.-

structors in schools who exex-exex-

pounded

.-

pounded the superiority of thethe-
frame

the-
frameframe igloo .

SuSubtlebtle AttackAttack-
ItIt has been the experience ofof-

this

of-
thisthis writer , while attendingattending-

school

attending-

schoolschool ., that he was made to feelfeel-

ashamed
feel-

ashamedashamed of the sod igloo withwith-with-
out

.-

out really knowing how it haphap-hap-
pened

.-

pened .

A conscientious constructionconstruction-
engineer

construction-
engineerengineer once expressed his feelfeel-feel-

ings

.-

inings while building frame dwelldwell-dwell-

ings

.-

ings for Eskimo families whowho-
had

who-
hadhad been persuaded to vacatevacate-
their

vacate-
theirtheir sod igloos .

lieHe said he had been told toto-

10ve
to-

rove10verove the Eskimos from theirtheir-
warmwarm%; arm and snug but crowdedcrowded-
hpuses

crowded-
houseshpuseshouses to larger , roomier butbut-
colder

but-
coldercolder ones , where they wouldwould-
probably

would-
probablyprobably catch colds and otherother-
diseases

other-
diseasesdiseases .

The sod igloo , while it maymay-
nQt

may-

netnQtnet have been an eyeeyecatchingeyecatching-
sttucture

atchingatching-
sttucturesttucture , served its purpose exex-exex-
tr

.-

tr mely well in the survival ofof-
the

of-
thethe Eskimo in the Arctic . ItIt-

w
I-

twswws: easy to heat where fuel waswas-
sc

was-
scsc rce . It stood up extremelyextremely-
weJl

extremely-
weweJlweJlunderwe I under the rigors of thethe-
Ar

the-
AnticArAntictic climate and was comfort-comfortcomfort-
abl

comfort-
ablp

-

ablablp . It was carefully thoughtthought-
out

thought-
outout and built accordingly . OnceOnce-
finished

Once-
finishedfinished the sadsod Igloo lasted forfor-
many

for-
manymany , many years .


