
Tanana fears PCB contaminati.oncontamination
.

nByy milIlill HessNessHess-

Tundra
Ness-

TundraTundra TimesTimes-
Tanana

Times-
TananaTanana residents fear that pcnPCBpcn-

pnly
PCB-

polychlorinated( polychlorinatedpnly hlorinatcd hiphenyls )

lontaminationcontamination: from a nearhynearbynearhy-
U.S

nearby-
U.SU.SUS. . Air Force radar station maymay-
have

may-
havehave reachcdreachedreachcdtheirreachedtheirtheir village ,. OurDur.

ing testing at the White AliceAlice-
Bear

Alice-
BearBear Creek Radar Station.lucatStationlucatStation .,

b eat-eateat-
ed

.- '
ed about ninenh e milcnmilce.; from thrthethr-
village

the-
villagevillage ., Air forceurce ufficialsofficials lastlast-

summer
last-

summersummer fuul1dfoumtd what they dede-dede-

scribed
-.

scribed as a small amount ofof-
PCB

of-
PCBPCB contamination inin thethe-
sOIl

the-
soil

.

sOIl ,.

PCBs have been proven toto-
causecauseause anccrcancer ., miscarriages ., stillstill-still-

births
.-

births . and other reproductionreproduction-
problems

reproduction-
problemsproblems ., as well as skin rashrash-
and

rash-
andand liver disease .

In a strongly worded letterletter-
calling

letter-
callingcalling upon the U.SUS. . Bureau ofof-
Indian

of-
IndianIndian Affairs to take whateverwhatever-

steps
whatever-

stepssteps are necessary to detemlinedeterminedetemline-
if

determine-
ifif there has been any contaminacontamina--contamina-
tion

.

tiuntion in the village , Alfred GrantGrant-
noted

Grant-
notednoted that there has been cancercancer-
and

cancer-
andandandotherother illnesses associatedassociated-
with

associated-
withwith PCB in the village .

Grant ., who is president of thethe-
Tanana

the-
TananaTanana Indian ReorganizationReorganization-
ActAct Native Council was out ofof-
town

of-
towntown and could not be reached ,

but Eva Walsh Edwardsen , aa-

council
a-

councilcouncil staff member , agreedagreed-

that
agreed-

thatthat health problems in the viI .

lage are unusual enough thatthat-
questions

that-
questionsquestions need to be asked .

"SinceSince"" the summer of 1980 ,

there have been three miscarmiscar-miscar-

riages

-.
riages and five reproductivereproductive-
problems

reproductive-
problemsproblems ," she said , noting thatthat-
her

that-
herher figures were unofficial..

"FromFrom" 19H19811 to 1984 , there havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen five deaths ., and three ofof-
them

of-
themthem were otof cancer ,

" EdwardEdward-

sell

.

sensell said .

"ThereThere" is now one personperson-
inin the village , a young person .,

who has cancer ,.
" Tanana has aa-

population
a-

populationpopulation of about 600 , mostlymostly-

Athabascans

mostly-

AthabascansAthabascans .

Earlier ., the council passed aa-

resolution
a-

resolutionresolution calling upon the AirAir-

Force
Air-

ForceForce , the Alaska Department ofof-

Transportation

of-

TransportationTransportation , and the U.SUS. .

Public Health Service to make aa-

variety

a-

varietyvariety of tests ., ranging fromfrom-
cancer

from-
cancercancer tests of human , plant andand-

animal

and-

animalanimal tissue to soil samplingsampling-
toto determine if there is PCB concon-con-
tamination

.-

tamlnationtamination in the village .

Villagers fear that waste piloilpil-

from
oil-

fromfrom the radar station whichwhich-
has

which-
hashas been used to oil roads inin-

the
in-

thethe village could have broughtbrought-
toxic

brought-
toxictoxic wastes Into the comcom-com-
munity

.-

munity . Further , they fear thatthat-
contamination

that-
contaminationcontamination could have enen-enen-

tered

.-

tered the water and food chainchain-

through

chain-

throughthrough the waters of BearBear-

Creek

Bear-

CreekCreek .

"l1lerel1lere"ThereThere" was a very limitedlimited-
area

limited-
areaarea with contaminated soilsoil-

found
soil-

foundfound at the White Alice RadarRadar-
Site

Radar-
SiteSite ," said Captain TomTort ChrisChris-Chris-
tie

.-

tie , as spokesperson for the U.SUS. .

Air Force at Elmendorf . TheThe-
site

The-
sitesite was closed in January of
19791919 , Christie said . Toxic wastewaste-
cleanup

waste-
cleanupcleanup was cpmpleted by JulyJuly-
of

July-
ofof 1981 and the contaminatedcontaminated-
areaarea was discovered last August..

Christie said that the AirAir-

Force
Air-

ForceForce will conduct a series onon-
any

on-
anyany questionable oils , soil $3m3msam-sam$ -.

plespies and village roads this comcoin-coin .-

ing July to determine if therethere-
has

there-
hashas been any contaminatiuncontamination . IfIf-
so

If-
soso , the Air Force wi11will have thethe-
responsibility

the-
responsibilityresponsibility to clean it up .

Wade Kalloch , a Native ofof-

Tanana

of-

TananaTanana who now lives in FairFair-Fair-
banks

.-

banks was once employedemplo ed oilingoiling-
down

oiling-
downdown village roads . Kalloch feelsfeels-

testing
feels-

testingtesting should begin hnmedimmed-immedimmed-
iately

-.
iately .

"ThisThis"11lts is something that is unun-unun-

proven

.-

prprovenven ," Kalloch said ., "butbut" II-

have

I-

havehave 3a feeling that somehowsomehow-
there

somehow-
therethere is PCBLCD or another toxictoxic-
substance

toxic-
substancesubstance in Tanana . " KallochKalloch-
said

Kalloch-
saidsaid he has studied the pcnPCB sitsit-sitsit-

uation

.-

uation . While he has been learnlearn-learn-
Ing

.-

ing about the subject for thethe-
past

the-
pastpast couple of years , his inter-interinter-
est

inter-
est

-

est has intensified everver the pastpast-
1110nth

past-
t1110ntht onth .

Kalloch said that the researchresearch-
he

research-
hehe has done has led him to be-be-be.

.
lieve there are serious healthhealth-
problems

health-
problemsproblems in Tanana which he bebe-bebe-

lieves

.-

lieves must be attributed to aa-

source

a-

sourcesource such as PCB . But he saidsaid-

he
said-

hehe has been advised by AlaskaAlaska-

Legal

Alaska-

LegalLegal Services staff not to speakspeak-
publicly

speak-
publiclypublicly about hisIris infonnatloninformationinfonnatlon-
now

information-
nownow .

"ThereThere" are some highly perper-per-

sonal

.-

ionalsonal things here ,
" he explainedCxplaincd ,

claiming that revealing themthem-
would

them-
wouldwould violate the privacy ofof-
some

of-
somesome villagers .

Grant addressed his letterletter-
plus

letter-
plusplus a copy of the council'scouncils' resres-resres-

olution
-.

olution to Frank Madison at thethe-
BIA

the-
BIABIA area office in Juneau . MadMad-Mad-

ison

.-

ison , the environmental coorcoor-coorcoor-
dinator

-.
dinator , declined to discuss thethe-
matter

the-
mattermatter , referring it to publicpublic-
affairs

public-
affairsaffairs officer Glenn Robertson .

Robertson said Madison willwill-

be
will-

bebe going tcrto Tanana later this

month to investigate . 'WeWe"We"' arcarearc-

going
are-

goinggoing with an open mind ratherrather-
than

rather-
thanthan with any predisposition ,

"

Robertson said .

"WeWe" have no idea if there isis-

any

is-

anyany problem , or to what extentextent-
it

extent-
itit is , if there is anyanythinthin ,; .

."
Responsibility for cleanupcleanup-

belongs
cleanup-

belongsbelongs to the Air Force , RobRob-Rob-
ertson

.-

ertson said .

"ThereThere" isn'tisnt' really an awfulawfulIawful-
lot

awful-
lot

I

lot for us to do , other than toto-

serve

II-

serve
II-

tive
serve as an advocate for the NaNa-NaNa-

tive

.-

tive community ,
" RobertsonRobertson-

said
Robertson-

saidsaid . Robertson said that testingtesting-
would

testing-
wouldwould "prettypretty" well have to waltwaitwait-
until

II-

untUuntUuntil breakup . He also describeddescribed-
PCB

,

PCB as a current favorite horrorhorror-
story

II-

storystory , saying that when a PCBPCB-

scare
,

scare started by contaminationcontamination-
inin Akiak subsides , some otherother-
type

other-
typetype of scare would take itsits-

place
its-

placeplace . "MaybeMaybe"" ECB'sECBs' ," RobertRobert-Robert-
son

.-

son speculated .
I

.


