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or
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tIn
Tithes-

In
\.

InIn-InIn1971-...1971,1.19711197111971 , *' the passage of thetilethe-

Alaska
tile-

AlaAlaAlaskaka NativeNotive ClaimsCloims Settlement-
Act

SettlementSettlement-
ActAct w""asaswas8 ., 1I believebQlIeve , the greatest-
thing

greatestgreatest-
thingthing that the AlaskaAla&kaAlaka& Native peo-

pie
peo-peopeO.IpeOIpeohpeoh-

pie
-.!*'

pie hadhod ever aocompllaccomplishedhed ., ThereThere-
is

There-
isis no doubt that the achievements I-

which
ii-

whichwhich th6the Act representedrepresentt'drepresenttd.'' werewere-
mlmculous

were-
miraculous

,

miraculousmlmculous . GivenOlven the historyhistIJry 0of(,,,
Americanpartleular1IyparticularlyIndians and particularpartleular-1partleular1-

lyIy Alaska NNatives!lves, ,., the termterms andan4an4-
condition

and-
conditionsconditionscondition. ofofthat-'-thatthatthat settlement

''

bybolhbybothreflectedretlected a uniqueumque approach by
bothbolh the federalfedeml government andand-

the
and-

thethe ooriginallnalllandnd oownerownersr\rnJrnJ\, *'' In thisthis-
case

this-

castcastcase ,, our people .. \NbwN\I\\ININIiW\ when wewe-

criticize
we-

criticizecriticize the Act in 1981985' , it is ter-

ribly
ter-

rlbly
ter-terter-ttert-- :

rlblyribly Important to10 keep tnin mind-

what
mindmind-

whptwhptwhat ourIJur leadershipIClldershlp inInh(\hh\oehhe
,

lotelatelatcv\o-

I

ooI'I

I

I

-
1960's1960s'' and early |1970's1970s970's970s'' had toto-

deal
to-

dealdeal with ,, and particularlyparticulorly thethe-

altemative
the-

alternativesalternativealtemativealternatives open tot9 them ..

StStudydy of AmeriAmericanall IndianIndian-
policy

Indian-

policypolicy shows that traditiona-
laboriginal

traditionaltraditiona-
laboriginalaboriginal settlements havehave-
historically

have-
historicallyhistorically taken the form of aa-

rrrrreservationervatlonnervation andandapa /;/aacash1t payment ,

In 1971 ,, the government of thethe-

tnited
the-

United)Unitedtnited StateStote $ recognizedrecogn'ized' that that-

particular
thatthat-

particularparticular formfO"1lfO1lforrti" of settlementsettlel11ent diddid-

not
did-

notnotbeslIntereslbestInterestwork andond waswus not In the bestbesl
InterestInteresl of AmericansAniericans and ppar-
ticulai

par-
ticulaily

par-parr-.
,

ticulailytlculallyticulai ly Native peoples . It is adodad-

mirable
ad-ad¬.-

mirablemlmble that our leadership diddid-

not
did-

notnot opt for small reservations InIn-

the
in-

thethe tradition of ourout,; American InIn-

dian
In-In¬.-

dian brother .. This deviationdeviotlon fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe i, CongressionalCongressionI, norm Is-

perhaps
isis-

perhapsperhaps the single momostt uniqueunique-

ii

featurefealure of the settlement actaCI ot01of
'' 7171..,

During jhcIhethe 60's60s' andand70's70's70s' a ma-

jor
lII-

ajor
malIIa-lIIama-ma¬-

jor theme in AmerlAmericanan IndIan-
policy

IndianIndian-
policypolicy was self-determinationselfdeterminationself-determilUlliondetermilUllion--- and-
we

andand-
Wewe can see that it played a domi *''

.
nantpant role in the dedesignlgn of theIhe setset-
tlement

set-set¬-.
tlementtlementClement act . The AActt gives us-

almost
us-

almost
us

almost total'CbntfoltotalCbntfoltotol'cdnttoltotolcdnttoltotalkcdnttol' over our set-
tlement

setset-
tlement

set-set¬--
tlement proceeds . The institution-
of

Institullon-
of

institutionInstitullon
of the corporationcorpdration gives us equal-
economic

equalequal-
economiceconomic status with other asset-
holders

asset-
holders

asset
holders In the market place ., It has-

given
hashas-

givengiven us economic power0powerpowerheretoflJrepowerheretofore0,

heretoforeheretoflJre unheardunheardofof in the-

Native
thethe-

NativeNative American community .,

However , the Act does notnot-
maintain

not-
maintoln

not-
maintainmaintainmaintoln or peipetuatepelpClUateperpetuate our ethnic-
identity

ethnic
, identityIdendtydoesContinued.,, In fact , tl1 believebeheve it poedoes.

((ContinUed on IiIiageage NtneNine ), 1-
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greatest
accpmp1lshmentIaccpmp1lshmentContinuedaccpmpllshmenTContinuedaccomplishmentaccpmp1lshmentaccpmpllshmenT:
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(Continued from Page Eight )

jutJustJU ?I the pp'poslteppposlteopposilepplposite
'

-- thathaithat( itil ter-

minates
terter-

mlnales
ter-ter-¬-

minatesmlnales theIhe NatlvNative identity with-

the
withwith-

thethe land , because of two1'1101110' m&jormjormajormkjormkjor-

fallacies
major-

fallacies
&

fallacies withinwllhin theIhe Act ,,.

The first fallacyf.lllacyflllacyf4llacy. has to do with-
stock

Wllh-

stock
withWllh

dtockstock -. asasassloasstockslostcxfkstockk .. The Act takes all-

qf
allall-

qfqf the land '''andand'afidafidacid the indemnity-
payments

indemmty-
payments

indemnifyindemmtyindemnity
payments of $$962.5-millioh962.5millioh$962.59625millioh$962-mllhon$962962mllhon$962.5milltoh962.5milltoh9625milltoh.,' *-,- for-

land
fOf-

land
forfOf

land that Could not be returned to-

us
toto-

usus,, and divides it among institu-

tions
instituinstltu-instltuinstitu-instltu-

lions
¬-

tionslions ( into this case corporations ) ..

IIeIt( gives us as individuals , owner-
S

owner-
ship

ownerowner-¬-
Sshiplp interestintere,1intere1, in the corporations-
through

corporationscorporations-
throughthrough our stockslock ,, theIhe ActAct-

Iherefore
Act-

thereforethereforeIherefore gives inindividual<Uvidual people-

something
peoplepeople-

somethingsomething thatthai has always before-

belonged
beforebefore-

belongedbelonged to theIhe people as a-

whole
aa-

wholewhole .. It is culturally wrong to-

take
10-

take
to10

take community propertyPl\lpertyPllperty'\ such as-

out
asas-

outourout lands representrepresenl and give it to-

individual
toto-

individualindividual owners .

PerhapiPerhaps the issue of-

"member
ofof-

"nlcmber""membermember"nlcmbernlcmber" vsVI ""ownerowner " fsIs the-

key
the

key here .. UnderUnderANGSAUndo1UndetUndetANCSA*

(,

ANCSAANGSA , we are-

not
areare-

nolnotnol members tfo''IfIf,?,
f a tribeIrtbe which-

owns
whichwhich-

ownsowns our companyeompjlny , we are thus-

not
Ihus-

nol
thusIhus

notnol ""NativesNatives" owning a piece of-

Our
ofof-

ourOur company ; we arearc only-

"shareholders
onlyonly-

"shareholders""shareholdersshareholders " owning a pllpiecece

ownershipdocsownershipdoesof a company This ownership
doesdocs notnol give us any Native rights
-- it doesdocs nnbtnott give us any Native-
identity

NativeNative-

IdentllYidentityIdentllY , (Itt doesdocs not make us-

"members
usus-

"memhers""membersmembers"memhersmemhers " TheThl! difference bet-

ween
betbet-

ween
bet-bet-¬-

ween anann owner !pfIfof a corporation-
and

corporationcorporation-
andand a member of an ethnic groupgrnup
isgrnupisgroupisone of theIhe philosophicalphllosophcalphilosophcal) pro-
blems

propro--¬-problemsblems
,

thatIhal I( have withWllh the land-
claims

land
claimsclaims settlementsettlem\VItsettlemVItsettlemept\ act The-

benefits
TheThe-

benefitsbenefits ofoflhethe ActAcl were awarded-
because

awardedawarded-
becausebecause ofouro7ourof our membership in the-

Native
thethe-

NallveNativeNallve community , but we-

received
wewe-

receivedreceived them as individuals-
Perhaps

IndividualsIndividuals-
Perhaps

Individuals-
PerhapsPerhaps If one could go back-

and
backbad;

and rewriterewnle the Act ,, the 20 year-

provision
yearyear-

provisionprovision for non-alienablenonalienable- stock-
might

stockstock-
mlghlmightmlghl well have been writtenWrltlen 10-

permil
to10to-

permitpermitpermil us to10 own the stockslock atalthealthe-
end

the-

end
the

end of 20 yearsyeal'SyealS'.. In other words ,

we might have begun withwith-

membership
with-

membershipmembership organizationsorganizallons and-

converted
andand-

convertedconvenedconverted eventually to10 owners '

organizations .. Then the debate to10-1010-

day
-¬.

day would be whetherwhelher or notnOllonOllo-
issue

to-

issue
to

issue stock to10 individuals or to-

maintain
10-

maintain
to10

maintain oiorot recreate membership-
organizations

membershipmembership-
organlZltlonsorganizationsorganlZltlons ..

The second argumentargumenl I have-

with
havehave-

withwith the Act is the form of title-
that

titletitle-
thaithatthai we tooklook to10 our land ., We took-

"fee
tooktook-

"fee""feefee simple " title asall corporate-
assets

corporale-
assets

corporatecorporale
assets .. The nature of '""feefee''feefee sim-

ple
sim-

ple
simsim-¬-

ple " title Is trade,, and Is design*.
ed to10 change ownership frequent :=¬
lyIy .. The Only reason to10 bold a fee-

simple
feefee-

simplesimple land base Is so that the-

land
Ihe-

land
theIhe

land can move among users to10 thethe-

Continued
the-

Continued(Continued on Page Twelve )
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highestl8he 11lnd\\lndlndandand bestbesl uusee within the-

economy
Ihe-

economy
theIhe

economy ., putJ3UIBut if,, land Iradlng-
among

tradingIradlngtrading-
amongamongwnersamong \,pwners\wnerswnersowners laIs hotbotnot desired ,

I
, people reserve , the land for a-

special
aa-

sstjeciulecialspecials purpose . For Instance , it-

can
II-

can
ItII

I{notIcan be made a park ,, and that'sthats' notnot-

feefee simple land .." ,, ItII can be made-

'wild
made-

0

mademade--'

a& 'Wild'wild 0114andataj1 'scenic'scenic '

river ,, orof A-

wildlife
ftA.

\\00wildlife refuge , a national forestforesl ,

humberIa state forest or any of a numbedhumberNumberhumber-
ofI11of' of other government or communicommunlcommunl-

4Y

communl-

N

¬.

N. tyilY4Y controlled lands ., Then It-

becomes
itit-

becomesbecomes trustrust! land heldheld
',

In behalf-
pf

behalf
pfsingleIndIVIdualsa group pf peoplepeople-peoplenot- not single
individuals -. but a group of
peopleeopleeogle . I-

And
I-

And
ii-

AndAnd I! believebe/levebeleve/ thereIhere must also
bee heritagehentage lands ; there must be-

land1
betbetculturalIturallandland1lands.; there must be lands-

set
landslands-

setset aside that we as Natives knowknow-

will
know-

willwill always be there and to which-

our
whichwhich-

ourour ppfOplepeople< ople wtylwijlwill always be attach-

ed
attach-

ed
attachattach--¬-

ed TheTile land can'tcant' belong to in-inin¬.-
. '

dividualsdivlduals ,, Itrustit rustmustUSI belong to us as-

A

as
A.a group , WeWeshouldWfshould,,

should have a se ¬.
cond round selectionsqlectJonsglection among our
43.743743,7,. million acrescres . A relatively-
small

relativelyrelatively-
smallsmallselectssmaltsmallsmallselectiqnselectsselectionselectiqn4cres

n ,, $sayayayt4,i4,44t4 to10 10-

million
1010-

millionmillion acresafros ,,
''couldcould''-
could

c-

ouldcould be setsel asidd-

as
asiddasideaside-

&S&as&SS culturalculturaloror fieriuigoerHageIter'itageIteritage' lands for-

the
forfor-

IhetheIhe people Inin perpetuityrpetultyrpetuity , main-

taining
mainmain-¬.-

taininglalOlng our ethnicthnitethnic identityIdentlly .,.

Without such a& land base ,, we are-

not
areare-

notnot a. people .,

tI believe Ihethe'propertheproper' proper group to-

control
10-

control
to10

control such lands are the villages-
as

villages
''-
as

a- s'-

as
a- svillages'asas tribal entitiesentilles .. I think that-

village
Ihal-

villuge
thatIhal

villagevilluge really translatesltanslates into tribe-

and
Irlbe-

and
tribeIrlbe

and itII 1isIf$ that unitunll of people In-

Alaska
inin-

AlaskaAlaska which Influences us as In-

dividuals
inin-

dividuals
In-In-¬-

dividuals in our lives and our-

cultures
ourour-

culturescultures ..

To believe thatthai 1991 legislation-
will

legislationlegislation-
willwill write the final chapter andand-

solve
and-

solvesolve all our problems is , of-

course
ofof-

coursecourse ,, naive .. It is only one more-

page
moremore-

pagepage in the history of the in ¬.

digenousdigenOllsdigenoiis! peoples1180ples of thpthe North-
American

NorthNorth-
AmerlcanAmericanAmerlcan ContinentcontlnenlContinenf ,. We will-

always
willwill-

alwaysalways havhave to10 fight for what we-

want
We-

want
we

Want and weea will constantly have-

to
havehave-

toto engineerlAndengineerenglnee )
,,
.and.ndnd workworll with laws-

that
lawslaws-

thatthat bringt> Hngrlng justice within our-

cultural
ourour-

culturalalwayshavecultural values .. We will always-
have

always
have to fightlight to protect that which-
we

whichwhich-
Wewe have gained ..

To argue thathat the land claims-
should

claimsclaims-
shouldshould be thrown out is absurd ,,.
It must only be fine-tunedfinetuned-- t6to bet-

ter
bet-betbet¬.-

terler serve the people .. When we-

read
wewe-

readread the Act today , the only thing-
left

Ihing-

lell
thingIhing

leftlell out of the ActAclisis the Native-
people

NativeNative-
peoplepeople asasNatlvesasNatives,, Natives . We are there-

as
therethere-

asas shareholderssharehblders , but we'rewere' just-
not

justjust-
notnot there aas> Natives .. ItIllsl1meis time to-

put
toto-

putput the Natives back in the settle-
ment

settle-
ment

settlesettle--¬-
ment act and put the feoplepeople> back-

on
backback-

onon the land .,

The Alaska Federation of-

Natives
ofof-

NativesNatives convention coming upup-

this
up-

thisthis week will go a long waywsy

towards ironing out many o our-

diffetences
our-

dlffetences
our

differencesdlffetencesdiffetences , and the amendnamend ents-

proposed
entsents-

proposedproposed are bascially ]foodgoodgood-

amendments
oodood-

amendmentsamendmentsheydon't., Ifanythinganything , heyhey-

don'tdon'tdont' go far enoughnough . They aarqon-
ly

arqon-arqonon-

ly
onon-on-.

lyIy a start , andandnd even if we passpass-
them

pass-
themthem in convention and we ggtJ to-

Washington
to-

WashmgtQn
to

WashingtonWashmgtQn , D.CDC. ." , theIhe final lawlaw-

coming
awaw-

comingcoming from themthepltheir may vvjiryryry-

greatl
ry-

greatlrgreatlygreatlrgreatlrfromexpe4tationsgreatl i from what our expeexpecjta-
tions

expecjta-expecjtaexpe4ta-expe4tata -.
tions are today ., WWe0 rnustmust c9nronr,,
stantly be designing and wworkingworking-
towards

rkmgrkmg-

towanlstowardstowanls new laws and nnew-
amendment

newww-

amendmenl4amendmenl4amendment ? and newnow adjustments-
that

adjusllnents-
that

adjustmentsadjusllnents
that servesejrvesee ourur people as Native-
people

NativeNative-
peoplepeople ]) notclot only as01 shareholders ,

but as Dativeative people .

OurOurii, corporations havehave-

econo"1ic
have-

econotrhiceconomicecono"1icecono1iceconotrhic" power unforeseen-
However

unforeseen-
However

unforeseen
However , they are only a begin-

ning
begin-

ning
beginbegin-¬-

ning . The next step must lead to-

perpetuitting
to-

perpetul4tmg
to

perpetuatingperpetul4tmgperpetuitting an ethnic entity-

Village
entity-

Village
entity

Village Culturalvtultural control of a land-

base
landland-

basebase is the only way to safeguard
\

a cultural future It'sItsIt'lItl' a loiical-
progression

logicalloiicallogical-

PrQgreslionprogressionPrQgreslion in the perpetuation of-

our
ofof-

ourour people .

All In all , given the immeimmensityimmersityimmersity-

of
#sltyslty-

QfofQf the settlement act of '7711 , we-

have
wewe-

havehave indeed progressed very wellwell-

as
well-

asas a9. people . We have a new pride-

and
pridepride-

andand confidence . We are !Moving-

toward
IIovlng-

loward
movingIIovlng

towardloward unityuMy that was not here-

before
herehere-

beforebefore . We have leadership tthatthat-

was
atat-

waswas underutilizedunderutllized . Our youthyouth-

have
youth-

havehave a future . Our arguments toto-

day
to-toto-

day
-¬-

day are spirited and open , with-

communication
withwith-

communicationcommunication between ethnic-

groups
ethnicethnic-

groupsgroups at an all time high .. We are-

people
areare-

peoplepeople -- we know who we are and-

we
andand-

weWe can openly argue about what-

we
whatwhat-

wewe want for ourselves and eacheach-

other
each-

otherother . This has never Before been-

the
beenbetnbetn-

he,fhethehe case in the history of our-

peoples
ourour-

peoplespeoples . In general , it is a good-

time
goodgood-

timetime to be an Eskimo , Aleut , oror-

Indian
or-

IndianIndian in Alaska . That isII aa-

tremendous
a-

tremendoustremendous achievement


