Changes in spring
hunts considered

STAN JONES According to the F&WS’s
Kotzebue Correspondent Bob Leedy, the US. presently
has treaties with Japan, Canada,

Officials of the US. Fishand and  Mexico which prohibit =
Wildlife Service: collected-eom- . spring.-and - sunvmer-waterfo i =
ments recently in Kotzebue on  hunts, although the F&WS has
proposed changes to internatio- ot had a policy of enforcingthé
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which could pay the way for le-  signed with the Soviet Union 2
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Leedy said that the F&WS
wanted to legalize the spring and
summer waterfowl hunts so that
they could be regulated. Al-
though the hunts are technically
illegal now, the F&WS non-
enforcement policy has effec-
tively produced no regulation at
all. According to Leedy, the ser-
vice feels that some important
migratory waterfowl species are
declining and hopes that effec-
tive regulation would help to re-
verse the decline.

Leedy said the Service is well
aware of rural Alaskans’ need
for the spring and summer hunts
and would formulate its re-

fati only after a th
public information effort, inclu-
ding the collection of comments
from rural Alaska. He said re-
gulatory measures might include
seasons and bag limits.




