
Aleut corporation wants to stop OCS sale ',

The Aleut Corporation hashas-

asked
has-

askedasked that a proposed Federal outerouter-
continental

outer-
continentalcontinental shelf oil and gas salesale-

in
sale-

inin the Bering Sea , north of thethe-
Aleutian

the-
Aleutian

I(,I-

Agafon
Aleutian ChainO1ain , not be held .

Agafon KiukoffKrukoff , JrJr.. , inm com-
ments

com-
ments

comcom-¬-
ments delivered at a ""scopingscoping hear-
ing

hear-
ing

hearhear-¬-

ing" sponsored April 16 by BureauBureau-
of

Bureau-
ofof Land Management officials , saId-

that
saidsaid-

thatthat the St . George Basin should bebe-

the
be-

thethe last place for anyone to dnll-
for

drilldnlldrill-
forfor oil and gas.,.

""II believe the area under concon-

sideration
con-

sideration
con-con¬-

sideration for oil and gas explor-
ation

explor-
ation

explorexplor-¬-

ation known as the St . GeorgeGeorge-
Basin

George-
BasinBasin is the very last place on earth.

anyone should JiskI1skrisk drilling fforr hyhy-

drocarbons
hy-

drocarbons
hy-hy¬-

drocarbons , " Krukoff statedstated-

Krukoff

stated-

KrukoffKrukoff said that it would bebe-

unwise
be-

unwiseunwise to schedule OCSDCS drillingdnllingdulling inin-

the
in-

thethe region because of the threat toto-

rich
to-

richrich and crucial biological popula-
tions

popularpopula-populapopular-
tions

-

tions and the danger presented byby-

un
by-

unpredictableununpredictableredictable weather in the areaarea-

"It

area-

"It""ItIt isisnotnot too much to say thaI-
the

thatthaIthat-
thethe very area proposed for leasingleasing-
and

leasing-
andand exploration is one of the mostmost-
important

most-
importantimportant biological intersectionsintersections-
minm the world ... . It contains a nutri-
ent

nutri-
ent

nutrinutri-¬-
ent broth so nchrich that it 2attractsaltracts; tracts ,.

andandISis in turn fed by ,. a cctclecle of

mannemarinemarine mammals , fishfishandand birdsblrd5birds-
unrivaled

blrd5-
unrivaledunrivaled anywhere . The BenngBering SeaSea-

truly
Sea-

trulytruly has it11 all , from plankplanktonton toto-

blue
to-

blueblue whales ," said KrukoffKrukoff-

"It
Krukoff-

"It
Krukoff-

"it""ItIt supports the richestnchest fisheryfishery-
m

fishery-

ininm the country with its resourcesresources-
ItIt entertainsentertunsentertpins; enormous subsea herdsherds-
of

herds-
ofof crab , all five commercial salmonsalmon-

speCIes

salmon-

speciesspecies , bottom fish of every con-

ceivable
con-

ceivable
concon-¬-

ceivable descriptiondescnptlon in10 Incredible-
denSIties

incredibleincredible-

densitiesdensities , birds , birds , and moremore-

birds
more-

birdsbirds ,. and overwhelmingoverwhelmmg numbersnumbers-

of
numbers-

ofof marinemanne mammals includingIncludmg seasea-

otters
sea-

ottersotters ,. sea lionshons ,. walruseswainises ,. severalseveral-

kinds
several-

kindskinds of seals ( including over oneone-
million

one-
mtlhonmillionmtlhon fur seals ) , propoisesproPOIsepropotses<; , doldol-dol¬-

phinspluns , and nearly every kind ofof-

whale
of-

whalewhale thatthaI exists .,
"" added KrukoftKrukoft-

"I""II001 submit5ubmlt to you (thathal nohered-
oes

nowhereno\\herenoherenowhere-
does

\
does (thefie case against drillingdnlhng havehave-
more

have-
moremore validity that mIn the BenngBeringBenng-
Sea

Bering-
SeaSea There is an urgencyurgenq to protectprotectI-
hlS

protect-
thisthisIhlS area thatthaI trumps even the imim-

mense
tm-

mense
tm-tmim-im¬-

mense urgency to find more Oi-

lThe
oiloil-

TheThe BenngBering Sea must be a sanctuarySdnctuarsanctuary-
which

)
whichWhlh.: cannotcannOI behee violaviolatedled b\bbybthe\ thethe-

kind
the-

kmdkindkmd of national gluttonyglutton} whichwhich-
leads

hlchhlch-
leadsleads the nation to 'view'IewIew Alaska asas-

a
as-

aa giant ''dieharddiehard'dleharddlehard ' battery . '. KrukoffKrukoff-
sta

Krukoff-
statedstastatedstated-

See

stated-
SeeOPPOSh.PageFourl

tedted-

See( SeeSeeOPPOSh.PageFourlSeeOPPOShPageFourlOPPOSOPPOSE-OPPOSEOPPOSEPage!: .- Page Four))



.* Aleuts oppose OCSjsaleOCSsaIe . .

( Continued from Page One )

The Aleut Corporation presipresI-¬-

dentpresIdent,saidaid the biological importanceimportance-
ofof the area ,. coupled the severe andand-
unpredictable

and-
unpredictableunpredictable weather pattepatterns ,
makes BeringBenng Sea OCSoes exploratIOn-
an

exploration
an ""insaneinsane " riskfisk .

""ToTo make matters far worse ,

to compound the risk of explor-
ation

explor-
ation

explorexplor-¬-
ation incalculablymcalculably is the utterlyutterly-
unpredictable

utterly-
unpredictableunpredictable nature of the BenngBeringBenng-
Sea

Bering-
SeaSea weather Taken together wIth-
the

with-
the

with
the factfJct that the BeringBermg Sea is aa-

genuine
a-

genumegenuinegenume livinghVlng laboratory , it seemsseems-
dead

seems-
dedddeaddedd wrong ,. it seems insane even toto-

blend
to-

hlendblendhlend the risknsk of oil011 explorationexploration-
Intointo this mixture To do so ,. frank-
I

frankl-

y
frankfrank-¬-

Ily} Iis' to harness a time bomb to the-

fabulous
the-

tdhulous
the

Ijbuloustdhulousfabulous clockworkdockworl. of the BenngBenng-
SCd

Benng-
SeaSeaSCd .:"' Krukoff saidSJld 111-

1The

.thatJThe Aleut leader suggested thatha-

a
thatthat

ja ileusiondCliSlondecision to stop BeringBcnng SeaSca OCOCp(0\0\

oilall and gas activity would be thethe-

best
the-

bestbest course of action .

Krukoff concluded , ""II suggest ,

instead , erecting a giant stop signsign-

at
sign-

atat Unimak Pass . After all , thethe-
Aleutian

the-
AleutianAleutian Islands and the AleutAleut-
people

Aleut-
peoplepeople have very graciously hostedhosted-

the
hosted-

thethe Russians , the Americans ,. threethree-
atomic

three-
atomicatomic bombs , and a world war . II-

believe
I-

believebelieve now is an appropriate timetime-
for

time-
forfor this very special archipelagoarchipelago-
and

archipelago-
andand its people to finally play hosthost-
to

host-
toto a landing force of commoncommon-
sense

common-
sensesense , understanding and wonder-

The
wonder/wonder./"'

The position taken by the AleutAleut-
CorporatIOn

Aleut-
CorporationCorporation is similar to thosethose-
adopted

those-
adoptedadopted by villages of westernwestern-
Alaska

western-
AlaskaAlaska and north slope commumt-
iCS

communi-
ties

communicommum-commumcommuni-¬-

tiestiCS .

While the Aleut Corporation exex-

presses
ex-

presses
ex-ex¬-

.

presses total oppositionOppoS11on! to BeringBering-
SeaSea OCS oil011 development , the Asso-

ciation
Asso-

ciation
AssoAsso- ¬-

ciation of Village Council PresiPresi-¬-

dents (AAVCPVCP ) last month adoptedadopted-
a

adopted-
a

adopted
a formalformalconventionconvention resolutionresolution-
asking

resolution-
askingasking that a final decision on.. thethe-
Norton

the-
NortonNorton Sound and Navaron Basin-
OCS

Basi-
noes

Basin
OCSoes sales be put off until the end-
of

end-
of

end
of the proposed five-yearfiveyear-- Federal-
leasing

Federal-
leasing

Federal
leasing plan to allow full reviewreview-
of

review-
ofof the proposals by affected vil-

lages
vil-

lages
vilvil-¬--

lages .

Several north slope villages , andand-
the

and-
thethe North Slope Borough , havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen involved in litagation in the

federal and sta'testatestage'' courts ininopposiopposi-
tion

opposi-
tion

opposiopposi-¬-
tion to oiloilandand gas lease ' sales forfor-
the

for-
thethe Beaufort

.
Sea in theUte ArcticArctic-

Ocean
Arctic-

OceanOcean.. .

Leaders of several coastalcoastal-
Native

coastal-
NativeNative regions in Alaska have rere-

cently
re-

cently
re-re¬-

cently expressed serious interestinterest-
in

t
in devdevelopingloping a: coalition of coastal-
Native

coastal-
Native

coastal
Native areas to pursue common inin-

terests
in-

terests
in-in¬-

terests and concerns aboutabout-
proposed

about-
proposedproposed OCS oil and gas leasingleasing-
activity

leasing-
activityactivity .


