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WeWe. . . muslmust now. . _ look_ i carefully at bilingual eduedu-

tion
educa-

tion
educaeduca-.-

tion in those communities where the children dodo-

speak
do-

speakspeak thetho Native language . Here the term ""bilingualbilingual"bilingual-

education
"bilingual-

educationeducation " means - or is supposed truly to to mean -
education in two languages ., Native and English

The commucommunitiesJtles. Involved are m3Jnlymainly celcertaintam CentralCentral-

Yupik
Central-

YuplkYupikYuplk villages , especially those in the KuskokwimKuskokwtmKuskokwunKuskokwtm-
heartland

Kuskokwun-
heartlandheartland and nearby ,. and the SibenanSiberian YupikYuplkYupikvillagesVIllage-
sof

villages

of GambellGambeD.andSavoongaGambeDandSavoonga.andSavoonga on <;St1 Lawrence Island . 10to10-

a

to-

aa lesser extent also VenctleVentre and Arctic Village forfor-

Kutchin
for-

KutclunKutclunKutchin AthabalkanAthabaikan ., the Upper KobukKobukvillagesVIllages andand-

Wainwright
and-

WamwnghtWamwrigmWamwnghtWainwright for InupiaqInuplaqInuptaq , and AlkaAt1caAtka for Aleut ,. and-

perhaps
and-

perhaps
and

perhaps to some extentexlenl English Bay for Aluluq-

Sugpiaq
AlutiiqAluluqAlutuqAlutuq-

Sugpiaq(Sugpiaq ) , NikolaiNlkol31Nikolar for Upperllpper KuskOkwKuskokwimn , and LiveUveLive-

Village
Uve-

VdJaseVillageVdJase for TanamaTanaina . HowHo\/HoHolzHomany\/ many of the schools ofof-

these
of-

thesethese communities ,,, especiallyespec13l1J/espec13l1Jespec13l1Jfor/'' for CentralCenlral and Siben-

actually

Siberi-

an
Siben-SibenSiberi-Siberi -.

an Yupik wheTewhere Native Is stillstillrulystillrely}\\rulyrulyrely the dominantdominant-
language

dominant-
languagelanguage of, . the children , are there actually bilingualbl1iJ1guaibilingual-

programs
bl1iJ1gua-

iprogramsprograms ?' Certainly not allaD . How many hoursboon ia day

do Ihethe children min Ihethe lower grades actualactually! ) have in-

struction
min-in.-

structionstrucllon inm Nativeatlve language "'"" How man >) of thesethese-

chddren
these-

children
these-

childrenchildrenchddren papast" 'Ihethe'" 'twrdthird' ' grade' 'ha'ehaehave' anany) mstruclloninstruction ''nnm'n-

Ihe
m-

theihethe NativeNallveNative-

and
language alat all ' These are hard quesIlOlquesturrc:< .

and I believebebeve ihethe answeanswe-
For

answers 10to them "''nuldnuldwould be shod.mshodmshockmgshockmg-
For

. !
For one thingIhmg ,. stillSIlIi the maiori'ymaioriymalOnlmajority' ) of childnchIldren ",whowho-

speak
h "

. . , _ _ , . , ,spespeak Alast.dAlastdAlaska. "''alIvealIveNative languages5 are inIII Bureau of IndInd-

a
IndLlnIndianIndLln-

Affairs
Indian-

AffairsAffairs schools OfOfaOfana\aanaesllmMed:\ esllmMedestimatedated 4.000-4.50040004.5004.00040004.50045004.Q00.4,5004Q00.45004Q004500..-- .
, childrenchildren-

in
,

min AlaslaAlaska who speakik NatJNanNatifea lojjgiuages., an eSlunaledestimated
3,000.3,5003000.3500300035003,000-3,5003,00030003,5003500,.- ,,, _ _ are m BIA schooschools ,, reforc , bby- .

,, farfar-

the
far-

the
. . .

the grealeslgreatesttest number of Alaskan childrencIuIdrn: ""IioIiowho dodo-
Speak

do-

speakspeak Native languagelanguageareareare-arearenolarenot"- noinolnot jprolccprotec'edproteced' = d by thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska SlaleState BIlIngual EducallODEducation law SmceSince thcthere:.. hashas-

See
has-

See
has-

rr (See BILINGUALBIUNGUAL ., Page Six )
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been a StaleState lalaw" that all AlaskanAlaskan-

hools
Alaskan-

schools,--hoolshoolsschools whlwhich<..hh have 15 or moremore-
I

more-

nowI( nonow" kh or more ) sludentsstudents whosewhose-

primary
whose-

prlm.rprlm.rprlmrprimary. , I.nguageInguagelanguage. IS other thanthan-
I

than-

nI1h
than-

nglishI nI1hnglish!, , ,shallh.1Ih1I. have a teacherteacher-

11uent

teacher-

fluent11uentfluent min that language TheThe-

BIA

The-

HIAHIABIA school syslemsystem ., however 15is1-

5'WI

is-

nut''WIWInut'WIlhleLI\\lhleLIlhleLIsohlect, to Alaska SlateState lawslaws-

To

laws-

ToTo ""h.leverh.leverhleverwhatever. extent ttit complies-

with
wmphescomplies

"with, Ih Ihosethose lalaws" , ,itsts comphancecompliancecomphanceI-

S

compliancei-

sIS essenll.llyessenllllyessentiallyessenll.llyvolunwryessentiallyvoluntary. volunwryvoluntary TheThe-
BI

The-

BIABIBIAA l1.el1elike. .any" human rnstltutlOninstitution .

docdoes, nOInot change qUlcklquickly ThereThere-

arc
There-

arearcare st1still, ' teateachers. hers prrnc/palsprrncpalsprincipals/ ., andand-

.dn1lnslr.lors
and-

administrators..dn1lnslr.lorsdn1lnslr.lorsdn1lnslrlorsadministrators, . In both BIA andand-

e211m.1

and-

reviunal,e211m.1e211m1reviunal. schoolsschails who are Indtfindif-indif.-

ferent or hostile toward AlaskaAlaska-

NativeNative languagesug , who areare/stillarestill/ sstillstill-

very
ea vem : rt :( :

very muchiuch a part of the oldold-

assimilationist
old-

itionistas5tmassimilationistitionistatlOntst tradition whichwruchwhich-

for
which-

snerations
wruch-

forfor generationssnerations now has beenbeen-

punIShing
been-

punishingpunishingpunIShingoror discouragingdlSCouragmg NativeNative-

children
Native-

chldrenchildrenchldren, from speakingspeakmg theirtheu an-

cestral
an-

cestrallanguage
an-

uage
an-an-

cestralcestrallanguage' 'language; uage for generationsgenerations-
Where

generations-
WhereWhere bIlmgualbilingual programs areare-

IaLkmg
are-

lackingIaLkmglacking for chIldren who speakspeak-

aa Native language , the reasonreasonI-

SIS sometunessometimes jivengiven that thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople themselves do not wantwant-

the
want-

thethe program , and ""locallocal control "
should decide such questionsquestions-
There

questions-
ThereThere are many wrong thingsthmgsthings-

that
thmgs-

thatthat can contributecontllbute to such a

decision , however.. SinceSmce useuse-

of
use-

ofof thentheIItheir own language is schoolschool-

was

school-

waswas denieddented to10 them , the parentsparents-

may
parents-

maymay notnol be aware even of thethe-

possibility
the-

posslbilttypossibilityposslbiltty ,. or they may not havehave-

aa clear idea of bilingualbihngual educa-

lion

educa-

tion
educaeduca-¬-

tionlion , having heard only that thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative language is an obstacleobstacle-

toto their children'schildrenschiidren'schiidrens' progress , andand-

that
and-

thatthat this would be regressionregression-
"back

regression-
"back""backback to the blanket ,." eespe-

cially
espe-

cially
espe-espe; -

ciaMycially if the optionopllon is stillstili pre-

sented
pre-

sented
prepre-¬-

sented to10 them in10 thisth.sths. hght-

Eighty
lighthghtlight-

EightyEighty years of brainwashingbramwashmgbrainwashing-
have

bramwashmg-
havehave taken theirIhelr toll Genera-

lions
Genera-

tions
GeneraGenera-¬-

tionslions have laready been brain-

washed
bram-

washed
brainbram-brambrain-¬-

washed withwllh thethc notion that NaNa-

tive

Na-

ttve
Na-Na¬-

tivettve languages are inferiormferlor , dirdisad-

vantageous
dlS3d-dlS3ddisad-disaddlS3d-

van

-*-
vanvantageoustageous to10 the children 10in1-

0theu

in-

their
. . .

thentheutheir liveshves and careerscareen ; and withwith-

Ihe
with-

theIhethe rubbISh Ihatthat (because educa-

tors
educa-

tors
educa-educa-

torsjrs themselves speakspeakonlyonly oneone-

language
one-

languagelanguagemtmaze .., EnglishEngltsh ) it is unheal-

irload
unheal-

thy
unheal-

thy
unheal-unheal -

thy to overloadirload one'sones' brambrain WIth-

more
withwith-

moremore Ihanthan., . one language ,., or thatthaIthaI-

II

that-

itIIit IS ipossibleimpossible to speak IwO-

languages
twoIwOtwo-

languageslanguageslanguages well . Even if that istSis-

the
tS-

thethe sinceresmcere beliefbehef of the edu-

ause

edu-

cators
edu-edu-.

cators ( becauseause most are not bi-

lingual
bi-

nselves
bl-

Itngual
bi-bibl-bl-

Itnguallingual themselvesnselves ) it is absoluteabsolute-
nonsense

absolute-
nonsensenonsense LearnmgLearningirnmg to speakspeak-

more
speak-

moremore than one_ . . language is nor-

lallh
nor-

mal
nor-nor-.

mal , healthlallh ,. and advantageousadvantageous-
Even

advantageous-
EvenEvenn if the parents wantwant-

bilingual
want-

bllmgualbilingualbllmgual education ,. however ,.

them may have elected a schoolschool-

board
school-

boardboard consIStconsisting109 of the ""betterbetter"better-
educated

"better-
educated''ducatedducatededucated " members of the com-

lunity
com-

mumty
com-

munity
com-com-

lunitymumtymunity ,. who therefotetherefore representrepresent-
more

represent-
moremore the educatorseducator.' own assimi-assimiass.mlassml. -'

lalationistliomst views more than thosethose-

of
those-

ofof the ""lessless acculturated " papa-

rents
pa-

the

pa-pa-.
rents ; and/orandor/ many members ofof-

the
of-

thethe Board may be under the in!in-

fluence
nf-

luence
n-nin-in¬-

fluence of a local administra-
tor

administraadminlstraadministra- ¬.-
tor indifferent or hostile to bibi-

lingual
bi-bi¬.-

linguallingualeducationeducation . Thus , underunder-

the
under-

thethe name of "'""locallocal control "
children ireare denied the right thethe-

State
the-

StateState BilingualBtlIngual EducationEducallon Jaw-

was
lawJawlaw-

waswas designed to prptectpr9tect ., theirtheir-

nght
their-

rightrightnght to a truly equal oppor-
tunity

opporoppor-¬.-

tunitytunlty in education .

There are two crucially diffe-

rent
diffedlffediffe-¬.-

rent ways of looking itat bilingualbilIngual-

educatIOn
bilingual-

educationeducation ,. one as a ""transi-
tional

"transitransi"transi- ¬.-

tionaltlonal " program , the other as aa-

"maIntenance

a-

"maintenance""maintenancemaintenance" program . BothBoth-

programs
Both-

programsprograms begin by teaching In-

Native
inin-

NativeNative , including reading andand-

writing
and-

writingwriting , and introducing EnglishEnglish-

asas a second language , say oneone-

hour
one-

hourhour a day in the first year ., ThisThis-

might
This-

mightmight grow to two hours ofof-

Engbsh
of-

EnglishEnglishEngbsh the next year ,. and toto-

three
to-

threethree or four the next.. TheThe-

"maintenance
The-

"mamlenance""maintenancemaintenance"mamlenancemamlenance " program is 01oneone-

inin10 whichwluch English would nevnevernever-

entirely
never-

entirely
, .

entirely replace the NativeNallve lan-

guage
lan-

guage
lan-

side

lan-lan-

guage ti <;urnculumrriculum , butbut-

where
but-

wherewhere both o Id have a placeplace-

SIde

place-

sideside by side in10 the school ,. and-

in

and-

m

and
inm whichwb.chwbch. the Native languagelanguage-

would
language-

wouldwould never occupy a smallersmaller-

part
smaller-

partpart of theIhe day than , say , oneone-

hour
one-

hourhour up through all the upperupper-

grades
upper-

gradesgrades The NativeNattve languagelanguage-

would
language-

wouldwould thus be maintainedmamtamed in10 thethe-

S
the-

schoolS<.school.hoolhool alongalongwithwith EnglishEnghsh , cui-

t.vated
cul-

tivated
culcui-cuicul-¬-

tivatedt.vatedtvated. ,. developed ,. and honored .

In a ""transitionaltransitional"transilionaltransilional " program ,

bilingualblhngual education is Ir.lns.llon-
al

transition-
al

transitionIr.lns.llon-Irlns.llonIr.lns.llonIrlnsllontransition-. . ¬-

al ,. goinggomg from the Native lang-

ige

lang-

uage
lang-

uage
lang-lang-

uageige over to English in such aa-

way
a-

waywayay that English totally replacesreplaces-

the
replaces-

thethe NativeNallve language . The Nallve-

language
NativeNallveNative-

languagelanguage is only used as a meansmeans-

of
means-

ofof acquiringacqulf1ngacqulf1ngsuffictenlacquiringsufficientsufficientsuffictenl schoolschool-

ability
school-

ablhtyabilityablhty and knowledge of EnglishEnglish-

soso that once enough ;EnglishngllSh IS-

learned
isis-

learnedlearned ,. the NativeNatwt language cancan-

be
can-

bebe abandoned . The unfortunateunfortunate-
fact

unfortunate-
factfact is that almost everywhereeverywhere-
thethe bilingualbtlmgual programs are transi-

tional
transitransi-transi1-

I0nal
-¬-

tional1I0nal ,. not maintenancemamtenance ,. both in-

their
mtnintn-

theirtheir intentmtent and practicepracllce . ESEESEAESEA-

Title
AA-

TttleTitleTttle VII ., which funds bilingualblhngualbilingual-

education
blhngual-

educationeducation as a spec13lspecial program ,

is expressly for these transitionaltranslttonaltransitional-
purposes

translttonal-
purposespurposes . Thus practicallypracllcally nono-

elementary
no-

elementaryelementary schools have anyany-

Nallve
any-

NativeNallveNative language past about thethe-

third
the-

thirdthird grade A few high schoolsschools-

have
schools-

havehave NattveNative language programsprograms-

asas a kindkmd of cultural enrichment .

But by and Urgelarge , even in thosethose-

schools
those-

schoolsschools where the chddren's-
pnmary

children'schildrenschddren'schddrenschildren's-
primary

'

"pnmaryprimary" nary language is Native ,. Ed-

non
Ed-

ucation
Ed-

ucation
Ed-Ed-

ucationnon goes on more in10 English ,
mostly in EnglishEnghsh , or even ex-ex-

lusivelyelusively inn! English .

Actually ,. it is not the exactexact-
c1ockhours

exact-
clockhoursdock-hoursdockhoursc1ock-hoursc1ockclock-hoursclock-- spent using oneone-
language

one-
languagelanguage or another which is thethe-

most
the-

mostmost important thing about aa-

bilingual
a-

bilingualbilingual program , it is above allall-

the
all-

thethe attitude ' toward the lan-

guages
lanlan-¬.-

guages which the program teach-

es
teachteach-¬.-

es.. On the surface the mainte-

nance
mainte-

nance
maintemainte-¬-

nance and transitional types ofof-

program
of-

programprogram .!.appearappeartlPpearppear the same , at thethe-

beginnm
the-

beginnmgbeginningbeginnmgbeginnm ., However , the main-

tenance
mainmain-¬.-

tenance program honohonorso anddd-

valuesvaluesvaJueshonoEdvaJuesthe NativeNativ- ehilangulanguagehihiohonoEdhiandge andand-

teaches
and-

teacheseachesteaches: that though ofofcourse\\coursecoursecoursecourse-

the
course-

thehethe childrencluldren should learn EnglishEnglISh-

asasis a second language because ofof-

its
of-

itsitsits undeniable.,, practical valuevaJue ,
itfflstill the Native language is alsoalso-

of
also-

ofof!)) great value and should bebe-

maintained
be-

maintainedmaintained by the community ,

thathatt the local language of thethe-

community
the-

communitycommunity , for the people toto-

speak
to-

speakspeak to each other , will conlln-

ue
contin-

ue
continconlln-conllncontin-¬-

ue to be Native . English they-

will

they-

will
they

wfllwill learn as a.a. second language ,

for communication with thethe-

rest
the-

restrest of the world , but theirthetr ownown-

world
own-

worldworld continues to exist , and thethe-

potent13l
the-

potentialpotentialpotent13l of theirthelt own languagelanguage-

for
language-

forfor growthgrowth'ShdgrowthShdgrowthaltd',.>!llld development IS-

also
isis-

alsoalso to be realized-therealizedthe- best ofof-

both
of-

bothboth worlds-

TransItional
worlds-

Transitional
worldsworlds-

TransitionalTransitional bilingualbilmgual educa-

lion
educa-

tion
educaeduca-¬-

tionlion programsprogram):, on the otherother-

hand
other-

handhand , implicitimplicitaImpltctt\lImpltcttlimplicitbutImpltcttlbut.\! but constantlyconstantly-
teach

constantly-
teachteach the allaftatl&udeatlude&!Jdeide that EnglishEnglishI-

SIS baslcaJbasical" 'leilerr than Native ,
that the NotNat .language11I.nguage11Inguage is of nono-

value
no-

valuevalue , lhatthat It ,. as*'s no future ,. andand-

should
and-

shouldshould be reJlregUcedregloced! ced by English ,

as the peoplepeoplebysimilate)Jijsuntlate$slmlla te intomto thethe-

"mainstream"of
the-

"matnslream'1""mamstream'lof"mainstream-"of"mainstreammainstream"ofof"'-"mainstream"ofsociety"mamstream'lmamstreaml"matnslream'1matnslream1'# of society , andand-

lose
and-

loselose their own IdentltyIhe-
modern

idcntity-theidcntitytheIdentlty-IheIdentltyIheidentity-theidentityidentitythe-
modern

-
modern ""finatfinat"fmalfmal"finalfinal :: solutionsolullon "- to thethe-

"Indian
the-

"Indian""IndianIndian proble1it-

Where
problefliproble1it-proble1itproblem.."-'

u/iuiWhere/ ii-iitheii'lrpose, - ->--'lrpose'lrposelrpose' rpose of a firS-

Ilanguage

first-

language
first-

still

first-firstfirSI-firSI-

language bilirtialb.lirlgualblirlgual. program ISI-
Smil

is-

stillstillmil basicallybaSlcaJly aaunilationistatslmllatiOnlstatnunilationtst , andand-

not
and-

notnot sincerely Ilit\tn the interestmterest ofof-

the
of-

thethe suTVsunrVatsurvival''VatVat aidand developmentdevelopment-
ofof Native Ianglanguagelahg'itagelahgitage,'age and culture ,.

it shouldshould'beshouldbe'' be 6040do surprise that allall-

too
all-

tootoo often ,. Native-speakingNativespeakingallve-5peakingallve5peakinglgativespeaking-- b-

hngual
bibi-

lingual
b-bbi-bi, ¬-

lingualhngual teachFrsteachersteachers ireare not IIIve-
nadequate

givenIIIvengiven-

adequateadequate .
..aaaOministrativemmlStralive andand-

moral
and-

moralmoral supP"OlasupPOlasuppodt" , or adequate op-

portunity
op-

portunityfprfgetting
op-op-

portunityportunityfprfgetting. fprgettmg! the tr.lming-

they
trainingtr.lmingtrlmingtraining-

they
.

they needneed-needneedandneedqnd;-- 'andqnd00 lack good bibi-

lingual
bi-

lingual
bi-bi¬-

lingual mateiialstnat9lalsmatebials often eveneven-

where
even-

wherewhere suchsucltmaserials., materialsmalerlals existeXJSt AdAd-

ministrators
Ad-Ad¬.-

ministratorsmlnlstrators , carlcegnn cause a bilingualbilingual-

program
bilingual-

programprograiprogram , tvelfevert with smceresincere andand-

courageollS
and-

courageouscourageollScourageous teichersteachers) , to wither-

and
wllherwitherwllher-

andand failfall bjlIStry' notflotpot supporting I-

Iproperly
itIIit-

properlyproperly ,. thuOiulthus. ""provingproving " theIr-

own
theirtheir-

own. _ v.i-fv.ifv.ivifbelief. . - .Ihth.u.au.aua. XINative. , . . . _ i5 .own '# languageslanguages-

dodo not belbelsaLbel0.bgbel0bg.,lSc min educationeducallon , oror-

belong
or-

belongbelong onlyonly.tonlytonlyemporanlyonly.temporanly.}Jemporarilyemporanly untilunttluntil-

they
unttl-

theythey can &tae replaced wIth-

Enghsb
withwith-

EnglishEnglishEnghsb ,., andandlandt-andtandtthen)"-' then dispenseddispensed-

with
dispensed-

withwith .
0-

-00-

Moreover

*.tt-

Moreover

'.-

MoreoverMoreoverfa, \\fafatpethe persons in auau-

thority
au-

thority
au-au¬-

"thority ,. the "administratorsadministratorsdmJnislratorsdministrators andand-

certified
and-

certifiedcertified teacliersteacers) , are generallygenerally-

notnot bllmgualbiltngualjandbilmgual'andbilmgualand,:'''andand are unable 10-

speak
to10to-

speakspeak the languageAanguage of thethe-

children
the-

childrenchildren . There is no requlIe-

ment
require-

ment
requirerequlIe-requlIerequire-¬-

ment that they should be able toto-

do
to-

dodo so . On the other hand ,. bibi-

lingual
bl-

lmgual
bl-blbi-bi¬-

linguallmgual teachers are often pre-

vented
pre-

vented
prepre-¬-

vented from achievingachievrng poSlttons-

of
positions-

of
positionspoSlttons

of authority by ._.- regulations
r-
egulationsregulations pro-

hibiting
propro-¬.-

hibitinglublttng certifiedcerttfledcertifiedteachersteachers fromfrom-

working
from-

workingworking as-asuasbilingual- bilingualbillngual teachersteachers-

The

teachers-

TheThe bilingual teachers can onlyonly-

be
only-

bebe subordinatesubordmate aides ,. not thethe-

actual
the-

actualactual authority figure in thethe-

classroom
the-

classroomclassroom . (The(The children cer-
tainly

cercer-¬.-
tainly getgett the message .) IfIf-

Continued

If-

Contlaued(ContinuedContlauedContlpued on Page Seven )



. languagesIeslanguagesCon-

tinued

__
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they become certified teachers ,
they are no longer qualified , oror-

areare ""overqualifiedoverqualifiedoverqualified-overqualifiedforve "- , ff-
ach

for thethe-

positron: vetuatua: :positionpositrontl of bilingual teacherach r ,

and may then teach only in thethe-

conventional
the-

convenuonalconventionalconvenuonal Eng1ishEnglish-onlyEnglishonly- nly way .

WhileWIuIe the bilingual educationeducation-
that

education-
thatthat has developeddiveloped: in AlaskaAlaska-

sIDce

Alaska-

sincesincesIDce 1970 is certainly a vastvast-

unprovement
vast-

unprovementunprovement over the unrelievedunrelieved-

repression
unrelieved-

repressionrepression of Native languageslanguages-

before
languages-

beforebefore ((1900-1970)(190019001970)1970-- ) , we mustmust-

not
must-

notnot fool ouourselves' 'into' thinking-
that

thinkmgthinkingthinkmg-
that

" ' '
that in Its present state biJmgualbilingualbiJmgua-
leducation

bilingual-

educationeducation could yet effectivelyeffectively-
counteract

effectively-
counteractcounteract the destructive In-

fluence
in-

fluence
in-

ihe

in-in-

fluence on Native languages ofof-

the
of-

theihethe ducationalducatlonal system as it stili-

IS

stillstilistill-

naISn . It is only a beginning . To thethe-

extenl
the-

extentextentextenl that teachingteachmg inm NativeNative-
la

Native-

languageslalapguageslanguagesguages is used in all schoolsschools-

where
schools-

wherewhere children speak the lan-

guage
lan-

guage
lanlan-¬-

guage , and at least to a SIgnif-

icant

signifi-

cant
signifiSIgnifi- ¬-

cant extent , say one hour day , inin-

aU

in-

allallaU grades where the childrenchildren-
speak

children-
speakspeak the language , including thethe-

upper
the-

upperupper grades :; to the extent thatthat-

the
that-

thethe teachers are well t-

well
t-ttrained- : ' ,

well supported , and havhave_ ade-

quate
ade-

quate
ade-ade--

quate materials ; to the extentextent-
that

extent-
thatthat the Native language Is cuicul-

tivated
cul-cul.-

tivatedtlvatedtlvatedandtivatedandand truly honored in thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool ; only then will thethe-

school
the-

schoolschool system strengthen insteadinstead-

of
instead-

ofof weaken the status of NatIVe-

languages
NativeNative-

languageslanguages in Alaska . As thingsthings-

are
things-

areare now , although the destru-
cs

destruc-

tion
destruc-

tion
destruc-destruc-

,s,\ liontion in the schools may be slow-
I

slo-
wJ

slow-

ed
slow-slow-

\\JJ\.I ed dwon somewhatsomewhatl, I believe thethe-

schools
the-

schoolsschools have by no means stop-

ped
stopstop-stop-

ped
-¬-

ped undermining the future ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska Native languages even inmm-

those
m-

thosethose few areas where thethe-

children
the-

childrenchildren still speak the language .

Thus , the danger is stillstiU veryvery-

great
very-

greatgreat that not just most but aD-

the
allaDall-

thethe Alaska Native languages willwill-

die
will-

diedie during the coming century .

(Continued Next Week)


