
limitInuit tifinfantiafagtit_ 'ledeathdeAtliII°rateratete -disputed. .

OTTOTTAWAOTTAWA-AOTTAWAAAW A-AA-A studystudy-
which

study-
whichwhich shows Inuit babies dia-

at
diediadie-

atat five times the nationalnational-
rata

national-
rateraterata is ""outout of datedata and inin-

accurate
in-

accurate
in-in¬-

accurate ,,"' says MichaelMichael-
Amarook

Michael-
AmarookAmaroolcAmarook , President of InuitInuit-
Tapirisat

Inuit-
TapirisatTapiriaatTapirisat of Canada .

""ItIt gives a very faIse-
idea

falsefaIsefalse-
ideaidea about health , care forfor-

Inuit
for-

InuitInuit ., and the quality of theitheif-
health

theirtheif"*

health.. AboAlso.,, the study is basedbased-
on

based-
onon data gathered nearly sbt-

years
sixsbtsix-

yearsyears ago8go.,"" Mr . AmarookAmarook-
says

Amarook-
sayssays .

preparedbyThe joint study prepared
by National Health and Wel-
fare

Wel-
fare

WelWel-¬-
fare and co-authoredcoauthored-- by Dr .

DonaldIb1a1d Spady of the UniversityUniversity-
ofof Alberta , blames culturalcultural-
change

cultural-
change.aschangechange.aschangeas..asas the main culpritculprit-
for

culprit-
forfor poorpoor'InuitpoorInuitpoor'lnuitpoorlnuit' Inuit infant health .

But it also says a8 main causecause-
Is

cause-
isis 'thatth'at Inuit mothers reducedreduced-
breast

reduced-
breastbreast feeding to ""imitateimitate thethe-

whites
the-

whiteswhites ." The Spady studystudy-
ruled

study-
ruledruled out inadequate medicalmedica-
lcare

medica-
lcarecare as a factor in poorpoor-
infant

poor-
infantinfant health-healthbealtbhealthMr-. Mr . AmarookAmarook-
maintains

Amarook-
maintainsmaintains that poor medicalmedical-
services

medical-
servicesservices is a crucial factorfactor-
in

factor-
inin that Health and Weifare-
officials

WelfareWeifareWelfare-
officialsofficials used to urge InuitInuit-
mothers

Inuit-
mothersmothers not to breast feed

their babies . .

""III wasWas.anWasan.-.anan-ananinterpreter'-'interpreterinterpreternterpreteJ-interpreterinterpreter-
in 'in the sixties for the. nursesnurses-
and

nurses-
andand doctors who came to mymy-

community
my-

communitycommunity ,. of Baker Lake .

That'sThats' whatwhat.theywhatthey..theythey told thethe-
Inuit

the-
InuitInuit to do .", Inuit mothersmothers-
weren't

mothers-
weren'tweren'twerent' imitating the whiteswhites-
by

whites-
byby choice:;: thsthe governmentgovernment-
used

government-
usedused to say that unlessunkles we-

learned
wewe-

learnedlearned to do things the south-
ern

southsouth-south-
em

-¬- .
ernem way ,. we had no futurfuture .n" ".-

Inadequate medical carecare-
is

care-
isis considered to be one factorfactor-
explaining

factor-
explainingexplaining the poor Inuit inin-

fant
in-in-in-

fant
¬-

fant health .
""ITCITC"rrcrrc met 'Tvith'WithWith HealthHealth-

and
Health-

andand WeifWelfartWeifarWeifoffidalsoffitialsoffidalsofficials just lastlast-
month

last-
monthmonth to discuss gui1delines-
for

guildelines-
for

guildelinesgui1delines
for a possible study of healthhealth-
care

health-
carecare services in theI<KeewatineewatinKeewatin-
region

eewatinr-
egionregion of Nunavut.," Mr . Ama-
rook

AmaAma-Ama-
rook

-¬-

rook says . ""OneOne"OnaOna of the fac-

tors
fac-

tors
facfac-¬-

tors that will be examinedexamined-
isis the adequacy of healthhealth-
care

health-
carecare delivery ,. !andlnd its rela-relareJa-reJa-

.

tionshiptIonshlp to the quality ofof-

health
of-

healthhealth in Keewatin ."
The Keewatin study ,. stillstill-

in
still-

inin the planning stages8tages , waswas-
NHW

was-
NHW'sNHWNHWsNHW's'a response to the HE-
President's

TTClTCHElTC-
President'sPresident'sPresidents'' call last Novem-
ber

NovemNovem-Novem-
ber

-¬-
ber for a fullfun inquiry Into-
Inuit

intointo-
InuitInuit health care services inin-

NunavuL
in-

NunavutNunavutNunavuLNunavut- ==-
Nunavut"In._ .- - - -

""InIn a region such .ase.ses thethe-
.Keewatin. ..Xeewatin-Xeewatin.KeewatiwKeewatiw.Keewatin-.KeewatinXeewatinwhere.Keewatinwhere-- where there areare-
about

are-
aboutabout 5.0005000. people ,. there isis-

not
is-

notnot one doctor and the closestclosest-
hospital

closest-
hospitalhospital is 400 air miles awayaway-
in

away-
inin ChurchillClUrchill . ManitobaManitobe . Wea-
ther

WeaWea-Wea-
ther

-¬-

ther conditions in the ArcticArctic-
often

Arctic-
oftenoften cause lengthy delaysdelays-
inin times of emergency ,." Mr .
Amarook says . """TheThe"IbeIbe"Ibeonlyonly way
InuitwayInuitliving in the Keewabn-
can

KeewatanKeewabnKeewatinKeewatin-
cancan see a doctor is to fly toto-

Churchill
to-

ChurchillChurchill or wait for one toto-

come
to-

comecome to their community .

Without doctors ,. the nursesnurses-
must

nurses-
mustmust shoulder responsibili-
ties

responsibiliresponsibili-¬-
ties and make decisions that

are carried out by doctors inin-

other
in-

otherother parts of Canada . How
can this be called satisfactorysatisfactory-

health
satisfactory-

healthhealth care ?"


