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Whet'" '?"'"hathatWhdlWhet subsistence Nois oneone-
has

one-
hashas detdefineddetnedned the word honeslly-
yet

honestly-
vet

honestlyhonesllyhonestly-

People
vet-

People
yetvetyet-

PeoplePeople sometmessometlnessometines get carriedearnedcarried-
sway

earned.-
way.iway.waywaysway.waywllhswaywithwithwllh and by what otherother-

people
other-

peoplepeople Itrv", to do or say aboul-

ubslStence
aboutaboulabout-

ubsistence\,subsistence\ubslStenceubslStenceubsistence
subsistenceAtubsistenceAt\At1\11 this day and age in th-

mtenor
th-ththethe-

Inleno
the-

interior
-

mtenorInlenointerior, of Alaska as wellweDweDas2asas-

"Iher
as-

they"olher"IherIher, they areas of the State ,. we havehave-
heard

have-
heardheard (thehe word ({ SUBSISTENCE )

used like an ax in threat to10 thethe-
Id3nldge

the-
idiantageidsantageId\3nldgeId3nldgeidiantage\ inrof> f some people to try

to obtain their goalgoals] . And to thethe-

disadvantages
the-

disadvantagesdisadvantagedisadvantages] of others ,, some-

times
somesome-¬.-

timesUrnes discrimmatelydiscriminately ,. to definedefine-

one
define-

oneone persons rightsnghts over anotheranother-
Citizens

another-
citizenscitizens rightnght because he or sheshe-

did
she-

diddid not meet certain quali-

fications
quahquali-quali.-

fications and thereforerefore wouldwould-

nOI

would-

notnotnOI be eligible to10 harvest somesome-

of
some-

ofof the resource that others maymay-

harvest
may-

harvestharvest
harvestI

I have said before , I raISed-

a

raised
a large family off the resourceresource-

of
resource-

ofof this land ,. into a subsIstence-

way
subsistencesubsistence-

wayway of lifehfe ,. theIhe natural way ofof-

II

of-

lifeIIlifefe The resource seemed toto-

have
to-

havehave been available when nnee-

ded
neenee-'-

ded IIff it was not available wewe-

used
we-

usedusedusedaa substitute ,. or went outout-

of
out-

ofofofourour way to getgel what waswas-

needed
was-

neededneeded most to keepkeepaa familyfamily-

going
family-

gomggoinggomg
goingIgomgI

I have watched my nneigh-

bors
neigh-

hors
neigh-neigh -

borshors and other people inm inmanymany-

other
many-

otherother areas of the State Ihave

very good years , and some veryvery-

lean
very-

leanlean poor times all dependingdepending-
onon what land and waters had toto-

offer
to-

offeroffer . Sometines ,. if not most ofof-

the
of-

thethe tonetime , how well one faredfared-

depended
fared-

dependeddepended on just how muchmuch-

effort
much-

efforteffort was put to harvestingharvestmgharvesting-
what

harvestmg-
whatwhat resourcelurce was available atat-

the
at-

thethe time . In those early days , upup-

to
up-

to
up-

toto the late 1940's1940s' , motemore timetime-

and
time-

andand effort was put into harves-

ting
harvesharves-harves-

ung
-¬-

tingung the resource , to10 livehve oror-

sUrviVe

or-

survivesurvive by ,. than laterlaler yeanyearsyears-

because
years-

becausebecause it was theIhe ohtyohly wayway-

of
way-

ofof survivalval ,. whichwhichnoWnow ssomeitnessomeitnesI-

SIS calledcalledaa subsislencesubsistence way ofof-

hfe
of-

lifehfelife , I guessSuess., To me it was a wayway-
of

way-
ofofofsurvivalsurvival , a natural way of life ,

of my earherearlier years because therethere-

was
there-

waswas no other alternatIve thanthan-

toto10 hunt and fish to survivesurvrve .

Jobs vwere non.exlstanlnonexlstanlnonexistant. or veryvery-
few

very-
fewfew irir-
that

and far belweenbetween The JobsJobs-
Ihal

jobs-
thatthatIhal mightmighl have been available-

were
available-

were
available

were filled by whiteswlutes , mostmost-

limes
most-

tuneslimestunesi brought up from downdown-
south

down-
southtodayWhosouthnth The saisame is true today
Who gets mosrmost of the good JobsJobs-
on

jobs-
onon the north slope '?" Who getsgets-
all

gets-
allall theIhe fancy fire fighting jobs ?
IIamam sure the boys they calledcalled-

subsistence
called-

subsistenceinsistencesubsistence users were not calledcalled-
first

called-
firstfirst
firstAnyway

Anyway ,. I personally felt Ihe-
true

theIhethe-
truetrue subsistence user was f100too100-

proud
too-

proudproud to10 stoopSlOOP to take ordordresordres-
from

ordres-
fromfrom a damned ffoolfoolwlutemanfoolwhttemanwhtteman-
who

wlutemanwhttemanwluteman-
whowho had to10 work for ssomeonesomeone-

Just
someone-

justjust to eatcat in those daysdays-

Those
days-

Those
days-

ThoseThose good old days to10 nvmostmost-
of

most-
ofofofusus are justJuSI dear meimei-

lied
memoriesmemories-

ItItItwaswas calledlied LIVING Now wewe-
are

we-
areare trymgtrying. . , . . . ,; to changecbange theIhe word toto-

subsistence
to-

subslStsubslStsubsistencencence-

The
subsistenceThe

The very word subsIstencesubsIstence-

sometimes
subsistence-

sometimessometimes IS used very dlS-dlSdisdlS-

crumnately
-.

crunmatelycrumnately sometimessometll)1essometll1es) even used

to10 putpUI political pressure on in ¬.
dividuals or group'sgroups' of peopleople ,
in bargaining or trade off, toto-

achieve
to-

achieveachieve political promises mademade-

to
made-

toto the voters in different areas of-

the
of-

the
of

the StateStale .

Subsistence is ta high pressurepressure-
word

pressure-
wordword sometimes used by IndianIndian-

corporations
Indian-

corporationscorporationcorporations ] and especially byby-

the
by-

thethe employees of the federalfederal-

government
federal-

governmentgovernment and their agencyagencys] ,.
to cover up just what they areare-
reaUy

are-
reallyreallyreaUy going to do . (LikeUke toto-
soften

to-
softensoften npupupthe'-'thethe-the public as primeprime-

bait
prime-

baitbait before giving them the axe .))
It is aatt this time being usedused-

quite
used-

quitequite successfully onan illall thethe-

monuments
the-

monumentsmonumentmonuments ] and game with-

drawls
with-with-.

drawls to class people in a dis-

criminatory
disdis-dis-

criminatory
-¬-

criminatory-criminatorycriminatorymethod-, method as to seesee-

who
see-

whowho can harvest and who isis-

not
is-

notnot eligible to harvest the 3IJ11-
eresources

same3IJ11esame-

resourcesresources . The Feds along withwith-
Mr

with-
MrMr Udall have presented aa-

seemingly
a-

seenunglyseeminglyseenungly good picture . TheThe-

only
The-

onlyonly trouble I have is I teesee rightright-

thrQugh
right-

throughthroughthrQugh the picture . .Pot.ForFor me itnit-
carries

n-

carnescarriescarnes too many false promisespromises-
that

promises-
thatthat wiwillJI only have a short lifehfe .

PohlicaPolitics pressure andfriendsand-friendsandfriends-_ ofof-

the
of-

thethe ea h dodo-goodersdogooders--.odeode..odewh-at , call themthem-

whatwhat youou ii-

lists
may , environmenta-

bsts
environmenta-

lists
environmenta-environmenta -

listsbsts will have all but eliminatedeliminated-
those

eliminated-
thosethose promises along withwllh somesome-

of
some-

ofof their other objectives .

One of your firstrmt ways of hfe-

they
lifehfelife-

theythey will have to traded off Is-

the
isis-

thethe steel trap , by wlwhichch youyou-
used

you-
usedused to feed your family andand-
buy

and-
buybuy your babyjbabys milkmilkwithwith . AllAll-
because

All-
becausebecause its cruel to feed youryour-
babys

your-
babysbabys thatIhal way . RightRighi nownow-

they
now-

theythey are making a drive to stopstop-

Ihe
stop-

thetheIhe Aleuts from killing fur seal-

because
seal-

because
seatseal. , , .kbecause.ee nsIts a cruel way tptQt9 *$UP-UPsup-supUP-

port
sup-

port
up-up--

port ones! familyupfamily.

You were never told directlydirectly-
that

directly-
thatthat notnol too long {fromrom ncnow youyou-
would

you-
wouldwouldwouldnotnot have the lawfulawfullawfulright. rightright-

to
right-

toto kill game to eat , big or tsmall ,
with a gun ofofanyany size or cabber-

One
calibercabbercaliber-

OneOne itemnem at a time . SnaringSnanng ,
bow and arrows , you namename-
them

name-
themthem ,. will be classifiedclasstfied too ccruelcruel-

to
cruel-

toto hunthunl game to eat . YourYourgun,..gungun ,
the type that made America ,.
will be welded closed , to be usedused-
only

used-
onlyonly as a wall piece .

I too often go to specialspecial-
called

special-
calledcalled meetings through out thethe-

State
the-

StateState . At some of them I getget-
really

get-
reallyreally upset listeninghstemng . EspeciallyEspecially-

toto the Feds tellingleOmg the ruralrural-
Alaska

rural-
AlaskaAlaska Indian how much theythey-
are

they-
areare going to do for them . OfOf-
course

Of-
coursecourse that their job . Thats

what brings jnIn then-thentheirthenpay- pay check .

So why not , somebody has to .
SubsistenceSubsisttnce 1sis the one word they1hey .-
hashhashupup byby'tellingbytellingby-tellingbytelling'-'tellingtelling the people allall-

about
all-

aboutabout it like it was somctingsometing .

new ,. just invented , especiallyespeclallv forfor-

the
for-

thethe AlaskanAlakan$ Indianlnd1an by the FFedsFeds-

and
edseds-

andand .. do-goodersdogooders-- plus our politi-
cians

politi-
cians

politipoliti-¬-

cians in Alaska but mostly in the-
lower

the-
lower

tiltthe
lower. 48 .

No one seems to stop andand-
take

and-
taketake a long hard look at justjust-
what

just-
whatwhat it is aUall about 01orof maybemaybe-
careless

maybe-
carelesscareless , of all the rot in storestore-
for

store-
forfor us down the road awayssways .
Here is what I believe . If we saysay-
yes

say-
yesyes to all or even part of the pro-
gram

propro-¬'-
gram presented to us we wfllwill cutcut-
our

cut-
ourour own throat by going on aa-

bad
a-

badrtdebadbadrtdelideride . Because most , iff not allaU ,
the programsprogramspresented,-presented-presented are cutcut-
and

cut-
andand dried for us through hourshours-

of
hours-

ofof bargaining by politicians andand-

environments
and-

environmentsenvironments . This means totometome-
only

meme-
onlyonly one thing , the results thethe-
Alaskan

the-
AlaskanAlaskan getsgeu are the dirty endend-

of
end-

ofof the rotten deals .
I would saysay that 75 % of thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople peddlingpeddJing the word subsis-

tence
subsissubSlSsubsis-'¬.-

tence don'tdont' really know whatwhat-
the

what-
thethe word is allaU aboutabouL . It11 is tootoo-
bad

too-
badbad the word is being used toto-
benefit

to-
benefitbenefit only those who useuse-
the

use-
thethe word as a leverage , and thethe-
actual

the-
actualactual users of the resourceresource-
fro

resource-
frofro whom God intended thethe-
resource

the-
resourceesourceresourceplacerorplaceForfor in the first place
For--- ror
r- or me it is a. crime ., Never thethe-

for
the-

forfor whomwlwm God intended thethe-

resource
the-

resourceresource for in the firstrlrst placeplace-

For
place-

ForFor me it is a crime . Never thethe-

less
the-

lessless I wfllwill use the resourceresource-

to
resource-

toto the best advantageadvantaje I can asas-

long
as-

longlong as 1I can or am allowedalJowed to .

I guess about that time , we wOlwillwil-
ltry

wil-
ltrytry , livingbvmg off a good lifehfe we useuse-

to
use-

toto have , at least in memory .

)Ilula closing , may I suggest wewe-

keep
we-

keepkeep a cool clean mindmmd and-

don'l
and-

don't
and

don'tdontdon'ldonl' believebebeve any of the crapcrap-

the
crap-

thethe Feds or anyanyoneone else has toto-

peddJe
to-

peddlepeddlepeddJe "'"oror'or preach to you . To gogo-

along
go-

alongalong or believebebeve them youyou-

are
you-

areare inviting a faster deterior-
ation

deterior-
ation

deteriordeterior- ¬-

ation of your God givern rightsrights-

asas a human being . To use youryour-

resources
your-

resourcesresources , preserve those resour-

ces
resourresour-¬.-

ces for the best advantage of huhu-

man
hu-huhu-

man
-¬-

man consumption and the wel-

fare
welwel-¬.-

fare of the people who choose toto-

call
to-

callcall Alaska home andandreallyreallyreally-

live,live.. here in AlaskaA1uka: .

1I have found 9090%% or moremore-

people
more-

peoplepeople going to meetings,,. calledcalled-

by
called-

byby who ever really don'tdont' knowknow-

what
know-

whatwhat the meetings are aUail about .

TheyYTheysometimes take homehomeyY'"
bright false pictures,, very con-

fused
concon-.-

fused ones , but mostly nonenone-

at
none-

atat allaIJ . rf really feel bad that ourour-

government
our-

govetnmentgovernmentgovetnment could be so mis-

leading
mIS-

leading
mismIS--¬-

leading . If you are an IndianIndian-

you
Indian-

youyou are not the only ones beingbeing-

mislead
being-

misleadmislead , the Whites fall into thethe-

same
the-

samesame categorytegory .
r,


