
u.sus. . drops whaling grand jury probe
CIting a new era of coopera ¬.

tiontmrt , the USU.s. . JusticeJwtJce Depart-

ment
DepartDepart-¬.-

mentmenllastlast week announced it waswas-

dropping
was-

droppingdropping a grand jury investiga-

tion
investiga-

tion
investigainvestiga-¬-

tion into EskimoEskJmo whalingwhaling-
In

..
In a statement published-

through
published-

through
published

through the Anchorage USU.s. . atat-

tomey's
at-

torney's
at-at¬-

torney'storneystomey'stomeys' office , the departmentdepartment-
said

partmenlpartmenl-
saidsaid the signing of the agree-

ment
agree-

ment
agreeagree-¬-

ment between the AlaskaAJaslta Eski-

mo
EskiEskEski-.¬-

mo Whaling Commission and the-

National
thethe-

NationalNational OceanicOceank and Atmos-

pheric
AtmosAtmos-Atmos-

pheric
-¬-

pheric AdministrationAdmlnlstration led to tI1e-

decision
thetI1ethe-

decisiondecision to drop the tinvestiga-

tion
investigainvestiga-iga-

tion
iga-iga¬-

tion ""toto" give thetI1e agreement anan-

4Jpportun1ty
an-

opportunityopportunity4Jpportun1ty to work .:"'
The grand jury Investigation-

A

investigation

A

began last year to look at al-

couraged

al-

legations
al-

legations
al-al--

legations whallngwhaling Ileadersders had enen-

couraged
en-en.-

couraged whalerswhaJers to10 Ignore-
whahng

ignoreignore-
whalingwhalingwhahng quotas and to determinedetermmedetermine-
whether

determme-
whetherwhether NorthNortl1 Slope whalerswhalers-

had
whalers-

hadhadhadviolatedviolated quotas setselmet byby-

NOAA
by-

NOAANOAA and thetI1e Inlernatlonal-
Whahng

InternationalInlernatlonalInternational-
WhalingWhalingWhahng CommissionCOrn.mJSSlOnCOrnmJSSlOn. .

Members of the AEWC hadhad-

denied
had-

denieddenied all thetI1e charges .

Two weeks ago the Alasb-
Whaling

AlaskaAlasbAlaska-

WhalingWhaling Commission signed anan-

accord
an-

accordaccord withwltl1 NOAA which givesgives-
tI1e

gives-

thethetI1e commissioncommisston p1policingC1g powerspowers-

O"8f

powers-

overowerO"8fO8fover" the whale hunt . The quotaquota-

sti1l

quota-

stillstillsti1l falls within thetI1e IWCIWCmanman-

dale
man-

date
manman-¬-

datedale ofof71//77177 whaleswhaJes takentaltetakes , howevhowev-¬.-

er ,. it allows 32 strikesstnkes and wha-

lers
whawha-¬.-

lers can keep bowheads IJIke-
nbeyond

takenIJIkentaken-

beyondbeyond the 17 by payingparmg a feefee-

for
fee-

forfor each extra whale ThatThai can-

range
can-

range
can

range from 11,00011000SI.OOOSIOOO51,00051000,. to10 $$5,0005000SS.oooSSooo$5,000-
The

SS.ooo-

The
,.

The agreement allows the AlaskaAlaska-

comltllSSlon

Alaska-

commissioncommissioncomltllSSlon to10 allocate v\village\ageagevagevillage-

quotas
ag-

equowquotasquow and tinefmefine members whowho-

VIOlate

who-

violateviolate the regulationsreguJal1ol1S.. If viola-

tions
violaviola- ¬.-

tionshons of the twtwo-yeartwoyear--ear agreementagreement-

occur
agreement-

occuroccur , bowhead managementmanagement-
would

management-
wouldwould rerevert to NOAA .

TheThp Justice Department did-

say
did-

say
did

say it would continue to invest-

n.l
investi-

gate
invest-investinvesti-investiinvesti-

gate
!---

gaten.lnl. . Ihthe. irinlitmniviolations ntof ththe. WhWha-

ling
WhaWha-..-

tmglmling& Act in the ""unlikeJyunlikeJy"unlikelyunlikelyn1ikdyn1ikdyevenleventevenl '"
thatthaI the agreementagreemenl fails .


