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1\ ,muse" ""ee ''WJldWJldToward' lepealrepeal of thethe-

lJle
the-

states\\lJlelJlestates 5 "subsistence, n"encenence, " IJlaw'" hashas-

heJlcd

has-

heatedheJlcdheatedheJlcdupheatedupupupOVCIupoverOVCIover Ihcthe pJstpast fefewfew-

weeks
",

",weeksees, hothboth In the legIslature andand-

al11nng

and-

amongal11nngamong "eruups", UPS '"withIth mlerestinterest InIn-

the
in-

thethe ""JeJestale, s' 'Ildhtecildlite resourcesresources-

A0\0A\0hIlihIlihill _ Jlhngailing for repeal hashas-

been

has-

hetnhetnbeen slJlledstalled IIIin the House Sub-

ommittee
SubSub-.-

, Ol11l11l1lecommittee on Subsistence chair-

ed

challchair-chair '-

cded hbis, Rep TonToni, Va Ka'" DBeth-
cl

D.BethDBethD-Beth-DBeth.- .-

elcl A"Achiet,chiethlet sponsor of the re-

peal

reore-rereo-

peal

-

peal Tnmemuse Rep Ramona Barnes .

RRnhorage,\nhoragenhorageAnchorage\ , has been countmgcounting

- - - - -
votes to push the bill out of Vas-

ka's
VasVas- .-,ka'skas..ss' commIttee but VasaVaska, .s.tldstldsaids.tld-

he

said-

hehe has no plans to bringbllngbllngthebringthethe billbill-

out

bill-

outout and willwillcontinuecontinuecontmue withwllhwith-

meetings

wllh-

meel1ngsmeetingsmeel1ngsmeel1ngsasas scheduled and subsub-

sequently
sub-

sequentlysequently develop a report onon-

any
on-

anyanvany actionactton the committeecommUtee feels I-

Snecessary

isis-

necessary
is-

sarynecessary, sarysary-

Also
necessaryAlso

Also advocadyocatmgadvocating repeal IS RepRep-

Ken

Rep-

KenKen FanningFannmg .,, a big game gUIdegUIde-

and
guide-

andand LibertarianLlbertanan from FairbanksFairbanks-

InIn hearingsheanngs before the commit-

tee
commitcommucommit-¬.-

teelee ., FanningFannmg called the sub-sub-.

.
slStencesistence law legallylegallywrongwrong ,.

morallymorallywrongwrong , bIologIcally-

wrong
biologicallybiologically-

wrongwrongwrongandand practicallypracticallywrongwrong "

IInn addition to10 advocating repealrepeal-

by

repeal-

byby legIslal1onlegislationation . FanningFanmng is back-

ing
backback-¬.-

ingmg anan initiativemltlatlve againstagamsl theIhe lawlaw-

Sponsors
law-

SponsorsSponsors of theIhe initiativemlllaUye hophope* toto-

have

to-

havehave enough signaturessIgnalures on per-

itions
petperper-per¬.-

itionsIllOns to place it on theIhe 19819821982-

statewidestatewide ballotballot-

At

ballot-

At

ballot-

AtAt the centercenler of the contro-

versy

controcontro-¬.-

versy is a slatestalestate law thatIhat grantsgrants-

pllonty
grants-

pnontyprioritypllontypnonty to10 subsistencesubslslence users ofof-

game

of-

gamegame and fish stocksslocks when pop-

ulations
poppop-¬.-

ulationsulal10ns become scarce The lawlaw-

was

law-

waswas passed inm response to10 a secsec-

tion

sec-sec¬.-

tiontlon of theIhe Alaska Lands Acl-

wluch
ActAclAct-

whichwhichwluch called for prioritypllOOly use ofof-

game

of-

gamegame animalsanunals on federal lands inmin-

Alaska

m-

AlaskaAlaska for subsistencesubSlslence huntershunters-

and

hunters-

andand fishermen
fishermenThe
The law has been opposed byby-

sports

by-

sportssports huntinghunlmg groups and othersothers-

who
others-

whowho claimclaun everyone has the IIghl-

to
rightIIghlright-

toto Alaska'sAlaskas' game animalsanunals TheTheI-

SSue

The-

issueissue is clouded , however ,. by thethe-

possibility
the-

possiblllYpossibilitypossiblll\YpossiblllY\ of federal interven-

tion
intervenmleryeninterven-¬.-

tionlion minto10 the managementmanagemenl ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska fish and game should Ihe-

slate
theIhethe-

statestateslate failfad to10 protectprolecl theIhe rightsnghts ofof-

subsIStence
of-

subsistencesubsistence usersusers-

John
users-

John
users-

JohnJohn Katz , a special advisoradvtsoradvisor-

toto10 the governor who will becomebecome-

commISSIoner
become-

commissionercommISSIoner of Natural Resour-

ces
ResourResour-.-

cess inm July , toldloldloldatoldaaahhealinghearing in-

Juneau
minm-

JuneauJuneau the statestale couldcouldrepealrerepealrepeal-

ItS
;

its subsistence law and still com-

ply
comcom-¬.-

ply with federalfederalrequlremenlsfederalrequirementsrequirementsrequlremenls ,.

butbul withoutwllhout theIhe law itII would bebe-

difficult
be-

difficultdifficult for the boards of fishfish-

and
fish-

andand game to10 maintainmamlam priorityprlonlypriority-
distribution

prlonly-
dlStnbutlondistributiondlStnbutlon of game and fish 10-

subsIStence
to10to-

subsistencesubsistence users .

_ u . . . . . .

And , Katz said , if subsislencesubsistencesubsislence-
needs

subsistence-
needsneeds were not met wilhoutwithout thethe-

law

the-

lawlaw ., federal management ofof-

wiJdhfe

of-

wildlifewildlifewiJdhfe onon-

be
federal lands wouldwould-

be

would-

bebe guaranteed HeHe pointedpointed out-

Ihe

out-

the
out

theIhe need for a definitiondefimtion ofofsubsub ¬.

sistenceSISlence , a belief shared byby-

others

by-

othersothers attemptingattemptmg to resolve thethe-

controversy

the-

controversycontroversycontroversy
controversyRodger

Rodger0 _ . PamterPainter. jmter , executive didi-

rector

di-di¬.-
rectorreclor of the UnitedUmled FJshermen-

of
Fishermen-

of
FishermenFJshermen

of Alaska , an organization ofof-

commercial

of-

commercialcommercial fishermen , has toldtold-

the

told-

thethe committee that rather thanthan-

throwing

than-

throwmgthrowingthrowmg outoul the subSIStence-

Jaw

subsistencesubsistence-

lawlawJaw , the definitiondefmltlon of subsis-

tence
subsissubsis-subsis-

lence

-¬-

tencelence should be narrowed to givegiyegive-

the

giye-

thethe boards of Fish and GameGame-

more

Game-

moremore directiondlfectlondirection-
And

direction-
And

dlfectlon-
AndAnd Gov Jay Hammond alsoalso-

has

also-

hashas called for a stricterstncter dede-

finition

de-

finlllOn
de-de¬-

finitionfinlllOn oeof subslSlencesubsistence' *
, "sugges-

ting

sugges-

ting

sugges-sugges" " -

ting it be mademaac in10 rcirelation toto-

personal

to-

personalpersonal1

mComeincomele AtAI a Repub-

hm

Republt-

can
Republi-

can
Repubh-RepubhRepublt-RepubltRepubli-Republi -

can luncheon m10in Juneau , FHam .'
mond said ibsistencesubslslencesubsistence is likelike-

pronography

like-

pronographypronographyraphy , everyone knkn-

y
knows ItIt-

when
it-

whenwhen Iheythey--yy; see itII , botbUIbut theyIhey >can'lcanlcan'tcantcan'l-

define

can't-

define
. '

define IIitI-

IHammond

it-

HammondHammonduimiond pointedpomled outOul thethe-

consIderation

the-

considerationconsIderationderation of cultural andand-

Iradilional
and-

nal
and-

traditionalIradilionaltraditionalnal uses of wildlifewiJdhfe whewhenwhen-

deciding
when-

decldmgdecldmgdecidinga ing who is a subsIStence-

user
subsistencsubsIStence

user ., he was nolnot sure IfIfan-"-anan"an Eski-

mo
EsbEski-Eski.-

mOJ in KotzebueKolzebue makingmakmg S50.ooo-
a

550,000-
a

SSOflOOS50.oooS50ooo550,000550000,.
a year ffromm the bourough ,

,""
should be gIveniven preference overover-

someone
over-

someonesomeone who earnsrns less butbul hves-

m

lives-

in

liveshves
min Anchorage

AnchorageButAnchorageBul
ButBul Hammond said he wouldwould-

her
would-

rather
would-

ratherrather: her see the boards deal withwllhwith-

subsistence

with-

tenc
wllh-

subslSlencesubslSlencesubsistencetenc probleproblems tbroughthroughtbrough-
more

through-
moremore reSlnctlverestrictive regulations , rara-ra.-

-..LL _ ..LL _ _ u _ _ . .__ _ '- .ttherhen thanthal- -ath- ala! see_ ia stronger law putput-
on

put-
onon the books ,

AA statewide teteleconferenceteleconference-
hearing

teleconference-
hearing

'

hearingring two weeks ago on thethe-

repeal
the-

repealrepeal brought so many peoplepeople-

out
people-

outout to testify , the hearing waswas-

extended
was-

extendedextended for several hourshOIln .

Groups gathered aroundai-oundaiound- the mama-

chines
ma-ma¬.-

chines in legislative affarisaffarisoffioffi-

ces
offi-

ces
offioffi-¬-

ces In Anchorage , FairbanksFaubanlcs ,.
Juneau , Kotzebue , Ketchikan ,

Haines , Seward , Bethel andand-

Nome
and-

NomeNome . Among those testifyingtesttfyingtesttfying-
was

testifying-
waswas AxeleI Johnson of FjnmonakEmmonak ,.
who said , """TheThe land and seasea-

were
sea-

werewere our storcs-westorcswestores-westores-- do not havehave-

social
have-

socialsocial welfare at our fingertipsfmgertipsfingertips-

like
fmgertips-

likelike in Anchorage . We havehavc 1-
0hunt

to10to-

hunthunt and fish so we can livelive-

His
live-live."-

His comments and feelings werewere-

echo
were-

echoedechoechoedd by many Natives whowho-

tesltfied
who-

testifiedtestifiedtesltfied .

Another issue in the disputedlSpUledispute-

was
dlSpUle-

waswas raISed by Tony HoefferleHoefferle-

who
Hoefferle-

whowhoho testified from Bethel.. ""Re-

peal
"Re-

peal
"ReRe"Re-¬-

peal of the subsistencesubsislence laws willwill-

alienate
will-

alienatealienate the twoIWO major land-

and

land-

holders
land-land-.

holders , the federal governmentgovernment-

and
government-

andand the NativeNallve associations ,
,"" hehe-

saId

he-

saidsaIdud .

ScrappmgScrapping the subsistence lawlaw-

would
law-

wouldwould force NativesNatiyes to10 enforce-

Irespasslng
enforce-

trespassing
enforce

trespassingIrespasslng laws on theiitheir lands ,

Hoefferle said and corporallons-
would

corporationscorporallonscorporations-
wouldwould be forced to post theirthelftheir-

land
thelf-

landland and drive off trespassers In-

order
inin-

orderorder to protectprolect fishfIShandand gamegame-

In
game-

In
game-

InIn yet more testimonytestunony beforebefore-

the
before-

thethe committee , Don MitchellMllchellanMllchellan-
attorney

, anan-

attorneyattorney for the Alaska Feder-

ation
FederFeder-¬.-

ationalion of Natives said the slale-

would
stateslalestate-

wouldwould sacrificesacnfice control overover-

wildlife
over-

wildlifewildlife on federal lands if thethe-

law

the-

law''- iw
i- wlaw were repealed . He said fishfish-

and

fish-

andand game regulationsregulallons were notnot-

strong
not-

strongstrongstrongenoughenough to10 protect thethe-

claims
the-

claimsclaims of" subsistenceence ususers .

MllchellMitchellMllchellrecalledMitchellrecalledrecalledlied 01one of thethe-

reasons
the-

reasonsreasons he saidid the frsframers ofof-

Ihe
of-

thetheIhe Alaska Lands Act put inm thethe-

section
the-

sectionsection on subsistence . He saIdsaId-

In

said-

inIn part the secllonsection was fosteredfostered-

by
fostered-

byby a case a few years ago whenwhen-

four
when-

fourfour elderly Indians were anarres-

ted
anesarres-arres.-

ledted for using fish wheels 10in thethe-

Copper
the-

CopperCopper River . He said federalfederal-

lawmakers
federal-

lawmakerslawmakers askedaskedhow., -"-howhow"how on earthearth-

can
earth-

cancan you stand here and say Ihathatthat-

as
!

as a statestale government you areare-

prepared
are-

preparedprepared to10 do right by thesethese-

people
these-

peoplepeople " when old men arc-

tossed
arearcare-

tossedtossed in jail for taking salmonsalmon-

they
salmon-

theythey need to10 eateal ,. so fish arc-

saved
arearcare-

savedsaved for sportsmen from Anch-

orage
AnchAnch-¬.-

orage and Fairbanks ?
In one heated exchange mem-

bers
mem-

bers
memmem-¬-

bers of the committee ., RepRep-

Barnes
Rep-

BarnesBarnes and Rep . Jack Fuller ..,

D-NomeDNome-- , head of theIhe legislatelegislativelegislative-

Bush
legislative-

BushBush Caucus ,. argued the issue .

Barnes said Alaskans should livelive-

under
live-

underunder the Constitution whichwhich-

guarantees
which-

guaranteesguarantees equal rights for allaU .

- But Fuller ,. who favors keep-

ing

keep-

mg
keepkeep-¬-

ingmg the law ,. urged her to visit thethe-

bush
the-

bushbush to see how the subsIStence-

hfeslyle
subsistencesubsistence-

lifestylelifestylehfeslyle works , and said ""VV"YourYour"Your-

forefathers
ourour-

forefalhersforefathersforefalhers and my forefathersforefathers-
wrole

forefathers-
wrotewrotewrole the ConstitutionConslltullon NotNol thethe-

Eskimos
the-

EskimosEskimos . ".


