allo say: public
‘Alaska have historical-
d, with few

i bt
: :exceptions. that any man-

-short Tange, :
L iLack  of management has
resulted in: conflicts among users

of the | public lands; ‘conflicts; -
which' .in  our 1udgment will»

‘increase . ;greatly;  in'~ coming

months:and years: unless prompt .

action is taken,” said:Mallott:

AFN feels that since the. De-

partment  of Interior. can begin
-the. process. of active ‘manage-
ment: now, it +should :do’;s0;

- Nat

" reclassify such
i s /them . to : entry, location’ and
- ‘agement which does exist can be .*
*/-characterized ', as  ad; hoc and

it Wﬂl ultimntely
ngressional approval,
Log Sectetaﬂal ‘quthority to create

whi states: /]
'"“The ‘Secretary is authoﬁzed

- wheré appropriate; under- his
Isexisting: authority, to: withdraw,

public lands and: to’ classify or
‘lands and'to'open

leasing 'in‘ a¢ manner’ which will

- protect the public interest...”/

With finalized National Inter-

- est (d)(2) Land legislation over a

year away, the development of a
natural - resource managment
plan‘could help ensure’ immedi-
ate protecﬂon of subsistence
Tesources.’

.To date, federal ‘protection of
subsistence’ rights  for: ‘Alaska
Natives has ‘been minimal due to
the ambiguity of legislation deal-
ing with subsistence. -

‘a natural resource: management |
- plan‘is’found:in:the Confererice
3 Cominit e Rzport of the Alaska

8 Settlement Act o

The . Alaskn ‘Native Claims

i Settlement Act conference com-

mittee report continues:
“The . conferénce ‘committee
expects  bothi/the :secretary. and

i the’ State'/(of.‘Alaska) to take

any action necessary. ito pro-
tect mbsmence needs of the
Natives Tl

JAFN: says the essenual ele-
fment ‘of':“a ‘“natural - resource
.management  plan : should: in-

clude: -a declaration that pro-
tection of 'natural ‘resources ne-

cessary: to ‘subsistence  land’ use -
by’ Alaska residentsis ‘the ‘prin-,

cipal .. management.  priority.
AFN: also seeks™ a - declaration
that to the extent: compatible
with ‘a subsistence priority, the
principals’ of multiple use man-
agement: will apply and. the
Secretary allow. significant in-
volvement ' and: implementation
of natural resource management
in ithe geographic areas of sub-
sistence use.

Mallott intends to inform

Govemor ‘Hammond of AFN'

“réquest :to 'the’ Department  of -

Interior: and will ‘ask ‘the  State
to. work. in' close ‘cooperation
with' the : Secretary in the de-
velopment of the plan.

AFN: suggests - a- policy, ad-
visory, ' committee be: formed
comprised of federal land man-
agement -policy ‘makets, appro-
priate state officials, representa-
tives. of -environmental and in-
dustry. groups,: subsistence users
and Native interests. The com-
mittee would .report directly to.
the Secretary. ‘o:" his: designee
and ‘would 'recommend - policy
and program direction to .the

Department ‘and other agencies -

.involved” in“the devélopment of

the interim management /pro-
gram.

It is expected AFN
tatives | wxll meet. with' the In-
terior ‘| Department - while *'in
Washington' for 'd-2_ markup ' to
discuss the plan further. -

According to ‘Mallott: “Cer-
tainly any management program
begun now: will: be interim in
nature,  but it will' allow' the
govemment to meet . present
public' land  management needs -
which' are ‘now- being exacer-

‘bated by the lack of respon-

sible management.”




