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'" By JVILLIAMWIL1t,
WILLIAMlAM RR.lIpNrRlIpNrR". HUNTHUNT-

Tampering

HUNT-

TamperingTampering with-withwiththe-, the polar environment
,
is a difficult and dangerdanger-danger-

ous
danger-

ous
¬-
'

ous business . Jules Ve'rneVVerneVVrne's4IPurchaseVerne's"PurchaseVernesPurchase'
rne'srnes' >' "PurchasePurchase4IPurchase" off'thfth'thehe North Pole or EarthEarth-

eIIIITopSye, Topsy '

TuryyTurvTuny ,,''.,.!' a bookli k publishedp blshed in 1911 , makes this clear .

, In the1890sthe\1890sthe1890s' ';'\; ,, ahml'AIDericanmlAIDericanan'AmericananAmerican''American firm announced its intent to buy thethe-

Nort1
the-

Nortli.PoleNprtK.PpleNprtKPpleNort1Nortli.PoleNortliPole..PotePote.
'
at a governmentgovernmentgovernmentauction'

auction . ThereThTherere'wasrewas'waswas somessomeme protest, abroadabroa-
datthisatthisattJ)'this1-'this1this1'this1news4'

;
, s:- news4newsiews .;' How-couldItheHowcouldItheHow'couldtheHowcouldtheHow-couldtheYankeesHowcouldtheYankees-' :, 'YankeesYankees'Yankeesau'Yankees auctionau tion what they

.
did notnot-

ownt
not-

ownownt\owntownte.PoJeown? . xTheAPole\ e.PoJeePoJePole. hadJIa4 notn t yet beenbe n discovered .
'

The .AmericansAmericans,
.Americans paid no attention to such mutterings .. A compacompa-companYl-

bdi4

comp-
anybid

¬-

nybidnynYl-
bdi4'

;Ibid . 2 ;
'
:cents

.
cents

'
n s anaiian.

"
., aacrere andIlId .gained--.gainedgained., .gainedwhateverg d -,=-.whateverv'hatevervhateverwhatever' titletitle the governmentgovernment-

c9

government-
couldcpuldgivec9could ggivey . .

',

' ,

"
I, .

, NewspaperNewspapersspaper$$ spoofedspoofedspoofedthetheth transactiontJ'antJan.' ction . TheThe companyompany
'-

public
p-

ublic
'

had put outout-

good
out-

goodgopdtnioneygood ", moneymoney .
, 'NoNo"No"'No ,

:,' governmentgovernment subsidies . , No public subscription .

YetYetitS,
.
:as TarIafat{'

'

,

as
' anyonelnanyone

'

one knewk'newknewk'newtk'newthe:'; t, the'polarthepolarthe ' polar ,,, regionregioniconsisted' consisted off icy ,. valuevalue-valuevalue-

less
value-

lessseasl
¬-

lesslessseaslseas, v1,, *,
"' : iTheTheThecompanycompanycompany stimulatedstbnu1ated furtherful1her speculationspeculatlolrspecul tiop. onoon'itsonitsrits' its folly by dede-dede-

ctaririg

de-

claring
¬-

claringctaririg
"-

Th
T- h"

its intentin ,tent toto'minetomine' mine.. richrich'coalrichcoalcoal'coal' fields att the PolePote . .CriticsCritics., laughedlaughed-

untU
laughed-

untiluntiluntU $15,000,00015000000$15.000,00015.000000$ ,. , in stocksto k waswwass issued in $100100$ shares ,. and AmericansAmerican-
sbough't

Americans-

bought"itboughtbough'tboughtbought"itboughtitbough'tupbought"itup!}it" ' up
'
and.criedjfpirandcriedjfpirandcriedfoand ,.: e

,
JoiJoiJ11, ; J11mores'MiningmoresMiningmore!ejeji'M* i'MiM.'"MiningMining" g stockatckspecu1ation, speculation was allanall-

the.ngcathei2gsthcng"jthcngjthe.ngca-the.ngcathe.ngcaa,. . ., . ., ri.. , ,.,
' ' ' I' ," ( '--"< ". i " .a-_."'-" ... . '_"

' Finally ,. diethe companycoinpany unveiledimveiled. itstS plan . Their.scientistsTheirscientistsTheir.cientistsTheircientists,Their ..scientists ; headedheaded-

by
headed-

byby .,'JjTJjT'JTJT''JV, ;' MastpriMastMastonriliaddis, had .:'discovereddiscovered' overed a meansmeans ,. to movemove- 'themov- ethe' the Pole . If thethe-

axis
the-

axisaxis of., thetheea'.earthearth.,, earthth waswas displaceddispla ed 23 degree'sdegreesdegr '
s 8jninutes8minutes8minuies, , the Pole wouldwoul-

di

would-

swing
'

-swingswing'- swingi southuth'' tojninnierto'.sunnler'climessunnlerclimessu 1ier '''climesclimes'cUniescUnies ':.' With
-

oneoheo1e stroke'thestrokethestroke ' the problemspfoblems ofof'thf/of'thfofthfof'thf-
Pole's 'the'the'the-

Pole's
/

Pole'sPoles' isolationisolatisolaton.Ql1disolation'andisolationon.- Ql1don- Ql1dand'and
.' itsitSprobable'iceprobable'iceprobableiceprobableprobable- 'iceice'

Ice cpveifcover"wouldcoverwouldcover
"
would vanishYanish . The sunsun'woul-

d

sun-

would
'-

would
w-

ould'
would meltrnelt"therneltthe";the icece ;, and miners would gather up thethfthecoal. coal ., NothingNothin-
gt

Nothing-
to

'

tot it ! Maston stated the , solsolytion"nicelysolytionnicelyohuiontion "nicelynicely"
: "IfIf" man cannotcannot get 'tototo thethe-

Pole
the-

PolePolePolethe, ;-thethe-, Pole must .comecome. to .manmanman:'. ." No one could fault
'

Maston'sMastonsMaston'st-

ogiCoI'rSucl

Maston's-

logic
.

'
logic-logiclogicSuchtogiCoI'rSucltogiCoIrSucltogiCoI'rSuclbasics.','-,; SuchbasicsSuch -basicsbasics-- asics werewefe jvellwenwell understood .,

'>

.Nowo ]:; newspapersne spape praised the ,. company'scompanyscoJtlpany'scoJtlpanys' ingenuityingenllity; , although itit-

was
It-

waswas notnot
.
clearcleatct ar how, the:,,

cleverlever alterationa1t ration.oftherationofthe.ofof. the earth would be effecteffect-effect-

ed
effect-

ed
¬-

ed . NumbersNNumbers'ofNumbersofefS'o-
f

efSo-
f''of readersreadersreaderswrote

.
wrote inin'suggestionsinsuggestions'suggestionsIUggestions, . ,

After.aAfteraAftera'timeAfteratime.,

' time the public'public' mood shifted from good-naturedgoodnatured- enthuenthu-enthu-

siasm

enthu-

siasm

¬--

siasm '; to'appceherision1toappceherision1tot ,,
'apprehension1'appreherision1appreherision1; It becameb'ecambecam' obviousobvious'thatobviousthat''' that there-mighttheremightthere, -' might be dis-disdisdis-dis-

advantapes
¬-

; hiin thethe"w'ofthewof"
' axis'ofaxisofaxis"of'" theth " earth'searths'earth's'earth'i.rearthi.rearthir' ' .. rotationtation . , Agitation

against the company grewgre , stimulated by disappointed foreign bidbid-bidbid-

de
bid-

ders
¬-

derdeders fprfor the Pole , A governmentgovernment commissionco.mmissioncommission. demanded that comcom-com-
pany

com-
pany

¬-

pany officials reveal their plansptans . They refused to say anything . Mas-MasMar-MarMas-

ton
Mas-

ton
Mar-

ton
-

ton was arrested , but in the struggle with police , managed to eateat-

pages
eat-

pagespages from his notebook . .

Police uncovered other papers disclosing a company scheme forfor-
firing

for-

fuingfiringfuing huge cannons at the earth'searths' axis to dislodge it . But wherewhere-
would

where-
wouldwould the explosion take place? Other company executives disapdisap-disap-
peared

disap-
peared

¬-

peared mysteriously . Hysteria raged over the threatened disaster .

At the Baltimore jail , where Maston was detained , prisoners tried ,., toto-

lynch
to-

lynchlynch him .

Meanwhile , in tropical Africa the company forged the greatestgreatest-

cannon
greatest-

cannoncannon ever devised by man . On the scheduled day , the massivemassive-

annam
massive-

armamentarmamentannam nt , hiddenhiddendeep'deepdeep-deep'- in a mountain shaft , was firedfued towardtowar theththe-

axisaxisaxJS . Northing hap'penedhappened' . As it turned butut , Maston had miscalcumiscalcu-miscalcu-

lated
miscalcu-miscalcumiscalcu-

lated
¬-

lated the circumferencecircurnfere1cecircumferepce{ of the earth , throwing all of his calculationscalculations-

off
calculations-

offoffwildlyoffoffv\vv\ld.1yld1ymadly. ..' *.
RidiculeRdicule of those involved followed the fiasco , although thethe-

foreigh
the-

foreignforeignforeigh slanders sooijSOOrsoorq) caused Americans to defend the audaciousaudacious-

Pole
audacious-

PolePPole tilterstilteri .POf"-\* Of course , none of these events actually occurred except in thethe-

teeming
the-

teemingteeming imaginationiiiiaginatlonIDi gination of novelistnovel t and-andandsciencemd.sciencemdscienceand-scienceandscience: -. science fictior.erfictiorerfictioner. Jules Verne .

IIHe wrote his spoof at the peakpC? of the world'sworlds' excitement over thetthe-

North
.

NorthNorth Pole'sPoles' discovery , as a sequel to a book describing an imagiimagi-imagi-

nary

imagi-imagiimagi-

nary

¬-

nary moon voyage . Probably the nearestn arest thing to a realization of-

Xerne's
ofof-

Y.eme'syerae'syeraesY.eme'sY.emesYemesXerne'sXernes. ' vision has been the BeringStraitBering Strait dam proposalproposalofferedoffered by aa-

Soviet

a-

SovietSoviet, scientist some yearsyearS agoagogo . liventVtVn: n for the laudable goal of softensoften-soften-

ing

¬.-

ing the polar climate , such schemes appear little more practical thanthan-

Maston's
than-

Maston'sMaston'sMastons' pole tilting .
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writ-
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¬-
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