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\,\ei\datioi\seidatioisendationsLendations\ \
eidatioisSeniorLendationsSenior

Senior Housing : SBS8 325325-

"An

325-

"An""AnAn ActAd providing for the issuance of generalgeneral-
obligation

general-
obligationobligation$15,000,000forbonds In the amount of $$15,000,00015000000, ,
for the purpose of paying the cost ofofconstructionconstructionconstruction-
and

construction-
andand development of senior citizencitlzen housing;; andand-
providing

and-
providingproviding for anfin effective datedflte ."

This billbillwouldwould place before the voters in the
1980 General Elections the question : ""ShallShall thethe-
State

the-
StateState of Alaska issue its general obligation ijondsqondsbonds inin-

the
in-

thethe$15,000,000forprincipal amount of not more than J$$1115,000,00015000000S.OOOOOOSOOOOOO$15,000,000S.OOOOOO-
for

,. ,
(foror the purpose of paying the cost of constructionconstruction-
and

construction-
andand development of senior citizensCll1zens housinghousmg ? "

According to the bill , ififapprovedapproved by the voters ,

the money would go to the Alaska State Housing
AuthorityAuthontyHousingAuthontyHousingAuthority. It is envisioned that the $$1515 million-
would

million-millionmillion-
would

.--
would be leveraged to attract other funding sour-
ijes

sour-
oes

sour-
reS

sour-sour-)ijesreSoes , such as federal dollars through the DeDerlar-
tment

DeparDerlar-Derlarar-
tment

ar-ar¬-
tment of Housing and UrbanUrbalT Development ( HUD ) .

Examples of suchsuchseniorsenior housinghousmg already construc-
ted

construc-
ted

construcconstruc-¬-
ted are : Chugach View Apartments in Anchorage , -
Mountain View Apartments in (Juneauuneau ,. and thethe-
Golden

the-
GoldenGolden Towers in Fairbanks

Prospective Rate Setting : SB58 322322-

"An

322-

"An""AnAn Act .authorizing.uthonzinguthonzing payment for services-
prcwided

servicesservices-
providedprovidedprcwided by certaincert.lncertln. Institutions .and.ndnd agenciesilBencies toto-

Medaid
to-

MedicaidMedicaidMed/aidMedaid/ eligible persons on the basis of prospec-
tivety

prospec-
tively

prospec-prospecprospec-
tively

-
tivetytively determineddeterminedratesrates ;: .and.ndnd providingprovidinB for an efef-

fective
ef-ef¬.-

fective date . "

This bill would allow the Department of HealthHealth-
and

Health-
andand Social Services to negotiate in advance withwith-

hospitals
with-

hospitalshospitals , hursinghurling facilities , intermediate carecaref-
acIlities

care-
facilitiesfacilities , inpatient psychiatricpsychiatnc facilities , and homehome-
health

hom-
ehealtlhealthhealtlhealth)., agencies to determine fair rates for thethe-
reasonable

the-
reasonablereasonable costs of services rendered . It wouldwould-
change

would-
changechange the method ofofraterate setting from retroactiveretroactive-
toto prospective .

The purpose of this legislation is to replacerep.lace. thethe-

present
the-

presentpresent method of rate setting which is lacking In-

Incentives
inin-

incentivesincentives for efficiency and cost control , with oneone-
that

one-
thatthat will introduce an incentive for containingcontaining-
costs

containing-
costscosts .

- - ," - ---- -

Coverage for the MedicallyMedially Needy: SB58 320320-

"An

320-

"An'--"An"AnAn""AnAn"AnAn ActAd authorizingauthor/zingauthorzing/ state medicalmedial assistanceassistance-
payments

assistance-
paymentspaymentsreliefassistanceunder the program of generaTgeneral relief-
assistance

relief
assistance forlor persons tvhawhQwho are-fmedicallyarefmedicallyaremediallyare'medicaliyneedyaremedicaliyneedy-.!' ,

,needy ';
andfindproviding for an effective date . " I'

This billbillwouldwould extend state medical assistanceassistanc-
epayments

assistance-
payments_
,payments to those persons whose income exceedsexceeds-
the

exceeds-
thethe income standardsstaodards of the old age assistanceassistance-
program

assistance-
programprogram , the aid to the blind program , or the aid toto-
the

to-
thethe permanently and totally disabled program , butbut-
who

but-
whowho have incurred medical expenses which equalequal-
or

equal-
oror exceed the difference between the person'spersonsperson's-
monthly

person's-
monthly

'

monthly income and the income standard apap-
plicable

ap-
plicable

ap-ap¬-
plicable to him or her under any of the aboveabove-
programs

above-
programsprograms .

In other words, this bill wouldwouldallowallow the state to-
make

toto-
makemake medical assistance payments to personspersoos whowho-
otherwise

who-
otherwiseotherwise would not have been eligible because-
they

because-
they

because
theythebIllmake too muchmuchmoneymoney . The purpurposese of the
bill is to allow lower-middle-mcomelowermiddlemcomelower-middle-incomeincome- --- persons who-
can'rafford

who-
can'tafford

who
can'traffordcantraffordcan'raffordcanraffordcan't-affordcan'tcantafford'' - to shoulder the full cost ofofmedicalmedical care-
the

care-
the

care
the opportunity to receive needed medicalmedicalassIsassIs-
tance

assisassIs-assis-
tance

-¬-

tance . Under the proposed program , these people-
would

people-
would

people
would ""spendspend down" to the income limits , and ththethttht-
statestate would pick up the rest . Estimated fiscalfiscalImimIm-

pact
im-

pact
Im-Im¬-

pact is $$2252 million .

Coverage for the MedicallyMedkally Needy : SB58 321321-

"An

321-

"An""AnAn Act authorizing Medicaidreimbllrseabl-
eusstance

Medicaid-reimbuneableMedicaidreimbuneableMedicaid-reimbllrseablereimbllrseableMedicaid-reimburseablereimburseableMedicaidreimburseable-
assistance

--
assistanceus/stanceusstance/ payments for persons whow"owo" areare'-
medically

are'-
medically''medicallymedically'medicallyneedyneedy ';; and providing for an effective-
date

effedive-
date

effectiveeffedive
date . "

This bill is identical to the above bill-withbillwithblllwlth-, the ex-

ception
ex-

ception
exex-ex¬-

ception that reimbursement for the assistanceassistance-
payments

assistance-
paymentspayments would come half from the state and halfhalf-

from
half-

fromfrom the federal government under the Medicaid-
program

Medicaid-
program

Medicaid
program . Both bills are being introduced becausebecause-
the

because-
thethe committee has not taken a position on whichwhich-
would

which-
wouldwould be the morem.oremore. appropriate way to go TheThe-

committee
The-

committeecommittee does recommend ,. however , that one ofof-

the
of-

thethe bills be adopted to assist for exexample-
individuals

example-
individuals

example-examplemple -'
*.' individuals with on-goingongoing- medicalmedicalneedsneedsneeds-

who
needs-

whowho presently have to choose between necessary
healthnecessaryhealthca/ecaeci\recirecare\/ and heating their homes or buyingbUYin-
ggrocenes

buying-
groceriesgroceriesgrocenes;;,

*. individuals with severe health care problemsproblems-
reqUlnng

problems-
requiringrequmngreqUlnngrequiring home care ,, extended hospitaltzationhospltahzationhospitalization ,, oror-

nursing
or-

nursingnursing home care who might presently have to-
sell

toto-
sellsell their homes in orderorper to pay their medical exex-
penses

ex-
penses

ex-ex¬-

penses ; and
*. individuals requiringrequiting long-termlongterm--- care at homehome-

or
home-

oror in a nursing home who presentlypresentlyhaveTiavenave to choosechoose-
between

choose-
betweenbetween staying in Alaska or going outside just
becauseJustbecausethe cost of cca5pecape in Alaska is higher than inin-

other
in-

otherother states .

If this latter billbillISis accepted , the fiscalfiscalImpactimpact is _

estimated to be $$11 million from the General Fund ,

S$$11511 mllllmillionn from the federal government..

Homemaker-HomeHomemakerHome- Health Aide Service : SB58 323323-

"An

323-

"An""AnAn ActAd making a special appropriation to thethe-
Department

the-
DepartmentDepartment of HealthHeahh and Social Services for-
homemakerhome

forfor-
homemakerhomehomemaker-homehomemakerhome- healthealth" aide services ; andand-
providing

and-
providingproviding forlor an effectiveeffedive date . "

This billbillwouldwould appropriate $$2.52.525. million for thethe-

operation
the-

operationoperation of homemaker-homehomemakerhome- health aide ser-

VICes

ser-

vices
serser-¬-

vices around the state . It represents an increaseIncr.ea'SeIncr.eaSeIncreaSe:. ' In-

funding
inin-

fundingfunding from FYFY'80FY80' 80 of $$11 4 million-

The
million-

The
millionmillion-

ommendsThe committee recommends:ommends that the additional-
money

additional-
money

additional
money bebeusedused to double the number of available-
hours

available-
hours

available
hours of service to the consumer allow for full-

Fime
full-

time
full-

time
full-full-

Fimetime supervisors ,. increase the training ofofaidesaides from
40 to 60 hours and expand the service by inin-

cluding
in-inin-

cluding
¬-

cluding the component of home health aide The-

standards
TheThe-

standardsstandards Otof the National Council of Homemaker-
Home

Homemaker-
Home

Homemaker-Homemaker -.

Home Health Aide Services Inc should be adop-
ted

adopadop-adop-
ted

-¬-

tedtedasas state standards The committee also-
recommends

alsoalso-
recommendsrecommendsimmends that the administration of thethe.-

ram
the-

program
the-

programprogram..ramram be done on a regional or mUmunicipallC1paileveilC1pailevei-
rather

levellevel-

ratherrather than on a statewide basis asass at presentpresent-
The

present-
The

present-
TheThe emphasis of this program is on enhancingenhancing-

thethe ability of the individual to function indepen-
dently

indepen-
dently

indepenindepen- ¬-

dently in his or her own home The alternative toto-

this
to-

thisthis type of service , in many cases ,. is eithereither-
premature

either-
prematurepremature or prolonged institutionalizationInstltutionahzatlon Infm-

proved
1mfm-fm.-

proved and expanded homemaker services is tfthethe-

number
the-

numbernumber one priority of older Alaskans todaytoday-

RentersRenters ' EquivalencyEquinlency Rebate : SB58SR 324324-

"An

324-

"An""AnAn Act amending the formula forlor property taxtax-

equivalency. equivalency paymentpayments-paymentspayments-lorpaymentslorpaymentsfor*-- for senior citizens ; andand-
providing

and-
providingproviding forlor an effective date . "

This legislation wouldwuuldwuuldIncreaseincrease the renter-
payment

renterrenter-
paymentpayment formula fromfromiLi2''I.rI.rIriLi2. percent per mIffmill to 1I per-
cent

perper-.-

cent per mill It would also remove the dollar Irmi-

tper
hmlt-

per
limithmltIrmit

per applicant whichwhIChwouldwould bringbrang it more Into-
equity

intointo-
equityequity with the homeowner exemptionexemption-

This
exemption-

This
exemption-

ThisThis bill does not affect the senior CItizen-
homeowner

citizencitizen-
homeownerhomeowner property tax exemption program , onlyonly-

the
only-

thethe renters '' equivalency program . In FY ' 80 , thethe-

renters
the-

rentersrenters ' equivalency program willII reduce the an-

nual
anan-

nual
an-an¬-

nual cost of living of an estimated 1,0501050, citizens ,

age 65 or over , renting their own home by anan-

average
an-

averageaverage $$268268 If this billbillwerewere approved ,, thethe-
saVings

the-
savingssavings realized by those 1,0501050, citizens would ap-

proximately
ap-apapap-ap-

proximately
-¬-

proximately double .

The fiscalfiscalImpactimpact of this billbillISis estimated to be
$$158.000158.000158000$158,000., _


