
EdtorialEcivialEdtiorial -
Irresponsible ImageryImageryT-

heThe public imageunage of Native people whichwluchwluchonewhichoneone gathersgathers-
from

gathers-
fromfrom press reports in nationalnationalandand state mediamedia these daysdays-
isis" IlessIssss than complimentarycompiJmentary to our folks . In fafactt , the imageimageI-

Sis downrightdownnght shabby . If one is to believebeiJeve these reports ,

ffileded insensitively by wirewife servicessemces and splashed acrossacross-
the

across-
thethe pages of leading national newspapers , and read casuallycasually-
by

casually-
byhyby broadcast commentators to an audience of millions , itit-

would
it-

wouldwould lead
"'"-

the
t-

he'-

the
t-

hethe public to conclude that Alaska Eskimos ,

Indians and Aleuts were oneonene of the most unsightly blightsblights-
on .on the human racerace-

By

race-

ByBy some accounts , three out of every four EskimosEskimos-

onon the arcticarLtIC slope are constantly fa1bngfalling-downfallingdown-- own drunk on anan-

unending
an-

unendmgunendingunendmg party paid for by limitlesshmitless oil dollars . And ourour-
v

our-
villagersvvillagerslagers are chronicchromc users of such drugs as cocainecocame , a habithabit-
which

habit-
whichwhich they are payingpaymg for by exterminatingextermmatmg the polar bearbear-

PQ

bear-
populationPQpopulationuJatlon And Native villagers of the western AlaskanAlaskan-

coast__ ioastLoastcoast_ are recklessly slaughteringslaughtermg thousands of walrus forfor-

tusk
for-

tusktusk ivory ,. such that our beaches are littered with thethe-

waste
the-

wdstewastewdste of rotting carcasses . And EskimoEskuno whalers are respon-
'Ihle

respon-
sible

responrespon-¬-

'sible'IhleIhle forforthe---thethe declinedeclme of the great bowhead whale popula-

tIon

popula-

tion
populapopula-¬-

tion And the Aleuts are murderously drivingdnvmg theUte fur sealseal-

populatIon
seal-

populationpopulation to the pointpomt ofofextinctionoCextmctlon_extinction And , all the whwhilee ,

"Natives"atlesatles, are rolling in10 so much money that they don'tdontdon't-

knov
don't-

know

'
knowknov. hohovhow*. to spend It-

re

itit-

Are

it-

re.\\rereAre\ Nativeatlve people really likehke thiSthis9this'ithisi'? Are we so lackinglackmglackmg-

In

lacking-

inin CulturalLultural pridepnde and basic qualities of human kindnesskmdness thatthat-

we

that-

wewe are thoughtlessly destroyingdestroymg ourselves and the wild-

life

wild-

life
wildwild- ¬-

life reresou/tresout/ which surrounds our villages9villages?" OfOfcoursecourse notnottnott-

There

'

reJreJwhich;:ThereThere/areThereare/ are social problems whichwluch meritment prioritypnonty atat-

tentIOn

at-

tention
at-at¬-

tention Worthwhileorthwhlle community-basedcommunitybasedcommumty-basedcommumty- efforts are beingbemgbeing-

made
bemg-

mademade to address these social illsls . Drug abuse , alcohol abuseabuse-

Inin particular ,. is a major internationalmternahonal disease affectingaffectmg allall-

of
all-

ofof humanityhumamty It is a great hypocrasy agrididd a completelycompletelyI-

nsenSlhve
completely-

insensitiveinsensitiveInsenSlhve act for our non-NativenonNativenon-NahveNahve- neighborsnelghbrs to become soso-

absorbed
so-

absorbedabsorbed in the nationalnatl'lnalnatllnal' and state press with socialsoc13l illsills-

in

ills-

minm '"Native"atIveatIve'native communitiescommumtles .

What may be done about this mJustlceinjusticeinjustice9?" We can dodo-

aa number of thingsthmgs . We can examineexamme the motives of publicpublic-
officials

public-
officialsofficials who singlesmgle out an entireentlfe race of peoples as a tartar-

get
tar-

get
tar-tar¬-

get fforr irresponsible statements and make such personspersons-
accountable

persons-
accountableaccountable for the false distortionsdlstorttons they present . We cancan-

respo'ld
can-

respondrespondrespo'ldrespold' swiftly and firmlyfumly to ignorant reporters whowho-
carelessl

who-
carelesslycarelesslcarelessly } dispatch false reports to nationalnalional and interna-
tional

interna-
tional

internainterna-¬-

tional audiences We can encourage strong leadershipleadership-
which

leadership-
whichwhich will not toleratoleratete such abuses against Native citizens .

We have a great deal to be proud of - a rich cuiculculturaluralural-

hentage
ural-

heritageheritagehentage and wonderful and beautiful lifestyles . Our ancesces-

tors
ces-

tors
ces-ces¬-

tors have left us a legacy that no irresponsible pupublicc of-

ficial

of-

ficial
ofof-¬-

ficial nor ignoranttgnorant reporter can'tcant' take away from Ais . WeWe-

C311

We-

cancanC311 show' our pndepride and self-respectselfrespect-- to the world , <amdd hopehope-

that

hopethat's-

omedaythatthat- 'somedaythat- somedaysomeday our human brothers and sisters wwilf' show US-

a

usus-

aa littlehttl.ehttle. human sensitivity inm return . O


