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AsA5 a* parent or teacher , have you considered the arguments In-

the
inin-

thethe current debate on chchildren'schildrensdren'sdrens' television VIewing habits ? Have youyou-
seriously

you-
seriouslyseriously discussed the Issue with others ? Have you read any of thethe-
contradictory

the-
contradictorycontradictory research on the effects of television on viewers ofofallallall-
ages

all-
agesages , but particularly preschoolers ?

There are a number of organizations and boods which provideprovide-
interesting

provide-
mterestingmterestinginteresting reading on the sbuject . It may be well to consider theirtheir-
points

their-
pointspoints of view even though you may not agree with the conclusions..

There is one group of people who claimclaunclams that elevislonelevision in aU-

fonns
allaUall-

formsformsfonns is detrimental to its viewers because the excessive violence andand-
fantasy

and-
fantasyfantasy , portrayed on the cops-and-robberscopsandrobbers-- -- show , soap operas ,
and the quiz shows , cause the viewer to confuse reality with thethlthe-
drama

! -
drama on the tube . These television opponents also claim that therethere-
are

there-
areare physical symptoms exhibited by the compulsivecompuisJve television viewerviewer-
which

viewer-
whichwhich are similar to drug withdrawal .- .- passivitypasslVlty , nondevelopmentnondevelopment-
ofofofsocialsocialsocialsldllsskills , and dependency on daily doses of television . WIthOut-
the

WithoutWithout-
thethe latter , these people become emotionally upset . <\kk-

TherewatchingshouldThere is another group who claim that e1cVlsioelevuio\elevuioelevuiowatchingelevsio\watchingelevsiowatchingelevsiowatchings-
hould \\watching
should be carefully selected andmd supervised . Parents of the viewersviewers-
should

viewers-
shouldshould be judicious of the types of programmingprogrammmg children watch ; andand-
therefore

and-
thereforetherefore , there should be an acactiveve involvement in the viewingviewUlg .
An exampleexampleofof active Involvement would be the teacher whowho-
prepares

who-
preparesprepares students to watch a film In clclassSs , has questions to be anan-

swered
an-an.-

sweredd duringduMg the viewing , and then discusses with the class whatwhat-
was

what-
waswas viewed . Some families use. tlusthis method when they watch televs-
non

teleVltelevs-televs '-
Slonnonon at home .

Another ggroup of people believe televISion has no detnmentaldetrimentaldetrimental-
effect. effect on its vievViewers . TIuThis! group believes that the Viewer IS fullyfully-
conSCIous

fully-

consciousconSCIous that television IS not portraymgportraying the realrealworldworld , and thethe-
viewer

the-
viewerviewerpeoplealsotherefore needs no protectIOn from teleVISIon These peoplepeople-
alsoalso believe that teleVtelevisionSlon viewingvteWlDg is highlyhtghlylughly beneficial because of thethe-
diversity.or

the-
dlvenitydlvenitydiversity.ordiversityor_. r programnungprogramming , andand-andthat.- that teleVISIonm watching is healthyhealthy-
and

healthy-
andand valJdvalid recreatIon . Regardless ofofwherewhere you stand in thIS continu-
um

conun-

u:1

conunu-conunucontinu-continu-
urnum of reactions.ofreactionsoft . o ttlevision , you may be interested in several publi-
cations

publipubllpubli-.-¬:11: sr: :.,:,vICht: :.ddcations and organizations which discusdiscussdiscusthethee subjectic .
Ms.. Jennifer Wilke ., coordmatorcoordinator of instructional TV Wlthmwithin thethe-

State
the-

StateState Department of Education ((pouchPouch F , Juneau 998199811)998111)1) has writ-
ten

wnt-
ten

writwnt-wntwrit--¬-

ten a paper entitled , ""LearningLearning"LcarnmgLcarnmg to Use Television the Art of Selec-

tion
SelecSelec-¬.-

tionon . " This paper ddiscusses 'instructional- teleVISIon- ' andJ would1J 'be ofof-
particular

of-
particular

'
particular Interest to teachers and parents . CopIes of her paper maymay-
be

may-
bebe obtained by requestingrequesung them directly from Jenmfer-

Mane
Jennifer-

Marie
JenniferJenmferJennifer-

MarieMarieMane WmnWUln has writtenwntten ia book entitled '""TheThe'The Plug-inPluginPlug-mm- DrugDrugTeleVISIonTelevision,,. ChildrenChtIdren , and the Family ," pulished by Bantam inm 1978 .

The book is criticalcriticalofof television , and this title is frequently cited byby-
those

by-
thosethose opposed to television viewing .

Rose Goldsen , a Cornell sociologist who has lectured at thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity of Alaska in ''Fairbanks'FaubanksFaubanks'Fairbanks , has written ""TheThe Show andand-

Tell
and-

TellTeflTell MachineMachtne : How Television Works and Works You Over ,.
" a 19771977-

pubhcation
1977-

publicationpublicationpubhcation of Dial Press . ThisTIus books emphasizes the commercialcommercial-
nature

commercial-
naturenature of television and states that the real goal of TV is to make-
mOney

make-
money

makrmake
mOney selling adverusingadvertising . To sell auair time ., the producenproducers createcreate-
shows

create-
showsshows whichwhichareare predommantlypredominantly basedbasedonon mass appeal which byby-

passes
by-

human
by-by-.

passes other concerns about ethicsetIucs , ffaunessfairness ., and human values-

"Media
valuesvalues-.-

""MedIaMedIa Watch " is the newsletter of the National CItizens Com-

mittee
Com-

mittee
Com-Com-

mittee for Broadcasting , a consumer advocacy orgorganIZatIon withwith-

which
with-

whtchwhtchwhich Ralph Nader is affiliated . The newsletter proVides information-
about

mformatJoninformationmformatJon-
aboutabout the NCCB and general informationinfonnatlon regardingregardmg the consumeconsumers './ interestsmterests in broadcastingbroadcastUlg . The address for the National CitizrCitizees-

Committee
CltJznesCitizeesCltJznes-

CommitteeCommitteelittee for BroadBroadcasting" is' "1028"" "ConnectIcut Avenue' ., "N.WNW. * ,
Washington , D.CDC. ..,, 20036 . Request their newsletter and pubhcationspublicationspubhcations-
hit

publications-
listhitlist .

The topic of the effects of television on itsUs viewers is a topicaltopical-

and
topical-

andand potenpotentiallyaUy more important issue for parents and educators . TheThe-

more
The-

moremore we can leamlearn about the subjectsubJCCt , the better we may be able toto-

educate
to-

educateeducate our children .


