
.The Issues : Testimony from the hearingshea.rings.
The following is a sampling of the pub1npublicpublic-

comments
public-

commentsommentscomments received by the committee Com-
plete

ComCom-.-
pteteplete summaries of the testImony from any oror-
all

or-
allall of the hearings are avaIlableviable upon requestrequ-

estAnchorageAnchorageAnchorage"T-

here""ThereThere KIS a need for a consistent policypohcy onon-
servce

on-
servcesservcesservce to the aglnaging " -. ALLEN KORKOR-
HONEN

KOR-
HONEN

KOR-KOR-
HONEN , Deputy Commissioner , Depar-
tment

Depar-
tment

DeparDepar-¬-
tment of Health and Social ServicesServices-

"One

Services-

"One""OneOne oof( the thingsthongs this points up tsIS that wewe-
have

we-
havehave no centralcentralwayway in thisthts state of con-
solidating

concon-¬.-
solidatingsohdatlng information about old people TrThatThat-

was
That-

waswas one of the reasons why this committee-
came

committee-
came

committicommittee
came

'
into existence There is no single agen-

cy
agenagen-¬.-

cycyI'- nresponslblhtyforresponsibilityforI- 'nI-ninin state government that has responsibilityresponslblhty
for the development of policypohcy toward aging .:"'

-. TED DRAWNDRAiNDRAHN} , Member , State CommitteeCommittee-
onon Services to the ElderlyElderly-

"If

Elderly-

"If""IfIf we could make arrangementsanangements so that wewe-
are

we-
areare not doing a disservice to the other ageage-
groups

age-
groupsgroups , I wouldwouldsaysay a Division of AgingAgong -

Adult Protective Services whatever oneone-
would

one-
wouldwouldwouldwIshwish to call it , would be commen-
dable

commencommen- ¬.-

dable I don'tdont' thinkthinkwewe re beingbeinginnovatIveinnovatIve-
enough

innovativeinnovative-
enoughenoughenoughInin our Office of Aging I thinkthinkwewe areare-

gettIng
are-

gettinggetting federalfederalmoneymoney andandwe'rewe'rewere' followingfollowing-
federal

following-
federalfederal criteriacntena In order to become In-

novatlve
inin-

novativenovativenovatlve , we do have to spend state moneymoney-
HELEN

money-
HELEN

money-
HelENHELEN BIERNE , Commissioner , Depar-

tment
Depar-

tment
DeparDepar- ¬-

tment of Health and Social Services .,

'I'dId' likeIkI, ' to go on record for the DeparDepar-

tment
Depar-

tmenttment of Administration we are 100 percentpertentpertent-
In

percent-
inin favor of the home care program . ' - BILLBILL-

McMURTRY
Bill-

McMURTRYMcMURTRY , Manager , Anchorage PionecPioneers '"

Home
Home"The

""TheThe committee should introdil-
egislation

introdi-introdiintroduceintroducel-
egIslatIon

introducel-
egislation

"- "
legislation to authorize and provide sufficisufficIentsufficIent-

funding
sufficient-

fundingfunding for the decentralized home healthhealth-

care
health-

carecare program , whichwhichwIllwill allow locallocalareasareas toto-

receive
to-

receivereceive funding and provide such >.services.ervoceservoceservices " -.

KODIAK ISLAND BOROUGH HEALTHHEALTH-

RESOURCES
HEALTH-

RESOURCESRESOURCES ADVISORY COMMITTEECOMMITTEE-

"That

COMMITTEE-

"That""ThatThat (( a nursing wing adjacent to the An-

chorage
AnAn-¬.-

chorage Pioneers ' Home ) is as it should bebe-

It's
be-

It'sIt'sIts'' place where those who have entered thethe-

Pioneers
the-

PoneersPioneersPoneers, ' Home with the idea of theirtheir-
remaining

their-
remainingremaining years among friendsfnends , that theythey-
would

they-
wouldwould be able to bebenearnear those (friendsrIends whenwhen-

they
when-

theythey approach the dying times ., " - HAROLDHAROLD-

MAXWELL
HAROLD-

MAXWELLMAXWELL, Resident , Anchorage PioneersPioneen '
Home
Home"There""ThereThere is no way this programprogram-
Homemakers

program-
Homemakers( Homemakers ) should be ( administered )

statewide . " .- EDNA ADRIAN , Member ,

Mayor'sMayorsMayorMayoe'' s Commission on Senior CitizensCitizens-

"Th

Citizen-

s"There""TT"ThTh"Thr"ThereThererre is a need for a comprehensIvE-
policy

comprehensivcomprehensIvEcomprehensive-
policy

<e
policy on aging on the state level (foror bettel-

coordInation
betteibettelbetterbetter-

coordinationcoordination The three big reasons whwhywhy-

seniors
)y

seniors likeIlkI.' to stay in thetheir. own hohornjshowls are sel-

determination
selsellsel-

ldeterminationdetermination , sense of autonomy and con-

tinuation
concon-.

tmuationtlnuatlontinuation of traditionaltradlllonaltradlllonalrolestraditionalrolesroles in familiar en-

vironments
enen-en-

vironments
-

vironments ., " -. CHUCK MUNDORFF , Con-

sultant
ConCon-Con-

sultant
-¬

sultant on AgingAsing,, Anchorage CommunityCommunitCommunity-
Mental

)
Mental Health CenterCenter-

"There

Center-

"There"""ThereThere is nothing ( no home health care ) " ,

ELLEN EVANS , Director , Bethel Seniol-
Citizens

SenioiSeniolSeniorSenior-
Citizens

r
Citizens PfOIIJ'amsPfOIIJamsPrograms'

""II think the big thing is to make them fee1feefeelfeel-

needed

'

needed ,, let them know they are stillstilistiliusefulstillusefuluseful.. " -.

MILES MURPHEYsiURPHEYMURPHEY , Mayor of01 HoonahHoonah-
"Be

Hoonah-
"Be

Hoonah-
"Be""BeBe it resolved that this unique system ofof-

care

of-

carecare for the Great Land ((Pioneers ' HomeHomes*) bebe-

retained
be-

retainedretained within the Department of AdAd-

ministration

Ad-Ad¬.-

ministrationmlntstratlon and not transferred to any other

\

KotzebueKotzebue"-
One""OneOne of the problems actingactlnR as a tbarnerbarrier toto-

effectIVe
to-

effective_ _ . _ _ . _- /* j i i .LL ' "effectIVe dIscharge from thetheKOl2ebue\("otzebueotzebue\KOl2ebueKOl2ebueKotzebue PH51-

hospital
PHSPH51rnD!)

hospital IS lack of home helpersrs .:"' -. SARAHSARAH-

ZACHARES
SARAH-

ZACHARESZACHARES , Head Nurse , Kotzebue PublicPublic-
Health

Public-
HealthHealth services HospitalHospital-

"We're
Hospital-

"We're
Hospita-

l'We're'""We'reWere'We're' not really a Pioneers ' Home , butbut-

we'rewe'rewere' trying to act in the absence of one , soso-

thatthattsome of
:

the rregulations:tobnS: : they'applytheyapplytheylapply:y1a' f toto-

PioneersPioneers ' Homes don'tdont' apply to a wide-openwideopenwlde-openwlde-- ,

multi-purposemultipurpose- senior center with 24hour-
care

24hour-
care

24-hour24hour--

care such as ours . Because nobody else 1-
0the

in10in-

thethethestatestate has one , in10 alot ofofwayswayswayswe'rewewe'rewere' re laYing-

out
layinglaying-

outout the groundw6rkgroundwOrk for how thingsthtngs can bebe-

done
be-

donedone As a result ,. I have disagreements wIth-

state
withwith-

statestate officials as to what is proper MaybeMaybewewewe-

take
we-

taketake the liberal approach as to interpretingtnterprettnginterpreting-
expenses

tnterprettng-
expensesexpenses , and they want to take the moremore-

strict
more-

strictstrict Pioneers ' Homes approach " - DENNISDENNIS-

TIEPLEMAN
DENNIS-

TIEPLEMANTIEPLEMAN , President , Maunelak Cor-

poration
CorCor-¬.-

porationperation
poration"Theperation"The""TheThe five most pressingpresstng needs for elders In-

our
inin-

ourour region are Jong-termJongtermlong-termlong- care nursingnurstng bedsbeds-

employment
beds-

employmentemployment the Homemakers program paypay-

for
pay-

forfor free agents processingprocesstng Old Age ASSistance-

and
AssistanceAssistance-

andand SSI5Sl forms and helphelpwithwithwithchoreschores " - BER-

NIE

BER-

NIE

BER-

NIE

BER-BER-

NIE SCHWIND , Regional Manager , DivisionDivision-

ofof Public AssistanceAssistance-
The

Assistance-
The

Assistance-
TheThe HomemakersHomemdke" program is one of thethe-

most
the-

mostmost effective tools to keep people in thetheirtheir-

own
.

own homes KEITHKEITHMARTIN-...MARTINMARTIN-MARTIN , SocialSodalSocial-
Workers

Sodal-
WorkersWorkerss ., Division of Social ServicServices .

FFairbanks.irbanksirbanksFairbanksT-

he

.
The philosophy ot01of the homes since

IDI1913i ihas. . , tbeenen for ,thefe, pioneers Home toto-

be
to-

bebe a home andandalsoalso a place where thethe-

resIdents
the-

residentsresIdentsiidents and guests may die ,inn dignityd'gnltydgnlty' ".
- STELLA MUCKENTHALER , Manager ,

Fairbanks Pioneers ' HomeHome-

II wouldn'twouldnt' want any better care Ileantcan tt-

see

t-

seesee where I could have any more dignitydignity-

than
dignity-

thanthan I do at the Pioneers ' Home I don'tdontdon't-
consider

don't-
consider

'

consider rttIit an tnstliuttoninstitutioninstitution , it'sits'' more likelike-

hvtng
like-

livinglivinghvtng in a hotel " - LLOYD ALKEN , Resid-

ent
ResidResid-Resid-

ent
-¬-

ent , Fairbanks Pioneers ' HomeHome-

'We

Home-

'We''WeWe provide not only housekeepinghousekeepnghousekeepng-
care

housekeeping-
care

,

care , but personal care We provideprov.deprovde. per-

sonal
perper-¬.-

sonal cafeCallcare' mIn bathing.,, getting to the storestore-

dOing
store-

doingdoing laundry , picking up groceries ,.

cooking lunch -. if you needneedItit and It'S-

within
it'sitsit's-

within ''within our program - we'rewere' glad to havehave-

you
have-

youyou as one of our clients One of the nicenice-

things
nice-

thtngsthingsthtngs about the Homemakers program asas-

It

as-

itit is15 now is that itII is based on need , and notnot-

of
not-

ofofofnecessitynecessitynecessity income I think alot of our
! clientschents .- particularly our senior citizenscitizens-

cltents
citizens-

rr clientscltents -. are not aware that they don'tdont' have
/ to be on welfare , they don'tdont' have to bebe-

f

be-

fff totally without funds ,. intn order to bebe-

ehglble
be-

eligible- eligibleehglble for our services because you cer-

tainly
cercer-¬.-

- tainlytalnly are " -. NORA YOUNG , RegionalRegional-
Supervisor

Regional-
Supervisor- Supervisor , Homemakers ProgramProgamProgram-

"Over

Program-

"Over""OverOver half of the elderly surveyed in10 thethe-

report
the-

reportreport (senior housinghouSlOg)) are payingpaylOg over 5050-

percent
50-

percentpercent of their incometncome on housing " -.

NANCY WEBB , PlannerPlanMl', Fairbanks NorthNorth-
Star

North-
StarStar Borough

SitkSitka
SitkaDepartment

Departmenttment thus continuingconttnulng the exeXIStingeXISting-

policies
existing-

policies,policiess and concepts evolved over the manymany-

years
many-

years
. . . . ,

years .,.ThatThat the Grand Igloo , Pioneers ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska urges the continuedcontonued andandexpandedexpa-JexpaJexpandedexpanded-
skilled

expanded-
skilled

- '
skilled nursing care withinwlthtn this system-

GRAND
systersystem '

GRAND IGLOO PIONEERS OF ALASKA
ALASKA

Written Comments'T-

here

Comments
''TnereTnere'ThereTherere is a current trend to deemphasize ''prematurepremature institutionalizationInstltutlonahzat.onInstltutlonahzaton. ' and ItI-

agree

t-

agreeagree withith its premise However , ifofofInifinin our zeal to promote this idea we forgetforget-

thaI
forget-

thatthaIthat institutIOns' are andandWIllwill continue to be needed for our elderly we will bebe-

dOlOR

be-

doingdOlORdoing more harmi than !goodIood It would be a !eraveIravegrave mistake for Alaska to do awayaway-

e
away-

with
away-

withwith thee models we have in10 the Pioneers ' Homes ' FRANK SISSON , DouglasDouglas-
Resident

Douglas-
ResidentResident '\Resident'There

''ThereThere are a limited number ofofDersonsofpersonsoersonsDersonspersons that reareally" need Pioneers Homes duedue-

to
due-

toto financialftndnclalftndnclalandfinancialandand physicalohvslcal needs but S225-275/S2252755225-275/5225S225275month5225275month-- / month foefot totaltotalcarecare tsis. too goodgood-

toto look anyanv farther ManyManv of these persons can afford independenttndependent or alternatealternate-
care

alternate-
carecare but rules for admittance to PloneePioneers, ' Homes have become so broad thatthat-

that

that-

thatthat is no need to look further I would suggestsURRest this matter needs further researresear-

ch

resear-

chch before more buildings are built ' - GAYLE ROWLAND . Palmer ResidentResident-

'Let's'"'Let'sLets'''ss bebemodernmodern mindedmooded enough to research the many alternativealternatives for' care atofat-

the
of-

thethe aledagedaledavailableagedavailable!ed available to Alaskans todaytodav before we rush mlIOtainto another prOtect thatthat-

will

that-

willwillwillrequirerequirequire large taxpayer fundingfundtng for maintenancematntenance oviovi-

ie

over the vearsyears 'I'mIm' notnot-

suggesting

not-

suggesttngsuggesttngsuggesting weie abandon what we have but we should adiustadust, the programorolrdm! to thethe-

times
the-

timestimes wee dieare living in LefsLet'sLetsLees' honor the Pioneer ofofoldold for his valuesalues He wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe the firstirst to want us toto-conSidertoconSider-<-: onsidet conservation ofofenergofenergyenergyenerg\energenergand\ andandandconservatIonconservation 01otof tataxtax-

money

,
moneyV It wasn t the youngsters who started PropositionPropmltlon 1313Itit was the SeniorSentorSenior-

Citizens(Citizens, tlzensns who were stillstIli paypaying109 taxes - CLAIRE KOPPERUD , Palmer ResidentResident-

TheThe State shouldshouldmalOtalnshouldmaintainmaintainmalOtaln current situation ,withi.ithiiththre"ardi.ithregard., th regardre"ardreard" totu Ionlong" termlerm In-

pdtlent
inin-

patientpdtlentpatient care but graduallyRraduallv makemdke transition so that ,inn theIhe luturetuturefuture alldll 5<'senior'noOfnoOfseniors'', oer-
b'i

over-

6i
ovproerover,

b'ibi6i6iwould' ""ouldouldwould be eligibleehhle" , torlor the sameSdme range ofofservices'servicesSE'cesSEces, ' "All"JIInJIInlonlong() tt'rmttrmt.rmtrmterm.' mpjtieniIOpdtpnlinpatient, Ir( andllariari-

beds
dll-

bedbedbeds*,, includingIOdudtng those in10 Pioneers Homes , should comcome" underundpr ctct-

need
certlhcatloncertincation 01or01-

need
or-

needneed soo that all are subectsubject| to10 the same publicpubhc inputIOpul requirpmenrequ"ementsrequementsrequirements" An alt.raltralteralt.r-

native
alter-

native

.
native source otatof statestdte fundinglundlng should be available to10 allallpnlallseniors,seniorspnl< ) " mIn "situation-
where

situation-situation"IuallonIuallonsituationssituations-
where

-,

where"herehere" they do not qualifyquahfy for a publicpubhc assistance proKrpprogram<Oltam( am to htjlph.lphlphdphdpvs,. vMth"lthlthvs" ith the ci( ost ot01or01-

lon
or-

longlonlong termrerm mpjtientInpJtlentinpatient carpcare IndIndividuals" Idual shouldhould haveha.ehae. a ,rraximumrd\llTlunrdllTlunrr'avmurrrravmurr' \ ' limitIlnlltlimitctIlnlltlor-,-ctctvt.--lorloror "whatwhat-

they
wh.nwhnh.lt-

they
h.lthlt.

they should haveha.ehae. to paypdV outOUI ot01of pocket tor such seservitvsservice''<.. annann-udllannudllannualh-ual\ualualand! \, anddnd ananvany, adddad-

ditional
dd-

dtlonalditionatdtlonalditionaldtlonalarTuntditionalamount, amountarT\untarTunt\{} should bebeaborbedabsorbedaborbed, through a ''ppspeoaspecia<'( , a ' "suit"d'PdPMate' * *'und'und - BOARDBOARD-

OF
BOARD-

OFOF DIRECTORS , SOUTH CENTRAL HEALTH PLANMSCPLANI'oI'GPLANIoIGPLANNING' ' & DEVELOPMENTDEVElOPAAET .,

INC..

,,- 8e
8- eBe it enacted bvby the "Maska"IaskaIaskaAlaska State Legislature that thpthethpuv-,-uvuvu, ore ot01or S$SI$111 million dolldollardollar-

be
."

be appropriated tor the purpose of assistingas'lstongaslstong' prO\prOprovidersprOIder\ Ider olotof Home Support Set-

vices
SprSeterer-

VICesvices in localitieslocahtoes throughout the statestare - PROECTPROJECT| DIRECTORS , Office ofof-

Aging
of-

AgingAgingAging-

akers
AgingHomemakers

Homemakersakers "'services' ICes is highly desirabledesllable itII "well"ellell supervisedSUpervise<] "well"ellell trampdtraonPdtrainedtraonPddndtrainedandanddndand-

administered
dnd-

admlntsteredadmlntsteredadministered i - LOUISE ARGETSINGER , Juneau ResidentResident-

"We

Resident-

"We
.

""WeWe have a local need for housinghousong elderly people , who are no longlonger' dbleable toto-

fend

to-

fendfend for themselves suchsuchasuchasaas foundfoundonfoundininon other larger communiticommunitIes wIthin the statestate-

Familiar
state-

FamlloarFamiliarFamlloar surroundingssurroundongs beloved familyfamrly friendsfrtends and especially granacnnarengrandchildrengrandchildren-
whom

grandchildren-
whomwhom they especially enovenlOVenjoy; take on added meaning to the elderlelderly To removeremove-
our

remove-
ourour unfortunate to far-offfaroff- facilitiesfaCliotles where they are often strangers andandww" here theythey-

will

they-

willwillill no longer receive cherishedcherIShedVISItatIonsvisitations from life-longlifelonghfe-IonghfeIong-- friends 'is'SS cruel eveneven-

though

even-

thoughthough they are givengl\englen\ utmost care and treatment professionallyprofesSlonall 'v\eveVie\ e fllml-

suggest

firmlyfllml\fllmlfirmly-

suggest
\

suggest that the State of Alaska aid the emotionalemotIonalwellbeongemotionalwellbeingwell-beingwellbeingwell-beongbeong-- and dignity of thosethose-

Incapacitated
those-

incapacitatedincapacitated by illness who refuse to leave what they deem theirthell lastlast-

necesSitIes

last-

necessitiesnecessities " - METLAkATLAMETLAKATLA SENIOR CITIZENSCITIZENS-

"I""II) would likehke to dispelldlspelldispel) some of the former criticismsCrtllClsmS as regardsregards'thmgsregardsthmgsregardsthings' thongsthings thatthat-

happen

that-

happenhappen to patientspattents in long-termlongterm- care Some eexamplesampes( include all patients In-

longterm
inin-

longtermlong-termlongterm- care facilitiesfaclhtlE'SfaclhtlES' have bed soressores1' %-'-11Iree' fact is ., on admission four percentpercent-

of

percent-

ofof patients do and two percent developed bed sores while in a nursing homehome-

'PatIents

home-

'Patients''PatientsPatients in nursing homes all have urinary catheters ' The fact is eight perceipercentpercent-

of

percent-

of

"
of patients on admission have catheters and four percent of the patientspatTents hahavehave-

catheters

have-

catheters

>

catheters dunngduring theirthell stay ''PhysiciansPhysicians have abandoned the patients .in.nn nurnursing-

homes

nursongnursingnursong-

homes

< -

homes and there are no consultations ' The fact is ., 5252-5252of%"- of the physicphYSICIansphYSICIans-

v.s.t
physicians-

visitvisitv.s.tvs.tvst. . thetheir. patient every 30 days , 4040-4040vrSlt%"- visitvrSlt every 60 days , 5S"IIoSIIo%" visit every 90 days ,

and 22"10210%" every six months One of the maiormalarmajor deterrents for physicians visrViSitS" In aa-

longterm
a-

longtermlong-termlongterm- care facility isrs poor reinreImbursements for thetheir. seeing thetheir" patients..

Another criticism is that all patienispatIents oninm Cextended; care faclhtlesfacilities are restrainedrestrained-
The

restrained-
TheThe fact isIS69"10., -69-69"1069"106910%" of patients of long-terlongterlong-termterm- care faclhtlesfacilities have no restraintrestraint-
Another

restralntJrestralntJ-

AnotherAnother criticismcntlClsm rsIS nursing homesbomes are fifullfullofofofvegetativevegetative patients ThThe fa s ,.

2212"10210"%, are comatose patients , 88"10810%" of patients have inappropriateInapproprtate or aggraggresSIveaggresSIve-

behavtor
aggressive-

behaviorbehaviorbehavtor and 2626"102610%" of patients are disoriented Another criticism is the ''patientspatients'patients-
Inin long-termlongterm- facilitiesfacllorles have a highhlgn incidenceIncldence; of accidents ' Documented factfact-

proves

fact-

provesproves that only 3 to 55"10510%" of patients have an accident WithWrth the escalating seniorsenior-

Cltizen

senior-

citizen;CitizenCltizen populationpopulatton it is incumbent upon the health care field to provide thethe-

safest

the-

safestsafest , most compassionate care which meets the IotatotaltotalneedsIIneedsneeds of the seniorsenior-
citizens

senior-
citizenscitizens . I) strongly urge your consideration for examining closely the patIent-

assessment
patientpatient-

assessmentassessment tool " - |JULIAULIA H . FORD , Director of Nursing Services , CareageCarNSICareage-
North

.'
North
North"I

"'"II agree with the expressed concern that most older people perter to staystav In-

the
inin-

theirthetheir. own dwelling and make theirthell own decisions The Pioneers ' Homes areare-

splendid
are-

splendidsplendid for thosethosl: who need care and I cheer the people who run themthem-
However

them-
HoweverHowever ., I would find it a sad day indeedIndeedItindeedififIt I had to enter oneone'J''JJ"' - WILLIAMWILLIAM-

GREEN
WILLIAM-

GREENGREEN , Alaskan Resident


