
Gambell man ''findsfinds'' footprints where he left them

By BOB KOWELUKKOWELUK-

Tundra
KOWELUK-

TundraTundra TimesTunes StaffStaff-

Roger

Staff-

RogerRoger Slwooko hhas returnedreturned-

toto his home village of GambellGambell-

after
Gambell-

afterafter 22 years of livingIlvmg and wor-

king
worwarwor-¬.-

kingkmg eJsewhereelsewhere and he says thai-

as
thatthaithat-

asas he walks on the ice he feelsfeels-

that
feel-

sthitthitthatthat ""II left my footpfootprintsnlS on thethe-

Ice

the-

iceice 22 years ago andalld theyIhey areare-

st

are-

stillststilll here . 1I feel itII . "

You'llYoull' get a straight answeranswer-

to
answer-

toto any question from SlwookoSiwooko .,

who ., at the age of 48 and afterafter-

holding
after-

holdinghordingholding several ""citycity " jobs , hashas-

retained
has-

retainedretained the knowledge of sub-

sistence
sub-

western

sub-sub-.

Slstencesistence huntmghunting he learned as aa-

youngster

a-

youngsteryoungster as well asus learnlearninglearning-

how
10910-

9howhow to copecopeWllhWllhwith the advenladvent ofof-

weslern
of-

westernwesternweslern econoecono-

CIWOOko
economic systemsystem-

Siwooko
system-

SlwookoCIWOOkoSiwookoSlwooko ., huhis wife1.1151115. ., aimand fiveil.tilt. v01of01-

hIS

of-

his

,
hIS SIXIX children , relumedreturnedreturnedto10-

Garnbell
lo10toto-

GambellGambellGarnbell ,. on StSI Lawrence IsIs-

land
Is-Is.-

land , five years ;ago after a 22-

yeareave
2222-22_ .-

yearyeareaveyeareave))leave .,

"'"YouYou"YauYau'You know I spent ))7717 yearsyears-

Inin AnchotaAnchoragee , five yearsyeas, mIt\Itin\ItBedBed-

el

BethBed\BedBeth-

el
\

el You know 1J feelfeelItnIt afterdfter ispenspen-

ding
spen-

dmgdingdmgdmgsomedingsomesome 22n years awayawaywhenwhwhen. . . II-

Lome

I-

come
.

i.omeiomecomeLome. out here ,. fallfaU (timelme when 1I1-

was

I-

waswas out on the ILCIce ., and I Just-
54ld

Just-
said

just
said54ld to myselfmysdf ., 2322 yearsyedrs agodgO 1-

left

I1I-

leftleft my foot printspml, ' on theIheshe h.eheIeiceIe.-

nd
ice-

and

_.

.and.ndnd 1I feel itII now Isn'tIsnt' Ihal-

somelhmg
lhatIhalthatthat-

somethingsomethingsomelhmg ''' To know y"u'v-
e

yuv-
e

y"u'vebee-

n

you'v-
e

youv-
e

you'v-
e

youv-
e

you'vebee-

n

"
'

been huntinghunllng .all.1111 youiyouyour, life andand-

you
and-

youyou gogo-somcwhercgosomcwhercgo-somewheresomewhere-. somewhere for years .and.ndndand-

Lome

.nd-

cometomecomeLome haikhdckhackhdckdndhackandanddnd thenIhen ggugo" huntinghunting-

oul
hunting-

outouioulout on Ihethe ILCIce .jnd.ndndand feelfeelInin >youryourI-

1l1l1d

your-

mind
uur

mindI1l1l1d thatIh.1Ih1. you'v-
e

youv-
e

you'v-
e

youv-
e

you'v-
e

youv-
e' leltleftleltou\vour\ouousour, foolfootfool-

pronts

foot-

printsprintspronts on the lieIeice, You >,seeee ,themhemthem-

inin111 youiyour mindmind-

"I'""II'11 IhmkIhlnkthink lhalIhalthat s ,Ihethehe .wa\wawaswaNj. \ .Nja.a-

livesliveslive' feelfccl .aboul.boUIboUIabout ouour land That s's-

theIhethe way II feel a1aboulabout my. . . , hfelifehfe-

here

life-

here
. . . .

here .:"' SiwookoSlwtxrko saIdsaId-

"You
said-

"You""YouYou see I have two Jobs herehere-

In

here-

inin GiGi-

operator
GambelGambell! One Job IS a pl.11Ipl11Iplantpl.11-

Ioperatur

plant-

operator

.
operatoroperatur withwlh, IhcIhethe AlaskaAlask. Vilidg-
eEledncal

VillageVilidgeVillage-

ElectricalElectricalEledncal Corp anddnd theIhe otherother-

II workwork'seasonaByworkseasonaBy' seasonally as a cookLook aldlatat-

the

dl-

IheIhcIhethe ,OambellCambellGambell High SchoolShoolSLhtwl, ".
AtAI 1177 yearsyedrs of01 age Siwooko-

left

SlwookoSiwookoSlwooko-

leftleft StSI Lawrence Island to10car workwork-

as

work-

dSasdS a boatmanboalm.nboalmn. on a hosphospital" " shipslupship-

the
slup-

IhetheIhe M V HealthHeallh lorfor six 1001111momlumonthsmonths-

until
"

untilunlll the shipsillP .was.dSdS docked perper-

IIIdnently
per-

manentlyinanenllyIIIdnentlymanently
inanenlly"LaicrIIIdnentlyuLalermanently"Later""LaicrLaicruLaler"LaterLater in IhcIhethe fortiesforllcs I ""lOrlOrwon"lOr-

ked

won-

ked
or

ked asdS a potput washerwdsher and thenthel1 dasas-

a
'

a. iookcookLark alat the hospitalhospt.1hospt1hospt.1Inhospitalin, . in '.Nome.omeome'runicrunic

Ever sincesmce then IJ havihave workedworked-

as

' '

as a cook alat theIhe AnchoiAnchoi-

ve

Anchorage Alas-

ka

Alas-AlasAlas-

ka
--

ka NatIVeve ServiceSe.teeSetee. HospitalHospItalandandandatalatat-

the
at-

thethe Bethel_ , thel PublicPubhc HealthHeallh Ser-

vice

SerSer- ¬.-

vice HospitalHospllal "

Walrus huntinghuntmg has sloslowedslowed-

down
slowed-

down
'

down on theIhe island sincesmce hehe-

left
he-

left
. . ..

left , according to10 SlwookoSiwooko , butbut-

hunters
but-

huntershunters are still51111 takinglakmglakmgwalrustakingwalrusw1-

as

w-1---w1walruswalrus-

as

- - - -

as the opportunitiesopportUnilieS ariseanse '""Wal-

rus
"WalWal"Wal- .-

rus huntinghuntlOg has been gOlOggoing onon-

ever
on-

everever" * sincesmce EskimosEskimo . we.vwevwere. born. . , .."
he sayslys withwithaa laugh ., ""ButBut"BulBul forfor-

this
for-

thisthis springspnng ,. the walrus huntinghuntmghunting-

has
huntmg-

hashas been gomggoing on smcesince Ihethe endend-

of
end-

ofof whalmgwhaling season "

SISt Lawren.eLawreneLawrence. Island whalerswhalers-

struck
whalers-

struckstruck and landed the firslfirstfirsl-

bowhead
first-

bowheadbowhead whales IhlSthis year withwith-

Nelson
with-

NelsonNelson Alowa of Savoonga andand-

Leonard
and-

LeonardLeonard Apongalook of CamCambellGambellCambell-

stnkmg
Gambell-

strikingstrikingstnkmgstnkmgandstrikingandand landinglandmg their !firstfirst-

wh.les
first-

whaleswhaleswh.leswhles. on AprilApnl 1414-

The

14-

The

14-

TheThe vffljgcv1Jdgevillage} tof> l GambelGambel1Gambell) rereach-

ed

reachreach-; .-

ededIsedIts//IsIsIts quolaquota (thehe rtexfnexlnext weekweek-

B

week-

B

week-

ByBBy; , theIhe Ustlosllast ",weekeek theieIheethere, "'waswas-

no
.'

no moremorc lieJcCice nearnCdr GambellGambelldndGambellandand-

with
dndanddnd-

withwith walrus huntinghunllOg.1IhunllOg1I.all but ooverove-
rI.moo

over-

Slwcwko$StwuukuI.mo\oI.mooI.moImooSlwcwko. \;, sasays' A. tewlewicw vilUgsv\\\.gev.gev.gegevillage\ \ \ . rhum-

tern

hunhumhun-

lerslerstern golgut walrus Helie ..asaswas unsure ofof-

Ihc

of-

theIhcthe numbers
numbers"I""II Ih"ugh\Ih"ughIhughthoughtIh"ughe" \ ",wee were g'ggggoingg'gIgoingto""' Itoto-

base
"

hJ\hJbasehJ10\ . a. 10\10lot10"I\ ""IIof ICe }youOU see , bUIbut

notnol thisIhls yearyear-
-

yea- ryearSiwooko.:,"-
SlwookoSiwooko saidslidsaid-

"The'""TheThe'The' .icek.eke wentwenl out early aU-

throughout
allaUall-

throughoutthroughout Ihethe Seward Penmn-

sula
Pennm-

sula
Pennm-

sula
Penmn-PenmnPennm-Pennm -

sula and atal both DiomedcDlomedeDiomede ?1Indand1Ind-

Sr
and-

St
nd

SiSrSt Lawrence Islands . We gO-
Iaboul

goigotgot-

aboutaboutaboul two goodgoodweekgoodweeksweeksweek. of goodgood-

hunllng
good-

huntinghuntinghunllng , see ., thaithat'sthats'. all TwoTwo-

wccb
Two-

weeksweekswccb this year . For all huntinghunting-

You
hunting-

YouYou know the huntinghunllng dependsdepends-
onon the weatherweatber ,. the windswlllds andand-

ice

and-

k.e.nck.ekeice conditionscondliions . It is really hardhard-

hen
hard-

hereherehen: on the Island You secsee , Itoo ,

thethere.,ire is a four-hourfourhourfour.hourfourhour-. shift on thethe-

sea

the-

seasea i current from north andand-

south
and-

southsouth Fog is the numbernumbe, threethree-

trouble
three-

troubletrouble we have herehere-

"So

here-

"So""SoSo (hoseIhosethose factorsfadors make hfe-

here
lifehfelife-

herehere very hard SometimesSomellmes wewe-

hunters
we-

huntershunters have lo10to run away fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe seasca or elseelsc ifIfwewe dondon'tdont''II ,., wewe-

w

we-

willwwillwillend11endendendupup down somewhere inonin-

the
o-

nthethe BeringBenng SeaSea-SeaSeaSiwooko.:"-
SlwookoSiwooko saId-

And
saidsaid-

AndAnd at home on thethc island .,

SlwooXoSwoowSwtwko) ) says thaiIhalthat althoughaHhough hehe-

loves
he-

lovesloves livingIIVmg on (Ihethehe ,islands/andsand/ he gee-

s'lied
gelsgeesgetsgets-

tired'tued'liedliedtired of theIhe ",winds,ds .amiandandwine"..11.1s.nnes.nne-

tImes
somes.nnesnnewinewine-

times

.
limestImes gelsgets lo10to wishingwlShongwishingtolo10to reiurnrerumreturnrerum-

to
return-

toto Ihethe mainlandmdmland In Ihethe fallf.1If1Ifallof. 0-

975
ol0/0of/

[1975975 Slwooko saidsaul theIhe tcmpcitempetempertemper-

ature
'

..IureIureature for severdlseveral dJYsdays w.swswas. a.a-

minusmmusminus 85 degrees WJlhwith Ihethe wind-

chill

wmdwindwmd-

hIli_chillhIli factor-

Lde

fadOfactor'
LileLleLde, inm the villagevIlldgesvillages IS moslmost

difficult Local store pncesprices arcarearc-

high

are-

highhigh . Jobs few ., and seasondlseasonal AA-

ready

A-

readyready soarsourcesour.esoure.cc of incomem.omemome. from sselsel-

ling

sel-sel.-
linghnghngwalruslingwalruswalrus ivory was haIledhalted- - , - " rhlsthisrhls-

year

this-

year

'

acombincu.omblnedomblnedcombined Idwlaw enforce-

ment
enforceenforce-,.year by a . iu wnun-

ment
wnun-wnun.--

ment bust whichwhIChrea.hedwhichreachedreachedrea.hedreahed. fromfrom-

the

from-

theihethe local region lo10to nationnation-

ck
nallondlnationalnallondl-

black
national-

blackblackck marketmarkel connedconnectionsIons OneOne-

hunter

One-

hunternunterhunter said that his crew.rewrew. isIS'dkISdkIS'dk-

mg

laktak'tak-

mgingmgmgmuchmuch lessIcss ,. aboulabout only 10-

percent

10-

percent

10

percent of lastIdsl yearsyedls calchc.lchclchcatch. soso-

he

so-

hehe reasoned the pricepnce he shouldshould-

gel

should-

getgetgel should or could go as far as.as-

tenten timeslimes moremore9more9-

Gasoline
'

Gasoline ., SlwookoSlwookuSlwexrkrr says "costscosts-

about
""IsIs"Is-

aboutabout S3 per gallon ""AndAnd Ihdt-

starls
lhalIhdtthatthat-

startsstartsstarls an impromptuImpromplu slorystory aboujdboulaboutabout-

the
dboul-

thethe pricepnce of eggs "'""TheieTheie"TheeThee"ThereThere, ss-

stillsi51stillillI a lol101lot of excitement yclyelyet >youyou-

know
you-

know
ou

know around the "island"IdndIdnd We willwIlwill-

be

'

be egg humhuntinging murrcmurrenmrrc ceggegg-

hunllng
egg-

hunting
|

huntinghunllng ItII startsSlJrts fromlromruin Ihethe Ids-

lpari

lastIdsllast-

partpanparipart of June buibut altcialtcafter, ihethe fourthc-

at
louiihlourrhfourth

0otcat' JulvJul\JulJulyJulh\ (theh. egseweggsewwon% wonwonti( bebin .aiuamam-

good '"good 'loto0 .eatear..11 becauseb.causebcause. theIhe bdbbahbahv,' is"is-

growinggrowing And nII dependepends, "nn"nnon )Ihe-

wedther
ihcIhehehe-

weatherweatherwedther ((00looroil" We havehJ\chJchose\ (to" ggogo-

around
"

.around" ..undund '10300 ittoto.tOtotO) .40 milesnlllerattles, 1Irommini" , " huhLle-

to
huehLle,'

,loto, gathergdlher somesrrine munemUTTemurre eggeggsegg-

s"Lou

eggs-

You
'

00"--YouYou"LouLou'" ""uu knoknow. ja longlongIIl11elongtimenineIIl11etime ..ggagoago-

before
"

belorebefore Ihethe whuemanWhllelllJUwhitenlan ,came-

sprung

cjmecamedmedme-

'pnng'spring'pnngpnngsprung "lime"memetime WJwas' ,Ihethehe onKonl\onloohonl11mooh11111L\ 11munu11111L , 'AA.v.evev.e-

die

' C-

ate
eC

dieate eggs FoFill, Itwo. " dollarsoIlJ " ,limnlimn-

can

, uu-

dn_candn huyhus a. do/endoen/ AA IJrgelarge eggeggs'

SiwookoSlwooko saidud When asasked .it. IhetheIhe-

eggs

the-

eggseggs coSILost jasow much bcc-

d
bcc-bccbecause. - .IheytheyIhey-

die

they-

are

. , ,. ,
dieare shIpped:d bybyairair (landand the anans-

i

ans-ansam.-,
wer IS yesi ) ., he repliedrephed withwuhwith-

laugh
withata.

laugh ,.
"""NoNo> . bringbrang in by kayak '

ThaiThai'sThais' , whywhyisis1S so much ".
Summerler finds the adultadultsalsalsal-

mon
sal-

wn

sal-sal-.
mon drawnwn loto reach theIhe siststreamsstreams-

where
reamsredmsredms-

wherewhere 'they'heyhey hatchedh"hedhhed. " onnn theIhe isis-

land
IS-ISIS-

Idnd

-¬-

landIdnd '""TheThe'The' fishfishcomecome in'" IhIhethe. rinri-
vers

ri-ri¬.-

versvcrs onnn Ihethe islandIsl.ndIslndislandafter. .after.fterfter Ihe-

foUrlh
theIhethe-

fourthfourthfoUrlh of July Maybe aroundaround-

Ihe

around-

theIhethe ISth151h15th SomeSonic of ihethe DollyDolly-

V

Dolly-

Virden
Dolly-

drdenVVardcnVirdendrden IroultroUItrout slaystay in theIhe b'g-

Idgoon

bigb'gbgbig-

lagoon
'

lagoonIdgoon .al.11at theIhe southsnulh side of Ihe-

ISldnd
theIhethe-

islandislandISldnd yearyedl round see buibut mostmoslmost-

of0of' themIhem thevIheythey goBO out loto theIhe seasedsea-

"The

sed-

uThe"uThe"TheThe longesllongest merrner is" ..nnahourahour-
I

.>urur-
II t, Iho" 2020nlllenlllemiles> long SomeSome-

peirple
Some-

peoplepeoplepeirple Ihllhuskk> IhlSthis IS a. ,m.1Im1Ismall. Is"Is-

landIdndland bUIbutbUInu\\nunusitu knoknowknoOU'" \\OUOUyou ,LintLint-
walk

..nn I..dlkdlkwalkwalkinin'" da dJ\dJdaydJd'uud.\ d'uudduudaround, ' Ihthe,' is"is-

landIdndland
landSalmon

SdlmSalmon. " , . DollDolly) l\larden.arden, den ImosiImosi-

Igicylmp

' ' ' '

)(gicylmpgicylmpandII'g' \\'g'gg"''gJuJJuJand ",I\I1el"hII1el"hI1elhwhirelishwhirelishcan\ " ,candll hehlhl-

hound"hound''ulldulld IIIm Ihethe ""IJlldIJlldIslandIslandss, Ircshtleslttleslt-

wJtcr.wJtcr..11 . ' ,sllealllsslleallls'-
Theme

r , ,' ."' ,
''TheleThele'ThemeTheme u\CduCdused\ I, , hhehehheits, h\ "its" ,""ll"l-

cisllish
',cisllishI>< , ""hh 'loo00 ' 51-

Bur
51\51Siwlk. ., ., . \. " "'sacssacs-

Bur
"

Bur Ihihctire,' JapaneseJdpJlleeJapirlesl, ' lishedIsh'dIshdhished, ,' ihiIhullihlmIhull-

"III,""IIIIII, ill dllrrlldnrmedllrrll11uiini ! W\\11\\11WWII11II\% IIIIe\We\\ee usedu'dud,' m, .,,

,cJnch..hhhh 1--1111loI -'- loto' " :20o potinJiMsplundersp'lUdplUd" ' ,' " N. ,"IwIw-

Ihcl

, .
IIrIhcl, \ "rc ' 'mning""llllgllllg b\bbackb10. , \. 10Irv.


