
A Tunnug view of Whaling in Utquaqvik
,

Becky Gay spent the betterbetter-

part
better-

partpart of this springspnng in10 BarrowBarrow-
working

Barrow-
worku1g-worku1gworking"> rkirg at the Naval Arctic Re-

irch

Re-

search
Re-ReRe-

search
--

searchirch Laboratory :researchingrescarchmg aa-

paper
a-

paperpaper 6nbnn the economic Impact-

of
impact-

of
impact

of wtwlingwhl1ngwhaling.{ in10 Barrow . She waswas-

allow
was-

allowedallowallowedallowedtoto spend time with thethe-

whah(1g
the-

whaling. . .whah(1gwhah1gwhaling.u-i.ui.uui--( crew, of Harry BowBow-

on
Bower asas-

they
as-

theythey hllntedhunted on the ice . The fol-

lOWIng

fol-

lowing
fol-

r
fol-fol--

lOWIng IS herr account of thethe-

whaling
the-

whalingwhaling in10 BarrowBarrow-

"What

Barrow-

"What""WhatWhat do you do in10 thethe-

spnng
the-

springspringspnng inm BarrowBarrow-

hey
? "

"---heyhey"-'"
"heyhey waitwalt for a mnewnew-

moon
new-

moonmoon that leans to the rightnght 10-

the
in10in-

thethe nightnIht,! sky . That is thethe-

whaler's
the-

whaler'swhaler'swhalers' moon " ( HowardHoward-
Rock

Howard-
RockRock ., 1979)19791979-

)"Agvigsiuguurugut
1979-

)"Agviqsmguurugut
)

.".

"AgviqsmguurugutAgviqsmguurugutAgvlqsluguurugut"AgvigsiuguurugutAgvigsiuguurugut wewe-

hunt
we-

hunt
,

hunt '"wSaleswhales""aleale " -

A'kAkA'kanyoneAkanyone', anyone In BarrowBarrow-
thai

Barrow-
thatthaithat QuestIOnition and you WII-

more
willWIIwill-

more

,

more: Ithanan likely get that an-

'er
an-

homehow
an-

swer
an-an-

\\'er'ererswer"' homehowomehowSomehow ., after the sunsun-

return
sun-

returnseturnsreturnreturns < in10 January ,. the dede-

meanor
de-

meanor
de-de¬-

meanoreanor ofofwhewhe whole commu-
mtv

commu-
nity

commu-
tv

commu-commu-

mtvnitytv changes and talklalk ofofwhalwhal-

ing
whalwhal-¬.-

109ingng fillsfill\fillfillthe\ the air Forays areare-

made
are-

mademadeade out on theIhe ice pack toto-

scout<coutscout the best routes to10 theIhe

potentialpolentlal open leads . Ice celcel-

lars

cel-

lars
cel-cel¬-

lars are cleaned . ExcitementExcitement-
flutters

Excitement-
fluttersflutters as whaling gear beginsbegins-
toto10 appear around the village .

SkinsSkms flap in10 the wind ,. dryingdrying-
and

drying-
andand bleaching in the cold sun .

Whaling , the best time of thethe-

year

the-

yearyear for the Inupiat , is nigh .

The Spring hunt after the longlong-

winter

long-

wmterwinterwmter . The time of renewalrenewal-
for

renewal-
forfor the InupiatInupia!..

Whaling , as an adventure ,

is an ineffable experience . It11 isis-

where

is-

wherewhere the best of old and new ,.
tradition and technology ,. com-

bine

com-

bme
comcom-¬-

binebme in the Eskimo culture .

ModernModem weapons , gas stovesstoves-

and
stoves-

andand snowmachines make thethe-

hunt

the-

hunthunt seem less than ""NativeNative "
to some , but that view over-

looks

over-

looks
overover-¬-

looks the whole essence of whal-

109

whal-

ing

whalwhal-¬-

109-

The
ing109ing-

The
ing-

TheThe whaling crew , num-

bering
numnum-¬.-

beringbermg from six to 12 men ,

spends up to two months on thethe-

Ice

the-

iceice , open water or not , justjust-

waiting

just-

waltmgwaitingwaltmg . Waiting is actuallyactually-
what

actually-
whatwhat the whalers do most of thethe-

lIme

the-

timetimelIme . They wait and watch .

TakingTakmg turns sleepingsleepmg., cookingcookmg ,

and doingdomg other chores such as

Tindingfmdingfinding the ""rightright " ice forfor-

drinking
for-

drinkingdrinking water ,. the watch isis-

maintained

is-

maintainedmaintained constantly . WhenWhen-

the
When-

thethe lead is open ,. the vigil inten-

sifies
inteninten-intens-

ifies
-¬-

sifies as the crew watches forfor-

whales
for-

whaleswhales in the water ., If the leadlead-

closes
lead-

closescloses ,. the vigil relaxes but thethe-

crews
the-

crewscrews continue to10 watch the ice ,

which is subject to movementmovement-
and

movement-
andand change with the wind andand-

weather
and-

weatherweather .

The crew has to be pre-

pared
prepre-pre-

pared
-¬-

pared to move camp quickly , atat-

any

at-

anyany time of the day or twilighttwilight-

night
twilight-

nightnight .

Once the lead is open andand-

the

and-

thethe whales began to appear , thethe-

vigil
the-

vigilvigil takes on an anticipatoryanticipatory-
flavor

anticipatory-
flavor

anticipatory
flavor . Sitting or standing in-

front
inin-

frontfront of a smallsmallwindwind screen ,

the crew talks softly or not atat-

all

at-

allall . They smoke or watch thethe-

water

the-

waterwater .

The whalers are waiting forfor-

the
for-

thethe ""rightright"nghtnght whales to findfind-
them

find-
themthem . " (Harry BrewerBrower , (1980)1980(980)980) .

There are not many ""chasingchasing"chasing-
scenes

"chasing-
scenesscenes " in spring whaling . TheThe-

skin
The-

skmskinskm boats are rowed and sixsix-

men
six-

menmen with oars are no matchmatch-
for

match-
forfor the powerful bowhead unun-un¬-

less they are very skillful . So ,

waiting for the ""rightright " whalewhale-

isis evidence of a true skill andand-

much

and-

muchmuch of the beauty in the artart-

of
art-

ofof whaling - restraint .
Some whales are caught-

from
caught-

from
caught

from the ice shelf. If the bow-

head
bow-

head
bow-

head
bow-bow-

head surfaces close to the ice ,.
a quick and expert team cancan-

shoot
can-

shootshoot and harpoon the whalewhale-

without
whale-

withoutwithout using the boat . Once aa-

whale

a-

whalewhale is caught - the EskimosEskimos-
say

Eskimos-
saysay caught ,. notnottilled\killed\tilledtilled --- thethe-

crew

the-

crewcrew may use the boat ,. with a*a-

motor
a-

motormotor now attached , to followfollow-
the

follow-
thethe whale and haul it to shore . 11-

OtherOther crews nearby can helphelp-

by

help-

byby combining boats to tow thethe-

behemouth
the-

behernouthbehetnouthbehernouthbehemouth to shore .

It is important to get thethe-

whale

the-

whalewhale to shore immediatelyimmediately-

because

immediately-

becausebecause the massive body heatheat-
spoils

heat-
spoilsspoils the meat and organs inin-

a

in-

aa matter of hours . The weatherweather-
and

weather-
andand wind <:canan change so rapid-
ly

rapid-
ly

rapidrapid-¬-
ly In the Arctic that it is toto-

everyone's
to-

everyone'severyone'severyones ' benefit to pitch inin-

and
inin-

andand get the whale to shore andand-

butchered

and-

butcheredbutchered before the weatherweather-
makes

weather-
makesmakes it impossible . WindWind-
alone

Wind-
alonealone can keep the boats out forfor-

hours

for-

hourshours when they are towing a-30-453045-- ton whale .

Once to the ice shelf , thethe-

crew

the-

crewcrew takes a break , ,. weather per-

mrtting

per-

rruthng
perper-¬-

mittingrruthngmrtting . The whaling captain'scaptainscaptain's-
flat

captain's-
flat

'
flat is run up to the highesthighest-
pIece

highest-
piecepiece of ice ridge around to aidaid-

in

aid-

inin locating the camp from town ,.
as well as announcing the suc-

cessful
suc-

cessful
sucsuc-¬-

cessful captain . Citizens BandBand-

radios
Band-

radiosradios crackle with the goodgood-

news
good-

newsnews and help begins arrivingarriving-
almost

arriving-
almostalmost immediately .

The first boiled MuktukMuktuk-

skID

Muktuk-

skin(skinskID with blubber ) is cooked byby-

the
by-

thethe captain'scaptains' wife and familyfamily-

and
family-

andand brought out to the crowdcrowd-

I

crowd-
WIth

crowd-
withwith hot steaming coffee andand-

tea
and-

teatea . Then everyone , the samesame-

everyone
same-

everyoneI everyone as before ,. crowds toto-

the
to-

thethe communal pot and dips inin-

to

in-

toto grab a succulent share . Muk-

luk
Muk-

tuk
MukMuk-¬-

tukluk is delicious fresh and boiled .

It\! tastes sweet and mildly of thethe-

sea
the-

seaseasea-

Once

sea-

OnceOnce fortified with somesome-
calories

some-
caloriescalories and the communalcommunal-
SpIrit

communal-
spiritspirit , the next step is the her-

culean
her-

culean
herher-¬-

culean task of butchering a 3030-

to
30-

toto 45 ton whale . Special long-

handled
long-

handled
long-

handled
long-long-

handled tools and supervisionsupervision-
byby the older captains , com-

bined
com-

bmed
comcom-¬-

binedbmed withwithsheersheer enduranceendurance-
and

endurance-
andand the community effort isis-

what
is-

whatwhat gets the job done . It is allall-

done
all-

donedone out on the ice ,. so thethe-

meat
the-

meatmeat has to be hauled backback-

into
back-

intointo the town once it is divided .

Snowmachines have rere-

placed
re-

placed
re-re¬-

placed dogsleds as transporta-
tion

transporta-
tion

transportatransporta- ¬-

tion , but the sheer difficulty ofof-

getting
of-

gettinggetting a snowmachine and sledsled-

to
sled-

toto the lead should not be under-
estimated

under-
estimated

underunder-¬-

estimated . The trails were vari-

ous
vari-

ous
varivari-¬-

ous lengths ,. from a mile up ttoto-

fifteen
to-

fifteen

*

fifteen miles from town .

WhalingWha1ing is a true exexamplemplemple-
of

example-
ofof community effort . The wowo-wo-
men

wo-
men

-¬

men : wives , girlfriends , sisters ,

aunts , daughters and grand-
mothers

grand-
nothers

grand-grand-grand-
mothers

-
nothersmothers have been sewing ka-

mitka
ka-

mitka
ka-kaka-

mitka
--

mitka ((bootsboots ) , atigilut ((parkas ) ,
and even putting new ugrukugruk-

bearded
ugruk-

bearded((beardedbearded seal ) skins on thethe-

umiak
the-

umiakumiakumiakskin(skin boat ) allallspringspring .'The'The women are entirely sup-

portive
supsup-sup-

portive
-¬-

portive of their whalers , bothboth-
in

both-
inin traditionaltraditionalwaysways , as well asas-

in
as-

inin the political arena..

At the AEWC conventionconvention-
in

I

in Barrow ,, February 1981 ,. thethth-

women
the-

women
e

women introduced five resol-
utins

resolu-

tions
resoluresolu-¬-

tionstins which were adopted by ththee

1

I

convention . The fourth resolu-

tion

resolu-

tion
resoluresolu-¬-

tion stated :

""WHEREASWHEREAS , We InupiatInupiat-
and

Inupiat-
andand StSI.. Lawrence YuplkYupllt mustmust-

whale
must-

whalewhale to survive physically , cul-

turally
culcul--cult-

uraIIy
¬-

turallyturaIIy , and spiritually .

WHEREAS , We WomenWomen-

whalers

Women-

whalerswhalers walk wherever our capcap-

tains
cap-cap-capt-

ains
¬-

tains and husbands walk .

BE IT KNOWN TO ALLALL-
PEOPLE

ALL-
PEOPLEPEOPLE THAT IF OUROUR-
WHALING

OUR-
WHALINGWHALING CAPTAINSCAPTAINS-
HAVE

CAPTAINS-
HAVEHAVE TO GO00 TO JAIL BE-

CAUSE
BEBE-BE-

CAUSE
-¬-

CAUSE WE EAT MAKTAK-
WE

MAKTAK-
WE

MAKTAKMAKTAK-MAKTAK-
WE WOMEN WHALERSWHALERS-
ARE

WHALERS-
AREARE ALSO PREPARED TOTO-

GOGO00 ., AND FIGHT FOR OUROUR-
LIVES

OUR-
UVESLIVESUVES ."

Subsistence means whenwhen-
the

when-
thethe hunting is good , you hunt .

Those who cannot hunt help inin-

other
in-

otherother ways . Everyone who helpshelps-

gets
helps-

getsgets to share in the harvest .

Those who are too old ., too sick ,

or too young to help get allow-

ances
allow-

ances
allowallow-¬-

ances anyway . VirtuallyVutual1y every-

one
every-

one
everyevery-¬-

one gets to eatat their fill at thethe-

feasts
the-

feastsfeasts that follow a successfulsuccessful-
hunt

successful-
hunthunt whether they have helpedhelped-

oror not . Muktuk finds its way toto-

friends
to-

friendsfriends , relatives , and NativeNative-

hospitals
Native-

hospitalshospitals from the Arctic coastcoast-

all
coast-

allall the way to Seattle .

Whaling serves as the mostmost-

constant
most-

constantconstant example of traditionaltraditional-
Eskimo

traditional-
EskimoEskimo life in the rapidlyrapidly-
changing

rapidly-
changingchanging village . TechnologyTechnology-
hashas intervened
,

, but the spirit ofof-

the
of-

thethe hunt is ageless and perva-

sive
perva-

sive
pervaperva-¬-

sive .

People who have nevernever-

even
never-

eveneven seen a whale are stillstill-

touched
still-

touchedtouched by the great prpresence ofof-

the
of-

thethe beasts and are anxioanxious toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect them . That is why scisci-

entists
sci-

entists
sci-sci¬-

entists are observing them ,.
counting them , listening toto-

them
to-

themthem with hydrophones ; study-

ing
study-

ing
studystudy-¬-

ing the elusive bowhead inin-

tently

in-

tently
in-in¬-

tently .

Eskimos have been study-

ing
study-

ing
studystudy-¬-

ing them through the ages withwith-

different
with-

differentdifferent eyes - the eyes of aa-

hunter
a-

hunterhunter . Inupiat whalers want toto-

preserve
to-

preservepreserve the bowhead whale asas-

fervently
as-

ferventlyfervently as anyone . They havehave-

shared
have-

sharedshared their camps with scisci-

entists
sci-

entists
sci-sci¬-

entists and exchanged knowl-

edge
knowl-

edge
knowlknowl-¬-

edge with them . The scienhsts-
need

scientistsscienhstsscientists-

needneed the whalers ' cooperationcooperation-
toto collect the biological speci-

mens
speci-

mens
specispeci-¬-

mens for continued study of thethe-

bowhead
the-

towheadbowheadtowhead . The Eskimos needneed-

the
need-

thethe science to comprehensivelycomprehensively-
setset reasonable quotas for thethe-

hunts
the-

huntshunts .

There is little doubt fromfrom-

any
from-

anyany who have participatedpanicipated hiinin-

whaling
in-

whalingwhaling to any degree ,. thatthat-

whaling
that-

whalingwhaling is the single most imim-

portant
im-im-im-

portant
¬-

portant event to the Eskimo forfor-

many
for-

manymany reasons . WhalingWba1ing is thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst community event thatthat-
occurs

that-
occursoccurs after the longlona , isolatingsotatingisolating-
winter

sotating-
winterwinter. Traditional bunting-
pract

huntingbuntinghunting-
practicespractpracticesces are taught toioJo thethe-

young
the-

youngyoung at this annual renewalrcnewaI ofof-

community
of-

communitycommunity ties . Nor ,couldcouldt-
here

couldcould-
therethere be a successful NulldcatukNulldcatukNuUakatukNullakatukNullakatuk-
blanket

ulldcatuk-
blanket((blanket toss ) without a suc-
cessful

suc-
cessful

sucsuc-¬-
cessful hunt .

Even Inupiat UniversityUniversity-
made

University-
mademade allowances for subsistencesubsistence-
hunting

subsistence-
huntinghunting : '""TheThe'The' academic calen-

dar
calen-

dar
calencalen-¬-

dar in use by Inupiat UlUniversityUlvcrsityUniversity-
of

vcrsityvcrsity-

ofof the Arctic is flexible by dede-

sign
de-dede-

sign
-¬-

sign . It is contingent upon enen-
I

en-en-en-
vironmental

¬-

vironmental factors which dede-dedet-

ermine
-¬-

termine periods for subsistencesubsistence-
ofof caribou ( tuttutuns ) . . . and whalewhale-

agviq(agviq)) . "


