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Few ocean-relatedoceanrelatedoceanrelatedIssues- Issues havehave-

stiffed
have-

surredsurredstiffedsurredmorestiffedmoremore controversy IhanthanIhan-

Ihe
than-

thetheIhe federalfede.1fede1,. governmgovernment'sgovernments'' decI-

ili

deci-

sion

decI-decI-

sion to seek oiloilandand egas .leases. . onon-

theilitheilinGnGnGooGeorges
oo ; Ballnk

Bank , offshoroffshorePfsh :''MMMas-

sachusetts
Mas-Mas::-

sachusettssadlUsetls.. EnVIronmentalists-

and
Environmentalists

and some fishingfishmg interestsmterests pro-

tested
pro-

tested
propro-¬-

tested that exploration and dede-

velopment
de-

velopment
de-de¬-

velopment would tmperimperil fISh-

harvests
fishfish-

harvestsharvests from the 20,000-sq20,00020000sq20.sq20sq,().- .

mmilee area , 80 mmileses east of CapeCape-

Cod
Cape-

CodCod .. Energy developersdevelopen disa-

greed
disadlsadisa- ¬.-

greedgreedThatgreedThaI
ThatThaI argument is mostly bebe-

hind
be-be¬.-

hindhmd us now , and oil011 and gasgas-

exploratIOn
gas-

explorationexploration is slated to beginbegmbegin-

later
begm-

laterlater thIS year , but the GeorgesGeorges-

Bank
Georges-

BankBank debate provides a micro-micromicro-
cosm

micro-
cosm

-
cosm of the concerns that sese-

parate
se-se.-

parate environmentalists andand-

developers
and-

developersdevelopers inm many areas , inclu-

ding
mclu-

dmg
inclumclu-mcluinclu-¬-

dingdmg Alaska .

Much of this debate is moremore-

fiction
more-

ficuonfictionficuon than function , neitherneither-

SIde

neither-

sideside seems to want to take thethe-

time
the-

tunetunetime to understand the other'sothersother'sp-

oSitIOn

other's-
position

'

poSitIOn . That is sad because II-

firmly

I-

firmlyfirmly behevebelieve offshore drillingdrilling-

and
drilling-

andand flShmgfishing can coexist peacepeace-.-

fuUyfully and productrvelyproductivelyproductrvely-
I

productively-
II make that statement wIthwIth-

conviction
with-

convictionconviction because IIamam presi-
dent

presI-presIpresI-
dent

--
dent ofofaf a uniqueumque company thatthatI-

SISu aa major offshore drillingdrillmg con-

tractor
con-

tractor
concon--¬

tractor and also has extensiveextensive-

commercial
extensive-

commerctalcommercialcommerctal fishingfishmg operations .

Offshore ooiloilandand gas exploratIon-
and

exploration
and fishingflShmg are both mantune-
operations

maritimemantunemaritime-

operationsoperations that share comcommoncommon-

problems
common-

problemsproblems and requirerequlrC stmsimilaisimilarar ex-

pertise
ex-

pertise
ex-ex-

pertise .,. Our experienceexpenence defini-

The

defini-definidefml-defmldefmt-defmtdefmt-

trvely
defmll-

IVely
---

lIVelytrvely has demonstrated that thethe-

two
the-

twotwo industnesindustries are compatiblecompatible-
The

compatible-
TheThe conclusion is supportedsupported-

byby ia report compliedcomphed by Rice U-

mvemty
U-

mvernty
U-

niversity
U-U--

mverntymvemtyniversity Called the ""OffshoreOffshore"Offshore-
Econology

"Offshore-
EconologyEconology Investigation ,." thethe-

nearly
the-

nearlynearly 600-page600page-- document is oneone-

of
one-

ofof the most complete studies ofof-

the
of-

thethe effects of oDoil drillingdnlling andanLanL-
productio

, ,.
productionproductio onon the coastalcoastalenvIcoastalenvtenvt-
ronment

envI-
ronment

envienvI-envt-envt-¬-

ronment . AccordingAccordmg to the rere-

port
re-

port
re-re¬-

port , natural changes inm the mar-

ine
mar-

reater
mar-mar-.-

meine ecosystem cause greaterreater ef-
U

ef-efef-
fects

ef-
fects

-

fects. over. tunetime... . . . than.. . .. . oilU drdrillingl1ngdrilling-
or

l1ng-
oror production .

Consider the situation inm thethe-

Gulf
the-

GulfGulf of Mexico . DuringDurmg the past

25 years offshore drdrillinghIg} hashas-
grown

has-
growngrown from nothmgnothing 10to eextremeextreme-
ly

IremeIreme-
IyIyly heavy development In somesome-

areas
some-

areasareas , especlallespecially} olfshoreotfshore Louis-

iana
loUIS-loUISloUIS1-

aI1a
--

1aI1aiana where more than 3OOU-

structures
3,000-

structures
3OOU3,0003000,

structures are located todaytoday-

Dunng
today-

DuringDuringDunng this periodpenod ., we havehave-

seen

have-

seenseen conmtentconsistent Increases min thethe-

menhaden
the-

menhadenmenhaden harvestrvest inm the area ,

agrowmggrowing. e from. . . ! 213.000213000213,000., !metncmetricmetnc-

tons
metric-

tons
- - -

tons in10 1955 to 820,000820000, imetncmetricmetnc-

Ions
metric-

tonstonsIons in 1978 .. This fact is of keykey-

importance
key-

tmportanceimportancetmportance becausemenhadenbecause-menhadenbecausemenhadenbecause ---menhadenmenhaden IS-

a
isis-

aa delicatedehcate species., as are shnmp-

and
shrimpshnmpshrimp-

andand other shellfish , and dependsdepends-

onon a clean estuanan system forfor-

survival
for-

survrvalsurvivalsurvrval .

Given these facts one has toto-

conclude
to-

concludeconclude that , at a minimummmlmum ,.
the presence of ngsrigs has not beenbeen-
detrimental_ etnmentaldetrumntaldetrimental to the fishingflShmg indus-

try
indusindus-indus-

try
-¬-

trytry-

An
try-

An
try-

nAn Important reasonn why thethe-

petroleum
the-

petroleumpetroleum and commercwcommercialrcial fish-

JOg

fish-

in

fish-

ing

fish-fish -

JOging Industnesindustries have beenin able toto-

CoeXISt

to-

coexistCoeXISt peacefullyrfully iss becaubecausebecause-
both

because-
bothboth have matured min recentrecent-

years
recent-

yearsyears . The petroleum industry-

has
mdustryindustrymdustry-

hashas dISCovered that fIShermen

4feare goodgoodmannegoodmarinemannemarine nelghboneighbors" JndandJnd-

has

and-

hashas bec-omebecomebecome- much more carefulcareful-

toto keep the o.eanoeanocean. en'lronmentenlronmentenvironmenten'lronment-
dean

environment-
lean

'
deanlean
deanFIShermenleanFishermen

Fishermen on the otherhjndotherhmdotherhand ., |
have ; enjoyed mamanvmans\ beibenefitsbenefits-

from
benefits-

fromfromi the presence of the petro-petropetrol-
eum

petrol-
eum

-
leumi industrymdustry , includingmcludmg ii-

ved

impro-

ved

Impro-ImproImpro-
ved

--

ved ports and harbors ,. betterbetter-

vessel

better-

vesselvessel repair facilities and stron-

ger

stron-

ger

stronstron-¬-

ger local economies..

One recurringrecurrmg concern of thethe-

fishing
the-

flShmgfishingflShmg industrymdustry boilsbods down toto-

competition
to-

competitioncompetition forfar physicalphYSicalspacespacespace-

m

space-

ininm offshore areas.. Man >}) times ,.

it is assumed that thousandsthousands-
ofof platforms will suddenly dotdot-

the
dot-

thethe offshore horizonhonzon ,. constitu-

lat

constitu-
ting

constitu-constituconsltu! -.
tmgting a navigatIOnal bazardhazard .

-

Thatlat is simplysunpl} notDOt goinggomg toto-

happen
to-

happen
I

happenen on the Georges Bank.. I
"A 1976 study by the WoodsWoods-

Hole
Woods-

Hole
!

" - ' - InstitutionInstltul1on !Hole Oceanographic ,

esttmatesestimatesates thatIhal ,. atal most , plal-

forms
plat-

"Quid
plat-

forms
plat-platplal-plal- |

forms ""QuidQuidwould pre-erpreerpre-emptpreempt-- some 6262-

sq
62-

sqsq miles of the banbankbank-

Another
bank-

Another
!

Another concern voiced ISI-
Swhether

is-

whetherwhether the drillingdrdhng procproc-

Continued

processprocess-

Continued(ContinuedContinuedonon PagePaae 44AA ) I



FIFishingFishingandhmg and DrillingDrillingC-

ontinued

DrillingC-

ontinued(ContinuedIontmut( ( <! from Page 1AIA ))

,JniidsIo"dIodloud" ,% thetho ..dtedtewirerdter' .with.IthIthwithsedimentssedimentssedllnentssediments-

The

sedllnents-

TheThe answerdl1We, , 'is'ss '""-

i-S
"-iiS'WW" -, s

"" but thethe-

"IUdt
the-

sltuatain""IUdtIUdtsltuatain", , " Irs' tempordrytemporary andand-
I

and-
tIt , ' he honeshonestI IS not really muchmuch-

it',1'111it da pohemproblemproblem-
Bs

pohem-
B

, !

BBs, In\IninsInmeJsure\ meJsuremeasure the mudmud-

d'sLhdr
mud-

dlsLharged'sLhdrdsLhdrdischargedlsLharge' e from drillingdnlhngdnlhngoperadrillingoperaopop-

amount

opera-
III

opera-

tions
opera-opera -

IIItions>'" is" only a fractnfraction", of thethe-

JmoUII
the-

amountamountJmoUII! dlSdischarged.hJfgedhJfged<. intoonto thethe-

water.vkjlcr.dlerdlerwater bb\bb1bnatural\, nalurdnatural! resources suchsuc-
hJ

such-
asJjsas' meriversrisers" anddl1d storms The Mss-

'pr
Mtssi-

ssippl
MissiMss-MssMtssi-Mtssi, , ¬-

"ssippissippl''prpr ' RiverR"eReRiser" , alonedlone carriescarnesLarries nearly
400400million",milliontllion tons ofofmudmudmudandandand-

sediments",sedimentsJllnel1IS intoonto the GulfGulfeveryeveryevery-

CJr
every-

tear\\CJrCJrtear
CJrThetearTheThe hotteslhottest 'issiio55< , e LonLerned-

with
conLernedLonLernedconLerned-

withwithwitholtshorewithottshoreonshoreoltshoreottshore eexplorationplorahon is od-

'rilh
oilodoil-

spills'spills'rilhrilh liIIIt is notnol my intentionmlentlon toto-

brush
to-

huhbrushhuhhuhd"debrushaside, , asided"dedde" the awfula.fulaful. rCdlilyrCdlllvreality ofof-

In
of-

ananIn oil0,101tilltillspill, 'spill'pIlipIli Oil011 spills are d'tsas-

lers
disas-

lets

d'tsas-d'tsasdtsasdisasdisas-
'

¬-

terslerslets hh\l\hlbillhlthey\ t\ iheythey aredre not ,Latastro-
phes

catastroatastroLatastroatastro-

phephephcsphes, ""IIit the magnitudemagOitude or frefre-

yuenLLs

fre-fre¬.-

quol1quencesyuenLLs,, popularlyr"puldrlyrpuldrly" beheved-

Dlnn
believedbehevedbelieved-

During
believed-

DuringDuringD\lnn/DlnnDlnnthe\ [/., the last 30 years ,. apap-

prolmdlely
ap-

proximatelyproximatelypro\lmdlelyprolmdlely\ 25.0002500025,000., wells havehave-

been
have-

heenbeenheen drilledJrliled inm UUSS waten-
'r

waterswatenwaters-

Yet'rr'VetYetel there hashds been only one ma-

Jor

ma-

jor
mama- ¬-

jor UUSS spill that reached thethe-

shorehne
the-

shorelineshorelineshorehne inon any significant aa-

mount
a-

mount
a-a-.

mount That was inon the SanSantaSanta-

Barbara
Santa-

Barbara
'

Barbara Channel ,. however ,. inono-

permanent
no-

permanentpermanent damage resultedresulted-

The
resulted-

The
resulted-

TheThe largest oil011 spill in recentrecent-

years
recent-

yearsyears was from theIhe Ixtoc 1I wellwell-

in

well-

tointo MeMexico'sMexicoslco'-
s

lco-
s' Bay of CampecheCampeche-

Thai
Campeche-

ThatThatThai spillspIllreachedreachedreachedasas far as PadrePadre-

Island
Padre-

IslandIsland into southern Texas Testi-

mony
TestI-

mony
TesthTestI-TestI--

mony before the UnitedUmted Stales-

Senate
StatesStalesStates-

SenateSenate last December showedshowed-

that
showed-

thatthat the Campeche spill couldcould-

have
could-

havehave been avoided if modernmodern-

technology
modern-

technologytechnology had been usedused-

Obviously
used-

Obviously
used-

ObviouslyObviously . I am not advo-

cating
advoadyo-adyoadvo-adyo-

catmg
-¬-

catingcatmg unrestrainedunrestramed spillingspllhng ofofoil01-

1mto

oil011oil-

intointomto the oceans ,. but 1I am sug-

gesting
sug-

gestmg
sugsug-¬-

gestinggestmg that the oceans of thethe-

world
the-

worldworld have an immense andand-

vastly
and-

vastlyvastly underestimated capacicapacitycapacity-

for
capacity-

for

*"
for regenerationregenerauon . Natural proaproces-

ses
proces-procesproces-

such
--.anses. ,. such asus oil011 seeps,, releareleaserelease-

many
release-

manymany times the amount of ppol-

lutants
polpol-< .-

lutants intomto the marine environ-

ment
environenviron-¬.-

ment as oil011 operations ,. yet thethe-

oceans

the-

oceansoceans survive without notice ¬.

abledble changeLhangechange-

A

Lhange-

AA 1976 study by the Nahonal-

OCedL
NationalNahonalNational-

OLeamLOceanicOCedLOLeamL", and AtmosphericAtmosphenc Ad-

ministration
AdAd- ¬.-

ministration states that 1I 3 per-
Lent

per-
Lent

perper-¬-

centLent ofofaUofallailaUall petroleum hydrocar-
bons

hydrocarhydrocar- ¬.-

bons enteringentermg the marinemanne envi-
ronment

envienvi- ¬'-
ronment are due to offshore pro-
duction

pro-
duction

propro-¬-

duction Nearly 10 percent camecame-

from
came-

fromfrom natural seeps Some 2626-

percent
26-

percentpercent came from nverriver runrun-
off

run-run.-
off The SIngle largest contn-
butor

contn-
butor

contn-contn-

butor ofofmannemarinemanne petroleum hyhy-

drocarbons
hy-

drocarbons
hy-hy¬-

drocarbons .- nearly 35 percent -

is marinemanne transportation .,

Oilal, and |gas- development' ' andand-

the
and-

thethe promotipromotion and preservationpreservation-
ofof fishingfishmg can exist as goodgood-
neighbors

good-
nelghbonneighborsnelghbon ,. both doingdomg theirtheu ppartpart-
to

part-
to

"

to meet vital national needs ,. WeWe-

need
We-

needneed only have the vision and-
understanding

and-
understandmg

and
understandingunderstandmg to make it hap-
pen

hap-haphap-
pen

--

pen

economicallveconomlcallveconomically sound venture .

Let'sLets' all hope that theirthetr studystudy-

results
study-

resultsresults are positive and thatthat-

Alaska
that-

AlaskaAlaska is fortunate enough toto-

obtain
to-

obtam
toI I

obtainobtam a petrochemicalpetrochemtcal complex
'


