
Adoption in AngoonAngAngonon meant much to anthropologistanthwpologist
The following piece waswas-

written
was-

writtenwritten by Dr . Kenneth Tollef-
son

Tollef-
son

Tollef-Tollef-.
son who Butfirst went to the com-

munity
c0m-

munity
comc0m-c0mcom--¬-

munity village of Angoon in
1974 on an anthropologicalanthropological-
study

anthropological-
studystudy . TouefsonTollefson is now a pr0f-

essor
propr0-pr0pro--prof-

essor
-¬

fessor of anthropology at Seat-

tle
SeatSeat-¬.-

tletie Pacific University .

by Kenneth DD.ToIIefDToIIef. TolTollefsonefsonefson-

I

sonson-

IanthropologicalfieldworkI did my anthropological

fIShingvillagefieldwork in a remote fishingfishing-
villagevillage in Alaska . I was just anan-
other

anan-.¬-
other intruder into an IndianIndian-
community

Indian-
communitycommunity . These pristine care-

takers
carecare--care-

taken
¬-

takerstaken of the large island hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen forced by whites to : paypay-
taxes

pay-
taxestaxes , attend foreign schools ,
give up their land , and forfeitforfeit-
their

forfeit-
theirtheir natural resources .

Perhaps their probingprobing-
question

probing-
questionquestion repeatedly asked of meme-

was
me-

waswas reasonable : ""WhatWhat are youyou-
doing

you-
doingdoing here ? " After being askedasked-
this

asked-
thisthis question a dozen times aa-

day
a-

dayday for the firstflJ'StflJSt' three days , II-

looked
I-

lookedlooked into a mirror and inin-in¬-

quired,,, ""WhatWhat are you doingdoing-
here

doing-
herehere ?"

Lonesome , homesick , andand-

disconraged
and-

discourageddiscourageddisconraged., I wanted to leave .
I had aa--commitmentacommitment . I stayed..
Those firstflJ'StflJSt' few days were notnot-

easy
not-

easyeasyeasy-easyI.- I had planned to boardboard-
with

board-
withwith a\ocaIlndianocaIlndianaocaIlndianlocal\ Indian family . TheyThey-

were
They-

werewere out of town... Instead , II-

moved
I-

movedmoved some doghouses in thethe-

grade
the-

gradegrade school'sschools' carpenter shop ,
opened an old divan , unrolledunrolled-
my

unrolle-
dmysleepingbqmymysleepingbqsleeping bag , layydownandydownandf-
ell

down , andand-

fellfell to the floor. The springssprings-
were

springs-
werewere broken . I reached for thethe-

light
the-

lightlight but there was none.. AA-

poignant
A-

poignantpoignant feeling of estrange-
ment

estrangeestrange-estrange-
ment

-¬-
ment permeated my being . II-

was
I-

waswas not at home .

In factfact,, I felt so low I be-

came
bebe-be-be-

came
¬-

came envious of the villagevillqvillage-

dogs
_

dogs . Every dog had a home... II-

watched

I-

watchedwatched as the dogs moved sos0-s0so-so-s0-
cially

so-
dally

-¬

ciallydally down the street , breakingbreaking-
off

breaking-
offoff from the pack one or two atat-

a
at-

aa time when they arrived at theirtheir-

homes
their-

homeshomes . I went back to mymy-

room
my-

roomroom , opened a can of soup andand-

stared
and-

staredstared out the window .

A few days later a couplecouple-
invited

couple-
invitedinvited me to move in withwith-

them
with-

thetathemtheta.. I was overjoyedovajoyed.. TheyThey-

made
They-

mademade me fedfeel like I was one ofof-

the
of-

thethe family . II--Ifitfit into their pat-

tern
patpat-¬.-

tern of living as best I :couldcouJd . II-

set

I-

setset and clearedleared the table ,

washed the dishesdishes., and sweptswept-

out
swept-

outout the house . My abilitiesabilities-

seemed
abilities-

seemedseemed best suited to menialmenial-

tasks
menial-

taskstasks .

The local people began toto-

talk
to-

talktalk and joke with me . My anan-

thropological
anan-.¬-

thropological questionnaire sur-

vey
sursur-¬.-

vey progressed adequately . TheThe-

water
The-

waterwater , mountains,, eagles , sealsseats ,

and other formss of wild lifelife-

fascinated
life-

fascinated
life-

fascinatedfascinated me . Deep down inin-

side
in-inin-

side
-¬-

side me there was always thethe-

haunting
the-

hauntinghaunting reality that I waswasa_a
_sttangerstrangev-and-constantiystrangevandconstantiy-and-consianflyandconsianflyCf-.and--COl\5UlntJyCf.andCOl5UlntJyCf.andCOl5UlntJy.- --\ underu-nderunderunde-
rsurveiDan

under-
surveillance

-
surveillancesurveiDane<: .

As my participation In-

community
inin-

communitycommunity lifefife increased ,. I be-

ment

be-

came
be-be-be-

came
--

came less aware of my estrange-
ment

estrange-estrangeestrange-
ment

--

ment . I gathered gumbootsgumboots-
from

gumboots-
fromfrom the rocks at low tide toto-

give
to-

givegive to the elderseldm - a real deli-

cacy
delideli-deli-

cacy
-¬-

cacy . I helped dig a grave , writewrite-

letten
write-

letterslettersletten , and assist with indi-

vidual
indiindi-¬.-

vidual needs . I was even invitedinvited-

toto a potlatch ceremony .

I prayed a lot.. I wanted mymy-

life
my-

lifelife to be a model and a minisminis-minis-
try

minis-

try
-¬-

try . However , under the intenseintense-

scrutiny
intense-

scrutinyscrutiny of the community gaze .,
I felt like a failure . I was stillstillaa

stranger . I shared that with mymy-

wife
my-

wifewife over the telephone justjust-

three
just-

threethree days before I left the vil-

lage
vilvil-vil-vill-

age
¬-

lage .
Some elderseldm askedsked me toto-

extend
to-

extendextend my visit a couple moremore-

days
more-

daysdays . One of the last of the tratra-

ditional
tra-tra¬.-

ditional chiefs had died . TheyThey-

thought
They-

thoughtthought the activities would bebe-

educational
be-

educationaleducational to me . SeveralSeveral-
chiefs

Several-
chiefschiefs and people arrived fromfrom-

other
from-

otherother communities . The funeralfuneral-
potlatch

funeral-
potlatchpotlatch was wellweU attended . ItIt-

was
It-

waswas held to feed ,. honor , andand-

pay
and-

paypay for the services renderedrendered-
during

rendered-
duringduring the funeralfuneraJ . I was askedasked-

to
asked-

toto sit with ththe dcccaseddeceased: chief'schiefschief's-
relatives

chief's-
relatives ''relatives .

In turn., about SO50 adultsadults-

stood2jiood.anddonated-sQmejiood.anddonatedsQmejiood.anddonatedjioodanddonatedsQmestood!. .;roddoDatcd-semeroddoDatcdsemeand-donated-someanddonatedsome-_- -- moneymoney-

for
money-

forfor the ""pay-off"paypayoff-- " to all thethe-

guests
the-

guestsguests .. 1I stood and made aa-

contribution
a-

contributioncontribution at the appropn-
ate

appropn-

namc

appropri-
ate

appropn-appropnappropri-appropri -

ate time . As each host membermember-
stood

member-
stoodstood he/sheheshe/ gave their Ind8II-
name

Ind\8IIInd8IIIndianIndian-

name \namcname . 1I gavegaV1: my EnglishEnghsh name .

When all the donationsdonations-
were

donations-
werewere made , a ranking chiefchief-

arose
chief-

arosearose and addressed the audi-

ence
audiaudlaudi-¬.-

ence . He told them , ""WeWe havehave-

aa member who has no name . "
I was called to the center ofof-

the
of-

thethe room and told Tofolb sit on thethe-

table
the-

tabletable piled high with thousandsthousands-
ofof dollarsdoUars inm cash . Then thethe-

chief
the-

cluefchiefcluef mentionedmenl10ned the name thatthat-

was
that-

waswas to be given to me thrthree

times . Each time it was men-

tioned
menmen--men-

tioned
¬-

tioned., the visiting chiefs rere-

peated
re-re-re-

peated
¬-

peated the name in approvalapproval-
and

approval-
andand confirmationconfmnation..

I was no longer a stranger .
IIwaswas at home in the commu-
nity

commucommu-commu-
nity

-¬-
nity . I had been adopted . LaterLater-

that
Later-

thatthat evening with the mayor .,
with whom I had been living ,

told me that his house now bebe-

longed
be-

longed
be-be¬-

longed as much to me as it diddid-

to
did-

toto himhtm . Another chief admon-
ished

admonadmon-admonI-
shed

-¬-
ished me to always rememberremember-
the

remember-
thethe name ,. the money thatthat-
backed

that-
backedbackedbackedItit up , and to livefive toto-

bnng
to-

bringbringbnng honor to uIt . Later , I rere-

ceived
re-

ceived
re-re¬-

ceived some cashcast! inmto settlementsettlement-
ofof the former chiefschief's' estate . II-

had
I-

hadhad been adopted as his brolh-
er

broth-
er

brothbrolh-brolhbroth-¬-
er and givgivenn a high-rankinghighrankinghlgt-rankmghlgtrankmghighranking-
name

hlgtrankmg-
name

! -
-

name
nameA

A new vista of BiblicalBlbhcalBiblical-

truth
Blbhcal-

trulhtruthtrulhtrulhunfoldedtruthunfoldedunfolded like a flowernower 10-

the
to10to-

thethe first rays of dawn Adop-
tion

AdopAdop-Adop-
tion

--¬

tion was no longer an objec-
tive

objecobJccobjec- ¬'-
tivelive theological tenet It was aa-

personal
a-

personalpersonal experienceexpenence I had exex-

perienced
ex-ex¬.-

periencedpenenced socially what GodGod-

had
God-

tad!hadtad done for me spirituallyspmtuallyspiritually-
Morally

spmtually-
MorallyMorally , I was once an ahen-

and
alienahenalien-

andand a strangerslTanger to God AtAI con-

versIon
con-

version
concon-¬-

version 1I joinedJomed His house-
hold

house-
hold

househouse- ¬-

hold . 1I had a new Identity-
sonshlp

identityidentity-
sonship( sonshipsonshlp ) . a new name ( Chml-

1an
Chris-

tian
ChrisChm-ChmChris- ¬-

tianl1an ) , and a new inheritancemhemanccinheritance-
heir

mhemancc-
he.r( heirhe.rher. of God ) WhatWhal loveloye '

What security '


