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Will the real consumer protector pleasepleaDpleaDltandstandltand upmupRM

AkPIRG'sAkPIRGs' Alaska Consumer Advocacy Corporation :

In Whose Public Interest?
By PaulaPlw. tasleyEuleyEasley , RDCROC Executive DinctoDirector

A privateprlnte concern known IS-

the
asISas-

thethe AlaskaAllska Consumer AdvocacyAdvocac-
yCorpontion

Advocacy-
CorporationCorporationCorpontion ( ACAP ) received
$$150,000150000, bomfrom the DepartmentDeputmentDeputment-
of

Department-
ofof Community and \RegionalReg\onlllRegonlllRegional-

Affairs
Regonlll-

ArflllArflllAttainAffairs in MarchMIreh 1981 and Is-

now
Is-

now
is

now _reekingseekingkine secondsecond-yearsecondyearsecond.yelrsecondyelr-.year fund-

Ing
fundfund-¬.-

ingInl from the AlaskaAllska &LegislatureLe&IaIltureLeIaIlture .
TheTbe originalorl&lnalorllnal& fundingfundlne occurredoccurred-
despite

occurred-
despitedespite overwhelmingoverwbelmlnl public opop-
position

op-
position

op-op¬-

position .,&BackgroundIck&roundIckround on stateItlte """publicpublic"public-
interest

"public-
interestinterest " fundingfund.infundinfunding-

During
funding-

During
.&DuringDurlnl the 1980 legWltive-

session
legislativelegWltivelegislative-

sessionsession , ththe ResourceResourc. Develop-

ment
DevelopDevelop-¬.-

ment CouncilCouncU ( RDC ) , monitoredmonitored-
projecb

monitored-
projectsprojectsprojecb lineUne itemedltemed in HB 60 ,
the supplementalaupplemen1ll budgetbucjlet! , IUd-

wged
andIUdand-

urgedurgedwged the followingfollowlngltemaitems not bebe-

funded
be-

fundedfunded with taxtu dollarsdoUus :

AlaskaAbska Public AdvocacyAdvocxyAdvocacy-

Corporation
Advocacy-

Corporation
Advocxy-

CorporationCorporation . . . . . . . $$453.000-
Alaska

S453ooo-
AWkI

$453.000453.000453000S453ooo5453,00054530005453,000-
Alaska

.,
AlaskaAWkI Public InterestInterelt ReseIrch-
Group

ResearchReseIrchResearch-

Group
Research-

GroupGroup (AkPIRG )).. . . . . .75.00075000.75,000.7500075,00075.000-
Alaska

.75,000-

AWkI
75,000-

Alaska
.,

AlaskaAWkI Center forfor-

Policy
for-

Policy
for-

PolicyPolicy StudiMStudies . . . . . . .317400.317,500.317500317500317,500.317,500-

Citizen
317,500-

Citizen
317400-

Citizen

,
Citizen ParticipationPuticipltionParticipation-
Project

Participation-
Project

Puticipltion-
ProjectProject ... . . . . . . . . .48300048,3000.48,3000.483000.48,3000-

Newspaper
48,3000-

Newsplpet
483000-

Newspaper
,
,

NewspaperNewsplpet project . . . . . .7,5007500.7,500.7500.7,500-

RDC
7,500-

RDC
,,

RDC believed the fundingfunding-

WIS

funding-

wasWISwas totfor privateprlnte groups , withWIt-
hnurow

with-

narrownarrownurow interestIntembinterests!, andIUd properlyproperly-
sbould

properly-
shouldshouldsbould not be funded with taxtutax-

dollars
tu-

dollusdollarsdollus.
When informed of the naturenature-

of
nature-

ofof these projectsprojecll,1heprojecll1he, the Senate dede-

leted
de-de¬.-

leted !thembem . 'They'lbeylbey reappeared 1-
0be

in10in-

the!thebe House versionvellion of the budget .

The House hadbid one day to rere-

View

re-

view
re-re¬-

view the 39-page39page39.page39page-. document toto-

111101

to-

taling
to-to¬-

taling111101 $$286286$286mi--mimimillionmif>before--ff" ''h-

The

!'h-'hhbethebe-
up

the-

up
-

up or down floor vote on thethe-

bill

the-

billbill . The binbillbill"1benbill1benbillthen-tli-

Senate
tli"-thenthen went to IaI-

House5enlte
a-

HouseSenateHouse-5enlteHouse5enlteHouse-SenateSenate! ---SenateSenate Free ConfeConfemConferenceConference-
Committee

Conference-
Committee

m.

Committee ( FCC ) for in-depthindepthindepthI-

CtUtiny
indepth-

scrutiny
---

ICtUtinyscrutinyitiny and the traditionaltradlbonllltraditional-
off

traditional-
tradeoffs

tradlbonll-
ltradeoffstrade-offstradeoffstradeoffs---offoff* .

Many legislate-

of
legislate-legislatelegislatorsleeblatolland- and' membellmembersmembell-

of
members-

of

>-
of the public iwere concernedconcerned-
over

concerned-
overover the propoaedproposed funding . TheyThey-

pledged
They-

pledgedpledged to press membersmembell of thethe-

FCC
the-

FCCFCC to delete the funds . TheThe-

FREE
The-

FREEFREE Committee of the Anch-

ociation

Anch-

orage
Anch-

orage
Anch-Anch-

orage Woman'lWomanlWoman'sWomans' Club and mem-

bers
memomem-memmemo-

bell
-

bellbers of several trade WodltiOnsassociationsWodltiOnsJ-
Oined

associations-
joined

ociationociation-

joinedjoined the fight . After aI longlonllong-

and
lonl-

andand costly effort by consumeconsumellconsumersconsumell-
all

consumers-
allallU over the state , HB 60 wwaswas-

amended
.

mendedamended and passed , withoWIthoutWIthout-

the
without-

thethe $$900,000900000, forCor the 1Osor-
public

so-r-sorso-calledsocalledsocalled-
public

-- lIlledlIlled-

public
-" <

public interest activities .

Interim i Committee Takes OvOveo-OveoOverOveo-
The

Over-
The

<-
The victoryctory WISwas short hvedlived .

An interim committeemittee , legisla-

tive
legisla-

tive
legislalegisla-¬-

tive Budget &< Audit ( B &< AAI) ,

wasWIS givenliven $$$375,000375000, in HB 6060-
for

60-
forfor ""researchresearch"feSell'CbfeSellCb' projects ," to be dede-

signated
de-

umatMl
de-de-.

umatMlslgnltedsignated hvby Ihothe leadeDihlpleadershipIp.HorehinIpHorehin. nfof thothethe-
House

the-
HouseHouse of Representatives , assu-
med

assuIIMUassu-¬'-
med to be SpeakerSpelker Terry Gar-

diner
Gar-

diner
GarGar-¬-

diner , RDC learned that , in Spite-
of

spitespite-
ofof the legislature'slegislatures' denial of thethe-

controversial
the-

controversialontroversialcontroversial projects , contracls-
were

contractscontraclscontracts-
werewere being drafted totfor AkPIRGAkPffiGAkPIRG-
and

AkPffiG-
andand the AlaskaAI.kaAIka. Center for PolIcy-
Studies

PolicyPolicy-
StudiesStudies.. Also in draft form WIS-

I
wasWISwas-

aIa $$50,00050000, contract for long.tlmelongtlmelong-timelongtimelong.tlme-
AkPmG

longtime-
AkPIRG

-.
AkPIRGAkPmG allies James GrandjeGrandjeanGrandjean-

and
Grandjean-

andand attorneyIttorney John Hedland forfor-

I
for-

aaI ""historyhistory of oiloU development ."
AlthoughAlthoup AkPIRGAkPmG denied asas-

socIltion
as-

sociation
as-as¬-

sociationsocIltion with the AlaskaAllsta CenterCenter-
for

Center-
forfor Policy Studies (aI privateprlnte cor-
poration

corcor-¬.-
porationporanon neadedbeldeGbeaded by now :,Senator-
Vic

benatorenatorSenatorenator-
VlcVicVlc FischerFiIclIer ( DI) Anchorage ) andand-

Anchollle
and-

AnchorageAnchorageAnchollle CouncilCouncU member JoeJoe-
Josephson

Joe-
JosephsonJosephson ) ,, a*. memo telecopiedtelecopedtelecopied-
to

telecoped-
to

)

to Rep . Terry Gardiner byby-

AkPIRG
by-

AltPffiGAkPIRGAltPffiG read :
"""TheThe enclosed are work plana-

for
plansplanaplans-

forfor contractscontracb under Sec . 276 ofof-

HB
of-

HBHB 60 . ThThe. contract for th-

Alaska
th-ththethe-

Alaska
the-

Aluka
-

AlaskaAluka Center fortor Policy StudiiStudiesStudies-

should
Studies-

shouldshould replace the $$10,00010000, concon-
tract

con-con¬.-
tract for the developmentdmlopment of I-

workplan
aIa-

workplanworkplan . 'The'lbelbe contractntract forfor-

AkPIRG
for-

AkPlRGAkPIRGAkPlRG bIs In'" addition to ththethe-

contract
.

contract fortor healthbealth care and thethe-

contract
the-

contractcontract for HedlandHedlmd and Grand-

jean
Grand-

jean
Grand-Grand-.

jean IslaIt , of. course , a. lleparlte-

propoul
separatelleparlteseparate-

proposalproposalpropoul altogether . In sum-

mary
sumI\IIDIIIDsum-\¬'-

marymuy ththese_ willwiU totaltotal--total:- - -

Alaska CenterCenteo-CenteoCenteofor- forfor-
Policy

for-
Policy

for-
PolicyPolicy$270,000AkPIRG5270.000AkPIRG5270,000AkPIRGStudies $$270,0002700005270.00052700005270,000,,.
AkPIRG-AkPIRG--
AkPIRGHousing

Housing $$25,00025000525,000525000, ; Health $$1515515$1S1S ,
000 TotalTota140OOO40.000-

History

40,000-

History

40.0004000040,000.,

History of Oil00 DevelopDevelopment
50.00050000;.

5360,000Thu$360,000Thu$$360,0003600005360,0005360000$360,000-
a

,
Thua leaveskavtlleaver $S1S.OOOS1SOOO115.000115000$15,00015000., in thethe-

account
the-

accountaccountit . Jamie Love ., 7/17/80717807/1718017180/ / "
In wbosewhose account ?'! LoveLow wWISwasWIS-

the
was-

thethe executive director ofof-
AkPIRG

of-
AkPffiGAkPffiGAkPIRG .

Also an examlnltionexamination of prior
legislativepriorlegislativecontractscontracta revealed thatthltthat-
AkPIRG

thlt-
AkPffiGAkPIRGAkPffiG hadbad in 1979 received
$$11,38411384, from the Alaska CenterCenter-
for

Center-
forfor PolicyPoliey Studies for work on aa-

study
a-

studystudy entitled ""EnergyEnergy Alterna-
tives

AlternaAlterna-¬.-
tivestlves for the RailbeltRallbelt . "

RDCROC questioned whywby thethe-
Center

the-
CenterCenter for Policy Studies sub-

90
sub-sub-.

90 State PositionsPositions4,000--4,0004,0004000'4,00040004,000,01400001, , (-

opponenllopponentsts to the contracts un-
'deratio

un-
der

un-
der

un-un-

der considerationconsideration''deratioderatio'deratio-

votes
,, the crucial-

six
crucilllcrucialcrucilll-

sixsix votes forfor-
re

contract approvalapproval-
were

approval-
werewerere never obtobt-

latter
obtamedobtained . Once moremore-

the
more-

thethe lattermatter wwas. laid to rest ., LeLe-

gislators
Le-Le.-

gisiatorsgislatollgislators also promised to pursuepursue-
reform

pursue-
reformreform of contractingcontractlnl proceproce-proce-
durea -¬.
duresdurea .

December 11,1111,1980119801,1980-
A

,. 19901990-
A

980980-
AA legal notice in the Ancb-

Olll
Anch-

orage
AnchAncb-AncbAnch-¬-

orageOlll" 'II'Timesnes read in part . ""TheThe"The-

State
"The-

StateState ofat Alaska , DepartmentDeputment ofof-

Community
of-

CommunityCommunity and RegionalRegional-

Affairs
Regional-

ArflllllAffairsArflllll requests proposals toto-

provide
to-

provideprovide a program of representa-
tion

representarepresenta- ¬.-
tion of Alaska consumer inin-

terests
in-in¬.-

terests in front of Alaska StateState-

regulatory
State-

regulatoryregulatory agencies and AlaskaAllskaAlaska-

courts
Allska-

courts-courts-courts . 5150,00051500005150.000,. is Iwilbie-
to

available-

to
availableIwilbie

to fund this program which Is-

expected
isis-

expectedexpected to lIStlast one year "

The Request for ProposalProposal-

ad
Proposal-

read
Proposal-

readreadad : " $$225.000225.0002250005225.00052250005225,000., wasWIS includedincluded-

In

included-

theIn the FY81 budget for thethe-

Q010Q)

sumersumerrepresentationrepresentation ."
""NeedlessNeedless to say , ththere is IaI-

great
a-

greatgreat amount ofofoppositionoppositkopposition byby-

certain
by-

certaincertain industry groupsgronps to con-

lWIIer
con-

sumer
concon-¬-

sumerlWIIer advocacyadvocxy effortsefforts.TheeffortsTheefforts.The-
question

. ...TheThe-

questionquestion of funding consumerconsumer-
representation

consumer-
representationrepresentation is really aI poli-

tical
polipoli-¬.-

tical question that pits thethe-

inteoest
the-

interestinteo-estinteoestinterest- of certaini industryindustry-

groups
industry-

groupsgroups against the broader inin-

terestl
in-

terests
in-in¬-

tereststerestl of the consuming public .

"""TheThe17te people who are likely toto-

oppose
to-

opposeoppose this are , of coursecoune , I-

highly
aIa-

highlyhighly influentialinDuentiai and articulatearticulate-
group

articulate-
group

articulate-
groupgroup . It is tu-

moreover
tu-tuthis- same group ,

moreover , that 'was so successfulsuccessful-

last
successful-

lastlast year in getting the lion'slionslion's-

share
lions-

share

'

share of the three billion dolldollandollars ,

through such things as tax .re-

peal
reore-rereo-

peal
. -

peal , which benefits the richrich-

more
rich-

moremore than the poor ,. and thethe-

halfbillion
the-

halfbillionhalf-billionhalfbillion-- dollar loan prograiprogramprogram-

which
program-

whichwhich provides subsidies ttoto-

those
to-

thosethose in high income brackets "

contract legtsiltlvelegislative fundedfunded-

studies
funded-

studiesstudies with Ia consumer advoca-

cy
advocaadvoca-.-

cy group , instead of with per-

sons
per-

sons
perper-¬-

sons having technical expertiseexpertlseexpertlse-
in

expertise-
inin energy . AndAndwbyAndwhywhywby two long-

be

long-

time
long-long-.

time foes of aUoil developmentdevelopment-
Hedland

development-
Hedland(Hedland and Grandjean ) shouldshould-

be
should-

bebe selected to do aI study of itsits-

history
its-

lustorylustoryhistory . Besides , the bistoryhistory ofof-

oU

of-

oiloUoil development in Alaska Is wellwell-

documented
well-

documenteddocumented .

During the summer 19801980-

B

1980-

B&ABB&ABA&<A' commItteeittee meetingsmeetmgs thethe-

FREE
the-

FREEFREE CommIttee produced IaI-
number

a-

numbernumber of recent housmghousing stustu-

dies
stu-stu.-

dies to support its position thatthat-

another
that-

another.another. ..utheruther studystudywaswas totally Un-

JUStified

unun-

justified
Un-Un¬-

justified . The Alaska SupportSupport-
Industry

Support-
IndustryIndustry Alliance , RDC andand-

vanous
and-

variousvanousvarious trade nsoClationsassociations werewere-

prepared
were-

preparedprepared to show why not oneone-

of
one-

ofof the contractscontracls wasWIS necessary ,

and Common Sense for AlaskaAlasklAlaska-

offered
Alaskl-

offeredoffered to perform one of thethe-

studies
the-

studiesstudies for a dollar .
By now considerable focusfocus-

was

focus-

waswas on the manner min wbtchwhichwbtch-

leglslatlv
which-

legislativeleglslatlvlegislative. contraclscontracts were grant-

ed
grantgrant-.-

ed . Both the FREE commitcommitteecommittee-
and

committee-
and

!

and Common Sense demandeddemanded-

reform
demanded-

reformreform and prepprepared recom-

mended
recomrecom-.-

""endedendedmended guidelin-

had

guidelin-guidelinguidelines- . As thethe-

practice
the-

practicepractice stood , comnutteecommittee chair-

men
chair-chairchair-

men
--

men could give contracts In thethe-

hundreds
the-

hundredshundreds of thousands of dollarsdollars-

to
dollars-

toto anyone they chose . OtherOther-

legislative
Other-

leglslltlveleglslltlvelegislative committee membersmembers-

bad
members-

badhadbad no saySly in the mattermltter .

For the &B&ABA& committee atat-

least
at-

lelStleastlelSt this freedom wasWIS inhabitedinhibitedinhabited-
by

inhibited-
byby an unexpected motion ofof-

Sen
of-

SenSen ,. George Hohman . HHe. ISked-

that
askedISkedasked-

thatthat Ia majority of the 10mem-
ber

10-mem10mem10-mem--- .-

ber committeemmittee apprapproapprove'" 111all con-

tracts
con-

tracts
con-con-

tracts . rThe motion carried ,
wbicbwhich' ' ' iromptedprompted a request byby-

the
by-

thethe committeeimittee chaichairman for IaI-
legal

a-

legallegal opinion . On July 3 thethe-

Division
the-

DivisionDivision of Legal ServicesSenlces Nled-

that
ruledNledruled-

thatthat the committee had the rightright-

to
right-

toto nvlewreview> view and approve contracll-
If

contracts-
If

contractscontracll
If it 10so decidedIded .

Throughout the summer hear-

ings
hearbearhear-¬.-

ings111I5 , attended by standing-roomstandingroomstandlnl-lOOlllstandlnllOOlllstandingroom-
only

standlnllOOlll-
only

--only crowds of supportersIUPporters and-and.-

OffICe of the Governor , DivisionDivision-

of
Division-

ofof Policy Development and Plan-

advocacy

Plan-

ning
Plan-

ning
Plan-Plan-

ning , for funding Ia conSUDleo-conSUDleoconsumerconSUDle-

oadvocxy
consumer-

advocacy
-

advocacyadvocxy project . That amountamount-
was

amount-
waswas transferred to our depart-

ment
departdepart-¬.-

ment by aI Reimbursable ServiceService-

Agreement
Service-

AgreementAgreement . $150,0001500005150.0005150000$ ,. bis IvaiIa-

ble
availa-

ble
availa-

remaining

availa-availaIvaiIa-IvaiIa-
ble to fund this projectprojectandand thethe-

remaining
the-

remainingremaining $$75,00075000575,000575000, will be ddivi-

ded
divldivi-divi.-

dedjj_ :into_ . smallerit CODSUPleo-CODSUPleoconsumerCODSUPleoadvounsumeradv- advo-advoadvo-
cacy

advo-
cacy

-
cacy grants onspec fic issueses . "rresJf8IIsh:Behind the SceiiesSceiies-

HowHow did the funds for so-

called
so-

called
so-so-so-

called
-

called coiconsumer actiVities" ' .- re-

ected
re-

jeCted
re-re-

)jectedected by legislatelegtsiatorslegislators] on nu-

merous
nu-

merous
nu-nu-

merous OCClSlOnsoccasions .- get toto-

C&RA
to-

C&RA&C&RACRA& ?

Enter Rep . JoeJOlt McKmnonMcKinnon , aa-

then
a-

thenthen legislatorlegtsiator and AkPIRG em-

ployee
em-

ployee
emem-¬-

ployee . On June 23 , 1980 ( atat-

the
at-

thethe very time all the public out-

cry
outout-.-

cry was takmgtaking place ) , McKinnon-

wrote
McKmnonMcKinnonMcKmnon-

wrotewrote a SlX-pageSlXpagesix-pagesix-- letter toto-

Frances
to-

FrancesFrances Ulmer , Du'ectorDuectorDirector' oCof thethe-

DIVIsIon

the-

DivisionDIVIsIon of PohcyPolicy DevelopmentDevelopment-
andand* nd PlanningPlannmg , In the office ofof-

Gov
of-

GovGovlov . JayJIY HH-

began
Hammond ., whichwhich-

began
which-

beganbegan .

""AsAs requested , I am proViding-

you
providingproviding-

youyou with back-upbackup-- infoninforma-

tion
mforma-

tlon
mforma-mformainforma-informa -

tiontlon on the $$450,0004500005450,0005450000, appappro-
priation

appro-approappro-
priation

--

priation which I requestedrequested-
the

requested-
thethe FiwFree "Conference* "Commit-

tee
Commit-

tee
Commit-Commit'- -

tee to include in the budgetbudget-
toto provide for coconsumer re-

presentation
re-re-re-

presentation
-

presentationition befobefore statestate-

agencies
state-

agenciesagenciesagencies-agenciesThese> ._- TbeseThese funds wewerewere-
onglnally

were-
originallyoriginallyonglnally designed to thethithe-

Alaska
!

Alaska Public Advocacy Cor-

ooation
Cor-

sent

Cor-Cor-.
DOrationooation for two years ' fund .

{(nlng . When Rod PeguesPegues-

Attorney
Pegues-

Attorney(Attorney General'lGenerallGeneral'sGenerals' office )
sent down his letter settingsettlnlsetting-

out
settlnl-

outout the Administration'sAdministrationsAdminlstration'lAdminlstrationl ' ob-

jections
obob-obj-

ections
-¬-

jections to fundingfundlnl of non-
profit

non-

to

non-non-.
profit corporations,, II.uUestIuUest.suggest-
ed

suggest-suggest .-
ed cbanlinechanging the appropnltionappropriationappropnltion-
to

appropriation-
toto aI grantarant fund to be adminiadmlnl ¬.'
steredItemstared by ia. stateltate agency withwith-
the

with-
thethecompetitivelytomoney .Wd.bIdbId competitively
to Interested OrganlzatiODlorganizations ."

AstonishingAstonlsblnl?? ReadReid on ., AfterAfter-

I
After-

awhyconsumeraI lengthylen&thylenthy& explanationexplanltion of why
consumer advocacyIdvocacy effortsefforta werewere-
needed

were-
neededneeded , McklnnonMckinnon addressedIddressed thethe-

'lUb
the-

subject''lUblUbsubject !ofI.rIrof. ""tItI""thethee politics ofat con-con--

If MckmnonMckinnon was reCemngreferring toto-

the
to-

thl.RDC.ISthetheJIDCthl.RDC.ISthlRDC.ISthlRDCIS:..ADC JBas. one-otoneotDlU.DCtb06lPDlUDCtb06lPone.otthoseoneotthose! .-.. tit ""indus-

try
"IndusIndus"indus-.-

try groups ,,"" he is co-

pecttng
co-cocorrect. . * - . .In. . *ex-

pecting
ex-

pectlnl
ex-ex-

pecttngpectlnlpecting opposition , but his ias-

sumption
as-

sumption
as-as-

sumption that RDCRDCISis an mdiIndus-

try
indus-

try
Indus-Indus -

try groups is incorrectmcorrect.. ApproApproXi-

mately
Approxi-

mately
ApproXi-ApproXi: -

matelytely 80 percent ofoC RDCs-

members
ROC'SROCSRDCsROC's-

members
''memberss are individualsindMduais whowho-

pay
who-

paypay as littlebttle as $$55 for RDCROC toto-

represent
to-

representrepresent. ..tt them . Many of Its-

members
itsits-

membersmembersben belong to over a hun-

I

hun-

dred
hun-

dred
hun-hun-

dreddredorganiZlPddredorganizedorganiZlPdorganized labor locals InIn-

the
in-

thethe state . ROC'sROCsRDC'sRDCs' members IreareIre-
also

are-

alsoalso consumers Even so ., It ISI-
SROC's

is-

RDC'sROC'sROCsRDC'sRDCs' posItion that any con-

sume
con-

sumer
con-con-

sumesumer representatIon beforebefore-

public
before-

publicpublic agencies - local ., state .
or federalI - should be paid Cor-

by
forCorfor-

byby the. ..vv consumer or groupsgroups-

representing
groups-

representmgrepresentmgrepresentingsentmg that consumer'sconsumersconsumer's-
VIewpoint

consumer's-
viewpoint

'

viewpoint , NOT bb\bbstate\', statestate-

appropnatlons
state-

appropriationsappropriationsappropnatlons forCor such pur-

poses
purpur-¬.-

poses
posesRDCposesROC

RDCROC hashIS testified both befibeCorebeforebeCore-

the
before-

thethe CoastalCoas1ll Policy Council iandand-

the
and-

the"the- AlaskaAlaskl PublicPubhc Utilities CoCom-

mission
ComCom-; .-

mISSionlion ,. urgingurgtng that public in-

tervenors
tnin-in.-

tervenorsenors ,. includingtneludlng RDC ., notnot-

be
not-

bebe paid for their interventionintervention-
WIth

intervention-
withwith tax dollars .

RDCROC later learnedI.amedIamed. thatthat-

Governor
that-

GovernorGovernor Jay Hammond was un-

comfortable
un-

comfortable
un-un-

comfortableintertable with havuhaVIng the
$$$450,000450000$450,000In50,00050000, in his budgetbudget-

ructions
and 'is-

sued
is-is5 .-

ssued instructionsructions forCor it to tbebe-

transferred
be-

transferredtransferred to C&C&RACRA& RA . However ,,

only $$225,000225000, got there .

On August 18 , 1980 , FranFran-

Ulmer
Fran-

UlmerUlmer of DPDP sent aI Reimbur-

sable
Retmbur-

sable
ReimburRetmbur-RetmburReimbur-¬-

sable ServiceSemce 'AgreementAg1'eIPmentAg1eIPment to LeLeeLee-

Mc.Al.erney

Lee-

McAnemey
<

McAnemeyMc.Al.erneyMcAl.erneyMcAlerney.! , Commissioner oofof-

C&RA
of-

C&RA
.

&C&RACRAC&RACRA& ., in the amount of $$225225 ,.
000 to ""provideprovide for consumerconsumer-
Idvocacy

consumer-
advocacyIdvocacyadvocacyacy before gogovernmentgovernment-
agencies

government-
agenciesagenciesies.. " Ulmer explained :

'""TheThe'The' attachedIttached :memo from- -Rep .

MckinnonMcldnnon proprovides docum.n-
tation

documen-

tation
docum.n-docum.ndocumen-documen. -

tattontation .,regarding.rdlngrdlng the intent oo-

this
olofof-

this
[

this programProlfllD . "
It was clearly the intent cofof-

the
of-

thethe leglsllturelegislature not to fundfund-

AkPIRG's
fund-

AkPmG'sAkPIRG'sAkPIRGsAkPmG'sAkPmGs'' ..consumer.consumer advocacyadvocxyadvocacy-

efforts
advocxy-

effortaeffortsefforta ; yet Rep . Mckinnonl-

Ou&ht
Mckinnon-

sought
McklnnonMckinnon

soughtlOu&htlOuht& an Indirect means -. nnotnot-

lubJeCt
not-

subject

*

subjectlubJeCt to public scrutiny -. toto-

divert
to-

divertdivert the funds..

He declared hisblS ppersonalpersonal-
Intent

personal-
IntentIntent as to how the funfundsfunds-
would

funds-
wouldwould be used . RDCROC andandothersotothersothers-
do

others-
dodo notnot-

letter
agree that MclMcKinnon'sMcKinnonsMcKinnon's-

letter
<tnnon'stnnonstnnon'sl-

etter
'

letter constituted .an officIalofficIal-
legWltlve

official-
legislativelegislativelegWltlve ""letterletter of intentmtent . "
ApparentlyJy the GoGovernor'sGovernorsGovernor's-
OCfice

Governor's-
Office

'
OCficeOffice andnd &C&RACRA& accepted it :ISasIS-

such
as-

suchsuch _.
Becauseecause of RDC'sRDCsROC'sROCs' objeCtions-

to
objectionobjeCtions'

to thtflethe. $$150,000150000$150,000contract, contract ., ToTomTom-

Fmk
Tom-

rinkrinkFmk" k , then RDCROC presidentpnSldent! , wWISwasWIS-

Invited
was-

invitedInvitedted to sit in on the bdder-
selection

bidderbdderbidder-
selection

,

selection- ! committee! " . ThereThere-

AkPIRG
There-

WIS

There-
wasWISwas nothing to select . AkPIRGAkPIRG-

was
AkPIRG-

waswas the only applicantU InIn-

RDC's
In-

RDC's
In-

ROC'sRDC'sRDCsROC'sROCs''' opinionopmlon , the RFP WI-
Swntten

wasWISwas-

writtenwrittenwntten solely for AkPIRG ,.
although1IIthougb this was deDieddenied' ' 'byby-

ConDie
by-

ConnieConDieConnie Sipe of the ConsumerConsumer-
Protection

Consumer-
ProtectionProtection DivisionDmslonDinsion ,. DepartmentDepartment-
oC

Department-
ofofoC Law , who drafted the RFPRFP-

A
RFP-

A
RFP-

AA look at' another govern-
ment

govern-
ment

govern-govern -

ment docuniedocument , an .""Authority-
to

Authonty"AuthorityAuthorityAuthonty-
toto Enter Contract Negotiations "
form , indicated &C&RACRA& mtendedintendedmtended-
to

intended-
toto contract WIth ""AlaskaAlaska PublicPublic-

Interest
Public-

InterestInterest Research Group , thethe-

Coalition
the-

CoaluonCoaluonCoalition, for EconomIc JustJceJustice .,

and/orandor/ other groups that maymay-
nSpond

may-
respond!nSpondrespond to newspaper adver-

tisements
Idveradver-adver .-

tisemenlstisements . "
ACAP ii-

Because
in Bu.nBunBaronessBaroness-

Because
. .

BecaBecause the ACAP projectprojerl ISI-
Sho

is-

housedhohousedd in AkPIRGAIr.PIRGAIrPIRG. headquarters ,

Alaska tax dollarsdoUars are now fund-

ing
fundfund-¬.-

ing AkPIRG'sAkPIRGs' rent ( $$9,000)9000, ) ,

telephone ( $$3,000)3000, ) , postage ,

copying and office suppliessuppbes
( $$$4,500)4500$4,500145001, ) ., traveltravel1,000)( $$$4.000)4.0004000-1,000)1,000)1000- ., ) plusplus-

staff
plus-

staffstaff and fringemnge (((1919 percent )

totalingtotabng $$95,20095200, Another $$$3434 ,

300 goes to outsideoulslde proCessionals-

el"VlCt

professionalproCessionalprofessional-

serviceservicesel"VlCtselVlCt"' agreem.nts-
The

agreementsagreem.ntsagreemntsagreements-
The

agreements-
The

.
The AkPIRGAIr.PIRGAIrPIRG. Board ofoC Direc-

tors
Direc-

tors
DirecDirec-¬-

tors willwtll have 'responsibilityIl'SpoDSlbtlltIlSpoDSlbtllt} ""forfor"for-

approval
"for-

approval
"for-

onrmn.1approvalonrmn.1onrmn1. rtoCof, rnlselectedA O&KOKcases& UldandUld-
jid

and-

intervention
and-

interventionintervention _- " andjid ""AIr.PIRG-

staU
"AkPIRGAkPIRG"AIr.PIRGAIr.PIRGAIrPIRG"AkPIR-

Gstaffwallaugumenthe
.

,_ stalfstaUstaUJ1Ilaustaffwall-augumen-thestaffwallaugumenthe--J1IlauJ1Ilaujwll-aufumjwllaufum-_ rt* - thethr effortsrfCollsefforts-
of

rfColls-

ofof the CommuDityCommunity Education-
Outreach

EducauonlEducation/EducationEducauonl-
Outreach

/

Outreach CoordinatorCoordmltor to reacbreachreacb-

the
reach-

thethe public . "
ButBul 252S OtherOtbeo-OtbeoOtbeoStites- StatesStites

. .
Do

.
It

.

!

Press stanISstones and dtrectdirect state-
ments

statestate-.-
menlsmentsents by AkPIRG representa-
tives

representa-
uld

representa-representa -.

tlvestives woulduld have you Ibelievebelieve-
that

believe-
thatthat other' states fund sin-1sin1sin1-

i

sImilar- or-
ganizations

oror-.-
ganlutlonsganizations i . RDCROC has ininvestiga-
ted

mvestlglinvestiga-investiga,. '-

ted thIS andid can findfmd no recordrecord-
oC

record-
ofofoC any statesrale providingprovldDlg directdirect-
funding

direct-

fundmltfundingfundmlt forCor a public inlerest-
research

interestinlerestinterest-
researchresearchsearch group ( called PIRGsPIRGs-

in10in other statesstiles )

What AkPIRGAIr.PIRGAIrPIRG. refereCersrefers to IS aa-

bst
a-

listbstlist oCofoCstaLesofstatesstaLesstates whIch proVideproVide-
consumer

provide-
consumerconsumer servtcesservices , ISas AlaskaAlaska-

does
Alaska-

doesdoes .,. II.KithinwithinIthm state govemmenigO\ernmentgOernmentgovernmentgovernment-
AkPIRG \ _
AkPIRG cited OhioOhIo'sOhIos%' CAPCAP-

as
CAP-

asas onene ofoC thothose '-""sImilarsImilar'similar- con-
sumer

con-
sumer

con-con-

sumer advocacy organiullonsorganizations "
whIch last year saved the state'sstatesstate's-
consumers

state's-
consumers

'

consumersers $$S40$4040 8 million atII IaI-
cost

a-

costcost. _ofofonly. only $$22 millionmllbon 1TheThe-
Alaska

The-
Alaska

. .,
Alaska public was not told thatthat-
the

that-
thethe agency reCerredreferred to was aa-

state
a-

statestate agencyy called the ""OfficeOffice"Office-
oC

"Office-
ofoCof Consumerler Counsel " whIch-
hIS

whichwhich-

hashIShas ia budget of $$66$ millionmillion-
and

million-
andand Ia staCfstaff oCof i575 It is the lar-
gest

lar-
gest

lar-lar-

gest such agency min the U.sUs. .

ACAPTroughReadenTroughReadersGoes Back to the Trough
ReadenReaders oCof thIS article areare-

urged
are-

urgedurged to ..adadread ( copescopies, from ROCRDC )

H . Peterter Metzger'sMetzgersMetzg.r'sMetzg.rsMetzgrs. ' MarchManh: 1980198-
0pap

1980-
paperpappaper<>r ., Government-FundedGovernmentFundedGovernmentFundedA-
ctiVlSIln

GovernmentFunded-
Actinium

-

ActiVlSIlnActinium i :; Hiding BehindBebtnd thethe-
Public

the-
PublicPublic Interest ,. and aI recentlyrecently-
updated

recently-
updatedupdated ( ApnlApril 1I , 1981)1981) reportreport-
entitled

report-
entitledentitled ""GovernmentGovernment Activists .
How They Rip Offocr ththe. PoorPoor.ftPoorftPoor.ft-
If

."
If you agree with Metzger'sMetzgersMetzger'-
sthorougblydocumented

Metzger'-
sthoroughlydocumented

'
thorougbly-documentedthorougblydocumentedthoroughly-documentedthoroughly- Inci-
dents

inci-
dents

Inci-Inci-
dents of abuses ofoC taxpaytaxpay-

for
taxpayertaxpayer-

funds
taxpayer-

fundsfunds for ""coco""consumensmconsumensm"consumerismconsumerism " andand-
"pubhc

and-
"public"""publicpublic"pubhcpubhc tntemtenStinterest! " actiVities , theuthentheu-
wewe urge you to contact youryour-
legislator

your-
legislatorlegislator and dedemand thesethese-

abuses
these-

abusesabuses cease .

AkPIRG/ACAPAkPIRGACAPAkPffiGJACAPAkPIRGJACAP/ is seekingseekiDl
$ 225,000225000, _ from the AilstaL-

e&IsII
AlaskaAilstaAlaska-

LegislatureLe&IsIILeIsII&Legislature thisthis session for fundfunltfund-
and

funlt-
IUdandIUd expand itsita advocacyIdvocacy opera-
tion

operaopera-opera-
tion

-¬-

tion . 'These'lbeselbese are not aovemment-
Continued

governmentaovemmentgovernment-
Continued(ContinuedContinuedonon Page 4A)



AkPIRG ., ... ( from Page 3A )

egencitnagencies .,.butbutbut pnvpnvotepnveta groups operating-
with

operetIngoperatingoperetIng-
WIWIwith'" public fundsfund..

Is Consumer Advocacy Needed ?
The SteSalta'" of AlasAlaska. fundifunds a. num .

ber 01of POlltiOnspositions at a. COltcost well IntoInto-
the

Into-
thethe millionsmlillonilorfor protection of conau-
mer

consu-
mer

conau-conauconsu-consu-
mer Ininterests

_.. It attempattempts. to protectprotect-
the

protect-
thethe InInterests... of oilall consumeconsumers. . Indi-
viduals

Indl-IndlIndi-Indi-Indl-
vtduell

-
vtduellviduals endand bullbusinesses

_
of all 11sus%".

ConIUmConsumers. oreare "'represented..t8dt8d on .11wall.wall-

over
.-

1overover a. hundnodhundred "state"', boards endred com-
m

com-comearn-'
mmissionsAOOns., with th.irthirtheir. .expenses-" "''Imb-

uroed
reen-

bunted
'Im-'ImImreen-reen-

bursedburoedbunted bybV
_governmentgovernment-

If
ment..

"If APIRGAkPIRGAkPIRGwantswantswente toItaits
_viewpointetsespolnt''ntnt itoto-

be
to-

bebe conlid.nodconlidnodconsideredsidend. in utility raterete hearingshlngo_ .,
it should requestlIIquOlt funding fromlrom omOneOne-

of
one-

ofof toItaIts largestlarvelt supportersaupporten ., RalphRalph-
Nader

Ralph-
Nader

Ralph-
rNaderr .

AkPIRGAkP1RG .stated.tadtad in Iits.;March/AprilMarchAprilMenh/ApnlMenhApnlMarch/Apnl/
1981

_
newsletter

_
,. that '"."TheThe'The.Th.tIsTh.tIsThtIs..staffs ofof-

the
of-

thethe APUC ., the ATCA TC endand the Consu-

I

Consu-ConsuConIU-ConIUConIU-

mer
Consu-

mer
-

mer ProtaetionProtection Division of thethe-

AttornII
the-

AttorneyAttornIIAttorney'(.!Gar.a1Gara1Gasr.l'sGasr.lsGasrls. ' I Office feel thatthat-
this

that-
thtethtethis ..nterlonnterlonrepresentation i Is criticalcrft1c81 wxf-

endorse
andonewxf!..ndondoendorse. ththe. ACAP concept-.concept","

RDCROC checkeddocked with each-" of those"'-thos-
eagreesegenagenciesagrees. endand foundlound the' AkPIRGAkPlRGAkPIRG-
claim

AkPlRG-
cI.1mcI.1mcI1mclaim' . ' itobeurto be unaubltatlatedunabstatiated' '" " " .


