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Mm11Mining"' has boonbeen a. momajor., , influ-

ence
mfluinflu-influ.-,

onceence ,Inn both ththe. economy andand-

settlement",settlementnlem.nlnlemnl. of AlaskAlaska. . AlaskAlaska. be-

came
be-be-be-

cam

-

camcame. fan1oufamous . dunngduring Gold Ru.hRuhRushRu.h-
day

Rush-

days
.

daydays. endand ,itt was_ ththe. mlnmgmining dis-

trict

dos-dosdis-disdos-

tnct
--

tncttrict boundenboundaries. 0of' thOlOthose daydays. that-
now

thotthatthotn-

OWnOW mekmake. ththe. boUndorlesboundaries of ouourour-

judicial
'

ludlcleljudicial districts-
Alaska

dlltrlCtsdistrictsdlltrlCts-
AlaskeAlaskeAlaska IIits now known to bebe-

a

be-

eea meomajor, ' mmemmm.1mm1.. $ T1ISOUresource"'. MU.&._
fafor, ththe. United SteStates.

StatesMineral

Mm.roMmroMineral. ' dewlopmentdevelopmentdewlopment-
wlI

development-
willwlIwill, be cnllcolcritical to Alaska becaubecause.. ofof-

Ihe
of-

theIhethe la'gelagelarge' numbenumber , of labsjobs whIchwhIch-
m'nmg

which-
miningm'nmgmnmgmining' povldesprovds, and thothe e.tenllveetenllveextensitye.tenllve-
netwok

extensity-
network

.
netwoknetwork, of tronrt"ontronrtontransportation", ," and sup-

port
sup-supsup-

port
--

port feet'esfeetesfacilities" , ' which must be deve-

'oped
deve-

loped
deve-deve-

''opedopedloped In assoc.IIonassocIIonassociation' . .with""hh puctlonproduction_
.

P'ecePecePlacer' ' mmngminingminingi, i10 AI.kAIkAlaska. . hashas-

traditionally
has-

tredlllonollytredlllonollytraditionally been Ihethe "''elmelmrealm ofof-

Ih
of-

theIhthe. Indep.ndentIndepndentindependent. ., IndIvIdual mIneminerminer-
who

'
who ohenoften wokedworked, hhis. clemclaim, WIthWIth-

onlv
with-

onlyonlvonly ea pertnerpartner or hIS famIly . ThelThat s"s-

changingchangIng s. larger componlescompanies .amam-

entering
.

ente"ngentengentering" "'the. placer mlnmgmining f.ldfldfield, . WllhwithWll-
hsoph.tlcated

with-
sophisticatedsoph.tlcatedsophtlcatedsophisticated. eQuipment which dde-

mends
de-de. .-

mends momore. ..mploymployemployees. ., supplierswooll.n.ndwoolln.ndwoollnndwooll.n.nds-
upport

. .andand-

opon-support-oponopon netwonetworksnetworks-
Major < k ,
MaorMajor, hard-hardhardockhard-rockhardrock-< ock mInmineral.. deve-

lopmenl
deve-

lopment
deve-deve-

lopmenllopment ,inn A'askaAaskaAlska' ISn'lISnlisn'tisnt' ''OfOffar In thethe-

fuh
the-

futurefuhfuture. as shown by information-
filed

mformetloninformationmformetlon-
"led""ledledfiled wIth ''hhthe. statostate of AI.kAIkAlaska. . OrvlllonDivisionOrvlllon-
of

Division-
ofof MlnealMinerals, . ..ndndand Energy MenagemontManagementMenagemont-

In
Management-

InIn Soulhe.tSoulhetSoutheast. AlaskAlaska. the GreenGreen'sGreensGreen's-
Creek

' .
C'eekCeekCreek' 'sllorded''veve ' eed nncllnc-COpp8r-cedlumllncCOpp8rcedlumllncCOpp8rcedlum-
proPerty

-:<opperesdtumopperesdtum-
property

-:
proPerty ..hlchhlchwhich .will, II be developed byby-

Noranda
by-

NorndaNorndaNoranda, ExploallonExploration, IIis sI.tedsItedstated. foforfor-

production

,
puchonproduction_

10in the mod-I980modI980md-1980md1980- ' ., . TheThe-

U

The-

UU 5S Borax OuartzQuartz HliHill, molybdenummolybdenum-
depoSl

molybdenum-
depositdepoSldeposit ' eeast. ' of K.tchlkanKtchlkanKetchlkan. maymay-

be
may-

bebe poduClngproducing, by 1987 . These twotwo-

prope
two-

propertiespropeproperties"", ""IllIllwill, account for ne.rlynerlynearly.
10001000newnew labslobslabs-

Two
lobs-

TwoTwo othOfother .areas.. whIch appeaappearappear-
to

'
to have ..xcellentxcellentexcellent pot.ntpotntpotential. . , aamam-

the

.
,thehp G'edGedGrd' , GleeeGlacier, , nlCk-coppernlCkcopperntekeleopperntekeleopper-
platinum

nlCkcopperp-

latonum
. , -:

platonumplatinum deposIt of Newmoot E-

ploral
Ex-

plonition
E-EEx-Ex. -

ploralplonition>on In GlacIer Bay National-
Monument

NatlonelNationalNatlonel-
Monum.nMonum.nMonumnMonument. ' and ththe. BohemlBohemia. B8IInBasinB8II-
nn'ckelcopperlahnum

Basi-
nhickeleopperplatinumn'ckel-copperlahnumn'ckelnckelcopperlahnumhickeleopperplatinum' -: ", depoSIt ofof-

Insp"aton
of-

inspirationInsp"atonInspatoninspiration" , OeveloDevelopmentrn.ntrnnt. located onon-

Vakob
on-

YakoblVakobYakobl , 1IandIsland, These two develop-
ments

developdevelop- .-
mpntsments could povdeprovide, , anothanother.' 500500-

nb
500-

ribsnbribs, and geaUvgreatly, reduce Am'ocaAmocaAmericasAmericas-
n

. ' .
nnew ..IanceIancereliance, on Io'gnIognforeign. ' p.codu-

c

produ-
cers

p.codu-p.coduprodu-produ. -

ccers. " tmfor ,theh . ",strategicateglC m'n.Imn.ImnIminerals' .. . hlCkelnickelhlCkel-

and
nickel-

antlandantl o'atnumoatnumplatinum' ,

o'atnumOthplatinumOther
OthOther. , hard-hardhardockhard-rockhardrock-< ock depmllSdeposits InI-

nSouthern
in-

SoutheasternSouthernSoutheastern.. , mcludinclude. the Py'OIPyOIPyroia' .

leed-zlnc.oerltoleedzlnc.oerltoleedzlnc.oerltozlncoerltoleadainebarits- . deposit on AdmiraltyAdmiralty-
Island

Admiralty-
IslandIsland oneand! the TrecyTracy AnnArm coppacopper-copper-copper-
ledzinnc

.
l.edledled-zinncledzinnc. - 1I1C deposlldeposit IOUsouth'" 01of JuJuneau. .

Development of ",the. ScheftSchuh CreekCreak ..ndndandand-

Galore
.nd-

GaloreGalore Creek copper deposldeposits. In ththethe-

Stikine
.

StlklneStikine RrverRover drolnegedrainage In neigh-

boring
neigh-

boring
neigh-neigh-

boring British CoIumbColumbia.. could alsoalso-

have
also-

havehave a. beneficbeneficial. economic Impoetimpact onon-

Southe.t
on-

SoutheastSouthe.tSouthetSoutheast. AIAlaska.. .

Two h.rd-nx:1h.rdnx1h.rdhrdnx:1nx1hard-rockhardrock. --:< gold mines wentwent-
into

went-
mtomtointo p.coductlOnpcoductlOnproduction. : In In.riorInriorInterior. AIAlaska.. In
1980 In the F.lrbanksFlrbanksFairbanks. endand Chandal.rChandalrChandalarChandal.-
rdlltncu

Chandalar-
distnets

.
dlltncudistnets.. Oth.rOthrOther. futufuture. developmentsdevelopments-
on10on ththe. Ambl.rAmblrAmbler. 011IDistrict", Include ththethe-

Bourne

.
BomtBourne, . copper-cobaltcoppercobalt--<:obalt deposit ofof-

Kennicott
of-

KennlConKennlConKennicott CappelCopper' ; Arctic CampCamp-
copper

Cam-
pcopperledcoppercopper-ledcopperled- oed lInc.lverlInclverzineailver. deposit and-

the
oneand!Ihethe Sun oneand! Smuck.rSmuckrSmucker. copercoppe-

rledzotxsOwr
copper-copper'-

loed-zlnclverloedzlnclverled-zotx-sOwrledzotxsOwr- -" , deposit of AnacondaAnaconda-
Copper

Anaconda-
CopperCopper .

In ththe. not too dlltantdistant futufuture. .
mnngmining, , operettonsoperations milmay'( lOOnwon d-

velop
de-

velop
d-dde-de. -

velop In ",the. AlllkAlaska. R.ngeRngeRange. and-

Clearwater
endandend-

ClearwoterClearwoterClearwater MounnsMountains. , whwhere.. major-
exploration

mormajor.,
."IorotlonIorotlonexploration" oneand! lMIiuotionsevaluations .ore. cur-
rantly

cur-
rently

cur-cur-
rantlyrently urod.rweyurodrweyunderway. .

In the FrbanksFairbanks. , dlwictdistrict numer-
ous

numernumer- .-
auous. lodlode. gold depoadeposits,, eraare underunder-
study

under-
studystudy for futufuture. production, InIn-

addItion

In-

additionaddItion to ththe. plecerplacer m'mgmmgmatingm'mgI"' -",-IIIsetin-
lfy

Isetinl-Isetinl.-

't'vtvfy In the area. .
In NorthtemNorthwestern_ AI.kAIkAlaska. . . the Fled-

Dog
RedFledRed-

DoQDoQDog ..ndndand SuSue. lead.zinc.llverleadzinc.llverleadzincllverleadaine411wr. . dapooldepositsdeposits-
of

"
of ComlncoCominco American endand "'the. Li-
eleadainealwr

lJcLie:leedleadainealwrlnc'verlncver. ' depoaltdeposit 01of GOO Min-

erals
MIn.-

1

MIn-MIn-..11erals. WIth Houston Int.rnatlonalIntrnatlonalInternationalInt.rnatlonal-
Mln.rol

International-
Minerals

.
Mln.rolMlnrolMinerals. . ..rereare both ..xptectedxptectedexptected to be InIn-

p.coductlon
in-

productionp.coductlonpcoductlonproduction. beforabefore the yyear.. 2000 .

On the Sew8ftISeward PenllePeninsula", pro-

spects
pro-pro-pros-

pec
-

specspects. lorfor the tin oneand! fluorspar-
deposits

ftuonparfluorsparftuonpar-
deposdeposdeposits, " 01of the Lost RrverRover area.area-

are..rereare promllingpromising for futurafuture -develop-

ment

develop-develop_-

ment end ..IsewhenIsewhenelsewhere In northemnorthwesternnorthem-
A.k

northwestern-
Alaska

_
A.kAkAlaska,. . , mInIng companlcompanies. .an. ectlactive-
ly

active-active_-

Iyly ""plorlngplorlngexploring deposits of t'ntntin' . Coppecopper ' ,

'.ededlead. ., znczinc, , 111silver_ ., uro'umuroumuranium"' andend asbes-

tos
asbes-

tos
asbes-asbes-

tos ThThe. Inde>endenceindependence Gold MInMineMine-

near

.
near P.lmerPlmerPalmer. ., closed IIncsince. WOridWorldWOrid-

Wa
World-

WarWaWar, iI . a. ..xxectedexpected to begin pro-

ducing
pro-pro-pro-

duc'ng
-

duc'ngducngducing' 10in IWl1982 .

Cool IIs ..tremelytremelyextremely. Imporuntimportant InIn-

Alask
in-

Alaska'sAlaskAlaska'sAlaskas. '. future . The Beluga Coal-

Field
CoolCoalCool-

FoeldFoeldField Will mcatmost cert.mlycertmlycertainly. be dewlap-
ad

developdewlap-dewlap .-

edad in'" ththe. letelate 19801980's1980s'. oneand! mnminemine-
planned

, .
planned for the oreearea bvby leillH101d.nleillH101dnless-holderslessholdersleillH101d.n-
Bass.HuntW'son

lessholders-
BassHuntWilson

- .
Bass.HuntW'sonBass.HuntWsonBassHuntWsonBass-Hunt-WilsonBassHuntWilson.- ,- , ' and PlecerPlacer AmAmexAmex-
could

.
could ..mploymployemploy up to 1400 people and-

produce
endandend-

PnlducePnlduceproduce: up to 20 monmillion, ' , IDnltons ofof-

coal
of-

coelcoelcoal per v.eveyearyear-

Near
. ,

NeaNear' H.elyHelyHealy. In Int.rlOIntrlOInterior. ' AlaskAlaska. .,

the UslbelliUslbelll Mine now producesproduces-

about
produces-

aboutabout 750,000750000,, tonltons 01of caelcoal and-

production

oneand!production Isle estlmestimstedted to IncreaseIncrease-
IUbltanlla1ly

increase-
substantiallyIUbltanlla1lysubstantially In "''eethe near future .

AlaskAlaska. minIng II-IIit-IIcurrantlycurrantlycurrently mart-
often

mostmartmost-
oft.noft.noftnoften. ch8.riZedch8riZedcharacterized. s. plecerplacer goldgold-

operations
gol-

doperetionl.ndoperationsoperetionl.ndoperetionlnd., .and thlrtthat too ., WIll Incictcresseictcresse-
in

.
In ththe. future ,

_accordingordlng to OMOMEMOMEM-

records
EMEM-

recordsrecords .
Plec.rPlecrPlacer. mining In the futurafuture IIaII-

linked

a-

linkedlinked somewhlrtsomewhat to herdofOCkhardtock ..xxex-

ploeation
ex-ex.-

ploratlonploeation endand production ..IncaIncasince thethe-

opening

the-

openingopening up of lorgerlarger herdofOCkhard-rockhardrock- minasminesminas-

allows

mines-

allowsallows access
_

orodand trensoortatlontransportation toto-

areas.areas.. whICh milmay'( become p1en1tetpotential1en1tet-
placer

potential-

placerplacer p.coductionpcoductionproduction. deposdeposits.. .

Two to ththree. hundred smallsmall-

plac.r
small-

placerplac.rplacrplacer. gold m'nelmnelmines' eraare _presentlypresently-

active

tlytly-

ectlveectlveactive In AlllkAlaska. '.lthoughlthoughlalthough. plati-
num

pletl-pletlplati-platipletl-
num

--
num ., tin oneand! llIredlaw-gradelawgrade_- . titanIumtitanIum.-

re
titanium-

am..reream alspAlso mIned In small quanti-

ties

quentl-
tI

quentl-quentlquanti-quanti-

tIties. by plecerplacer mlrthodlmethods ) .
PlecerPlacer mnasmines, lltUeilyusually employ up toto-

.bout

to-

about..boutboutabout 20 peoplpeople. per operation ..ndndandand-

enjoy

.n-

d'njoy''njoynjoyenjoy the quick ItAt1upstartup tlmotime and-

quick

oneand!quick proflt-tekJngproflttekJngprofit-takingprofittaking-- opportun'tIopportuntIopportunities' . notnot-
.ttorded

not-
afforded..ttordedttordedafforded hIIrdrockhardtack mine

_
develop-

ments
develop-develop_-

menments" .
The long IIflife. 01of plecerplacer depo-depo-depo-

II

depo-
sits

-
IIsits. is best exemplified by the AlaskAlaskaAlaska-
Gold

.
Gold CompanVCompany deposit In Nome ., thethe-
largest10-10largest10piece'- pieceplacer< goldsold operation In thethe-

Itet
the-

stateItetstate. . It hhas. been worked for 80 yam-
and

yeanyamyean-
endendand IIis stilistill rich enough to IUpportsupport a.a-

hugehuge dredging operation .
PlecerPlacer deposldeposits. are. ocatt.redocattredscatteredocatt.red-

throughout
scattered-

throughout
.

throughout the state. ., ..xceptxceptexcept InIn-

Sou1heast

In-

SoutheastSou1heastSoutheast AI.kaAIkaAlaska. . In SouthcentralSouthcentra-
lAI.ka

Southcentral-
AlaskaAI.kaAIkaAlaska. somesoma 01of the bet.rbetrbetter. knownknown-
areas

known-
oreasoreasareas are. PetenvillPetamville. . NekhlnNelchina: . and-

Valdez

oneand!Vald.zValdzValdez. Creek .

Oth.rOthrOtherOth.rknown. _well-knownwellknown' --knownknown- pieceplacer< goldgold-

producing
gold-

producingproducing .areas. throughout the 1Utstatestate-
include

.
,ncludeinclude Nyac , ()phlrOphir oneend! FllltFlat . InIn-

Interior
In-

InteriorInterior AI.kAIkAlaska. . ..rereare ..110110also the 4O-4On114On11-<40.mle40mle40.mle-
Rover

. .
RrverRover . Koyukuk ., WilemanWiseman . Chan-

dol.r
Chan-Chan-.

dol.rdolrdalar. , MenlllManley'( Hot SpnnlllSprings ., Kantishna-
and

KentilhnaKantishnaKentilhna.-
nd..ndndand CrclCircle, . .arcs.. These ..rereare by nono-

mean
no-

meansmeanmeans. all ththe. .areas. of "'the0 state.state-
whichwhchwhich, contolncontain placer gold depo-

sits

depo-depo-depo.-
1

-

..11sits. , but eraare some of the bett.rbettrbetterbett.r-
known

better-
known

.
known locatlonllocations .

If cImclaim. , IIIlnlllfilings erawe any indica-
tion

indICa-indICaindICa-
tIOn

--

tIOn of ,nt.tnttinterest.. In the develop-
ment

develop-developdevelop-
ment

--
ment 01of mlnmgmining ,inn the future ofof-

Alask
of-

AlaskaAlaskAlaska. . it IIu apperantapparent "''IrtIrtthat theratherethera-
will

there-
willwill be a tremendoulltremendous amount ofof-

mIning
of-

miningmIning ectlvttyactwity for manVmany veenyamveen-
to

yam-
toto comcome. .


