Alaska’s Mining Development Critical to Economy

By Dawn Kirk, The Alaska Miners Association

Mining has been a major influ-.
ence in both the economy and
settlement of Alaska. Alaska be-
came famous during Gold Rush
days and it was the mining dis-
trict boundaries of those days that
now make the boundaries of our
Judiclal districts.

Alaska is now known to be
a major mineral resource reserve
for the United States.

Mineral development
will be critical to Alaska because of
the large number of jobs which
mining provides and the extensive
network of transportation and sup-
port facilities which must be deve-
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deposit on

Island and the Tracy Arm copper-
lead-zinc deposit south of Junesu.
Development of the Schaft Creek and
Galore Creek copper deposits in the
Stikine River drainage in neigh-
boring British Columbia could also
have a beneficial economic impact on
Southeast Alaska.

Two hard-rock gold mines went
into production in Interior Alaska in
1980 in the Fairbanks and Chandalar
districts. Other future developments
in the Ambler District include the
Bornite copper-obalt deposit of
Kennicott Copper; Arctic Camp
copper-lead zincsilver deposit and

the Sun and Smucker copper-
loped in with ilver deposit of o
Placer mining In Alaska has )
traditionally been the realm of In the not too distant future,
the independent, individual miner

who often worked his claim with
only a partner or his family. Th.( it
changing as larger

mining operations may soon de-

velop in the Alaska Range and

Clearwater Mountains where major
ion and

entering the placer mining field with
sophisticated equipment which de-
mands more employees, suppliers and
suppOrt networks.

Major hardrock mineral deve-
jopment 0 Alaska isn't far in the
future, as shown by information
filed with the state of Alaska Division
of Minerals and Energy Management.

In Southeast Alaska the Green's
Creek silverdead zinccoppercadium
property which will be developed by
Noranda Exploration is slated for
production in the mid-1980°s. The
U.S. Borax Quartz Hill molybdenum
deposit east of Ketchikan may
be producing by 1987. These two
properties will account for neary
1000 new jobs.

Two other areas
to have excellent
the Grad'. Glacier
platinum deposit of Newmont Ex-
ploration in Glacier Bay National
Monument and the Bohemia Basin
nickelcopper-platinum  deposit  of
Inspiration Development located on

which appear
potential are
nickelcopper-

Yakobi Island. These two develop-
ments could provide another 500
obs and greatly reduce America’s
new reliance on  foreign  produ-
cers for the strategic minerals nickel
and platinum

Other  hardock  deposits  in

Southeastern include  the Pyroia

are cur-
rently underway

In the Fllrblﬂkx district numer-
ous lode gold deposits are under
study for future production in
sddition to the placer mining activi-
ty in the area.

In Northwestern Alaska, the Red
Dog and Sue lead-zincilver deposits
of Cominco American and the Lic
leadzincsilver deposit of GCO Min-
erals with Houston International
Minerals are both exptected to be in
produ:tlnn before the year 2000.

the Seward Peninsula pro-
rpocu for the tin and fluorspar
deposits of the Lost River area
are promising for future develop-
ment and elsewhere in northwestern
Alaska, mining are active-

the Usibelll Mine now produces

mbulnlllly in the near future.

AI.-kn mining is currently most
oft characterized as placer gold
op«mnm and that too, will increase
in the future, according to DMEM
records.

Placer mining in the future is
linked somewhat to hard-rock ex-
ploration and production since the
opening up of larger hard-rock mines
sllows access and transportation to
areas which may become potential
placer production deposits.

Two to three hundred small
placer gold mines are presently
active in Alaska falthough plati-
num, tin and lew-grade titanium
are also mined in small quanti-
ties by placer methods).

Placer mines usually empioy up 10
about 20 people per operation and
enjoy the quick startup time and
quick profit-taking opportunities not
atforded hardrock mine develop-
ments.

The long life of placer depo-
sits is best exemplified by the Alaska

Company deposit in Nome, the

hugndndgngopcmien.
Placer deposits are scattered
throughout the state, except in
Alaska. In

Alaska some of the better known
areas are Petersville, Neichina and
Valdez Creek.

Other wnll‘knnwn placer gold
i the

ly exploring deposits of tin, copper,
lead, zinc, silver, uranium and asbes-

tos. The in Gold Mine
near Palmer, closed since World
War. |l, is expected to begin pro-

ducing in 1982,

Coal is extremely important in
Alaska’s future. The Beluga Coal
Field will most certainly be develop-
ed in the late 1980's and mines
planned for the area by lease-holders
Bass-Hunt-Wilson and Placer Amex
could employ up to 1400 people and
produce up to 20 million tons of
coal per year.

Near Healy in

Interior Alaska,

:m-
include N -c, Ophir and Flat.
Interior Alaska are also the 40-mil

River, Koyukuk, Wiseman, (}un-
dalar, Manley Hot Springs, Kantishna
and Circle aress. These are by no
means all the aress of the state
which contain placer gold depo-
sits, but are some of the better
known locations.

If claim filings are any indica-
tion of interest in the develop-
ment of mining in the future of
Alaska, it is apparent that there
will be a tremendous amount of
mining activity for many years
to come.




