
Pribilof seal harvest gains supportsupp rt
One U.SUS.. senator called It-

subsidization
itit-

subsidizationsubsidization of a blood indus-

try
indusindus-indus-

try
-¬-

try Another called it a classicclassic-

wildlife
classic-

wlldhfewildlifewlldhfe management successsuccess-

story
success-

storystory . With the extremes drawn ,

the (J.SJSU.SUS. . Senate Foreign Rela-

tions
Rela-

studying

Rela-Rela-.

tions Committee last week beganbegan-

studymg
began-

studyingstudyingstudymg the fur seal treatytreaty-

which
treaty-

wluchwhichwluch provides for the seal har-

vest
har-

vest
harhar-¬-

vest on St . Paul Island

The comrmtteecommittee was colSlder-
Ulg

consider-

ing
col\Slder-colSlderconsider-consider\ -

ingUlg an ;amendment to the treatreatytreaty-

that
tyty-

thatthat wouldwouJd honor commJltments-
to

commtttments-
to

committmentscommJltmentscommtttments
to Japan and Canada , but stopstop-

the
stop-

thethe harvest for USU.s.. . markets Un-

der
Un-

der
Un-

der
Un-Un--

der the treaty , first negotiatednegotiatedininUI

1911911 1 ,. fur seals are harvested onon-

St
on-

StSt PaulPauJ Island with 70 percentpercent-
of

percent-
ofof the furs goinggOUlg to U.SUS. marketsmarkets-

and
markets-

andand 1IS155 percent gomggOUlggoing to each of

the other two countnescountries In re-

turn
re-

turn
re-re-

turn , Japan and Canada agreedagreed-

toto stop pelagic sealingsealmg , huntinghuntmghunting-
seals

huntmg-
sealsseals inm open waterwater-

The
water-

The
water-

TheThe cocomrmt\eecomrmteecommittee\ was sche-

duled
sche-

duled
sche-sche-

duled to 'vote on the amend-

ment
amend-

ment
amend-amend--

ment Tuesday , however , suppon-
mustered

supportsupponsupport-

musteredmustered by Alaska SenatorsSenators-
Ted

Senators-
TedTed Stevens and Frank Mur-

kowski
Mur-

kowski
Mur-

kowskl
Mur-Mur -

kowskikowskl led to a postponement

untilunuJ May 11212-

late
1-

2ute
22-

ek'utelate- ' week--ekeklast Stevens repor-

rkowski
repor-

ted
repor-repor-.

ted he and MurkowsklMurkowskirkowski had metmet-

with
met-

withwith Secretaryry of State AAle"nAlenAlexanAle"n-
der

Alexan-

der
] ,"

der HalgHaig andandaccordingd according to thethe-

two
the-

twotwo , HaigHalg indicatedmdlcated the admimadmmJadminiadmini-

strauon
admmJ-

strauonstrauon supported the (treatytreatyasreat } asas-

It

as-

itit currentlycUITently standsstands-

The
stands-

The
stands-

TheThe present treaty calls tortottor-
lakUlg

tot-

takingtakinglakUlg between 24140002400024000and000000andand

28,00028000, bachelor bull fur sealsseals-

each
seals-

eacheach year Should the 70 percentpercent-

cutback
percent-

cutbackcutbackcutbackoccurOCCUtoccur ., It wouldwouldreducereducereduce-

the
reduce-

thethe number of seals taken toto-

about
to-

aboutabout 8.000-

Wllh

8,000-

With
8.00080008,000.,

WllhWith Ihatthat reduction would.-

ome
wouldwould-

come.come.omeome a comparauveomparative loss ofofinofmin-

come
m-

.ome
in-inm-m-

.come.omeome tOt the people who work-

the
wotkworkwotk-

thethe haestharvest", Lam MercuueffMercuheff .,
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, . Seal harvest
(Continued from Page One )

. president of Tanadgusix , the St .

Paul village corporation , told-
Congress

toldtold-
CongressCongress the seal hunt providesprovides-
about

provides-
aboutabout 73 percenpercent of the employ-
ment

employemploy-¬.-
ment on the islandisland and the cut-
back

cut-
back

cutcut-¬-
back would cause a severe dede-

pression
de-

pression
de-de¬-

pression in St . Paul . He said thethe-
seal

the-

sealseal harvest wwdswass the village'svillages' sole-

industry
solesole-

industryindustry .

Also at stake is the health of-

the
ofof-

thethe fur sealsealherd>,'herd'herd . Since the ori-
ginal

oriori-
ginal

ori-ori¬-
ginalginalsigningsigning of the treaty thethe-
seals

the-
sealsseals have returned from a pop-
ulation

pop-
ulation

poppop-¬-

ulation of about 300,000300000, afterafter-
years. pelagichuntingyears of indiscriminate pelagicpelagi
hunting , to an 'estimated'estimated 1.7-
million

1.7-
million

1.717.
milliontheorybehind. The management theory
behind ththe increase is that thethe-
careful

the-
carefulcarefulcarefulselectionselection of bachelorbachelor-
bulls

bachelor-
bullsbulls protects cows , pups '

and-
the

andand-
thethe beachmaster breeding bulls .
Assuming they cared which theythey-
were

they-
werewere taking , it would be difficultdifficult-
for

difficult-
forfor pelagic sealers to distinguishdistinguish-
among

distinguish-
amongamong the ''variousvarious categoriescategorie inin-

the
in-

thethe open water .
Still , conservationists who al-

so
alal-

so
al-al¬-

so are attempting to stop the

harvest of harp seals off the easteast-
coast

east-

coastcoast of Canada , say they U.SUS.. . ,
"'"-

supporting
s-

upporting
'-

supporting
s-

upportingsupporting its own seal hunt , hashas-

little
has-

littlelittle chance of stopping that-
eastern

thatthat-
easterneastern harvest .

Even conservation
.
groupsgroups-

seem
groups-

seemseem divided on the issue . In the-
recent

thethe-
recentrecent hearings , the NationalNational-
Wildlife

National-
WildlifeWildlife Federation has suppor-
ted

suppor-
ted

supporsuppor-¬-

ted the present treaty . FriendsFriends-
of

Friends-
ofof Animals , however , took out aa-

fullpage
a-

fullpagefull-pagefullpage- ad in the Washington-
Post

WashingtonWashington-
PostPost last week in favor of the-

amendment
thethe-

amendmentamendment to stop or curtailcurtail-
the

curtail-
thethe hunthunt-huntTwo.- Two other largelarge-

groups
large-

groupsgroups , the Sierra Club andand-

Audubon
and-

AudubonAudubon Society have yet to bebe-

heard
be-

heardheard .

Congressional observersobseI'VersobseIVers' saidsaid-

if
said-

ifif the vote had been held as sche-

duled
sche-

duled
sche-scheschesche-¬-

duled , th cutback probably-
would

probablyprobably-
wouldwould have passed , however ,
Stevens said with support fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe administration , the AlaskaAlaska-
Republicans

Alaska-
RepublicansRepublicans has a good chancechance-
dfofdfffchangingchanging at least some com-
mittee

comcom-¬.-
mittee member'smembers' minds . ThereThere-
are

There-
areare nine republicans on the com-
mittee

com-
mittee

comcom-¬-
mittee and eight DemocratsDellocrats! .


