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CHIEF ANDREW ISAAC

Elder destribes'fiiSlifdestribesfiiSlifdescribeshislifdestribes'fiiSlifasdescribes 'his life
-

--asas-

as example for youthyOuth-
-- " "

"

BByByBOBKOWELUKy BOB ICOWELUKKOWELUKICOWELUK-

Tundnl

KOWELUK-

TundraTundnlTundra TImeITlmw ReportReporterReporte-

rThis

.,
This yemyeanyears tutewidestatewide NativeNative-

Youth
Native-

YouthYouth OlympicOlympiaOlympics* held In Anch ¬.
orage on April 24 and 252S waswuwas-

dedicated
wu-

dedidedidedicatedlted to the youngyoul1llndand thethe-

old.our
the-

oleL.ourold.ouroldouroleL.ouroleLourold-.ourold.ourour_- . tradition bearersbearen...
Chief Andrew Isaachaw , 83 ,

traveled frofrom his home InIn-

Tlnacroa
in-

TanacrossTanacrosaTlnacroaTanacross to represent ourour-

eideR
our-

elderselderseideR,, our living linkUnklink withw1th thethe-

past
the-

pastpast. Chief Isaac , an AthabAthabas.¬.
canan spoke to the competitora-
and

competitorscompetitoracompetitors-
andand spectatorsapectatora gatheredpthered at thethe-

Anchorage
the-

AnchorageAnchorage City Gym FridayFriday-

evening
Friday-

eveningevening.. IsaacIlIIc spoke of thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture , for ""kidskids" to learn andand-

to
and-

toto use this knowledge in every-

day
every-

day
everyevery-¬-

day life . IsaacIlIIc also reachedmulled Info-

the
intoInfointo-

thethe recent pastput,, at aI time whenwhen-

the
when-

thethe competitorscompetitora were babiesbabies,, andand-

spoke
and-

spokespoke about the fight to protectprotect-
our

protect-
ourour landslandsandand our lifestyles.. ButBut-

in

But-

minm the end , amidImid cheerscheen from allall-

gathered
all-

gatheredgathered atIt the gym., he scoldedscolded-

the
scolded-

thethe youngstersyounastera to listenltsten andInd toto-

remember
to-

rememberremember whatwhit he had spokenspoken-

of
spoken-

ofof..

Chief"""ifif Isaac said:lId , ""I'veIve' beenbeen-

here
been-

herehere In i Anchorage In 19421942.and1942and1942.and-
I

.. . ...andand
I never thought this town isis-

going

is-

gomggoinggomg to be looking likehke it IS-

nght
isis-

rightrightnght now ."
""RightRightRlght now , this is youryour-

e

your-

tune
your-

tunetunee ," Isaac said as he spoke inmin-

his
m-

hIShis manner , using the Enghsh-

language
EnglishEnghshEnglish-

languagelanguage asIS he learned it fromfrom-

hfe's
from-

life'slife'slifeshfe'shfes' experienceexpenence . "The"Thehe peoplepeople-

here
people-

herehere (Cook Inlet Native Asso-

ciation
AssoAsso-Asso-

Ciation
-¬-

ciation NYO Committee ) wantwant-

me
want-

meme to visit with you , the young-

er

youngyoul1lyoung-¬'-
er generation to take a littlehltle ofof-

your
of-

youryour tuntime . I Ir.yIrytravely. d. _a :IOftglongIOftg-

tnp
long-

triptnptrip to!o'riSftiWIIJi'b'iroriSftiWIIJibir,.'rdttlt('''htrhtr yadngyadng-

generation
dr gd-gdgdg-

eneration
el-

generation min Anchorage toto-

speak
to-

speakspeak wIth you . "

Isaac brought with himhun 8383-

years
83-

yearsyears of expenenceexperience and know-

ledge
knowknow-.-

ledge of the past reachmgreaching eveneven-

farther
even-

fartherfarther . He shared some of hIShIS-

expenences
his-

experiencesexpenencesexperiences with us ., uSlDgusinguSlD-
gclothmg

using-

clothingclothmgclothing ISas an example alat firslfirst ,

then educationeducahon and usingusmg the-

knowledge
the-

knowledge
the

knowledge inm lifehfe everyday HeHe-

shared
He-

sharedshared his expenencesexperiences with hfelife-life.-

style changes also the changeschanges-

which
changes-

whichwhichwhichnevernever ceasecease-

"When
cease-

"When""WhenWhen I wasi 1III1I years old , 1I1-

was

I-

waswas ralSCdraisedralSCdweanngraisedwearingweanngwearingring skmskin clothclothes , "

Chief Isaac saKisaidlid ""MyMy Grand-

fathers
GrandGrand-¬.-

fathers and my Daddy'sDaddys' peoplepeople-

used
people-

usedused bow and arrows to killkil-

lcanbou. cariboucanbou and moose TruelyTruely-

theytheytheywerewere suchsuchcreahvesuchcreativecreativecreahve |peoplepeople-

al

people-

atalat such a timelime when us childchildrenchildren-

was

children-

waswas livinghvmg.,. and the earth chschang-

ed
changchang-.-

ed . the world withwithourour teachinteachmgsteachingsteachmgsI-

S
teachings-

is

:

( IS gone ) ., persons never learnlearn-

anymore
learn-

anymoreanymore thaIthat wayway-

"Since
way-

"Smce""SmceSmce"SinceSincemce the second World War ,

lsucIsaac said , our world beganbegan-

changing
began-

changmgchangmgchanging""rigrig quicklyqUicklywIthwith outsideroutsidersoutsiders-

flowing
outsiders-

nowUlgnowUlgflowing. ..gg into the stalestate , road sys-

being
sys-

tems
sys-syssys-

tems
---

tems beingbemg built , our lifestylehfestyle

changingchangJg to what ,itt is todatodaytoday-

With
)

With this chanchange came a loss ofof-

our
of-

ouroutour traditional educationeduWltloneduwtton re-

1

re-

placed
re-

placed
re-re-

-placed' - 1 by a formalformaleducationeducationeducation-
i

education-
system

education-
systemsystemi by the outsidersoulSJdersoutsiders-

"And"."AndAndAnd we had to learn U-

lschool

in-

school
irUlin

school and learn an education-
'ngh

education-
right

eduiatioteducation
'-'nghnghnght-rightrightI now youfOIl givegrit me the book ,

I can pronounce my namename-

that's
name-

that'sthat'sthats'' allaU the education 1I knowknow-
I

know-

speak1I1speakspeak now withWIthaa EnglishEngJlSh II-

worked

I-

workedworked wJlhwith a grOWUlggrowingowing peoplepeople-

rs

people-

since
people-

smcesmcesince IIwaswas JI I yearsrs old .,
" IIsaaclsaaLIsaac-

said

lsaaL-

said
" ' .

said of a people'speoples' growUlggrowing up in-

a

minm-

aa timebme ofofchangechange ""WorkingWorkingWorklng"Working-

with
Worklng-

wJlhwithwJlh the white man that'sthats' howhow-
I1I learned my education , thIS-

education
thisthis-

educationeducation .-
""YesYesYes ., I know , thatthat'sthats''; all the

education I got ," Isaac isaidsaid-

about
said-

aboutabout his formalformaleducationeducation . HeHe-

values
He-

values
.
values the educalloneducation younastersyoungstersyoungsters-
areare recetv\recetvrecetvgreceiving\ g today , an education-
some

educationeducation-
somesomee youngsters receive weDwell ,.
while some other youngsters gogo-

so
go-

soso far asu to ""dropoutdropout " for what-

When

what-

ever
what-what-.

ever excuse . ""IIIappreciate"IappreciateI appreciate youyou-
now

you-
nownow , you younger FneratlOngeneration .

When kidsktds coicoi-

for
commgcoming together herehere-

for
here-

forfor thisthis-

learn
meelJngmeeting , be sure toto-

learn
to-

learnlearn andand-

learn
use anything youyou-

learn
you-

learnlearn . If you don'tdont' use itIt,, It'sItsIt's-

a
it'sitsit's-

a

''
a part of you you'reyoure' not IIvmg-

for
IrvingIIvmglivingIrving-

for
living-

forfor . Therefore , our own growinggrowmggrowing-
people

growmg-

peoplepeople teachmgteaching ustIS,, the wayway-

that
way-

thatthat meythey lealearn , the way thatthat-

they
that-

theythey make a livinghvmg,, the 'way thatthat-

they
that-

theythey taketalce careare of theitheir famfamilyfamily-

and
yy-

andand the way that they take carecare-

of
care-

ofof theirtheu homes . ".
""SoSo this is the way wewe'rewerewe're-

hvmg
we're-

living
'

livinghvmg here on this earth ,
,"" IsaIsaacIsaac-

saId
Isaac-

said
;

saId of the FFamiliesarmbes past andandofofof-

loday
of-

todaylodaytodayy ""UsUs growinggrowUlg peoplipeoplespeoples-

back
peoples-

backback min ..mymy.myownmyownown tunetime , Indians.,
nlymy Grandfather'sGrandfathers'' my teacher ,

my UnclesUncle's' my teachervteachev mymy-

Aunt's
my-

Aunt'sAunt'sAunts' mmy) teacher and twotwo-

people
two-

peoplepeople thethey) teach you lots..L.L.L.L.L.L.L.L.L.LLLLLLLLLL.LLLLLLLLLLL........ ..&-

my parenparentsts .
."

Regardless of the changes..
Irvmgliving min the past IS only memor-

aes
memo-memomemor-

ieS
--

rieSraes away for ChlerChief Isaac . ""Liv-

ing

"livI-

ng
"liv-"livliv-

Ing In the past ., as living todaytoday-

demands
today-

demandsdemands thaIthat we participate.,
nolnot ktckkick back to go for thethe-

nde
the-

ridenderide ,. nor does JIit do anyoneanyone-
good

anyone-
goodgood to fade away- vor, dropdrop-

out
drop-

out
. |*

out.. As inm (Ihethehe pastpaslput , todayloday wewe-

must
we-

mustmust livebve takinglaking 'wilhwith" ' us thethe-

fIChes

the-

richesfIChesriches andnd the rrIChness of OurOur-

hentage
our-

heritagehentageheritage and culture PerhapsPerhaps-

youngsters
Perhaps-

youngstersyoungsters can underslandunderstand ourour-

culture
our-

cultureculture a hllielittle more by under-

standing
underunder-.-

standmgstandingstandmgourstandingourour specialspeclalllCSties wJlhwith ourour-

land
our-

landland the same land now being-

claimed
bemgbeingbemg-

claimedclaimed by newcomers . withwith-

their
with-

theutheutheir economeconoma.. specialspecialmlerestsspecialinterestsinterests-

According
mlerestsinterestsmlerests-

AccOJdlngAccordingAccOJdlng to10 Chief IIsaac .
"""thethe"IheIhe fiistfirst tunetllnetime in 196212% ththere waswas-

aa big meetingmeeung here inm AnituAnchorage-

The
Anchur.lgeAnchurlgeAnchorageAnchur.lge-

The
.

( The Natives ) theyIhey comeC-OllleCOllle- hihere 1<ioio-

talk

,

lalktalk aboutout Ihethe laland dallmJanus II-

am

I-

amam one of the men whwltb saw aa-

chance

a-

chancechance to profprotect. , as much landland-

as

land-

asas I can for )youOU our ,oungeltoungeitoungei-
generations

oungel-

generallonsgenerallonsgenerationsgenerallons"FogenerationsFor""FoFoFor, yuuryour IlInctime I rntrv. rii,. "vvevve.-

JL

<
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.* Andrew Isaac
( Continued from Page Fifteen )

much land for you to use ..""
After a lifetime , living withwith-

what
with-

whatwhat has beenbeen. and what hashas-

come
has-

comecome to be , Isaac summed up hishis-

experience
his-

experienceexperience as a grandfather to-

his
toto-

hishis grandchildren : ""II appreciateappreciate-
you

appreciate-
youyou .,.youngyoungyoung' generationsgenerati9ns herehere-

now
here-

nownow . You learn a , goodgood educa-
tion

educa-
tion

educaeduca-¬-

tion . Learning and using . MakeMake-
believing

Make-
believingbelieving out of it . Make a livingliving-
out

living-
outout of ititSo,. , So IjeallylIeally, appreciateappreciate-
you

,.
you younger generation to do-

good
dodo-

goodgood work and to learn and to-

do
toto-

dodo good ,.

""II was born in 1898 .,. A few
.'". daysbirthdayAprilago it was my birthday

April 16 . There was no doctors ,
no nurses , no welfare . Us-

Natives
UsUs-

NativesNatives we supported eacheach-

other
each-

otherother .. 'I'mIm' still standing here

because I eat moose meat , 'I'mIm'
83 years old . .,

" ""InIn my young time a lot ofof-

strong
of-

strongstrong stories I can tell you ifif-

I

if-

II got more time to speak a httle-
more

littlehttlelittle-
moremore . But the whiteman time isis-

but
is-

butbut a few minutesminutes.FifteenminutesFifteenminutes.Fifteen-
minutes

.... ... FifteenFifteen-

minutesminutes to stand here-herehereto-- to tell youyou-

what
you-

whatwhat happened in my IndianIndian-

ways
Indian-

waysways and lifelif-
eAndiLkgiY

."-:-AndiLkgiYAndiLkgiY_
*""AndifAndif!And_JfLla.giyeJfLlagiye;_I--IIgive--

.
give - ..youyouY2.uY2u.you-one.youone.youyouone.youone-

minute
. -,.;:oneone-

minute
!.l.ele.,

minutemmute for you to tell me whatwhat-
I've

what-
I'veI'veIve' given you , you can'tcant' remem-
ber

remem-
ber

rememremem-¬-

ber ," Isaac taunted his listenerslisteners-

to . .to retain what he spoke of . ""IfIf"If-

you
.IfIf.If-

you
f

you listen , the wwordsrds go rightright-
through

right-
throughthrough your head in one earear-

and
ear-

andand ououtt the other ear and you-
can't

youyou-

can'tcan'tcant' even remember what 'I'veIveI've-

said
I've-

said

'
said .."" '-


