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Savoonga humershunters prepare their gear .

_ - n ,_ _
With whales gone ,

walrus hunt begins
By BOB KOWELUKKOWELUK-

Tundra

KOWELUK-

TundroTundroTundra TimTimm. RoReporterReporter-

With

ort . ,

With keice conditions steadilysteadily-

becoming
steadily-

becomingbecoming worse , Gambell hunt-

ers
hunthunt-.-

ers were: huntinghuntmg walrus Iasl-

week
lastIasllast-

k
last-

weekweekk to10 fill theirIheu caches withwith-

food
with-

foodfood for the comingcommg winter .

The St Lawrence IslandersIslanders-

who
Islanders-

whowho were the Tintfirst to succsuccess-

fully
success-successsuccess-

fully
--

fully land whales this seaseason: ,

have ended their whalingwhalmg acti-

vities
actiactioacti-actio-

vities
¬-

vities after reaching the whaling-

limits
whalingwhaling-

limitslimits set for their villages ininanan-

agreement
-anan-an-

agreement
i

agreement betweenvthebetween-1hIbetween1hIbetweett.thebetweettthe-.! AlaskaAliskaAliska-

Eskimo
Aliska-

EskimoEskimo Whaling ''COmmisslbn-

and
'CommissionCommission'COmmisslbnCOmmisslbnCommissibnCommissibn-

andand the federal government lastlast-

month
last-

monthmonth .

Bert Oozevaseuk , of GambellGambeU ,

was preparing his harpoon for-

walrus
forfor-

walruswalrus huntinghuntingwhenwhen the Gam-

bell
GamGam-.-

bedbenbell villagers received word ofof-

Iheu
of-

theirtheirIheu whaling crews towing aa-

whale
a-

whalewhale to10 GambellGambeU .

'"""TheThe'The whale was about a SO-

footer
50-

footer
SO50

footer , " Oozevaseuk said . At aa-

Ion
a-

tontonIon a foot rule of rhumbthumb mea-

sure
meamea-mea¬.-

sure , there should be food for-

the
forfor-

thethe whole village .

""ThisThis was our last chance andand-

we
and-

wewe got aa-

u
whale.. Whaling is OYeroverOYe-

rnow

over-

nownowu for 010-
1The

our vUJagevillage of GambenGambef . "
The women , Oozevaseuk saidSlId ,

will be very busy once the hunt-

ers
hunthunt-¬.-

ersersbeginersbegm---beginbegin-begmbegm returning home with-

their
With-

theu
with

theirtheu catches.. '"""TheThe'The womewomen willwill-

prepare
will-

prepareprepare theIbe foods to10 be eaten oror-

stored
or-

storedstored for the winterwlnler ,." {)Oozeva-

seuk
OozevaOozeva-ozeva ¬.-

$seukCuk said . ""WeWeWe use everythingeverything-
from

everything-
fromfrom the walrus except for the-

bones
thethe-

bonesbones andnd certain parts of the-

guts
thethe-

gutsguts.. I probably will need. fIV-
eor

fivefive-

oror SIX walrus to feed my family-

for
famnyfamilyfamny-

forfor the whole year , and I wdlwUJwillwU-

Jneed

will-

needneed to10 buy tomesome rvoryIVOry from

otherolher hunters for my ccarving . "
The walrus""-

rus
r- us hunhuntersten use sskinskin-

covered
skin-

coveredcovered wood frame boats 25 to
30 feet inm length and oftenoften-

Iravel
often-

travel'jveljvelIraveltravel' some 252S to 30 mmileses oror-

more
or-

moremore outoUI to sea usingusmg either sailsail-

power
sail-

powerpower or outboard motorsmOlars ..

""The"The walrus hunting willwill-

probably
will-

probablyprobably be until June . "- Ooze-

vaseuk
OozeOoze-.¬-

vaseuk aidsaid . ""WeWee wfllwill be huntinghunting-
for

hunting-
forfor the next ffew weeksweeks,, weatherweather-

permitting
weather-

permittingpermitting ofofcoursecourse ..

(Continued onOD Page Thirteen )



.WalrusWalrusCo-

ntinued(Continued from Page FiveFrve )
""ThereThere are always windswmds herehere-

I'm
here-

I'm'I'mIm' mot iealTealal goodgoodatat telling thethe-

weather
the-

weatherweatherr or windswmds or sea currents ,

but , I tellteU you , thethere are wind-

here
wind-windwmdswindswinds-

here
wmds-

here

-

here it seems like 99.9999. percenpercentpercen-
tof

II-

ofof the year In the winterwmler andand-

spring
and-

sprmgsprmgspring , the ..mdsmdswinds.mdsareare mostlymostly-

from
mostly-

fromfromn the north , but inm thethe-

summer
the-

summersummer , the windswmds are mostlymostly-

from
mostly-

fromfrom the south "

Subsistence huntinghunl1ng does nOI-

stop
notnOInot-

stopstop with the day the walrus areare-

too
are-

tootoo far north to bebereachedreached byby-

boats
by-

boatsLboats""IsIs The subssubsistencestence huntinghunting-
w

hunting-
willwwOIwill11 focus on the spotted sealseal-

dunng
seal-

duringduringdunng the summer months andand-

throughout
and-

throughoutthroughout the IIMnextIIMm> WmterwinterWmter-

the
winter-

there
--mm i

thethere willwfll.bewfllbewillbe. be hunts for ringrlUg seals .


