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Editor'sEditorsEdltor'sEdltors' Note : The column for this week and thethe-

next
the-

nextnext two weeks will feature information on thethe-

use
the-

useuse of the state'sstates' libraries . As students , educa-

tors
educa-

tors
educaeduca-¬-

tors , parents and privateprtvate citizens ,, we arewe bebe-

coming
be-bebe-

coming
-¬-

coming increasingly aware ofof the importance ofof-

infomwtion
of-

informationinformationinfomwtion not only in school but also in ourour-

daytoday
our-

daytodayday-to-daydaytoday-todaytoday-- -- personal decision-makingdecisionmakingdeciSlon-maktngdeciSlonmaktng-- .
ParentsPwents andana educators in particularpartlculw should propro-

vide
pro-proro-

vide
ro-ro¬-

thesillssillssillsn-

ecessary
vide their youngsters and students with the sMlsskillsskills-
necessarynecessary to obtain information , a skillsktl/sktlsktlwhich/ whichwhich-
will

which-
willwill yield life-longlifelong-- benefits .

Are you a student , teacher , or private citizen living in a ruralrural-

community
rural-

community.immunityimmunitycommunity. . who would likelike to obtain libraryh"braryhbrary" information ? If toso , II-

hope

I-

hopehope you will reviewrevtew 'these.hesehese. several pageipages uas they may help you obtainobtain-
the

obtain-
thethe needed information for you or your studentsstudenU .

There are four publiclypubhc1y funded Institutions whichwhichcancancan-

proVide

can-

provideprovide you with information dependingdependmg on the type of informationInformation-
needed

information-
neededneeded . These sources are I1)1) local community , school , and regIOna-

lresource

regionalregional-

resourceresource center librarieshbraries , 2)2) the law librarieshbrarles in Anchorage , Fair-

banks
Fair-

banks
Fiii-

3)

Fiii-FiiiFair-Fair-

banks , and Juneau which are attached to the state court ofofsystemsystem ,

3)3) the AlaskaA1aska LibraryUbrary Network , and 4)4) academacademic-librariesacademiclibrariesacademioLbrarles<>- brarles of the Uni-

vesity

Urn-

ves1ty

Uni-UniUrn-UrnUni-

veaty

-

veatyves1tyvesity of AlaskaA1aska and its community colleges . These sources are inin-

addition

in-

addlbon

'

additionaddlbon to the privatelypnvately funded librarieshbraries of individualsmdivlduals or compamcompamescompaniescompames-
or

companies-
oror highlyIughIy specializedspeaal1zed publiclypubhc1y funded librarieshbranes ..

LOCAL LIBRARIES . Some communitycommurnty librarieshbrarles hhaveve exex-

tensive

ex-

tensve

ex-ex-.

tensvetenSlvetensive reference collectionscollecbons , and othersothen have primarilypnmanly recreationalrecreational-

reading

recreational-

readmgreadingreadmg . Your local libraryhbrary can help you , based not solely on what It-

has
itit-

hashas on its shelves , but because of itsUs inter-libraryinterlibrarymter-hbrarymterhbrary- loan services andand-

the

and-

thethe craft of local libraryhbrary personnel..

Locally one shouldshouldalsoalso consult the school library Many-

school

Many-

school

Many

school districtsdlStncts have policiespoltcles openingoperung theirtheU' libraryhbrary collections to thethe-

public

the-

publtcpublicpubltc . Although some librarieshbranes don'tdont' have professional librarianslibranans toto-

maintain

to-

mamtammaintainmamtam theirtheU' collectionscollecbons , there generally are knowledgeable peoplepeople-

who

people-

whowho work with the materialsmatenals regularly and could assist you OftenOften-

townspeople

Often-

townspeopletownspeople have personal collections whichwluch would be available toto-

you

to-

youdon'tyouyoudon'tyoudont, don'tdont' neglect to ask them .

Many school districtsdlstncts have consortium (cooperative ) agree-

ments
agreeagree-¬.-

ments with other districtsdtstncts to form RegionalRegtonal Resource CentersCenters-

RRC's

Centers-

RRC's(RRC'sRRCs' ) . The RRCs have specializedspec13hzed materialsmatenals collections and perper-

sonnel
per-per¬.-

sonnel who may be able to assist you with your informationmformatlon needsneeds-

If

needs-

ifif you are a teacher or a student of one of the cooperating schoolschool-

districts

school-

dlStnctsdistrictsdlStncts . These Regional Resource CentersCenten , whichwluch are affiliatedaffthated withwith-

the

with-

thethe school districtsdistncts , are not to be confused withwrth the RegionalRegtonal ReRe-

source
Re-Re¬.-

source Librariesubranes , which are affiliatedaffthated with the Alaska StateSlate LibraryLibrary-

LAW

Library-

LAWLAW LIBRARIES . For issues relatingrelatmg to the law , there areare-

law
are-

lawlaw hbrarleslibraries min Anchorage , FlJrbankJFairbanksiks and JuenauJueeau . The system forfor-

organizing
for-

organlZ1DgorganizingorganlZ1Dg legal informationInformabon is Slgnsignificantlycantly ddifferentTerent than that usedused-

in
used-

m
,
inm publicpubhc and acadeacademicU librarieslibranes and requiresreqwres speciallyspecutlIy trainedtrllDed lawlaw-

libranans
law-

librarianslibrananslibrarians! i n$ jjjjand Jtaffstaff.. Although these law librarieshbranes exist primarily toto-

3SSlSt

to-

assist3SSlStassist the courts and those mvolvedinvolved with legallegalmattenlegalmattersmattenmatters , the law colcol-

lections
col-col.-

lectionslectlons can be used if you go there in personperson-

ALASKA

.

ALASKA LIBRARY NETWORK . The AlaskaA1aska Library Net-

I

Net-

irk
Net-

work
Net-

work
Net-Net-

I

-irkirkwork- is an interrelatedmterrelated combinationcombmation of regional resource and re-

irch
re-

search
re-rereoreo-

I

-
I searchirch libraries which , with the regional coordinators , lend valuablevaluable-
I

valuable-

assistanceI assistanceaSSlStance to rural library usersusen . ((TheseThese regional resource libranh'braneshbraneslibraries' ,

remember , are not the same uas the Regional Resource CentersCenten for-

ed
form-

I

form-

ed
form-

ed
for-forform-form. . . --

I

ed by school districtsdlStncts .) The resource librarieshbranes are public librarieslibranes withwith-

general
with-

generalgeneralgeneralcollectionscollections,, while the research bbraneslibraries are part of academicacademic-

institutions
academic-

mstltutionsmstltutionsinstitutionsstituuons with collections to support the instructionalutstructional and re-

arch
re-

search
re-

search
re-re--

searcharch programs of theirtheU' institutions .

The regionalregtonal coordinatorscoordlIlatorscoordinator are State Library staff stationedmUoned inIIIin-

the, the regionalregtonal ibraries inm FairbnaksFmbnaksFairbnaka and Anchorage . Tehy offer consul-

tant
consulconsul-¬.-

tanttant tsemcesservicesrvices indand assistance to schools and communitiescommurubes in librarylibraryfe-
lated

libraryre-
lated

libraryrelibrary-fe-libraryfelibrary-re-re---re-rere-

latters
-

lated lattersmatters and act uas"troubleshooterstroubleshootersMtroubleshootersuMtroubleshooters" " for problems with hbrary-

semces
libraryhbrarylibrary-

servicessemcesservices: . If your school or village council wishes to start a library ,

have them contact ia regional coordinator .

(Continued on Page Thirteen )



e More ABC'sABCsABC'sCon-

tinued

'
(Continued bomfrom Page Four )

ACADEMIC LIBRARIES . In addition to the academic librar-

ies
librarlibrar-¬.-

ies serving the Alaska Library Network , most post-secondarypostsecondary-- institumlUtu-mlUtumsutu-msutumlUtu-

lions
msutu-

tions
¬-

tionslions have collectionscollectioDS for academic support to which the public hashas-

accesa
has-

accessaccessaccesa . Your local cocommunity college has a hbrarylibrary collecttoncollection andand-

access
and-

accessaccess to the other University librarieshbranes .

INTERLIBRARYINTERllBRARY LOAN . The state'sstates' librarieshbranes sharesharemanymany ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir individual collections with each other through interhbraryinterlIbrary loanloan-

ILL
loan-

ILL(ILL(ILL ) agreements . These libraries are also part of aI larger multistat-
informaiton

multi-stat-multistatmulti-statestatemultistateI-
nformal

multistate-
informaiion

--- -
Informalinformaiton-informaitoninformaiion-informaiioninformaitonandinformaiionandton-tontonand- and materials-sharingmaterialssharingmateria1s-&haringmateria1s&haringharingmaterials4haring-&- network.. In Alaska'sAlaskas' case ,. wwewe-

coordinate
we-

coordinatecoordinate with the Pacific Northwest through the Pacific NorthweiNorthwestNorthwest-
BIbliographic

Northwest-
Bibliographic

.

Bibliographic Center and with other national centerscentenocentenoThe. The majormajor-

Northwest
major-

NorthwestNorthwest libranes are linked by a computer network and can oftenoften-
Identify

often-
identifyidentify immediatelyImmedmtely the location of materials or identify an obscure-

tItle
obscure-

title
obscure

title whether it is aI book , government periodicalpenodtcaI ,. or regular penod1-

caI
penodi-

cal
periodipenod1-penod1penodi-penodi¬-

calcaI .


