
What Will PresidentPresident-
Tell

President-
TellTell Emperor KfirohitoHirohito ?

On Amchitka Island last Thursday , Dr . Mel MerrjttMerrittMerritt-
of

Merritt-
ofof Sandia Laboratories and the Atomic Energy ComCom-Com-
mission

Com-
mission

¬-

mission insisted that the Cannikin five megaton nuclearnuclear-
detonation

nuclear-
detonationdetonation will be a self-sealingselfsealing-- '-shots

s-

hots' shothot . The rocks andand-
minerals

and-
mineralsminerals at the bowels pfof the island at 6,000-foot6,0006000foot6OOO-foot6OOO, -- level.,.
(where the atomic device will be ) will melt becausebecause-
the

because-
thethe heat created by the blast will be nearly the temperatempera-tempera-
ture

tempera-
ture

¬-

ture of the sun'ssuns' surface . They said the outer: layers ofof-
the

of-
thethe explosion chamber1chambechamber ' will reform into kind of aa-
glass

a-
glassglass bowl , shaped like a saucer , which will automatiautomati-automati-
cally

automati-
cally

¬-

cally seal on cooling , supposedly protecting the sursur-sur-
rounding

sur-
rounding

¬-

rounding bedrock and the surface life formsforms-andformsand--and atmosatm05-atm05atmos-atm05-
pherefrom

atmo-
spherefrom

-¬-

pherephere-frompherefrom--from dangerous radiation (which will remainremain-
dangerous

remain-
dangerousdangerous for years and years ) .

However , Merritt admitted that no tests were mademade-
after

made-
afterafter projects Longshot or Milrow (the two previousprevious-
smaller

previous-
smallersmaller AmchitkaAmchtka! experimental blasts ) to see if suchsuch-
aa bowl did really form . He said that "it'sits" ' not a pointpoint-
in

point-
inin question ," when queried bybythethe Tundra Times , referrefer-refer-
ring

refer-
ring

¬-

ring to consistent experience in Nevada proving groundsgrounds-
underground

grounds-
undergroundunderground tests .

AEC scientists are predicting that the Cannikin blastblast-
will

blast-
willwill register: at about 7.070. , or slightly more , on the Rich-RichRich-
ter

Rich-
ter

Rich-
ter

-
ter seismic scale , but insist that secondary earthquakesearthquakes-
triggered

earthquakes-
triggeredtriggered by the blast are unlikely , and further insistinsist-
that

insist-
thatthat a damaging tsunami , commonly called tidal wave ,

is not likely to result althoughaltho-ghalthogh!-, tsunamis have beenbeen-
known

been-
knownknown to originate in the Aleutian Chain from naturalnatural-
events

natural-
eventsevents in the past . These waves must travel southsouth-
toward

south-
toward(toward Hawaii and Japan) since the Bering Sea to theththe-
northnorth is so shallow .

AEC willnotwill ', not say exactlyeXclctly whenwher'lwherlwhere' the device will bebe-
detonated

be-
detonateddetonated , but Joe La Rocca in a Fairbanks BroadcastBroadcast-
Center

Broadcast-
CenterCenter exclusive report said on Wednesday , August
25 , that the device was expected to arrive on the islandisland-
"sometime

island-
"sometime"sometimesometime"" ' this week ,,"" and a security restriction hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen laid around the island to10 last until October 14 . '

Best estimates point that theth blast will be in thethe-
first

the-
firstfirst week of October , less than two weeks after PresiPresi-Presi-
dent

Presi-
dent

¬-
dent Richard Nixon and Mrs . NixortNixon are to receivereceivereceive-
Emperor

receive-
EmperorEmperor Hirohito and Empress ofof JapanJ an in AnchoAncho-Ancho-
rage

Ancho-
rsga

¬-
ragersga on September 26 .

JheThe President and the nation will be in an embar-embarembar-
assing

embar-
assing

embar-
assing

-

assing diplomatic position , to say the least , if NixonNixon-
must

Nixon-
mustmust announce that he has signed the order directingdirecting-
that

directing-
thatthat the ' Amchitka shot be carried out at the samesame-
time

same-
timetime he welcomes the first Japanese Emperor to everever-
set

ever-
setset foot in this country putout of Japan. The JapaneseJapanese-
press

Japanese-
presspress and the public opinion appear fiercely set againstagainst-
the

against-
thethe blast . _

Press speculation beginning in the spring indicated ,
and was finallyfinallyconfirmed' confirmed in July by the governmentgoverllrnent ,
that the CannikinCannakin shot is a major test of the warheadwarhead-
for

warhead-
forfor the Spartan interceptor missile , part ., of the U.SUS. .
SafeguardonlybeenAnti BallisticBallistic.MissileBallisticMissile,. Missile program , which has only
been approved on a very limited-deploymentlimiteddeployment-- basis ' bybyCongressCongress .., This in turn implies'implies'implies-

The
' :

-TheThe-The device is prdbablyprobably a
",
"dirtydirty" "

, bombbomh-thatbomhthatbomb-thatbomb--that , isis-
one

is-
oneone causingcausing an excessiveexcessive amounta'11ounta11ount' of i\! radioactive fallout'fallout' falJo t,,.'
since the Spartan is intended to '-neutralize

n-

eutralize'-neutralize
n-

eutralize'neutralize ' incomingincoming-
missiles

incoming-
missilesmissiles , not by explosive contact , but.. by releasing'releasing'releasing-
sufficient

'releasing-
sufficient

'

sufficient , radiation to ', disable theirtlJeir electronic'electronic'eleele' tronic guidanceguidance-
mechanisms

guidance-
mechanismsmechanisms .: , , ,

'
, ,"

'

mechanismsOn-OnOn--On May 20/2020President20/President20President20'President20President/,, ' President Nixon mademadeananananannounceI,

announceannounce-announce-
ment

-¬ '

ment that may requirerequireI I' him to postpone CannikinCannikin-
indefinitely

Cannikin-
indefinitelyindefinitely. On that date'hedatehedate"he'" said that the U.SUS., ._ and the

"

U.S.S.RUSS.RUSSR. . . . had agreed to ' talk , "seriouslyseriously" " about limiting
'

their ABM
'
systems . ' .sAlsosAlso"AlsoAlso." ,Also the U.STUSTU.SUS. .., and

",
. the Soviet''

Union have been carrying onorn the StrategicStrat ic "' ArmsArms-
Limitations

Arms-
LimitationsLimitations Talkslalla (SALTSALT ) .:.,, ._ tIi ." , ,

.'
,

""
TheThe- .RussiansThe- Russians.,, .

Russians may; well bebe"able't-

o

beablet-

o
beable

", , able ', to argueargue'thatarguethat' thatthat the '

U.SUS. . is not "bargainingbargaining"" in goodood faith "' ifif'theifthe' theIthePresidentthe I, President''

I executes the order ,. authorizingauth.ortzlngauthortzlng. :.thethe.
' Cannikin blast'blast'

.
CouplingEmperorHirohito, ,,, this with what'' he must say to ' EmperorEmp rorror-
HirohtoHirohjtoHirohtoHirohito; , wewevwearewe'arfit.inclinedwearfit.inclinedwearfitinclinedwe'are.inclinedweare.inclinedweareinclined

"'v" ' are ,. ,..inclined ttftdt think that Nixon couldcould-
call

'

call off ,, , or indefinitely ', postpone , the CannikinCannikiriCannikirishotCannikinshotshot .
Otherwise'Otherwise' ', he could place the'the'' nation

, ,.
in aal,.. , precarious-

d
precarious

-11'- ',"diplomaticd iplomatic'positiiplomaticpositiiplomatic'positioniplomaticpositioniplomatic'position1'positionn ,. '
. . v'. '
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