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yByByMADELYNSHULMANByMADELYNSHULMANStaffMADELYN SHULMANSHULMAN-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

Since

Writer-

SinceEnergyCommissionSince the Atomic Energy
Commission set up operationsoperations-
onon Amchitka Island in January
1967 , its activities there havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen the center ofofaa blast ofof-
controversy

of-
controversycontroversy in Alaska over atoato-ato-
rotc

ato-
mic

¬-

microtc testing on Amchitka , inin-
Alaska

in-
AlaskaAlaska , or anywhere at all .

In 1966 , when the AECAEC-
according

AEC-
according(according to their reports , bebe-bebe-

gan
be-

gan
¬-

gan searching for(or a new test sitesite-
Continued

site-
Continued

site-
Continued( Continued on page 6)6)



History ofAEC Atomic TestiTes . . ..,
for future high-yieldhighyieldhigh.yieldhighyield-. thermothermo-thermo-
nuclear

thermo-
nuclear

-¬

nuclear weapons testing , theythey-
reportedly

they-
reportedlyreportedly consideredCQnsidered severalsevera-
lsites

several-
sitessitessites-..-
sitesTheirTheir existing Nevada TestTest-
Site

Test-
SiteSite was limited because ofof-
"possible

of-
"possible"possiblepossible" resultant effectseffetts onon-
offsite

on-
offsiteoffsite buildings , particularlyparticularly-
multi.story

particularly-
multistorymulti-storymultistorymulti.storymultistory-. buildings in LasLas-
Vegas

Las-
VegasVegas.." An

.,
additional testtest-

site
test-

sitesite in Central Nevada faced thethe-
same

the-
samesame problem..

"RatherRather" than risk the accuaccu-accu-
sation

¬.-
sation that a test had tiltedtilted-
Howard

.

Howard Hughes' roulette wheelswheels-
out

wheels-
outout of true ," as AnchorageAnchorage-
Daily

Anchorage-
DailyDaily News writer DennisDennis-
Hughes

Dennis-
HughesHughes put it in 1969 , "thethe"the-
AEC

"""the-
ABC

"

AECABC shifted its explorationsexploxations toto-
the

to-
the

.
the North Slope and Amchitka.."'

Cape Beaufort wawas? the sugsug-sug-
gested

¬.-
gested location on thethe NorthNorth-
Slopean

North-
SlopeanSlope-anSlopean- area accessable onlyonly-
by

only-
byby air , too closedose to() caribou andand-
soon

and-
soonsoon rejected . Both the ArcticArctic-
Slope

Arctic-
SlopeSlope and AmchitkaAmchAmchitka- -Amchitk-

a
Amchitkahowever.tka ,- however ,

had histories of AECABC and DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

¬.-
ment of Defense interestinterest-

Northern
..

Northern readers may rememremem-remem-
ber

¬.-
ber back to the late 1950s19505 whenwhen-
the

when-
thethe AEC'sAECs' 'AtomsAtoms' for PeacePePeace
ProgramPeaceProgram' coined the idea ofof-
creating

of-
creatingcreating an atom-dredgedatomdredgedatom-dtedgeddtedged-- harborharbor-
in

harbor-
inin Arctic Alaska,. The 19621962-
Project

1962-
ProjectProject Chariot , as it wasW/UWU/ called ,
would use atomic blasts toto-
dredge

to-
dredgedredge a harbor at Cape ThompThomp-Thomp-
son

Thomp-
son

-¬-

son, 30 miles southeast of PointPoint-
Hope

Point-
HoHopeHoHo-

'Despite
.

'Respitenespite'DespiteDespite the problem thatthat-
most

that-
mostmost harbors in this part ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska were only usable forfor-
three

for-
threethree months of the year due toto-
heavy

to-
heavyheavy pack ice , AEC thought itit-
was

it-
waswas a finefme project .

The plans for Project ChariotChariot-
originally

Chariot-
originally(originally set for >' .combinedcombined.,

combined-
blasts

combined-
blastsblasts

,
totaling 2.424.. megatons butbut-

later
but-

laterlater revised downward ) 'incluinclu'inclu-'inclu-
ded

'
¬.-

ded extensive environmentalenvironmeptal and-jandjand -,
biological investigations inintheinthet-
est

,> the
test$t areaarea.JundeareaJundeareafunded.,,funded bytheby _ ththe-AECtheAEC-,.;, " AECAEC-
and

"

andbythepartially administered by
the University ofAlaska..

"

Dr. WilliamWi11i 0O . Pruitt , a Uni¬
=

versityversify of Alaska biologist opop-opop-
posed

op-
posed

-¬-
posed the blasts when he foundfound-
that

found-
thatthat fallout

,

,' from atmosphericatmospheric-
testing

atmospheric-
testingtesting was being concentratedconcentrated-
inin the'the' lichens .onon. the ArcticArctic-
Slope

Arctic-
SlopeSlope , CaribouCaribou'theCaribouthe;* ' the main landland-
animal

,

1

animal in that area , eat lichens . '

Eskimos eat cariboudtibou .

i ,. EskimosEskimos'alsoEskimosalso'-also
a-lso'alsoalso' 'havehave'have one of thethe-

highest
the-

hihighestbodhighesthi estest- uUbody\u/UbodyuUbodybodv
,

' radiation countscounts-
uh' //uhuh/' / / / ' /' ' - /' ' '/:9r/:9r9r:9rrpe: p anyr/perpe: peop'1epeop1epeop'1eui1 uii-ii'wffie /'w'wwworl'd-worl'dworldworl'd-

without
rrd:- ,

:twithout[,without
, a ., locallocalatomatom project .

i [
\
Afterpeopleruedpeoplefiredanan internal muddle ((people

"-

arguments
a-

rguments
."

I firedrued , arguments tossed about ,
JsomeI some resignationsnationsresi ), the late Sena-SenaSena-
tor

Sena-
tor

Sena-
'Itor

-. '

'ItorItor'

.\tortor!

\issueyintor Bob Bartlett raised the issueissue-
in,
yinin Congress.. Project.Project'Project.' ChariotChariot-
'foundered

Chariot-

'foundered'founderedfoundered
'

and died..
-

'founderedfoundered' diedr\rrk'\ , r-

t

t,'.
'kk'
'kt

t AmchitkaAmchitJca, a-barrenbarrenabarren-.' , uninhauninha-uninharuninha-

pited

¬- r

pitedbitedited island 1,3401340,, miles WSWWSW-
ofoff Anchorage also had aa nuclear1Uclearnuclear-

history

.'

historystoI)'., InhabitedI bited by sea lions ,
baldbald'eaglesbaldeagles'-

eagles
e-

agles'-eae-a' les;,, sea otters and moremore-
than

more-
thanthan 100 varieties of birds , itit-
had

it-
hadhad beenbeena,,a fighterflShter and bomberbomber-
base

bomber-
basebase during World War II. ,.-

'InIn'In1965'In196In196' Inr-196Inr196, -19651965-' , it was the sitesite'ofsiteofsite'of.-
Project

' ofof-
Project

.-
Project

P-
roject.-
Project

P-
roject.,
Project LongshptLongshotLongsh t , an 80 kflotonkilotonkiloto-

nr
.

r.

( Continued from page 1)11)-

blast
1)-

blast
1)-

blast
)

blast firedftredfred as part of the DepartDepart-Depart-
ment

¬.-
ment of Defense ' program onon-
nuclear

on-
nuclearnuclear !:

. test detection .
AmchitkaAmchitka.wasAmchitkawas.waswas. desolate , reachreach-reach-

able
¬.-

able via sea, far from highhigh-
buildings

high-
buildingsbuildings and had the addedadded-
benefIt

added-
benefitbenefit of plenty of World WarWar-
U

War-
UIIU relic harbors , buildings , roads ,.
airstrip , etc . suitable for use byby-
ABC

by-
AECAECABC. crews.. So, President JohnJohn-John-
son

¬.-
son approved AmchitkaAmchit1ctAmchit1ctasAmchitkaAmchitkaasas thethe-
site

the-
sitesite of two orormore"-morem-ore--morem-ore"-more futurefuture-
multimegaton

future-
multimegatonmultimegaton blasts..

When AECABC crews began prepre-pre-
parations

¬.-
parations fo"rforfm

"

Project MilrowMilrowaMilrow'a, -aa'a-'
1.313.. megaton "calibrationcalibration" experiexperi-experi-
ment

¬.-
ment " ((Nobody in AECABC parlanceparlance-
uses

parlance-
usesuses the term bomb ) in 1967 ,
Alaskans still had vivid memoriesmemories-
ofof the disastrous 1964I964 GoodGood-
Friday

Good-
FridayFriday earthquake and tidaltidal-
waves

tidal-
waveswaves..

OppositionOrpositionOpposition began with thethe-
blast

the-
blastsblastsblast s planning and builtboilt upup-
towards

up-
towardstowards the summer of 1969-19691969-
with

1969-
with

1969-
with

-
with .,the early October MilrowMilrow-
blast

Milrow-
blastblast date only a few shortshort-
months

short-
monthsmonths away.

A citizen'scitizens' committeecommittee calledcalled-
Save

called-
SaveSave Our State mountedm unted a furifuri-furi-
ous

¬.-
ousou , summer'ssummers' oppositiono sition , aidedaided-
by

aided-
byby hundreds of AlaskansAAlaskans whowho-
signed

who-
signedsigned petitions and contributedcontributed-
money

contributed-
moneymoney . The group fundedfunded-
scientists

funded-
scientistsscientists such as Dr . MichaelMichael-
'Friedlander

Michael-
'Friedlander'FriedlanderFriedlander' , physics professor atat-
St

at-
StStSt.. Louis ' Washington UniversityUniveJUniversity-
on '$ tyty-
onon speaking trips to urge thethe-thethe-
blast's

the-
blast's

-

blast'sblasts' postponement ..
In a last ditch oppositionopposition-

effQrt
opposition-

effortefforteffQrt ,. the Senate Foreign Rela ¬.

tions Committee , chaired byby-
Arkansas

by-
ArkansasArkansas Senator J.WJW. ,. FullbrightFullbright-
held

Fullbright-
heldheld late September hearings toto-
determine

to-
determinedetermine the effect of thethe-
blast

the-
blastblast on VSU.sUs. . relations withwith-
Pacific

wit-
hPaccPacificPacc rim nations.. SenatorSenator-
Mike

Senator-
MikeMike ;_'

Gravel DAlaskaD-AlaskaDAlaska((D-AlaskaDAlaska-:- ) whowho-
asked

who-
askedasked forfot the hearings ,. had beenbeen-
inin , the *' forefront , orofofoppositionofopposition-
to

,. oppositionopposition-
tototo the nuclear testing since longlong-
beforebefore 19691969sri1969--19691969-

I

;.: ;:--°-sr-isri-":'-. *.°WMH" .- *°.

I Highlight offof.,' the lastlist ' ditchditch-
Fullbright

ditch-
FullbrightFullbright hearingsheanngs was . .testitesti.' testitesti-testi-
mony

¬.-
mony by Dr

'
. KennethKenneth-PitzerKennethPitzer;,"- Pitzer ,

then PresidentPreident$ of Stanford UniUni-Uni-
versity

¬.-
versity ' and before that head ofof-
reSearch

of-
researchresearch at the AECABC. II>,,

,_ The 'reportreport' , the results of aa-
high

a-
highlevelhigh-levelhighlevelhigh ,- level ;, scientific .panelpanel. , heahea-hea-
ded

¬.-
, ded bybyPjtzer; Pitzer , ,,whichhich held hear-hearhear-
ings

-.
.

ings' on the problems of. underunder-under-
ground

¬.-
ground ,

tests , was'was' not ., releasedreleased-
till

released-
till, till the eve

., of the blast . It waswas-
forwarded

was-
forwardedforwarded to President John-JohnJohn-

to1

John-
st

-.
st) n'sscaartccansscaartcca:.

'
. ea4yjQrafMtnl.IQea4yjQrafMtnlIQ" , dxitmra,$; , 1rA, .;X)' .

,44d, ,..
to1to ' President Nixon'sNixons' staff tenten-
'months

ten-
months'monthsmonths'months before the hearingshearings-
which

hearings-
which

.
which made'made' the report

,
public..

According to Dr . Pitzer'sPitzers' testitesti-testi-
mony

testi-
mony

-¬-
mony to the Senate group "TheThe""The-
p

"The-
panel

"
panelpnel is seriously concerned withwith-
the

with-
thethe problempro lem of earthquakesearthquakes-
from

earthquakes-
fromfrom large yield-nuclearyieldnuclear-- tests.. " ,

Amidst chragescluages of "supres-"supressupres"su'pres-"su'pres"stipres-"stipresstipres"supres-
sion

"su'pres-
sion

"stipres-
sion

" ' --
sion" of the report , SenatorSenator-

'Fullbright's
Senator-

'Fullbright'sFullbright'sFullbrights'Fullbright's' ' committee askedasked-
President

asked-
PresidentPresident Nixon ' to halt thethe-
Milrow

the-
MilrowMilrow blastolast.. A week later itit-
exploded

it-
explodedexploded on scheduleschedule-OctoberscheduleOctober-October '

22,196921969, 196919199t9t, .

.TheThe.Theeffects'according.TheeffectsaccordingTheeffectsaccording.
', effects ,

.' accordingaccordiggtoto anan-
'ABC

an-
'AECAEC'ABCABC'AEC' wrap-upwrapup-- reportreportwere:?,were mini-minimini-
mal

mini-
mal

-. ,.

mal'mal' on
wrap'thethe' a islands wildlife and

'-"environment . No surface oror-
ocean

or-
oceanocean radiation leaks could bebe-
detected

be-
detecteddetected . No major earthquakesearthquakes-
occurred

earthquakes-
occurredoccurred . No tidal Waves resulresul-resul-
ted

¬.-
.ted..

With these resultsresults,, the AECAEC-
continued

AEC-
continuedcontinued plans for its higherhigher-
megaton

higher-
megatonmegaton blast-ProjectblastProject- Cannikin. .
Cannikin , scheduled for OctoberOctober-
of

October-
ofof this year couldcoyldcoµld be up to aa-
S5S' megaton blast,' and is, if pospos-pos-
sible

¬.-
sible; surrounded by even moremmore-
controversy

rere-
controversycontroversy,. than its predecessor .

Of course , not . all are op-opop-
posed

op'-
posed

op-
posed

-.-

posed'posed' to the blasts . For oneone-
thing

one-
thingthing , the atomic testing propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬-

gram hailWhas pumped almost 100100-
million

100-
millionmillion dollars of federal fundsfunds-
into

funds-
intointo Alaska.. The Amchitka sitesite-
provides

site-
providesprovides jobs for upwards of
200 men and a large contractcontract-
for

contract-
forfor Alaska'sAlaskas' construction indusindus-indus-
try

indus-
try

-¬-

try . Also ,. it has been calledcalled-
necessary

called-
necessarynecessary for the national dede-dede-
fense

¬.-
fense by a score of DOD expertsexperts-
and

experts-
andand many Alaskans believe thethe-
small

the-
smallsmall effects of Project MilrowMilrow-
do

Milrow-
dodo not justify opposition .

In the spring of 19711197171 , AmAm-Am-
chitka

¬.-
chitka again hit the front pagespages-
when

pages-
whenwhen the AECABC announced thethe-
Cannikin

the-
CannikinCannikin blast . GovernorGovernorViIWil\ViIViIV/il-VilVil-
liam"Egan \/ ¬.-
liamliam"EganliamEgan"EganEgan"

, in the midst of oiloil-
pipeline

oil-
pipelinepipeline impact hearings , petipeti-peti-
tioned

¬.-
tioned for hearings on the CanniCanni-Canni-
kin

¬.-
kin blast .

In May of 1971 ,. the AEC ,

not ththe Environmental . ProtecProtec-Protec-
tion

¬.-
tion Agency

,
as petitioned , heldheld-

hearings
held-

hearingshearings in JuneauJimeauJl eau andd AnchoAncho-Ancho-
rage

Ancho-
rage

-¬-

rage . While scores of AECABC offioffi-offi-
cials

¬.-
cials preached the safety of thethe-
blasts

the-
blastsblasts , scores of Alaskans regiregi-regi-
stered

¬.-
stered their protests , alongalongwithwithwith-
Canadians

with-
CanadiansCanadians fromfromfromsuchsuch colorfullycolorfully-
named

colorfully-
namednamed protest groups assas 'AmAm"Am'Am-'Am-
chitka

'" ¬.-
chitkach.itka. '

2 ,:' 'ActionAction' Against AmAm-Am-
ch1tka

¬.-
chitkach1tka,:,' and the 'Don'tDont' ' Make aa-
Wave

a-
Wave

"

Wave Committee .."* One1One CanaCana-Cana-
dian

¬.-
dian witness '

proclaimed
,

.thethe.- thethe-
Canadians

the-
CanadiansCanadiansCanadians "unwillingunwilling"unwllingguineaunwllingguinea"" guinea pigs'
tottheto([the experimentsexperiment'sexperimentsand' and told theth-
eU.sto

the-
U.SU.StoUStoU.SUS...:,; to hold its atomic tests atat-
the

at-
thethe geographicgeolJfaphic center of its coun-councou-
ntrynot

cou-
ntrynot

-.
try-nottrynot- near Canada..

At the same timetime ,; in May
1971197 I ,;,;' speculation arose thatthat-
President

that-
PresidentPresidentPresident:, Nixon might cancelcancel-
Cannikm

cancel-
CannilCannikinCannikmCannil in due to '. the political-
risks

political-
risks

political
risks involved . A' blasteausedblast-causedblastcausedblastcaused-
earthquake

--
.earthquakeearthquake.
earth e ,.

could "-

prove
p-

rove'-prove
p-

rove'-prove
p-

rove"' disasdisas-disas-
trous

disas-
trous

-¬-

trous in light
.'

'
of agreements to

',,

negotiate with the Soviet UnipnUniQnUnionUnion-
toto limit defensivedetensive '-anti-ballistic'-antia-ntib-allistic'-anti-ballistic'-antia-ntib-allistic'-

antiballistic.missile
'anti-ballisticantiballistic--

.missilemissile. systems.. ,

/ itti i::! N rl<, ' ' 'NN11"CC" iiiiii rpr :; :
pected totoItobeI, be part of an ABMARMARM"I"II""-
Isystem

-

system , might prove unnecessaryunnecessaryunnecessary-

ifif Strategic Arms LimitationLimitation-
Talks

Limitation-
TalksTalks proved successful.. AnA-na

An-
accidentaccidentcidenta might sabotage thesethese-
talks

these-
talkstalks.. \' f1'f-

ThusThus , in ., AlaskaMISka
f

, this week: as1as \'
;'

a Federal 'CourtCourt', judgejude turnedturned-
down

turned-
downdown

.-aa.-
a

a., I conservation group suitsuit-
to

suit-
toto stopstop".thethe,. the test , Alaskan SenaSena-Sena-
tor

¬.-
tor Mike GravelGravelspeculatedspeculatedspeculated-speculatedthat,- thatthat-
the

that-
thethe entire , situation will bebe'rebere'rere're-'rere're-
solved

' ¬.-
solved within 60 to 90 days..

Of .", 'coursecourse' course , with the'the' blastblast-
scheduled

blast-
scheduledscheduled forffor'earjyforearjyr ' earlyearJy October.itOctoberitOctober ., itit-
will

it-
willwill be resolved in approximaapproxbnaapproxima-approxima-
tely

¬.-
tely.tely
.

six weeks-oneweeksone-- way or ,
t(t-

antheranotheranther() ..

et' , . .


