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James W. ThomasThomas-Thomas-aThomasaThomasa,*- a TlingitTlingit-
Indian

Tlingit-
IndianIndian , formerly of YakuYakutattat,;' AlaAla-Ala-
ska

Ala-
has

¬-

ska,"ska , has opened ,; a public '",.relarela., rela-relarela-
tions

rela-
tions

¬- ,

tions firmfum, Jim Thomas AssocAssoc-Assoc-
iates

Assoc-
iates

¬-
iates , located in the

, NationalNationaJNationaJ-
Press

National-
PressPress Building , Washington , D.CDC. ,,.

The enterprise ', waswasI lI inauguinaugu-inaugu-
rated

inaugu-
rated

¬-

ratediecepdonby a well-attendedwellattended- recepiecep-iecepiecep-
tion

-¬-
tiondon held in the East Lounge ofof-
the

of-
thethe National Press Club , ofof-
which

of-
whichwhich he is a member .

Thomas stated , "it'sits" ' a longlong-
overdue, overdue office in Washington .,."

The head of the new firmrumrum-
confessed

firm-
confessedconfessed , "ItIt"" took a bit ofof-
daring

of-
daringdaring to strike out on my own ,
The haven of a secure positionsitionsition-
isis so

_ !muchuch more comfortablec9mfortable ,
but thethethechallengechallengehaUenge of really accomaccom-
plishing

accom-
plishingplishing something for my peopeo-peo-
ple

peo-
ple

-¬

ple , the American Indians , isis-
much

is-
muchmuch more satisfying and relerele-rele-
vant

¬.-
vant for me ."

In two respectsrespect the firmrum isis-
quite

is-
quitequite unique , according to ThoTho-Tho-
mas

-¬.
mas.. Unlike most consultingconsulting-
fums

consulting-
firmsfirmsfums , Jim Thomas AssociatesAssociates-
will

Associates-
willwill deal directly with the Indian ,
soliciting business from thethe-
tribes

'

tribesemphasizingfederalrather than emphasizing
federal agencies and other concon-¬-

-
tracts .

Thomas asserted , "TheThe"" clientclient-
II want is'theistheisisii',the ' Indian , tribe thatthat-
really

that-
reallyreally needsJleeds ourourourservicesservices.."

Secondly ,. this firmfuinfirsh will operoper-oper-
ate

oper-
ate'on

¬-

ate'onateonate
'-on
o-n'on a strictly business basisbasis-

whose
basis-

whosewhose goals'goals
'

are two-foldtwofoldtwb-foldtwb-- , "bebe"be-"be-
cause

"be-
cause

" -¬

cause , ' as long as we 'pepe'performorm ourour-
dutiesdutiesutes wellell , we will continuecontn e toto-
bel

to-
bebe1belbebelretained' retained . On the other hand ,
ififwewe goof

'-
off

o-

ff'
off on the jobjob-ourjobourjobourc-

lients
jobourc-

lients
--our

clients wfllwill disappear ,. '

"ThereTherewrhere" is simply no profit inin-
goofmg

in-
goofinggoofinggoofmg off and there are rereore-rereo-

wards
re-

wards
¬-

wards in hard work , both forfOffOf-

the
for-

thethe tribe and the firmfrm..".
Guests of honor at .thethe. receprecep-recep-

tion
recep-

tion
-¬-

tion were members of the Yaki-YakiYaki-
ma

Yaki-
ma

-.
ma Tribal Council of WashingtonWashington-
State

Washington-
StateState , for whom Thomas hashas-
worked

has-
workedworked..

Among other guests were tritri-tritri-
bal

tri-
bal

¬-
bal chairmen and delegates fromfrom-
several

from-
severalseveral UjSU.sUs.. . tribes ; Jack AnderAnder-Ander-
son

Ander-
son

¬-

son , noted "WashingtonWashington" "Merry-"MerryMerry"Merry-
GoRound

"Merry-
GoRound

"Merry-
GoRound

" --Go-RoundGoRound-- " columnist , presidentpresident-
bf

president-
ofOfbf the National Press Club , Ver-Ver-

nonnOI) Louviere ; representativesrepresent tives ofof-
Senatorial

of-
SenatorialSenatorial and Congressional ofof-of-
fices

-.*
fices , as well as heads ofvaripusoorariqusorariqusf-
ederal

( _ 9us
federal9usfederalagencies who deaTwithieal"viithiealviith1ieieal"viith-

'Indian f"withwith-
'Indian'IndianIndian' affairs and directors andand-
staff

and-
staffstaff , of the BureauBureaBureauBureauof* of IndianIndian-
Affairs

Indian-
AffairsAffairs and National Council onon-
Indian

on-
IndianIndian OpportunityOOpportunityrtunity .

.,
- Thomas background is roor0o-r0oroo--r0o-

ted
roo-

ted
-¬

ted in public relationsrelation ;: OrigiOrigi-Origi-
nally

Origi-
nally

¬-
nally a radio station manager ,
Thomas was selected public relarela-rela-
tions

rela-
tions

¬-

tions director for the AlaskaAlaska-
Federation

Alaska-
FederationFederation of Natives..

He traveled extensively inin-
their

in-
theirtheir behalf ; bringingbriDging public atat-atat-
tention

¬.- .
tentionunjustlandto the problem ofofunjustunjust
land and cash settlements , propro-pro-
posed

pro-
posed

-¬-

posed by CongressCo gress for Alaska .
Later he was appointed dirdiredir-dire-

ector
dir-

ector
¬-

ector of public relations for thethe-
National

the-
NationalNationalAmeJicanIndiansCongress off AmericanAmeJicanAmerican-
IndiansIndians in Washington and mostmost-
recnelty

mostmost-
recneltyrecnelty , served as a consulconsul-consul-
tant

¬.-
tant to the National Council onon-
Indian

on-
IndianIndian ' Opportunity in the ofof-of-
fice

of-
fice

¬-

fice of the Vice-PresidentVicePresidentVice-PiesidentPiesident--- .


