
Tundra Times Staffers Address UniversityUniversityofof Alaska Students
What Is a newspaper ? HowHow-

do
How-

dodo you get the idea for a story ?

What is a lead ? How do youyou-

get
you-

getget it down on paper ? HowHow-

much
How-

muchmuch money do you get paid ?

What makes a native newspapernewspaper-
different

newspaper-
differentdifferent from any other kindkind-
of

kind-
ofof newspaper ? Can I writewnte andand-
If

and-
ifif I do , will the Tundra TimesTimes-

be
Times-

bebe interested '?
Starting with the Ias1las1last questionquestIOn-

first
question-

firstfirst , thethl' answer is - Yes ! TheThe-

Tundra
The-

TundraTundra Times ISISinterestedinterested inIn-

finding
in-

findingfinding writerswnters , especially native

writers - students , villagers ,

politicians , social workers , grandgrand-grand-

mothers
grand-

mothers
¬-

mothers , or dog mushers .

In search of talent , membersmembers-
ofof the Tundra Times staff lastlast-

week
last-

weekweek addressed four classes ofof-

native
of-

nativenative students at the UniversityUniverSity-
ofof Alaska in Fairbanks . TheThe-

subject
The-

subjectsubject was writingwnting in generalgeneral-

and
general-

andand writingwntlng for the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes in particular .

Staffers Frank Murphy andand-
JacquelIOe

and-
JacquelineJacquelineJacquelIOe Glasgow assured thethe-

students
the-

studentsstudents they would NOT get

rich writing for the . TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes , but that there were otherother-

rewards
other-

rewardsrewards .

"TenTen" years ago , the TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes was the only newspapernewspaper-
wntlng

newspaper-
writingwritingwntlng news from the nativenative-

pOint
native-

pointpoint of view , " MurphyMurphYexplaln-MurphYexplalnMurphYexplaln-
ed

explainexplain-explain-
ed

¬-

ed . "TodayToday" native newspapersnewspapers-
areare springing up all around thethe-

state
the-

statestate - Tanana Chiefs region .,
IIBarrowBarrow , Bristol Bay , Anchorage .

All of these papers will needneed-

Inters
need-

writerswritersInters( . "

. Murphy cited the example of

Donna John , a young AthabasAthabas-Athabas-
can

Athabas-
can

¬-

can student at the University ofof-

Alaska

of-

AlaskaAlaska . Another Native studentstudent-
told

student-
toldtold Donna of two dolls he hadhad-

unearthed
had-

unearthedunearthed on St51.. LawrenceLawrence-
Island

Lawrence-
IslandIsland which dated back 20002000-

years
2000-

yearsyears . She asked Murphy ifIf-

anyone
if-

anyoneanyone would be interested inIn-

a
in-

aa story about the unusual findfind-

and
find-

andand was told that Tundra TimesTimes-

would
Times-

wouldwould be very interested . DonnaDonna-

took
Donna-

tooktook a photo and wrote thethe-

story
the-

storystory which sold not only to

Tundra Times but to AlaskaAlaska-
magazine

Alaska-
magazinemagazinemagazine..

"TheThe" things you take as partpart-

of
part-

ofof your everyday life are exex-exex-

tremely
ex-

tremely

¬-

tremely interesting to otherother-
people

other-
peoplepeople , " Murphy told thethe-

students
the-

studentsstudents .

After the class , one of thethe-

students
the-

studentsstudents brought up a manumanu-manu-
scnpt

manu-
script

¬-

scriptscnpt which describeddescnbed a comcom-com-
plete

com-
plete

¬-

plete day in the life of a whalewhale-

hunter
whale-

hunterhunter , from the time he getsgets-

up
gets-

upup in10 the morning until he isI-

Son

is-

onon the water in a umiak .

"NoNo" one has ever quite toldtold-
the

told-
thethe story of whaling from thisthis-

viewpoint
this-

viewpointviewpoint before , " the you igIg-

wnter
ig-

writerwriterwnter was told "DoDo" 00 somesome-

more
some-

moremore work on it and bringbnng itIt-

In

it-

inin to us "
Dorothy Nikolai of Kaltag isI-

Swriting

is-

writingwriting a history of the fishfish-

wheel
fish-

wheelwheel , goinggOl11g back to its beginbegin-

nlngs
begin-

ningsnmgsnlngsnings in China After class sheshe-

talked
she-

talkedtalked about the paper and herher-

memones
her-

memoriesmemoriesmemones of the excitement ofof-

gOing

of-

goinggoing to fish camp when she waswas-

a

was-

aa child . "WriteWrite" it ,
" she waswas-

told
was-

toldtold "We'dWed" ' like to see it "

"WhenWhen" you go home from thethe-

campus
the-

campuscampus ,
" Glasgow told thethe-

students
the-

studentsstudents , "thethe" first thing youyou-

want
you-

wantwant to know is what'swhats'' beenbeen-

happening
been-

happeninghappening , what'swhats' going on ,

who'swhos' taken a triptnp , who wonwon-

the
won-

thethe local dog sled races - inIn-

other
in-

otherother words , the news . That'sThatsThat's-
all

That's-
all

'

all the news is It'sIts' what'swhatswhat's-
happening

what's-
happening

''
happening . "

"ThereThere" are no wire servicesservICes-

Inin the bush The only wayway-

the
way-

thethe news comes out is throughthrough-
word

through-
wordword of mouth , through peoplepeople-
telling

people-
tellingtelling other people Each ofof-

you
of-

youyou runs into a story everyevery-

single
every-

singlesingle day , whether it'sits' in youryour-

home
your-

homehome village , here on the camcam-cam-

pus

¬.-

pus , or on Second Ave TheThe-

chances

The-

chanceschances are if you'reyoure' interestedInterested-
Inin it , someone else will be WriteWnteWnte-

It

Write-

itit down "

"AA" writer writes If you'reyoureyou're-
In

'

in a hurry , you scribblescnbble on thethe-

back
the-

backback of napkinsnap '< lns , you buy aa-

cheap

a-

cheapcheap spiral notebook , you writewntewnte-
crammed

write-

crammedcrammed intoIOto a small bushbush-

plane
bush-

planeplane , or if you'reyoure' super-lazysuperlazy-
,

you get hold of a tape recorderrecorder-
and

recorder-
andand talk your story . But youyou-

get
you-

getget it down "

"HistoryHistory" is being made inIn-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska today Much of it isI-

Syour

is-

youryour history You are thethe-

people
the-

people
the-

peoplepeople making it and I thinkthink-

you
think-

youyou should be the people recordrpcordrecord-record-

ing

¬.-

ing it "

One of the students said , "II"I-

sent
"I-

sent

"

sent something to thet he TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes and it wasn'twasnt' published "

"NotNot" everything I write getsgets-

published
gets-

publishedpublished either ,
" reporterreporter-

Glasgow
reporter-

GlasgowGlasgow reminded them . "ThereThere"There-
are

"There-
are

"

are a lot of reasons why itIt-

doesn't
it-

doesn'tdoesn'tdoesnt' . Sometimes , frankly ,

it isn'tisnt' good enough . OtherOther-

times

Other-

timestimes , it isn'tisnt' the right subjectsubject-
for

subject-
forfor that particular editor . AndAnd-

onre
And-

onceonreonce in a while the editor likeslikes-

what

likes-

whatwhat you'veyouve' done but there justJust-

Isn't

just-

isn'tisn'tisnt' space in the paper thatthat-

week
hathat-

weekweek . "

For every story the TundraTundra-

Times

Tundra-

TimesTimes does use , the staff promprom-prom-

Ised

prom-

ised

¬-

ised they could pay ten dollars .

"TenTen" dollars isn'tisnt' much , but itIt-

may

it-

maymay pay for the film you useuse-

while

use-

whilewhile you'reyoure' learning how toto-

use

to-

useuse a camera , and it is TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes ' way of saying - We dodo-

want
do-

wantwant the storiesstones and we dodo-

apprecIate
do-

appreciateappreciate them . "

There are a hundred storiesstories-
inin10 bush Alaska that need to bebe-

told
be-

toldtold . Tundra Times has OnlyOnly-

one
only-

oneone full-timefulltime- reporter , but itIt-

does

it-

doesdoes have native columnists -
Guy Okakok of Barrow , GraceGrace-

Siwooko
Grace-

SlwookoSlwookoSiwooko of Gambell , our rovingroving-

columnist
roving-

columnistcolumnist Tom Richards , Jr . andand-

from
and-

fromfrom time to time , ojroar0 Jr twotwo-

state
two-

statestate senators , John Sackett ofof-

Galena
of-

GalenaGalena and Willie Hensley ofof-

Continued( Continued on page 10)10)



TT Staffers . . .

( Continued Irorntroll page 9)99-

)Kotzebu2
9-

)Kotzebue

)

Kotzebu2Kotzebue
KotzebueHopefully

Hopefully , out of the somesome-

fiftyfifty or sixtSlxt studentsstudentstatthat\tattat\ ) thethe-

TundraTundra Times reachedreaLled) last weekweek-

willwill come several fmefine stories Ihatthatthat-

willwill appear In the pages 01ofof-

TundraTundra TimesTimes-

HowHow do you get the Ideaidea-

forfor a 5tOIstoryy7' FlomFrom what'swhatswhat's-

happening
''

happening WhatWIat) Ilappenedhappened lastlast-

weekweek was thatIhJI SOrTWsome youngyoung-

studentsstudents welweree 11.111111learning' . nll1g 10toto-

writewrite and they arcJrl' writingwilting stonesstOllesstoriesstories-

aboutaboutJbout AlaskaAIJska native peoplepeopletlell,. their\tlelltlelltheir-

customs
\

customs , theirthell historyhlslory ,. andJnd theirthelltheir-

traditionstraditions
traditionsThat's

That'sThats' this week'sweeks' story


