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The project is under the didl-dldi-didl-

rec

di-

rection
-¬-

rectionrec lion of Dr.. DaleDolle Feist , assisassIs-assIs-

tant
assis-

tant
¬-

tant professor ofzoophysiologyzoophyslologyofzoophyslologyofzoophysiology

at the University'sUniversitys' Institute ofof-
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of-
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The grant is to fund thethe-

project
the-

projectproject for two years .

Feist said that observationsobservations-
made

observations-
mademade over long periods of timetime-
have

time-
havehave established that everyevery 1010-

years
10-

yearsyears , snowshoe hares reachreachareach-

peak
reach-

peak
a

peak in population density ,. thenthen-

"crash
then-

"crash"crashcrash" " precipitously to veryvery-

low
very-

lowlow numbersnutrlbers .

The last such peakpeakinin thethe-

Fairbanks
the-

FairbanksFairbanks area was in 1964 , hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid , and another is expectedexpected-
soon

expected-
Soonsoon ..

Feist'sFeistsFClst'sFClsts'' projectproJcct is attemptingattempting-
toto determine the causes of the

cycle by studying functional asas-asas-

pects
¬.-

pects of the hares , particularlyparticularly-
physiology

particularly-
physiologyphysiology ,. biochemistry andand-

pathology
and-

pathologypathology .

"OurOur" approachapproachISis orientedorIented-
towards

oriented-
towardstowards changes in the enen-enen-

docrine
en-

docrine
¬-

docrine system in response toto-

increasing
to-

increasingincreasing numbers ," heIle said .

Demographic andandreproductreproductreproduct-reproduct-
Ive

¬-

ive characteristicschractenstlcsch ractenstlcs noted fromfrom-

previous
from-

previousprevious field studies can thenthen-

7ebe7ee linkedhnked withwithcertalllwithcertaincertaincertalll functionalfunctlOnafunctional-
changes

)

changes inIII the animals , he said ,

hopefully helpinghelplOg explainexplollII thethe-

populatIon
the-

populationpopulation cycle .

FieldFieldwarFieldworkworkwar\warwarISworkis\. is beingbelllg donedonc in101-
0the

in-

thethe Fairbanks area .


