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yBy WALLWALLAClWALLACEACL: M1\11\ OLSONOLSON-

InIn the process of landtlndlandselectionselectionelectioll and withdrawalwlth rJwJI there lies aa-

potentially
a-

potentiallypotentially serioussenous threat to the native heritagehentage inJI1 AlaskaAlJ ka . ScatterSCJtter-SCJtterScatter-SCJtter-

cd
Scatter-

ed
¬-

edcd throughout the State are literallyhterally thousands of prchistoricalprelustoncalprehistoricalprelustoncal-
sites

prehistorical-
sitessites whichwl1lchwl1lcharcwhicharearearc virtuallyvlrtuJlly treasures of the cultural heritagehentage ofof-

Abskan
of-

AlaskanAlaskanAbskan Natives . As the lands are made more accessible andJndJnd-

II1dustnal
and-

industrialindustrialII1dustnal and commercial development take placeplJce , thesethe e sites areare-

gOing

are-

goinggoing to behehesenouseriouslysenou ly disturbed , if not destroyed unless prepre-pre-

cautions

¬.-

cautions are taken immediatelyimmediately-
Throughout

Immediately-
Throughout

immediately-
ThroughoutThroughout the years many of the sitesItes have already beenbeen-

pillaged
been-

pillagedpillaged , looted and destroyed by unthinkingunthlllklllg and selfish people .,

In some casesca es , unscrupulous individuals workingworkmg under the guisegUise-

of
guise-

ofofofarchaeologyarchaeology have destroyed more than they have preserved ., InIn-

other
In-

otherother instanceslIl tances , Native residents have pilferedpilferedsItessites to obtainobtamobtam-
ancient

obtain-
ancientancient artifactsarl1facts for resale to curioeUTIo dealers and other visitors .,

This on-goingongoingon-gomggomg- process has destroyed forever places and artifactsartifacts-
which

artifacts-
whichwhich are not only of academic and scientific value , but are oftenoften-often-
limes

often-
times

¬-

timeslimes the only visible remnants of the past In a sense , they areare-

non.renewable
are-

nonrenewablenon-renewablenonrenewablenon.renewablenonrenewable-. cultural treasures .

With good reason , many Native people do not want "outsidersoutsiders" "
or non-NativesnonNativesnon-NalJvesNalJves- to dig up historical11IstoTicai and prelmtoricalprel1lstoncalprehistorical sites andand-

would
and-

wouldwould prefer to have Native people workingworkmg on the reconstructionreconstructIOn-
ofof their cultural pastpas !.. However , there are only a very few trainedtrained-
Native

trained-
NativeNative archaeologists and cultural historians who might carrycarry-

out
carry-

outout excavations and research in the most profitableprof table manner .

LookingLooklllg backbackatat the past and even more recent experiences ,

unless there is some legal control with strict enforcement , afterafter-

the
after-

thethe withdrawal of lands , many places are doomed to destructiondestruction-
OnOn the national and state level , laws have been passed to insureInsure-

that
insure-

thatthat historichistonc and prehistoric sites and artifacts are protected . TheThe-

laws
The-

lawslaws are known as the "AntiquityAntiquityAnl1qulty" Acts "
.,

In view of the threat to the cultural heritage presented byby-

growth
by-

growthgrowth and expansion - industrymdustry , tourism , population expansion-expansionexpanslOn-expanslOnexpansion-
I

expanslOn-
I

expanslOn-
would

expansion-
would

-
I would likehke to submit the followingfollowmgfollowmgrecommendationsfollowingrecommendationsrecommendations for youryour-

urgent
your-

urgenturgent consideration .

1I\.. That historicalhlstoTical and prehistoncalprel1lStoTicaiprehistorical sites and artifactsarl1facts bebe-

considered

be-

consideredconsidered basically as , "sub-surface"subsubsurface" - " resourcesresou rees and , as such , bebe-

under
be-

underunder the control of the regional corporation .,

2 . That the regional corporations immediately draft a regreg-reg-

ulation
reg-

ulation
¬-

ulation similar to , or based upon , existingexistmg "AntiquitiesAntiquities" Acts "
and that they empower State and Federal law enforcement officiofficI-officI-

als

offici-

als

¬-

als to enforce the regulation ., .

3 . The basic goal of the "AntiquitiesAntiquities" Acts " has beenbe n tototopreprepre-pre-

serve
pre-

serve

¬-

serve these cultural treasures for future generations and to restrictrestnctrestnct-
pnvate

restrict-
privateprivatepnvate individualsmdividuals and collectors from personal profitprott and gamgaingam-

from
gain-

fromfrom excavating or removing these artifacts for sale . In the samesame-

manner
same-

mannermanner , each region should plan on establishing a secure regionalregiona-
lcorporation

regiona-
lcorporationcorporation make arrangementsarrangemen ts with a reputablerepu table museum withinwith1l1with1l1-

the
within-

thethe State of Alaska to preserve the items and to protect them .

4 . That regional corporations , perhaps in conjunction withwith-

State
with-

StateState and Federal agencies , set up a trainingtrainmg progrmas for NativeNative-

students
.

students who want to workworkininm archaeology , ethnohistoryethnohlstory , museummuseum-
work

museum-
workwork ( preservation and display ) ., SinceS1I1ce there are regional variationsvamtlons ,

it may be best to have three trainingtrainlllg centers,, one at each of thethe-

Regional
the-

RegionalRegional Centers of the University of Alaska


