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Senate Bill 122722 May Change Bush School System
I\ By MARGIE BAUMANBAUMAN-

Imagine

BAUMAN-

ImagineImagine your children in aa-

village
a-

villagevillage school , studyingstudymg subjectssubjects-
you

subjects-
youyou know will be usefulusefulininIn-

village
in-

villagevillage life ,. because you helped

decide what and how theythey-

should
they-

shouldshould learn .

Imagine the outdoors as theirtheir-

classroom
their-

classroomclassroom , with the childrenchildren-
studYing

children-
studyingstudying sciencescil"acescilacescieace" and mathemathe-mathe-
matics

mathe-
matics

¬-

matics by using them for sursur-¬-

vivalvlvalviva ) in the rugged lands ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska - for campingcampmg ,. huntinghunting-
and

hunting-
andand exploring .

All this and more are possiblepossible-

with
possible-

withwith the revised legislationleglsldtion bebe-bebe-

fore
be-

fore
¬-

fore lawmakers in10 Juneau this

week , in the form of SenateSenate-
Bill

Senate-
BillBill ,122122, 122 - the revised version ,

that isis-

It
is-

It
is-

ItIt was writtenwntten by villagevillage-
people

village-
peoplepeople who studiedstudiedinin10 thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage schoolssc11001s and therefore

know llieirtheir goodgoodandand bad pointspomts .

And this legislation ,. if passed ,
will standstandaa good chance ofof-

chahgmg
of-

chahgingchahgingchahgmg the course of eduedu-edu-
cation

edu-
cation

¬-

cation in the bush for a longlong-

Contln

long-

Contin( ContlnContinCOnll



Rural School System . . .
( ontlnuodContinued from pagepage 1)1)

timetunc to come .

ProbablyProbdbly the mostmmt importantImportant-
pomt

important-
pointpointpomt in111 revised SenateSenJte Bill 122122I-

S
122-

isis the( he "waiverwaiver" clause ,
n"n- whIchwhichwhIch-

would
which-

wouldwould allowaI/owaIow/ indeedII1deed encourencour-encour-
age

encour-
age

¬-

age , innovativemnovatlve teachingtedclllng methodsmethods-
which

methods-
whichwhich might teach childrenchildren-
more

children-
moremore quickly and more successsuccess-success-

fuly
success-

fully
¬-

fullyful/yfuly/ .

The legislationleglslatl n would disdis-dis-

solve
dis-

solve
¬-

solve State Operated SchoolsSchools-
and

Schools-
andand establish educational serviceservice-
areas

service-
areasareas with a boardboardofof directorsdirectors-
ofof the unorganized boroughborough-
school

borough-
schoolschool districtdlstnct.. The idea bebe-bebe-

Illnd
be-

hind
¬-

hindIllnd this is to provide the bestbest-

possible
best-

possiblepossible education by encouragencourag-encourag1-

11g

encourag-
ing

¬-

ing111g maximum publicpubhc participatparticipat-participatI-

On

¬-

ion in111 the program .

There are stillstili a number otofof-

optIOns

of-

optionsoptions open to ways of operatoperat-operatI-

l1g
operat-

ing

¬-

ingIl1g bush schools under thethe-

villdge
the-

villagevillagevilldge school boardboardsystemsystem andand-

for
and-

forfor any of these to be putpu t intoJl1into-

effect
toto-

effecteffect , the legislatureleglsatllre[ mustmut, taketake-

the
take-

thethe initial111Itlal step .

But basically , the problemproblem-
has

problem-
hashas been too many experts .

or so-calledsocalledsa-calledsa-- experts , telling vilvIl-vIlvIl-

lage

vil-

lage

¬-

lage residents what is bestbe t forfor-

them
for-

themthem .

A group of ruralrurdl AlaskaAIJskd NaNa-Na-

tives
Na-

tives

¬-

tives who helped produceproduce-
the

produce-
thethe revised educationedUCdllOn bill , putput-

It

put-

itit like[ Ike this-thisthis-

"Each
this-

"Each

-'

"EachEach" of01 usu could writewnte a.II..-
Ibook

a-

bookbookbookonon experts who thoughtthought-
they

thought-
theythey know better thanthdn localloca-
lpeope

local-

peoplepeoplepeope! The experlsexperbexperts have provenproven-

wrongwrong.rungrung. time afteralter timetllne alter.lIterlIterafter. timetillie ,

with.IthIth. disastrousd"ddd" troU\troUtroUcon\ consequencesconsequences-
"But

conconsequences-
"But

equellce
"ButBut" it issI notnut the expertscxperhcxperh-

who
experts-

whowho havehJve to live with the conwn-wncon-wn-
seque1ce

con-

sequences
¬-

sequencesseque1ce! ol01of theirI'leirIleir' rnistjkesJJlI\tJJ.e\JJlItJJ.eJJlItJJ.etJJemistakesJJlItJJ.e-
II

mistakes-
it

\ . \
itII isI ' the locallocdl peoplepeople-

"In
people-

"In"InIn" [ n the fieldheldheldotfieldofofot educatione uLdllon ,

outsideoUbldc expertsexpert havehdve madeI11dde , anddnJdnJ-

arc
and-

arearearc continuing tolL1 nukem.lkemlkemake. , thethe-

same
the-

samesame kind olof mistakesmlldk, " ,1\,11es,1the<
,is\ thethe-

hou
the-

housinghousinghou l11g authoritiesauthontle and physicalphYphysical-

engineers
lcallcal-

engll1eersengineersengll1eers and for the sameSdmeSdme-
rea

same-

reasonsreasonsrea ons
reasons"Weons"We

"WeWe" have been very patientpdtlentpdtlent-
We

patient-
WeWe have satdl back yearyeH: alteraftl'raftlrafteraftl'r-

year
after-

year
'

year and allowed mistakesml\ta"cmlta"ctac\ " , to bebe-

Imposed
be-

imposedimposed on us whichwlllch we knewknew-

were
knew-

werewere mistakesI1mtakes ,. butbu t were powerpower-power-
less

power-
less

¬-

less to jlter.literliteralter. .. Our patiencepdtlence
.

,.

however , isb growing thinthlll ,
"' theIheIhe-

buh
the-

bushbushbu\hbuh\ groupgroupdlgroupsaidsaidsaid-

What
\dldlsaid-

What
\

WhatWhdt the bushbuhbuheduLdtlonbusheducation, educationeduLdtloneduLdtlon-
LdUlU

educationL-

JUIUSLJUCUSLdUlU\LdUlULJUIUSLdUlUdk\ asksdk, is" thisthlthis-
I

'
1I LocalLocdlLocdllOlltrolLocalcontrolcontrollOlltrol over anydnydny-

local
any-

locallocal educationaledu Jtlondl programspr ,> grdm , inIn-

pldnrlll1g

in-

planningplanningpldnrlll1g andarid decisiondecl lon makingmdklllg
2 AuthorityAuthonty lorfor eachedch villagevilldgevilldge-

to
village-

toto developdevelopItsits own educationaleducdtlondeducational-
policy

!

policypohcy , personnel and programprogr .1m1m.
3 Put representativesrepresentatIve, fromIronstIrons-

cacti
romrom-

eacheachcacti village on districtdlstnct educationeducation-
bOJrds

education-
boardsboardsbOJrds , not on a.II. oneune manman-

one
man-

oneone vote basesbdses , but on a per vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage

¬-

lage , since the needsneed" , peculiarpecuhar-pecuharpeculiar-pecuhar-
Itles

peculiar-
ities

¬-

itiesItles andandreqUirementandrequirementsrequirementsreqUirement ol01of eachcactieach-

village
cacti-

villagevillage are sufficientlysutl clently uniqueunique-
toto require individualIIIdlvldual representa-representarepreend-repreendrepresenta-
lon

repreendI-
on

representa-
ion

, ! -

lonIon
4 Give localloca[ schoolcllOOI, boardsbOJrdboards-

thethe chance to take on comcom-com-

pletc
com-

plete
¬-

pletepletc autonomy for local dede-dede-

ciSIOns

de-

cisions

¬-

cisions and additionaladditionalspecificspecificpeclficspecific-

responsibilities
peclfic-

responslbaltllesresponsibilitiesresponslbaltlles as theyIhey request
5 . Provide a minimummll1lmUm ofofanyanyany-

statewide
any-

statewidestatewide rules andandregulationsregulationsregulations-
with

regulations-
withwith powerspower over local school

boardsbOdrdshoards , to allow plentyplentyotplentyofotofot-

flexibility
of-

flexibilityflexibility forlor localIncal self-deterselfdeterself.deterselfdeterself.deter1-

11111Jtlon

selfdeter-
urination

-.

nim.itnimit111111Jtlonurination. ion andJnd program design .

StateSlate Senator John SackedSackettSackett-
of

Sackett-
ofof Galena , writingwnt1l1g about thethe-

educdt
the-

educationeducationeducdt Ion legislationlegl [ atlOn recentlyrecenrecently-

in

IlyIly-

IIIinIII All-AlaskaAllAlaska- Weekly , olfereiloflereofferedoffered-

thisthistillS priorityprllmty scheduleschedul-
eI1I.. 1973 - Service areatredtred-

created
area-

created
:

created forfot those desiringdeslnng themthem-

this
them-

thisthis year..

2 . 1974 TransitionalTrdnTransitional-
period

ltlOl1,11ltlOl111ltlOl1,1-

1penod

,

periodpenod for remainderremJl11der olojof serviceservice-

aredS

service-
areasareasaredS desired.coupleddesiredcoupleddeslfedcoupJeddeslfedcoupJedwIthdesiredcoupledwith., withwIthInteninteninten-inten-

sive

¬.-

siveslve trainingtramll1gtramll1gontrainingonon allalldspectallaspectsaspectsdspect, olotofot-

administratIOn
of-

administrationadministration andandschoolschool boardbDJrdbDJrd-

responslblhtles
board-

responsibilitiesresponsibilitiesresponslblhtles .

3 1975 School notrottrot-

wanting
!(

wantingwantll1g service area wouldwouldrerere-rere-

turn
re-

turn
¬-

turn to the department olotofot-

education
of-

educationeducation anddn SOS would behebe-

dissolved
he-

dissolveddissolved Init ) addition , I bebe-bebe-

heve
be-

lieve
¬-

lieveheve that alterafter.ItIt. ter oneonc yearyeM add-

school
a-

schoolschool district should havehdve thethe-

option
the-

optionoption of localhJCdlocalcontrol! controlcontrolitifatit it isIis-

desireddesired ,
" SackettSdckett wrote .

SackedSackett noted thatthJt fundingfunding-
tor

funding-
forfortor these schoolsschouls could behebe-

designed
he-

designeddesigneddesignedsJmJIJrlydesignedsimilarlysimilarlysJmJIJrly to our existingeXIexisting-
public

lInglIng-
publtcpublicpubltc foundationfounddtlOn act whichwludlwludl-

guarantees
which-

guaranteesguarantees every school districtdl\tnctdltnctdltnct-
a

district-
a

\
a certaincertall1 amountJmount ofofmoneymoney perper-

pupIL
per-

pupilpupil
pupILThe.

The revisedrevisedactact provides all.IIIIII.II-

Ithe

all-

the
.

the optionsoptrons mentioned by thethe-

rural
the-

ruralrural education caucuscaucu ItI t wouldwould-

give

would-

givegive local communitycommurllty schoolchDolschool-

hoards
chDol-

bo.lrdboardsbo.lrd\bo.lrdhoardsbo.lrdthe. \ the same powerspLwer) anddnddnd-

dutle
and-

dutiesdutiesdutle as citycityoror boroughboroughslhooschoolslhooschool-

district
!

districtdl\tnctdltnct\ boardsbOdrds , alongdlong with thethe-

option
the-

optionoption otof contractingcontrjctlngcontractingcontrjctlngwithcontractingwithwith existeXI\t-eXItexist-eXIt-

Ing

exist-

ing
\ ¬-

ing city or boroughboroughschoolschoolschool-

districts
Li1l> ol

districtslstrtCl or privatepnVdte corporationscorpordtlolhcorpordtlolh-
to

corporations-
toto provide'anyprovideanyprovlde'dnyprovldednyprovlde'dnyorprovide'anyor' or allalleduCdtlundalleducationaleducationaleduCdtlundeduCdtlunde-

rvILC
educational-

services
,

services\ervILC\ervILC\ervILCo\ to! o their childrenchildren-
Ihe

children-
IIheI helie revised billball callscall torlorfor ihethethe-

leglldture
[ lielie-

legislaturelegislaturelegl\ldtureleglldture\ to(00( tundfund thetile educaeduca-eeduca-

tional
uL.I-uL.IuL.-

Itlonal
. ¬-

tionaltlonaltionalserviceserviceervlce areasJredS anddnd thethe-

urlorgdl1led
the-

tnlorgantiedunorgam/cdunorgamcdurlorgdl1l/edurlorgdl1ledtnlorgantied/ boroughbOflughbOflughchoolboroughschuul) school\choolchoolschuulschuul-

district
\chool-

dlstnctdistrictdlstnct ( that is , Ihethe presentpre> ent slateslate-

operated
tdtetdte-

operatedoperatedoperatedchooloperatedschoolschool\choolchool\ district )

The revised bill would propro-pro-

vide
pro-

vide
-¬-

vide $2,5002500$ , forlor eachcdcheachschoolcdch.school-schoolschool.school-. .school-

bOdrd

school-

boardboardbOdrdbOdrdandboardandand 510,000510000$10,00010000$ , lorlOffor eachedchedch-

servIce

each-

serviceservice areadrea board to organorglIll/eorglIlleorganizeorglIlle-
dnd

organize-

and
, i/eie/anddnd developdevelup programsprogrd01s LachLJchLJchI-

OCdl

Lach-

locallocalIOCdl school boardboardoror service-serviceervlLeservice-

area
service-

area
ervlLe-

.IIeJ

-

area.IIeJIIeJ. boardIJOJrdIJOJrdwouldboardwouldwould haveItdve thethetYsay\tYtYsay-

as
\ ,

as.1\.1..1to\ to how thoseIhme moniesmlue() wouldwuuldwuuld-

be
would-

hebehe spentpen tt-

PrcdOmlliJICIPredominately
spentPredominately
PrcdOmlliJICI } NativeNdl1Vl' Com( orn-ornsim-simornI-

11UI1ltle

sim-

munrues

¬-

munitiesI11UI1ltlemunrues , lorfor exampleeXlmple, , mightmight-

W.wt

might-

wantwantW.wtWwt. their lundslund\lundfundslundcontrdcted\ contractedcontrdcted loIIItoIII-

the
to-

thethe regionalreglorldlreglorldlnativeregionalnativenative associationas\OllatlonasOllatlonasslictatiunasOllatlon1-
1m

asslictatiun-
this

\
this11m is one optionoption-

Just
option-

Just
option-

JustJust what the finalt l1al bill toto-

corne
to-

comecomecorne out otof the legislaturelegl ldture willwill-

be

will-

bebe is" beingbemg decideddecldecidedined inIII JuneauJuneau-

What

Juneau-

WhatWhat is the purpose ofofallallall-

tillS

all-

thisthistillS work ?'? PerhapsPerltdP' bush eduedu-edu-

catIOn

edu-

cation

¬-

cation caucuscaucu member RobertRobert-
Clark

Robert-
ClarkClarkClarkofolof Clark'sClarksClark\Clark'lark'slarksClarkPOInt( ' '\ Point summedsummed-
Itit uptip bestbet, inIII a report to thethe'eeg-

llegislators.egislatorsegislators'-

eegl
e-

egl'
,. lator ,

.

"TheThe" goal should be to prepre-pre-

pare
pre-

pare

¬-

pare each and every student toto-

live

to-

livelive whatever lifehfc helie ultimatleyultlmJtleyultlmJtley-
chooses

ultimatley-
chooseschooses totolive'iveivelive' Any of thethe-

western

the-

westernwestern education thatthJt is ( andand-

should

and-

shouldshould be ) in111 the rural schoolschool-

should

school-

shouldshould bepehe from the villages anddnddnd-

the

and-

thethe peoples ' standpointstandpoll1l..


