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WRONG ENROLLMENT FORM
Scores ofAlaska NativesNatives-

May

Natives-

MayMay Have EnrolledEnrolledononon-

Wrong
on-

WrongWrong Claims FormFormB-
yBy JACQUELINE GLASGOWGLASGOW-

Staff
GLASGOW-

StaffStaff WriterWriter-

With

Writer-

WithWith only sixteensix teen days left before final deadline forfor-
enrollment

for-
enrollmentenrollment in the AlaskaAla"kaAlaka" Native Land ClaimsClaim'iClaimi' Settlement ,

it appears that scores of AlaskaAla'ikaAlaika' natives may have enrolledenrolled-
onon the wrong formsfonns . '.-

The formfonn in nuestionquestion waswa " putnutIut) out in 1970 and 1971
prior loto the finalf nJI settlementelliement byby-

the
by-

thethe AlaskaAld ka FederationFederJllon olotof NativesNJtlveNatives-

ItIt was designeddeslgl ed to enlistenl , ! memmem-mem-

berslllp
mem-

bership
¬-

bershipberslllp inm thethe AFNAfIAf-AfAFNand- \II'\IJndandJndJndJlsoandalsoalsoJlso toto-

dctermme
to-

determinedeterminedctermme approximatelyJpproxltnJtely howhow-

many
how-

manymany AlaskaAIJska Natives would bebe-

recelvmg

be-

receivingreceivingrecelvmg benefitsbenet h undertinder thethe-

Act
the-

ActAct
ActThe

The comusioncontusioncom uSlon arose becausebeeaubecause-

the
,ee-

thethe form was headedheadedwIthwith thethe-

tJtle
the-

titletitletJtletitle"ENROLLMENT-- "ENROLLMENT"- ENROLLMENTE- NROLLMENT-- "ENROLLMENT"- ENROLLMENTE- NROLLMENT- "ENROLLMENROLLM" ENT FORM "
It has spaces for name , addressaddres. ,

etcete , andandaskedasked the applicantappliantappli ant toto-

state
to-

statestate whether he was Eskimof.sklmofsklmo. ,

Indian , or Aleut , andacidandwhatacidwhatwhat perper-

centage
per-

centagecentage The applicantJpplJcJnt wasWIwas-

asked
,

askeda ked to sendsendininm a dollardollJr if heliehe-

had
lie-

hadhadhadItit , but if not , was told thethe-

applicatIon
the-

applicationapplication would be acceptedaccepted-
anywdY

accepted-
anywayanywayanywdY
anywayHundredsanywdYHundreds

Hundreds and hundreds ofof-

AIJska
of-

AlaskaAlaskaAIJska natives "enrolledenrolled" "
, bebe-bebe-

lievmg
be-

lieving
¬-

lievinglievmg they were enrolling lorforfor-

land
for-

landland claims The forms werewere-

scattered
were-

scatteredscattered widely for distributiondistributIOn-
throughout

distribution-
throughoutthroughout the state , goinggomg toto-

many
to-

manymany native organizationsorgamzatlons .

Even as late as a monthmunth ago .,

the erroneous formsform, wereWl'reWlre' beingbemgbemg-

nmtJkenly
being-

mistakenlymistakenlynmtJkenly handedhandedoutout inIII some10l11esonic10l11-
eplJces

sonic-
placesplacesplJces asa official enrollmentenrollment-
fmms

enrollment-
formsformsfmms ,. but the majorityn1.lJorityn1lJority. werewer-
et

were-
filledfilledtlledoutfilledoutlled out in111 1971 andJnd mailedmlIledmailedin, in11!in-

tolo10to the AFNAf-NAfNAFN-

Due
AfN-

Due
AFN-

Due
-

Due to internalIOlallJI difficultiesdddifficulties-
within

' cultle
withinwlthm the troubled AFN ,. heretherethere-

may
there-

may
(

may be some difficultydlftcultydlftculty in11! tractrac-trac-

ing

¬.-

ing down all the recordsre ords andand-

files
and-

filesfiles relatingrelatmg to the AFNArN EnEn-EnEn-

rollment
En-

rollment
¬-

rollment New Executivelxecutlve: DiDI-DIDI-

rector
Di-

rector
¬-

rector John10hn Shively hadhJdhJdnohadnonono-

knowledge
no-

knowledgeknowledge of the mix-upmixup- untiluntil-

late
until-

latelate FridayFnddYFriday-

"I
FnddY-

"J"II"JJ"JWJS"" 11waswasWJS completely unawareunJWJre ofof-

the
of-

thethe situation ,
" said ShivelySIlIvcly ,

"ButBut" we will now makemJke everyevery-

effort
every-

efforteffort to searchsearchoutout the formsforms-

and
forms-

andand notifynottly people "
Later inm the daydJY , Shively hadIwJIwJ-

been
had-

beenbeen able to determinedetermme thatthat-

several
that-

severalseveral boxes of the forms hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen turnedturnedoverover to the EnrollEnroll-Enroll-

ment
¬.-

ment Office for cross-checkingcrosscheckingcrocrosschecking-
and

s-cheekllJgscheekllJgscheekllJg-
and

-

andreapplicatIOnand reapphcationreapplicatIOn
reapphcationContinuedreapplicatIOnConllnuedreapplicationContinued

( ContinuedConllnued on page 6)6)



Enrollment FormWrong . . .
( Continued from papagee 1)1))

Whether more boxes exist isI-
Snot

is-

notnot known and "Everybody'sEverybodys"Everybody's-
unclear

"Everybody's-
unclear

" '

unclear on what was done withwith-

those
with-

thosethose were turned over afterafter-

they
after-

theythey were supposedly crosscross-cross-

checked
cross-

checked
¬-

checked ," Shively added .

In addition to making everyevery-

effort
every-

efforteffort to locate[ ocate the completecomplete-
files

complete-
filesfiles and notify applicants theythey-

must
they-

mustmust reapply with the officialofficial-

BIA
official-

BIABIA Enrollment Office , AFNAFN-

said
AFN-

saidsaid they would take tltethetlte-

position
the-

position
( lie

position that mIn the event thetltetlt-
ef

the-

filesfileslesf are not locatedloca ted in time toto-

meet
to-

meetmeet the deadlinedeadhne , AFN willwil-

lpetitIon
wil-

lpetitionpetition the Department of thethe-

Intenor
the-

InteriorInteriorIntenor to accept the AFN formform-

as
form-

asas a preliminaryprelIm1l1ary form for enen-enen-

rollment
en-

rollment
¬-

rollment , signifyingslgl11fYlllg "intentintent"mtentmtent" toto-

apply
to-

applyapplyappealEnrollment" with full rightnght ofofappealappeal
Enrollment CoordinatorCoordmator JohnJohn-

Hope
John-

HopeHope in Anchorage said hishis-

office
his-

officeoffice was aware that there hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen some mix-upmixup- over thethe-

forms
the-

formsforms and helie added that therethere-

has
there-

hashas been a similarslmlar[ confusion inmm-

southeast
in-

southeastsoutheast Alaska over the Thngit-ThngitTll/1glt-Tll1gltTlingit-TlingitThngit-

Haida
Tll1glt-

Balda
Tlingit-

Haida / -

HaidaBalda enrollment .
.

Many persons who enrolledenrolled-
for

enrolled-
forfor the Tlmgit-HaidaTlmgitHaidaThnglt-HaldaThngltHaldaTlingit-HaidaTlingit- settlementsettlement-
which

settlement-
whichwhich pre-datedpredated- the all-AlaskaallAlaskaallAlaska-
settlement

allAlaska-
settlement

-

settlement believed that they ,

too , were officially enrolled forfor-

all
for-

allall benefits under the later Act..

Hope called attention tottoto-

another

%

another criticalcntica [ problem facingf.acingf.acing-

the
facing-

the
.

the Enrollment Office in thethe-

short
the-

shortshort space of timelime remainingremaln1l1g .

With 71,008710087 [ ,008008, Alaska Natives enen-enen-

rolled
en-

rolled
¬-

rolled as of February 25 , 1973973[ ,

processors are encounteringencountenngencountenng-
many

encountering-
manymany , many forms that are inin-inin-

complete
in-

complete

¬-

complete , either because of anan-

error
an-

errorerror or a missingmlss1l1g fact..

"InIn" many cases ,
" said Hope ,

"wewe" don'tdont' have all the inforinfor-infor-

mation
infor-

mation
¬-

mation we need to process thethe-

form
the-

formform . ThereTherpThem, may be only oneone-
or

one-
oror two items missingmlssmg , but wewe-

have
we-

havehave to pull the whole formform-

and
form-

andand then to locate[ ocate thetry apap-apap-

phcant
ap-

plicant
-¬-

plicantphcant.. UntilUntIlwewe do , they areare-

not
are-

notnot enrolled . The problem isI-
Sthat

is-

thatthat many of the people movemove-
and

move-
andand failfali to notify us . "

Unfortunately , in nearly allall-

rural
all-

ruralruralruralareasareas , there are no longerlonger-

any
longer-

anyany local enumerators availableavailable-

toto help people correct forms oror-

to
or-

toto reapply . They must do it byby-

mad
by-

mailmailmad or come into a8 larger area .

Fairbanks has no enumerator..

There is one woman who isI-
Stemporanly

is-

temporarilytemporarilytemporanly in111 charge of enen-enen-

rollment
¬.-

rollment , IffsheIfshe[ f she is out of thethe-

office
the-

officeoffice , an applicant is told thatthat-

no
that-

nono one else can helphep[ themthem-

Enrollment

them-

EnrollmentEnrollment in111 the FairbanksFairbanks-
BIA

Fairbanks-
BIABIA office was relegated to soso-

ul1lmportant
so-

unimportantunimportantul1lmportant a position that thethe-

sWItchboard
the-

switchboardswitchboardsWItchboardoperatoroperator did notnot-

know
not-

knowknow what itII was and connectedconnected-
aa phone inquiry to the educationeducatIOn-

department
education-

departmentdepartment , thinkingtlunking the callercaller-

meant
caller-

meantmeant school enrollmentenroJlment .

Fairbanks has one seriouseriowseriow-
problem

seriou-
problemproblem with a large group oojoj-

applicants
o-

applicantsapplicants whose forms have apap-apap-
parently

aa-

parently
-

. parently been lost by the BIABIA-
Early

..

Earlygroupknowngrouknownin the enrollmentenroJlment , a groupgrou p
known as the Interior EskimoEskimo-
Association

Eskimo-
Association

0
Association , Inc . enrolledenrol/edenroledenroledWithenrolledwith/ withWith-
the

with-
thethe help ofofanan official enumeratenumerat-enumerat-
or

¬-

or fromnomftom the enrollment office .

The Interior Eskimos areare-

compnsed
are-

comprisedcomprisedcompnsed of Eskimo peoplepeople-
who

people-
whowho are livingIIvmg inm the urban areaarea-
of

area-
ofof FairbanksFaJrbanks However , manymany-
of

many-
ofof them wished to enroll backback-
to

back-
toto Eskimo home villages .

The enumerator , who hadhad-
only

had-
onlyonly recently completedcompletedaa briefbnefbnef-
traml1g

brief-

trainingtrainingtraml/1gtraml1g/ periodpenod in the technicaltechnical-technical-
Ities

technical-
ities

¬-

ities ofofenrollmentenrollment , misinformedmlsll1formedmlsll1formed-
the

misinformed-
thethe group on an importantImportant-
pomt

important-
pointpointpomt They were told that ala-aa-

though
al-alal-

though

[ ¬-

though they could enroll themthem-them-

selves
them-

selves
¬-

selves back to Barrow , for exex-exex-

ample
ex-

ample
¬-

ample , they must enroll theirtheIr-

clllidren
their-

childrenchildrenclllidren in111 the FairbanksFaubanks areadreaarea-

Alfreda
drea-

Alfredd
area-

AlfredaAlfredaAlfredd KushidaKusillda , spokesmanspokesman-
forfor the group , said that manymanyofofof-

them
of-

themthem were unhappy about thistIllStIllS-

and
this-

andand eventually wrote letters toto-

Anchorage
to-

AnchorageAnchorage and Juneau and disdis-dis-

covered
dis-

covered
¬-

covered that they had been mismis-mis-

mformed
mis-

informed
¬-

informedmformed by the officials . TheyThey-

COULD
They-

COULDCOULD enroll their children asas-

well
as-

wellwell as themselves to their homehome-

villages
home-

villagesvillages .

AllAllofof the forms of thethe-

Interior
the-

InteriorInterior Eskimo Association , IncI ne .

people were pulled for re-rere-

exammation

re-

exammatlOn

re-

examination

-

exammationexammatlOnexamination and an Eskimo wowa-wawo-wa-

man

wo-

man

-¬

man , Mable Peterson , was hiredhired-

to
hired-

toto assist in111 makingmakmg reapplication .

However , many of the people ,

had moved and in the time forfor-

which
for-

whichwhich she was hiredImed , it waswas-

ImpossIble
was-

impossibleimpossible to findf1l1d and notifnOllfnotify; allall-

the
all-

thethe people who had originallyong1l1allyong1l1ally-

filed
originally-

filedfiled .

She completedcompletedallall of thethe-

forms
the-

formsforms of people stillsllll inm thethe-

Fairbanks
the-

FairbanksFairbanks area and those sheshe-

was
she-

waswas able to reach .

The day her job expired , sheshe-

conferred
she-

conferredconferred with her superiorsupenor onon-

what
on-

whatwhat to do about those whowho-

had
who-

hadhad not been contacted , andand-

was
and-

waswas told to leave the forms onon-

the
on-

thethe desk . When she last sawsaw-

them
saw-

themthem , that is where theytheywerewere .

Months later , someonesomeone-
thought

someone-
thoughtthought to check and see if thethe-

names
the-

namesnames ofofallall the Interior EskimoEskimo-

Association
Eskimo-

AssociationAssociation , Inc'ncnc' . people hadhad-

been
had-

beenbeen reprocessed . The master ,

up-to-dateuptodateup-ta-dateta--- -- IBM print out sheetsheet-

from
sheet-

fromfrom the Anchorage EnrollmentEnrollment-
Office

Enrollment-
OfficeOffice was checked .

MissingMI smg were the names ofof-
all

of-
allall thosetho e whosewho e applicationsdpplilatlunapplications-
were

;

were part of the group left[ efteftunonunun-

the
on-

thethe desk To date , all of thesethese-

applIcal10ns
these-

applicationsapplicationsapplIcal10ns have!1dve stillstili not beenbeen-

found
been-

foundfoundfoundandand reentered .

Their original applicationsapplicaapplications-
were

tlonstlons-
werewere filedledf in111 goo'dgoodgo 'd faith andandininmm-

error
in-

errorerror only by virtue ofofmismismis-mis-
mformatlOn

mis-
information

¬-

informationmformatlOn on the part of thethe-

BIA
the-

BIABIA . Ms . Kushida said ihethe

s> ., situation raises the questionquestion-
r

question-
ffr what happens when an applicaapplica-applica-

tion
applica-

tion
¬-

tion is lost by the EnrollmentEnrollment-
Office

Enrollment-
OfficeOffice , either by the enumerator ,

I dropped behind a fileme cabinet ,
I or misplacedmisplacedonon the wrong desk .

The applicant receives nono-
carbon

no-
carboncarbon copy to document thethe-

fact
the-

factfact that helie has , indeedmdeed , subsub-subsub-
mItted

sub-

mitted
-¬-

mitted application .

Two men were sent up fromfrom-

Anchorage
from-

AnchorageAnchorage office to investigate1I1vestlgate1I1vestlgate-
the

investigate-
thethe missingmissmg forms . Ms KushidaKuslllddKuslridaKusllldd-

urged
Kuslrida-

urgedurged them to "getget" on011 thethe-

radIO

the-

radioradio stations , on television , toto-

spend
to-

spendspendspendsomesome money and buy adsadads-

iin111i n the local newspapers publishpublish-pupublish-

ing
bhsh-bhshbhshI-

l1g

¬-

ingIl1g a list of the names of thosetho\ethoethoe-
they

those-

they
\

they were tryingtrymg to locate "
"ButBut" they wouldn'twouldnt' dodu it , "

she said .

In sixteenIXteen days , it maymdY behe an.InIn.In-

Impossible
an-

impossible
.

impossible taskta k to unsnarlunsnJrI thethe-

AFN
the-

AFNAFN form mix-upmixup- and to locatelocate-

all
locate-

allall the people who have filedfiled-

Incomplete
filed-

incompleteincomplete forms anclanIanc1) then disdis-dis-

appeared
dis-

appeared

¬-

appeared , with no forwardingforwarding-
add

forwarding-
addressaddressadd ress
addressJohnressJohn

John HopeBope , Enrollment CoorCuor-CuorCoor-Cuor-

d1l1ator
Coor-

dinator
¬-

dinatord1l1ator for the entirecntire operation ,

saidsaidItit doesdocs not appearappedr thatthlltthllt-

there
that-

therethere will be an extension ofof-

lime

of-

timetimelime granted . "TheThe"" 'filefile' DepartmentDepJrtmentDepJrtment-
of

Department-
ofof the Interior has taken a firmfirm-

positIon
firm-

positionposition that there will be nono-

extensIOn
no-

extensionextension of the deadlinedeadlme ""

HowFlow do you know if you'r-
e

your-
e

you'r-
e

your-
e

you'reofficiall-

y

you'r-
e

your-
e

you'reofficiall-

y'

officially enrolledenrolledandand that youryour-

form
your-

formform has the necessary informfor-mforinfor-mfor-

matlOn
infor-

mation
¬-

mationmatlOn on it and that it1\1\1hasn'thasn'thasnthasn't-
been

hasn't-
been

'
,been lost or misplaced ?

Hope said all persons enrollenroll-enroll1-

I1g

enroll-

ing

¬-

ing1I1g shouldshouldreceivereceive an eligibilityeligibility-
statement

eligibility-
statementstatement withinwlth1l1 four weeks ofof-

submlttmg
of-

submittingsubmittingsubmlttmg applicationapplica 110n . IfIfanyIfanyf anyany-any-

one
any-

one
¬-

one has NOT received confirconfconfrconfir-confir-
mation

r-rr-
matlon

¬-

mationmatlon that his form has beenbeen-

processed
been-

processedprocessed and that helie is enrollenroll-enroll-

ed
enroll-

ed
¬-

ed , he should notifynOllfy the locallocalocal-

BIA
[

BIA , the( he Enrollment Office minm-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchorage , or the regional corcor-cor-

poratIOn
cor-

poration
¬-

poration immediately .

Anyone who filed an AlaskaAlaska-

Federation
Alaska-

FederationFederation of Natives EnrollEnroll-Enroll-

ment
Enroll-

ment
¬-

mentTlmgltHaldaformTlingitHaidaformForm or a Tlmgit-HaidaTlmgitHaidaTlmglt-HaldaTlmgltHaldaTlingit-HaidaTlingit-

form , must reapply on an ofof-o-
ft

of-
ficial

¬-

ficialtcial Bureau of Indian AffairsAffaIrS-

Alaska
Affairs-

AlaskaAlaska Native Enrollment FormForm-

before
Form-

beforebefore March 30 .

Hope had no idea how manymany-
persons

many-
personspersons had submittedsubmittedapplicaapplicaapplica-applica-

tIOns

applica-

tions
¬-

tions on AFN form . The EnEn-EnEn-

rollment
En-

rollment
¬-

rollment Office movedmovedonceonceonce-

dunng
once-

duringduringdunng its operation said HopeHope-

and
Hope-

andand some files were misplacedmJmisplacedinplJced in11111-

1the

in-

thethe shuffle "We'reWere" ' stillstili findingfll1dmgfll1dmg-

orne
finding-

somesomeorne, ( AFN ) forms inm theIhe diestilestiles-

from

, desdes-

fromfrom time to time , mixedmlxcdmixedininIT1IT-

1with
in-

withwithwithornewithsomethingsomething,orne tiling else "
"TheThe" Enrollment 01Office1 ice willwill-

be
will-

bebe determiningdetermmll1g right up toto-

December
to-

DecemberDecember 313 I the eligibilityelIgIbility-

ofof applicantsapphcants ,
" liehe explainedexpldilledexpldilled-

"Thls
explained-

"This"ThisThis"ThlsThls"" is the purpose of the timetime-
between

time-
betweenbetween MarchMdrch 3030andand DecemDecem-Decem-

ber
Decem-

ber
¬-

ber 3131.. " If an applicant haslidshdlids-

justjustJUs ! a name andanddddressandaddressaddressdddress intn , hehe-

will
he-

willwill be consideredconSideredasas havinghavltlghavltlg-

made
having-

mademade application and eligibilityelIglblhtyelIglblhty-
can

eligibility-
cancan then be determineddetermined-

AnAn Alaska Native who hashdShdS-

no
has-

notnotno ! applied has only sixteenSIXsixteen-
days

lecnlecn-

ddYSdaysddYS left in111 which to do so ,

unless the Secretary of01 thethe-
I

the-

ntenor
the-

InteriorInteriorI ntenor makesmAes a judgementJudgemenjudgement-
that

tt-

thatthat the timetnne framefrdme isI ' not sut-sutsut-

ficicnt
sut-

ficient
,ut-utut-

flclent
-

ficicntflclentficient to clear up the presentprecntprecnt-
con

present-
confusions

,
confusionscon fU lOnslOns-

If
confusionsIf

IfIfanan extension is not grantedgrlIlted, ,

casesCdse, suchsuchasuch as.1\.1.1thdt. \ thatthdt ol01of the InteriorInterlurInterlur-
Eskimo

Interior-
EskimoEskimo AssociationA sociJlon! , Inc . forefore-fore-

shadow
fore-

shadow
¬-

shadow a rash ofofdWSUltSlawsuits( dWSUltS andaridand-

deluge
arid-

delugedeluge of last-minutelastminute- paperworkpaperwork-
and

paperwork-
andand protests swampingswampmg the EnEn-En-

rollment
En-

rollment
¬-

rollment Office inm Anchorage .


