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r'1r1'Past search and rescue president Walter Sampson and a team member Warren ThompsonThompson-
with

Thompson-
withwith some equipment . Larry Westlake now serves as president .

,

.
Rescue team important to Region'sRegions' health
By Bill HessHess-

Tundra
Hess-

TundraTundra TimesTimes-
Nearly

Tim iiii-
NearlyNearly two weeks have passedpassed-

since
passed-

sincesince anyone has seen threethree-
snowmachlne

three-
snowmachinesnowmachlnesnowmachine riders who leftleft-
Anaktuvuk

left-
AnaktuvukAnaktuvuk Pass for AmblAmblerr .

Walter Sampson ., past presldeptpresideptpresldept-
and

presidept-
andand still very active membermember-
of

member-
ofof the NANA Region Search aodarldaod-
Rescue

arld-
RescueRescue team ., 1Sis talking to somsomeesome-
eone

.

one in Barrow on the phone .,

lie is coordinating groundground-
search

ground-
searchsearch efforts to be taken ifif-
the

If-
thethe searchsearchandand rescue team'steamsteam's-
initial

' '

initial attempt to locate thethe-
men

the-
menmen fails . A Civil AJrAir PatrolPatrol-
authorized

.

authorized Beaver has alreadyalready-
been

already-
beenbeen dispatched to fly over thethe-
area9

the-
areaarea9area9butarea , but it is dark and badbad-
weather

bad-
weatherweather along parts oCof the routeroute-
make

route-
makemake the search difficult..

A straight line on a mapmap-
indicates

map-
indicatesindicates that the distance be .

tween Anaktuvuk Pass and Am-AmAm-

bler
-

blerbier is nearly 200 miles . Windd-

ing
Wind-WindWinddWind-

ing

-

ing their way through the ruggedrugged-
and

rugged-
andand empty Brooks Range , thethe-
snowmachiners

the-
snowmachinerssnowmachiners had futher thanthan-
that

than-
thatthat to go , but could still havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen expected to make it inin-
well

in-
wellwell before this time .,

Yet , Sampson Is not veryvery-
worried

very-
worriedworried ., MThey'reMTheyre"They'reTheyre" ' older guys ,"
he explains . "TheyThey" know how toto-
take

to-
taketake care of themselves . TheyThey-
know

They-
knowknow how to live out there ., "
Still , Sampson believes it wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe unwise to assume everythingeverything-
isis fine and wait untUuntil it wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe too btelate to do anything .,

"OurOur" only real concern is\theistheisttheisthe-
possibility

istthe-
possibility

\
possibility of0 ( 00-

an
0-

anan avalanche/avalancheavalanche-
Sampson

avalanche/,,"
Sampson says . "ItIt"Itthere"IfIf" there was fogfog-

or
fog-

oror bad weather , they could havehave-
got

have-
gotgot confused somewhere andand-
went

and-
wentwent off in the wrong direction ,

but that is not very likely ."
During the NANA RegionalRegional-

Strategy
Regional-

StrategyStrategy Conference , held justjust-
prior

just-
priorprior to the launchifiglaunching of thisthis-
latest

this-
latestlatest search effort , one of thethe-
priorities

the-
prioritiespriorities oCof the Health andand-
Human

and-
HumanHuman Services Committee'sCommitteesCommittee's-
report

Committee's-
report

'
report was to provide continuedcontinued-
support

continued-
supportsupport of the search and rescuerescue-
effort

rescue-
efforteffort for its ability not onlyonly-
to

only-
toto rescue people , but to reducereduce-
Incidents

reduce-
incidentsIncidents and increase safetysafety-
awareness

safety-
awarenessawareness .,

With few villages ., a large ,

remote area and virtually allall-
travel

all-
traveltravel done by snowmachine ,

boat , air and dogsled , there isis-
great

is-
greatgreat risk of getting lost oror-
stranded

or-
strandedstranded .

Sampson is pleased to see em .

phasis on search and restuerescue concon-
tinued

.

tinued ., and feels the effort is-
well

IsIs-

weUweUwell worth Itit.. uWe"WeWe" are the numnummnum-
mber

.

ber one search and rescue or.

ganization In the state ., tt"tthehehe-
boasts

he-
boastsboasts . "WeWe" are the best.. II-

am
I-

amam very proud of our organiza .

tlontion ! "
The boast Is not empty ; thethe-

search
the-

searchsearch and rescue team has aa-
top

a-
toptop reputation throughout thethe-
state

the-
statestate

", , and has received awardsawards-
from

awards-
fromfrom the state Legislature andand-
the

and-
thethe governor .,

"WeWe" do not work toward anyany-
type

any-
typetype of awards ,," Sampson says .

"WeWe" do this for one purpose :

to save lives ! "
They have saved lives ; somesome-

In
some-

inIn an undramatic situation likelike-
finding

like-
findingfinding a snowmachlner brokenbroken-
down

broken-
downdown in the wilderness ., in nono-
real

no-
realreal troubletrouble-yettroubleyet- .yetyet. . Sometimes ,

the rescues have been more dra-dradra-
matic

-

matic . Last year , following thethe-
Iditarod

the-
IditarodIditarod race ., an airplane dis-disdis-

appeared
dis -

appeared enroute from NomeNome-
to

Nome-
toto Ambler .

A satellite high above thethe-
earth

the-
earthearth picked up an emergencyemergency-
beacon

emergency-
beaconbeacon signal not far from thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage of SelawlckSelawick . A planeplane-
was

plane-
waswas dispatched at 4 a.mam.. . , butbut-
the

but-
thethe area was engulfed In fog ,

and flying was dangerous . TheThe-
pilot

The-
pilotpilot found a small clear areaarea-
near

area-
nearnear the wreckage and flew aa-

very
a-

veryvery tight pattern to maintainmaintain-
support

maintain-
supportsupport for people on thethe-
ground

the-
groundground .

When the wreckage was spot-spotspot-
ted

-

ted and one womanywaswQmanwoman "wafwafywas" . seenseen-
alive

seen-
alivealive , words ' ofofeofencouragementecouragementencouragementencouragement-
were

couragement-
werewere spoken to her from overover-
the

over-
thethe airplane'sairplanes' public address syssys-syssys-

'tern

-

'terntern' , "ThisThis"" gave her the will-willwill-

power
-.

power to stay alive that muchmuch-
longer

much-
longerlonger , even though the otherother-
two

other-
twotwo people in the plane hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen killed ,, " Sampson says .,

Finally ., rescuers were able toto-
reach

to-
reachreach the crash site , and thethe-
woman

the-
womanwoman was saved . The NANANANA-
Search

NANA-
SearchSearch and Rescue received aa-
Legislative

a-
LegislativeLegislative award for heroismheroism-
for

heroism-
forfor that rescue .

Sampson credits the group'sgroupsgroup's-
effectiveness

group's-
effectiveness

'
effectiveness to a high degreedegree-
of

degree-
ofof cooperation between individ-individindivid-
uals

individ-
uals

--
uals , the Alaska State Troopers ,

the fire department , the CivilCivil-

Air
Civil-

AirAir Patrol , the Army NationalNational-
Guard

National-
GuardGuard , the U.sUs.. . Air Force , thethe-
state

the-
statestate Legislature.gislature , the NationalNational-
Park

National-
ParkPark Service , U.SUS. . Fish and Wtld-WtldWild-

life and other organizations .

"WeWe" all work together ,
"" hehe-

explains
he-

explainsexplains .

When an airplane is lost ., thethe-
tab

the-
tabtab for the search operations IsIs-

picked
is-

pickedpicked up at Elmendorf AirAir-
Force

Air-
ForceForce Base . When a snowma-snowmasnowma-
chiner

snowma-
chiner

--
chiner or sOIVeonesonBone , Cnon? the-
ground

thethe-
groundground is lost ., tbethe Alaska StateState-
Troopers

State-
TroopersTroopers pay the bill . Still ,

Sampson notes , there are volun-volunvolun-
teers

-

teers who searchsearchextraextra at theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown expense , Sometimes , thethe-
search

the-
searchsearch is officially called off,
but the search and rescue mem-memmem-
bers

-

bers wUlwill continue the effort atat-
their

at-
theirtheir expense , Sampson says.,

"WeWe" do not give up untiluntil-
we

until-
wewe come up with something ,"
he explains ., "WeWe" will continuecontinue-
toto search .;" Individuals from dif-difdif-
ferent

-

ferent villages often donatedonate-
food

donate-
foodfood , equipment and fuel forfor-
the

for-
thethe search ; SamponSampson$ notes ., Lolo-lolo-
cal

-

cal air transportation comp-aniescompaniescompaniescompanies-
fly

-

fly donated goods Into a searchsearch-
area

search-
areaarea at no charge ," he a4dsadds .

"ItIt" is part of our traditiontradition-
that

tradition-
thatthat we as a people care aboutabout-
each

about-
eacheach other ; the lndividuIndividuall is partpart-
of

part-
ofof our family group . So we go

on , whether the person is deaddead-
or

dead-
oror alive .

uIf"lflfuIfwe"lfwe" we call an individualindividualatatat-
two

at-
twotwo or three In the morning ,

and it is SO50 below zero ., do youyou-
think

you-
thinkthink he will be too lazy? DoDo-
you

Do-
youyou think he will give us anair ex-exex-
cuse

ex-
cure

-

cusecure ? No I! Our' reoplpeople even leaveleave-
tHeir

leave-
thelrtHeirthelr jobs to comcome and search ! "

Sampson says that is.. whatwhat-
really

what-
reallyreally makes him proud of thethe-
volunteers

the-
volunteersvolunteers is that even if a lostlost-

person

lost-

personperson is from outside of the re-rere-
gion

re-

gion , or out of state , and no oneone-
knows

one-
knowsknows him , the same effort andand-
concern

and-
concernconcern , is 'putput' into the searchsearch-
and

search-
andand rescue .

He recalls a case where twotwo-
"floaters

two-
"floaters"floatersfloaters" "" from the Lower 4848-
disappeared

48-
disappeareddisappeared on the Noatak . AA-
very

A-
veryvery extensive search utillzingutilizingutillzing-
many

utilizing-
manymany volunteers with backupsbackups-
from

backups-
fromfrom the troopers and the Na-NaNa-
tional

Na-
tional

-

tional Guard was launched . OneOne-
of

One-
ofof the two was found ,., "WedWedkilled" byby-
aa , flash flood which sent thethe-
water

the-
waterwater IS15 feet.. over Its normalnormal-
banks

normal-
banksbanks . The other man could notnot-
beJ

not-
bebeJbe locatedated _.

ThTherere are volunteers in everyevery-
village

every-
villagevillage ., and there is equipmentequipment-
forfor every village . Seven pilots

.

are checked out .wlthwlthwith.
the CivilCivil-

Air
Civil-

AirAir Patrol to fly the Beaver ., andand-
other

and-
otherother pilots wi11will fly theIr ownown-
small

own-
smallsmall planes . There are snowma .

chines and sleds for every viivil .
lage ., and other volunteers useuse-
their

use-
theirtheir own .,

They go out In pairspain , in casecase-
one

.
one snowmachine should brebreakbreak-
down

kkd-
owndown . Typically , If a rescue ef"

fort is underway , volunteersvolunteers-
from

volunteers-
fromfrom the nearest villages will-
join

willwill-
joinjoin in the search . The organiza-organizaorganiza-
tion

organiza-
tion

--
tion recently acquired a 2S.foot2Sfoot25-foot25foot2S.foot-
boat

25foot-
boat

.-
boat with two ISO150 horsepowerhorsepower-
outboard'motors

horsepower-
outboardoutboard'motorsoutboardmotorsoutboard '

motors from the state.,
as well as funding for severalseveral-
smaller.river

several-
smaller.riversmaller.riversmallerriver. boats .

They hope to h'avehave' 1theseese byby-
Spring

by-
SpringSpring . They are also buildingbuilding-
emergency

building-
emergencyemergency shelters throughoutthroughou-
ttIe

throughout-
thetIethe) region , and stakfngstaking trails .

AndAiid whatever became of thethe-
lost

the-
lostlost snowmachiners traveling'totravelingtotraveling'to-
Ambler

traveling ' toto-
AmblerAmbler ? A group of volunvolunteersvolunteers-
from

eerseers-
fromfrom Ambler wentwent up the traUtrailtraU-

and
trail-

andand found them .inin. fine ccondi-condicondi-
tion

ndi-ndindi-
tlon

-

tlontion wherwhere they were-wereweren- nnott
,
lostlost-

at
lost-

atat aUall but had only stopped toto-
do

to-
dodo some trapping .

Next time , the situation "maymay"may-

be

"may-
bebe more dangerous .


