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Pegge 'BegichBegich'

Pegge Begich tests congressional chances .

'

Pegge Begich ., Anchorage bus .

1I1csswomanuicsswoman and widow of AlasAlas-Alas-

ka's

.-

ka'skas' late Congressman Nick Be .

gichBich , has fonnedformed a committeecommittee-
toto explore her potential candidcandid-candid-
acy

.-

acy for Alaska'sAlaskas' lone seat inin-

the
in-

thethe U.SUS. . House of RepresentaRepresenta-Representa-
tives

-.
tives .

"ThereThere" are three reasons whywh-
yI

whya-

mI amam t0rl111ngtormmng tlusthis E.xploratoryExploratoryE.xploratory-
Committee

Exploratory-
Committee

.
Committee ,

" Begich said . "FirstFirst" ,

to travel around the state durodur-durduro-

ing
dur-

ing
-

ing the coming weeks to talktalk-
with

talk-
withwith people about the issuesissues-

and
issues-

andand my potential candidacy .

Second , to develop a statewidestatewide-
campaign

statewide-
campaigncampaign committee , andand-

third
and-

thirdthird ., to find out if I will bebe-

able
be-

ableable to raise the amount ofof-
money

of-
moneymoney it will taketaka to beat DonDon-

Young
Don-

Young
. ,"Young .,

Named to the Begich for ConCon-Con-

gress

.-

gress Exploratory CommitteeCommittee-
were

Committee-
werewere : Dave Walsh , Anch6rageAnchtSrage ;

Jan Ackerman , Fairbanks ; BrenBren-.-

da Johnson , Nome ; MargaretMargaret-

Ritchie
Margaret-

RitchieRitchie , Juneau ; AIAl BarfoneBaffone ,

A11chorageA1chorage; ; Claire Lc ErlingErling-
Strand

Erling-
StrandStrand , Petersburg ; Jane Angvik ,

AnchoragAnchorages ; Kay Bills , Sutton ;

NonnaNorma Lang , Juneau ; Jan McMc-Mc-

Crimmon

.-

Crimmon and Jim McGuire fromfrom-
Eagle

from-
EagleEagle River ; Hank Harrison ,

Girdwood ; BiUBill Parker , AnchorAnchor-Anchor-
age

.-

age ; and Gary AckennanAckerman , Fair-FairFair-
banks

Fair-
banks

-

banks . Additional names will be

announced later .,

"DonDon" Young has not beenbeen-
an

been-
anan effective Congressman , "

Begich stated ., "AlaskansAlaskans" deservedeserve-
toto hhaveve a representative who willwill-
be

will-
bebe there to vote . You can'tcantcan't-
represent

can't-
represent

'

represent anyone if you aren'tarentaren't-
there

aren't-
there

'

there ., " Begich added , "AA" lotlot-
of

lot-
ofof people have asked me to run .

BUlBut , btfulebefute I mefile , I want mymy-
family

my-
familyfamily , friends and supporters toto-
know

to-
knowknow that I1 will be the candicandi-candi-
date

-.
date that can win ."

"ThisThis" is the year Don YoungYoung-
can

Young-
cancan be beat ," Begich continued .

"HisHis" poor reputation on CapitoCapitolCapitol-
hill

)

Hill , his unacceptable attendanceattendance-
record

attendance-
recordrecord ., and his ineffectivenessineffectiveness-
have

ineffectiveness-
havehave combined into a recordrecord-
that

record-
thatthat Alaskans can no longerlongcr toltol-toltol-
erate

.-

erate . It'sIts' time for a change .
"

Two Anchorage Democrats ,

lawyer Tom Dahl and managemanage-manage-
ment

.-

ment consultant Ronald Mallott ,

have officfal1yofficially entered the race .

Republican George Johnston , anan-
Anchorage

an-
AnchorageAnchorage computer program-programprogram-
mer

program-
mer

-

mer , also has officially filed withwith-
the

with-
thethe commission .,

Pegge Begich wawas$ born in StSt..

Cloud , Minnesota on April 21 ,

1938 , the middle
.

child of five

children .

She graduated from St . CloudCloud-
Technical

Cloud-
TechnicalTechnical High School in 1956 .

111atThat same year she came northnorth-
asas the new bride of Nick egichBegich ,

a school administrator for thethe-
Nick

the-
NickNick BegichBegicli was first electedelected-

toto the State Senate in 19621962-
and

1962-
andand ervedserved two tennsterms . In 1970 .,

he was elected to Alaska'sAlaskas' lonelone-
seat

lone-
seatseat in the U.SUS. . Housedouse of Repre-RepreRepre-
sentatives

Repre-
sentatives

--
sentatives . TIleThe family moved toto-
Washington

to-
WashingtonWashington D.CDC. . and becamebecame-
very

became-
veryvery involved in the work of reprep-rep-

resenting

.-

resenting Alaska . Mrs . Begich bebe-bebe-

came

.-

came active in the DemocraticDemocratic-
Women's

Democratic-
Women'sWomen'sWomens' Forum and the Con .

gresslonalgressional Wives Club .

Congressman Begich was killedkilled-
in

killed-
inin a 1972 plane accident whilewhile-
campaigning

while-
campaigningcampaigning for re-electionreelection-- . TheThe-
family

The-
familyfamily returned to Alaska to bebe-bebe-

gin

.-

gin rebuilding their lives withwith-
Pegge

with-
PeggePegge now a widow and the solesole-
support

sole-
supportsupport of her 6 children .

Pegge continued to run BegichBegich-

Construction
Begich-

ConstructionConstruction , which dealt inin-

apartment
in-

apartmentapartment rentals , construction ,

and real estate investments . SheShe-

also
She-

alsoalso became more active inin-
community

in-
communitycommunity and volunteer organ-organ-.

izations . She served as a membermember-
uf

member-
ofufof the Steller HIgh School Ad-AdAd-
visoty

Ad-
visoty

-

visoty Committee ., ResidentialResidential-
Chairperson

Residential-
ChairpersonChairperson of the AnchorageAnchorage-
Cancer

Anchorage-
CancerCancer Crusade andandco.foundedandcofoundedco.foundedcofoundedco-foundedcofoundedco.founded-
the

cofounded-
the

.-

the Nick BeglchBegich Scholarship In-InIn-

tern
In-

tern
-

tern Fund .

In more recent years , she hahashas-
been

:

been a member and co-chaircochairco.chaircochair-. ofof-
the

of-
thethe Center for Alcohol and .-

Ad-
.-Ad. .A-

ddiction
Ad-AdAd-

diction
-

diction Studies at VAAUAA , a mem-memmem-

ber
mem-

ber
--

ber of the Blue Ribbon ComCom-Com-

mittee

.-

mittee on Subsistence Hunting .,

chaired the statewide 1983] 983 GuGu-GuGu-

bernatorial
-.

bernatorial Inaugural CommitteeCommittee-
forfor Governor Sheffield , and hashas-
been

has-
beenbeen involved as a boaldboayd memomem-memmemo-
ber

mem-
ber

-
ber for several businesses . SheShe-
was

She-
waswas also appointed in 1983 byby-
Mayor

by-
MayorMayor Tony Knowles to serveserve-
on

serve-
onon the new William Egan ConCon-Con-

vention

.-

vention Center Task Force .

Since 1979 , Pegge has beenbeen-

Democratic
been-

DemocraticDemocratic National Commit-CommitCommit-
teewoman

Commit-
teewoman

-

teewoman for Alaska . She is cur-curcur-
rently

cur-
rently

-

rently serving on the Arrange-ArrangeArrange-
ment

Arrange-
ment

-

ment Committee for the 19841984-

Convention
1984-

ConventionConvention in San Francisco .

This office has given her con-concon-
tinuing

con-
tinuing

-

tinuing and important connec-connecconnec-
tions

connec-
tions

--
tions with leaders across thethe-
United

the-
UnitedUnited States .


