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WhileXVWhilethe eyes off the world turntumturn totoAtlanta , Alaskans ccelebratecelebrateanlebrate anan Olympic tra-

dition

tri-

dition

tratri-tritra-tra¬-
e'dition at least as old ., }:

It is time again fofor( thekWorldtheWorld, Eskimo andd IndianIndian Olympics in FairbanksJ1airbanks , a week-

long

week-

long

week-

long

week-week-

long contest of strength , timingtiJnlngdining , agilityagilityandandandmandmentalmmentalmentalt31 ffortitudefortitudertItude . Comprised of aaanumbernumbernumber-

of

number-

ofof grueling events --- four-manfourmanfour-mmfour-mancarrytfourmancarrytfourmancarrytyearpull-n '

carryrry,
.
ear-pullearpullar-pullaryear-pullyear- , highhighgh kickldcK , Wrist-pWristpwrist-pullwristpull- ll , and knknuckleknucklekI hop ,

to name a few - the Native gamesgames were gatheredgathered'undergathered-undergatheredunder'-'underunder theth WEIO banner In thethe-

1960's

the-

1960's1960's1960s' and have been an important statewide focal pointpointof
,
of culturalculturalpridepride ever since .

But the origins of the Games stretch back into the mists of time . In vi11villagesges , sea-

sonal

sea-

sonal
seasea-¬-

sonalsonalcampscamps , at harvest celebrations and inter-tribalintertribal- trading sitessitcs; , the games helpedhelped-

bui1d

helped-

buildbuildbui1d the skills and enduranenduraneenduranceendurannecesse necessnecessaryry for arcticrctlc and sub-arciicsubarciicsub-arcticarcticsub-arcticsubarctic-- survival .

It is difficult to over-estimateoverestimate-- the positive impact that the WEIO gainesgamesgames have hadhad-

on

had-

onon hundredshundredsofof Alaska Native youthsyouthsoverover the years . From scores of large and smallsmall-

villages

small-

villagesvillages andandeveryevery major city , they have traveled to Fairbanks withwitbwitheveryevery bit of thethe-

excitement

the-

exdtementexcitementexdtement of the athletes now gathered in Atlanta . They have come andandcompetedcompeted .

Some have won medalsmedal$ . All have been enriched in spirit , pride and self-esteemselfesteem-- andand-

lifelong

and-

lifelonglife-longlifelong- memories . Many have assumed important roles of leadership aat! home andand-

elsewh

and-

elsewhereelsewhelsewherere in Alaska .

An activity that produces this kind of benefit deserves our ccontinuingntinuing support .

We salute the World Eskimo and Indian Olympics and the athletes whose deter-

mination

deter-

mination

deterdeter-¬-

mination inspires us all . Good luckluckl !


