
ANCSA amendment to enroll 20 as natives
its taken an act of congress but

20 alaskansalaskasAlaskans are on their way to
becoming enrolled as natives under
the alaska native claims settlement
act

the senate energy committee has
accepted without objection an amend-
ment to ANCSA that would allow the
20 to be enrolled in cook inlet region
inc

ANCSA requires persons to cithereither
demonstrate that theyre cithereither one
fourth native or that the native com-
munity accepts them as natives

the president of the kenai natives
association provided an affidavit
acknowledging such acceptance

but the ANCSA roll was technical-
ly closed since 19811981 so the bureau
of indian affairs blocked the
enrollment

some of the natives then hired an
attorney to negotiate with the interior
department for them when negotia-
tions broke down 13 of the natives
sued the department

then the assistant secretary for in-
dian affairs decided to revoke the

decision to enroll the 20 persons that
decision also prevented them from
enrolling under 1987 ANCSA
amendments

in their responses to the lawsuit
neither CIRI nor the KNA objected to
enrolling the 20 persons but late last
year the KNA board of directors

voted to oppose the enrollment
senson frank murkowski R alaska

offered an amendment to delete all
references to the KNA in the bill
murkowskis amendment also protects
CIRI from having to provide land for
the individuals and to pay retroactive
dividends to them


