Even small villages can have Guard units

by Barbara Crane
Vunatrn Vimes reporier

ANAKTUVUK PASS B
wedther almost sorubbed their flight,
but Alnska Army Notional Guard
pilots brought their Twin Oter
Vhrowgh s mountain pass obscured by
cliouds (o land ot this remiote village
60 males northwest of Fairbanks

Hiss Gordon, mayor of Anakiovuk
Puss, had been imterested Tor some
tme i the possibility of having o N
ol Ciard unit based in his village

Soon Apol 4, Lt Col: Charles Sox
b coimpider of the Giuard's Srd But
tthion, led o delegation of Cuand
b o visit Anaktuvuk Puss

Fhe visitirs were conspicunus in
their Army uniforms as they walked
thenwagh the villoge wnd visited the hocal
Bl

Chaldren shyly ciceled aroumd the
strangers before getting up the nerve
o sk, "What's your mame, Army
Mun™"" und the word quickly sprend
through the village that the visitors
watited  to talk o young men and
waoen abit employiment with the
MNativnal Guard

Sgr Ial Class Duke Robb, u
rectutier, answered guestions abou
jouming the Guard and ook numes ol
thowe who were interested.

Al b meeting in the community
cenler, doxie Wikl Gordon that his
village s small population only
abiwit 250 people — wouldn't kee
them From baving a unit i than s wha
they really wanted

“We have good Guard unitd i
pluces even smaller than Anaktuvuk
Pass,” Sonie said,

L Ced. Juhn fhelpy anywers queestieny from
Mitirhew ”HHH, h'ﬂ, i Grevory Moriv.,

LT R A sy

Anaknnvik Mavor Bass Gorddon, lefi, tatks to Lr. Col. Charles Soxie,

soie fold Grordon that what really
matters iy o community's Jevel of in-
terest, vomotment and suppon

“We can start with  just one
member,” " he said, “*but we'd like 1o
gel together u group of about five peo
ple to get organized here and recruil
the rest.™”

I a village provides a builling for
a i of five Guard members to
train in, the Guard will pay for luel
and electnony. Once 15 soldiers are
recruited, a community becomes eligi:
ble to have its own armory huilding
construcied

T hope we can get o lot of our
young people interested in joining (he
Mationa] Guard, " Gordon old Soxie

Gordon explmined that afier
finishing high school m Anaktuvak
Pass, most people’s opportunities 1o
continue learning and growing are
limited

“But with the Guard, they would
have a chance (o do some traveling and

et somie training, and they shonild take
advantage of that,” he said

Crardon said the extr income would
be more than welcome in his village,

" Subsistence is OK, " he suid, bt
it's pretty hand w0 survive anymore
withowut some cash, ™




