Special subsistence session may be held

by Hep. Elleen P. MacLean

For ihe Tumdra 1o

As the legislative session nears its
conclusion, many bills are sull
available for consideration and some
divisive issues remain vnresolved

Inupiat Paitot
People’s Heritage

OPINION

Fellow Bush Caucus members have

fonned an alllance 10 Increase our
leverage inensuring that various bills
and assues  favorably o impact  our
districts :

Here's an updite on the stistus. of
severs] controversinl bills and issues
thal hisve potental statewide implicy
tions as deliberations intensify during
the: lust week of the legislative session.

Subsistence

Securing subsistence nights s my
top priority this session and a key issue
i the legislature, but | am concerned
thist time s runmng out on - subsistence
s the  legislature  moves  toward
adjournment.

Efforts in the Senate have ground ww
4 halt with no bills moving, In the
House, subsistence bills largely have
been stulled until lust weekend, when
a House bl finally moved out of the

Resources Commmiliee

The House Resources Comunities
udopted Rep, Lyman Hoffman's (1D
Bethel) amendment, incorporating the
measure inlo Rep. George Jacko's (D-
Pedro Bay) constitutional mnendiment

Hoffman's amendment would simp-
Iy allow the state to manage sub-
sistence inagreement with federal lnw

Now the measure resides tn the
House Judiciary Comumitiee, where o
hearing was held recently and various
drafts were debated, bul there was no
action o move any form of the resolu

von from commiites

There may be a special session heldd
shortly alier the regular session wd-
journs 10 address subsisience

[ support u special session because
this 1ssue is (00 crucial o be dealt with
along with unrelated issues, Resoly-
g the subsistence cnsis  should
dominate all of our atenton  and
Cnergy.

Ol Spill Bills

The final oil spill legislation 1o be
acted on by the House this session
passed on reconsideration Wednesday .

M#' 2 _
B S67, requirements for spill con-
tingency plans and demonstrtion of
financial responsibility, is being work-
ed on and revised i the Senate O1l and
s Committee to nuake 1 maore
palatable to Senators,

One key area of concern is the re-
gquirement for Department of En

vironmental Conservahon contingen-
cy plans Tor anshore facilities, in:
cluding exploration wells and produc-
tiom facilities. Language being drafted
wonld ughten those delimtions, allow-
ing for exunple, one contingency plian
10 cover & unitized olfield rather than
requining each separate production
facility in o field o get new contingen-
¢y plans approved

This 15 &8 new authoruy for DEC
Onshore oilfield operations now file
spill prevention plans with Depaniment
of Notural Resources, us part of lease
requirements.

| especially agroe with the develop:
ment of specific contingency plans thl
HB 567 would mandate 1o respond el
ficiently and effectively w mimimize
the mmpact of oil spills. I feel this 15
very needed in Western Alnska and
stnlewide.

| expect this Bill o be returned o
the House floor for concurrence on the
Senate chinges before the legislaure
ndjourns in that there is an indication
that this bl s 0 majority priority
legislation.

5B 15 —
Teacher's Right to Strike Bill

Amid much democratic majority
pressure 1o bring SB 15 1o the House
Moor for a vote, we rurl legisiators
huve agreed to vote with the msjority
on the condition that an amendment 1o
the bill be adopred.

The amendment that I'm working on

There may be a
special session
. . .o address
subsistence.

would allow local districts a way o
of the nght 10 stnke provision, | agree
with local district control of this mat-
ter because the impact of teachers
strking has different effects on rural
arods s opposed W urban centers of
the state

In most rural wreas, childeen par-
teipate and display # vital role in sub-
sistence hunting and fishing, Often,
children must juggle thewr school
schedules with subsistence activities

If a sirike occurred during the school
seuson, classes would huve to be ex-
tended o the summer in order o
muke up for classroom duys missed by
a stnike. This woold greatly interfere
with summertime fishing and hunting
und would place children in a ternible
bind.

What would they do? Go w schoal
o make up classes, or paricipate in
hums which are pecessary tor thewr
survival?

Obviously, survival sctivibes woald
supersede education, and in the end,
our children's education wiuld suffer.

| am developing my smendment 1o
nddress these concerns, which 1 feel
will improve 5B 15.



