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Arctic Slopestope Village of Nuiqsut

Re-SettledReSettledReSettled:-- Village on-
Arctic

onon-
ArcticArctic Slope SpringSpringss UjUj-

By

UU-
ByByBySCOTfSUTHERLANDSCOTT SUTHERLANDSUTHERLAND-

NUIQSUT
;
,

NUIQSUT - WhatWh:1tWh1t: started out as a tiny tent, sitesite-
slightly

site-
slightlyslightly more thanthm: a yeary ar ago has rapidly emerged toto-
become

to-
becomebecome the third largestlalget$ village in the Arctic Slope regionregiollregioll-

and
region-

andand this timetim it looks like it'sits'' here to stay .

Sometime in June , residents of Nuiqsut will mov *.,

into their permanent hornedhomes ,,

ending a year of many hardhard-hard-
shi

hard-
ships

¬-

shipsshi ps .

Located approximately 140140-
miles

140-
milesmiles east of Barrow , villagevillage-
residents

village-
residentsresidents hope'hope' to have comcom-com-
pleted

com-
pleted

¬-

pleted thirty permanpntpermanntpermal1Jf1> thomeshomes ,

a school , post office , hospitalhospital-
and

hospital-
andand a store by the endendofof thethe-
summer

the-
summersummer..

Once a thriving village , thethe-
community

the-
communitycommunity was abandoned inin-
the

in-
thethe winters years'years' ago , becausebecJusebecJuse-
there

because-
therethere was no school.. Now ,

however ., the people are rere-rere-
turning

re-
turning

¬-

turning to Nuiqsut.. In April
1973 Joe Ash departed fromfrom-
Barrow

from-
BarrowBarrow with his wife and fourfour-
children

four-
childrenchildren .

With him , was RaymondRaymond-
Ipalook

Raymond-
IpalookIpalook and his family . TheThe-

meT

The-

metmenmeT) selected the site for thethe-
site

the-
sitesite for the new village on highhigh-

ground
high-

groundground about eight milesffilles upnverupriverupnver-
of

upriver-
ofof the original village . ApAp-Ap-
proximately

¬.-

proximately a month later ,.

eighteen familiesfa 1111 lies came andand-
erected

and-
erectederected tents .

During the winter , conditions

were not easy . ResidentsResidehtsResidents livinyhVl/1ghVl1gIrvinghVl1g-

tn

Irving-

in
/

tnin tents braved 75 milemdemdeperper-per- hourhOllrhOllr-
winds

hour-
windswinds and temperatures dipping "'
to 50 degrees below lCrozerocro . WhenWhen-
school

When-
schoolschool opened in the fallfdll , tentstelltents-
became

tsts-
becamebecame classrooms duringdunng thethe-
day

the-
dayday and homes at nfghtnightn ght..

VillageVilage:! women were teachers .

Supplies are not easy to get , andanand-

expensiveexpensive when available . TheThe-
village

.
village is currently out of dciseldeiseldeisel-
which

deisel-
whichwhich is badly needed to heat -

homes and run equipment thatthat-
is

that-
isis used to build an airstrip .

A boat bought recentlyrecent!}' inin-
Fairbanks

in-
FairbanksFairbanks for $800800$ was returnedreturned-
when

returned-
whenwhen it was discovered that thethe-
cost

the-
costcost of shipping it to NuiqsutNuiqsut-
would

Nuiqsut-
wouldwould be $14441444$ 1444 .

Currently there arearc 200:' 00 rereore-rere-
osidents

re-

sidents
¬-

sidents determined to make thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage their permanent humchonwhomyhonw-
In

homy-

InIn June when their homes a1iia '

completed they will celebraicelebra . .,

withwithaa community Open House .

As plans were being comconscom-
pleted

cons-
pletedpleted , one youngster innocII1noc-II1nocinnoc-II1no-
cenlly

innoc-
ently

¬-

entlyenlly asked , "What'sWhats" '' an opcrOpCIopenopen-

house
'>

house? "

"II"' / Havellave Learned-LearnedLear.ned-Lear.nedLearned-
Eskimo

Lear.ned-
Eskimo

Learned-
Eskimo

. "-
Eskimo People Impress New York Writer

By MICHAEL T.KAUFMANTKAUFMANT . KAUFMANKAUFMAN-
The

KAUFMAN-
TheThe New York TimesTimes-

NEW

Times-

NEWNEW YORK - SometimeSometime-
early

Sometime-
earlyearly in April my editor at TheThe-
New

The-
NewNew York Times , where I workwork-
asas a reporterreporter-askedreporterasked, "asked1asked1lsked"<- ' me if II-

wanted
I-

wantedwanted to go to cover a whalewhale-
hunt

whale-
hunthunt in Point Hope , AlaskaAla ka . ItIt-
seemed

It-
seemedseemed that James Buckley , ourour-
senator

our-
senatorsenator here in New York ,, hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen invited by the village , andand-

my

and-

mymy assignment was to accomaccom-accom-
pany

accom-
pany

¬-

pany him .

I was tremendously excited .

I hadhadnevernever been north of MonMon-Mon-
treal

Mon-
treal

¬-
treal and I could hardly imagineimagine-
aa landscape of endless ice and aa-

night
a-

nightnight of constant sun .
1I mademade-

some
made-

somesome phone calls andandobtainedobtainedobtained-
the

obtained-
thethe veryverycry kind consent of thethe-
Tundra

the-
TundraTundra Times , the senator'ssenatorssenJtor'ssenJtorssenJtor's-
host

senator's-
host

'

host ,, to make the ,. trip..
Now 1I am "backbackback-herebackhere"

a k.herekhere.-here in NewNew-

York
New-

YorkYork . The temperature is inin thethe-
high

the-
highhigh eighties and the traffic jamsjams-
are

jams-
areare fierce . I have been back aa-

little
a-

littlelittle more than a week and yetyet-
in

yet-
inin a wayyvay II am not back at all..
My memories still wander backback-
to

back-
toto the wonderful week IIspentspentspent-
camped

spent-
campedcamped out on the ice of thethe-
Chukchi

the-
ChukchiChukchi Sea with Seymour Tuz-TuzTuz-
royluke

Tuz-
roy'lu

Tuz-
roylukelis

-

roylukeroy'luroyluroylukelis' e , his) family and his crew .

Perhaps the readerseaders( of thethe-
Tundra

the-
TundraTundra Times might bee interest-interestintereste-
p1

interest-
e.d

interest-
eJ

-

ep1e.dedeJ. in my impressions . FirstPirst off ,

1I olightollghtought to Confess, , with somesome-
embarrassment

some-
embarrassmentembarrassment , that before II-

went

I-

wentwent I knew next to nothingnothing-
about

nothing-
aboutabout the Arctic and the life ofof-
the

of-
thethe Eskimos .

Like many , if not most ofof.lI-
s

oflI-
s

of.lIs-

here
.
usus-

herehere in the lower 48 , I1 vaguelyvaguely-

assumed

vaguely-

assumedassumed Eskimos lived in igloos .

In the same vague way I believedbelieved-
the

believed-
thethe Eskimos were similar in theirtheir-
culture

their-
cultureculture to the Indianslndians of thethe-
Southwest

the-
SouthwestSouthwest with whom I hadhad-

s'me
had-

somesomes'mesme( ' minimal contact..
I humbly

'. -. " - -.
.
,;,

. . ,

apologize for my ignorance . II-

know
I-

knowknow now that the differencesdifferences-
among

differences-
amongamong nativesnati'YesnatiYes' peoples are asas-
great

as-
greatgreat and as significant as thosethose-
among

those-
amongamong , say , Frenchmen , GreeksGreeks-
and

Greeks-
andand Englishmen .

Obviously , spending a weekweek-
among

week-
amongamong a people doesdocs not qualifyqualify-
meme as an expert..

I am ( thankthank-
God

thank-
GodGod ) not an anthropologist or aa-
sociologist

a-
sociologistsociologist.. II was not studyingstudying-
my

studying-
mymy hosts .

I was living withwith-
them

with-
themthem . But I am a man and asas-
such

as-
suchsuch I do form impressions ..

The strongest of these had toto-
do

to-
dodo with the cooperative spiritspirit-
that

spirit-
thatthat I observed . NotNot

once waswas-
an

was-
anan angry wordwordspokenspoken . At timestimes-
things

times-
thingsthings were tense and frustrating .

In an incredible drama that 1II-

was
I-

waswas fortunate enough to witness ,
Mr . Tuzroyluke , harpoonedharpoonedaa

bowhead . It was a big one . ButBut-

as

But-

asas his crew wjthwith the help ofof-
another

of-
anotheranother tried to paddle the hugehuge-

beast
huge-

beastbeast to shore , the harpoonharpoon-
worked

harpoon-
workedworked loose and the whale sanksank-
to

sank-
toto the bottom .

If a similar disaster had besetbeset-
the

beset-
thethe people I live and work with ,

there would have been muchmuch-
cursing

much-
cursingcursing and screaming and peopeo-peopeo-
ple

peo-
ple

¬-

ple would try to blame eacheach-

other
each-

otherother.. Out there on the iceice-

there
ice-

therethere were no recriminations .

Instea'dInstead' there was work .
1I hudhadhad-

hoped
had-

hopedhoped to be of some help , butbut-
learned

II-

learnedlearned quickly that I had nonenone-
of

none-
ofof the skills neededneededandand thatthat-
the

that-
thethe best thing I could do waswas-
keep

was-
keepkeep out of the way of thosethose-
who

those-
whowho worked through the nightnight-

to
night-

toto claim the whale from thethe-

Continued

the-

Continued

the-

Continued( Continued on PagPage? 6)6)

EGEGIK MEN SAYSAY-SAYSA-
Y"We

SA ; -
"WeWe" WantWant to Go to Work Now ".
( From Bristol Bay By-LinesByLines- )

EGEGIK - "WeWe" want to gogo-
to

go-
toto work now ,;"' are the wordswords-
coming

words-
comingcoming from 1717strongstrong , able-ableable-
bodied

able-
bodied

able-
bodied

-

bodied men of the village ofof-
Egegik

of-
EgegikEgegik.. The men , listedlistedasas folfol-folfol-
lows

fol-
lows

¬-

lows , have *' given their namesnai'nesnainesnaivesnai'nes-
and

naives-
and ' '

and skills in ananeffort-efforteffort'effort-' to get
themselves-tothemselvestothemselvesto-, work :

George Abalama , Jr . , carpencarpen-carpen-
ter

carpen-
ter

¬-

ter helper ; Tom Alto , cook/cookcooklcook-
laborer

cookl-
laborer

cook-
laborer

/
laborer ; Charles Ivy , TeamsterTeamster-
oror operating engineer ; DickDick-

Dcigh

Dick-

DeighDeighDcigh , TeamsterTearmter or operatingoperatiogoperatiog-
engineer

operating-
engineerengineer ; Gabriel ChernlkoffCliernikoff ,

.
painter ; Morgan Chmiel , laborlabor-labor-
er

labor-
er

¬-

er ; Kenny Chmiel-ChmielC"hmielChmiellaborer
"

-',, laborer ; RobRob-Rob-
ert

Rob-RobRob-
ert

¬- '-

ert Deigh , Teamster or operatingoperating-
engineer

operating-
engineerengineer ; Walter Kelly , CarpenCiupen-CiupenCarpen-Ciupen-
ter

Carpen-
ter

¬-

ter ; Charles Myers, Teamster ,

operating engineer ; Andrew NelNel-NelNel-

SOil

Nel-

son
¬-

sonSOil , Carpenter Helper ; NormanNorman-
Olsen

Norman-
OlsenOlsen ,. laborer ; Demetri Oaks ,

laborer ; George Strom , JrJr.. , laIla-lala-
borer

-

borer ; Joe Takak , Welder oror-
Plumbing

or-
PlumbingPlumbing (after July ) ; EnnisEnnis-
Zharoff

Ennis-
ZharoffZharoff , laborer ; Gabriel Zhar-ZharZhar-
off

Zhar-
off

Zhar-
off

-

off , laborer .

Ordinarily these men wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe busily preparing now for thethe-
fishing

the-
fishingfishing season . HoweverHwever , thisthis-
year

this-
yearyear the cannery in Egegik willwill-

not
will-

notnot operate because there willwill-
be

wil-
lbe'no'be'nobenobe no fishing for sockeye salmslllmstslm-stslmstslm-

on
¬.-

'on .

The men of Egegik say , "WeWe"We-
do

"We-
do

"
do not want welfare. We wantwant-
jobs

want-
jobsjobs ! We want jobs now so thatthat-
we

that-
wewe can , in August , have thethe-
money

the-
moneymoney needed to order grub andand-
food

and-
foodfood for ' next winter for ouroutout-
families

out-
familiesfamilies .".

BagsBa are-packedarepackedaTlpackedaTl -packedpacked- and the menmen-
ready

men-
readyready to go on the Pipeline oror-
other

or-
otherother jobs as soon as they areare-
notified

are-
notifiednotified . I>

Nondalton Natives Resent DistortedDistorted-

Pidure
Distorted-

PiidunePicturePidurePiidunePidureofof Their VillageFrllage
( From Bristol Bay By-LinesByLines- )

NONDALTONNONDAL TON , Alaska - InIn-InIn-
variably

In-
variably

¬-

variably , we are faced with newsnews-news-
paper

news-
paper

¬-

paper reporters who fail to givegive-
aa true picture of our village andand-
the

and-
thetiiethe people and what they reallyreally-
think

really-
thinkthink.. The latestlat st suchsuchreportreportreport-
appeared

report-
appearedappeared in Anchorage DailyDaily-
Times

Daily-
TimesTimes , April 22 , 1974 . TheThe-
story

The-
storystory held infinite errors muchmuch-
of

much-
ofof it based on a film , "NoNo" MoreMore-
Fish

More-
FishFish ,:"' which was shown at thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage school , while otherot her statestate-state-
ments

state-
ments

¬-

ments came from Don NielsenNielsenjNielsenj-

Dillingham
(,

Dillingham host , who is not aa-
native

a-
nativenative of (thehe village . The WashWash-Wash-

ington
*.-

ington visitors remained in thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage one and a quarter hours .

During this time the reporterreporter-
interviewed

reporter-
interviewedinterviewed the Nondalton CoCo-CoCo-

op
Co-

op
¬-

op personnel , sat in on the 4545-
minute

45-
minuteminute filmmm , walked to and fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe airstrip , ten minutes fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe village , yet had time to givegive-

an

give-

anan elaborate account of ourour-
pros

our-
prospros andan cons relative to thethe-
Alaska

the-
AlaskaAlaska pipelinepipel nc hire and acceptaccept-accept-
ance

accept-
ance

¬-

ance , welfarewelf3Te benefits in thethe-
communHy

the-
communitycommunitycommunHy , our economic opop-opop-
portunities

op-
portunities

-¬-

portunities and even our failurefailure-
atat commercial salmon fishing .

It is no\nonotnotrueno \; true that we , NativesNatives-
of

Natives-
ofof this community , decline toto-
york

to-
work\yorkyork\;work on the Alaska pipeline .

Right now wewehaveJiave-havehave- 53 menmen-
ready

men-
readyready , able and willing to go toto-
the

to-
thethe NorthNortb Slope . All we ask isis-

the
is-

thethe nod from the employers thatthat-
we

that-
wewe are needed . Four Off ourour-
youth

our-
youthyouth have already been emem-emem-
ployed

em-
ployed

¬-

ployed . Others are waiting .

We embrace the ' BLM fire-firefire-
fighting

fire-
fighting

fire-
fighting

-
fighting . It has become a means

of livelihood now that BristolBristol-
BayBay commercial fishing is somesome-some-
thing

some-
thing

¬-

thingthingofof the past.. As for welfarewelfare-

money
welfare-

moneymoney being distributed amongamong-
families

among-
familiesfamilies in this community , that ,

my friends , is a lot of "bunkbunk"
.
"

No one receives "welfarewelfare"" " inin-

Nondalton
in-

NondaltonNondalton unless we take intointcinintc-
account

tete-

accountaccount those families that keepkeep-
children

keep-
childrenchildren for attending. schoolschool-
purposes

school-
purposespurposes .

Our 'peoplepeople' believe in work .,

AnyAnyopportunityopportunity , or project ,

that offers us some kind of rere-rere-

imbursement
re-

imbursement
¬-

imbursement cannot go unchalunchal-unchal-
lenged

unchal-
lenged

¬-

lenged . InI n an area , as remotereremote-
from

motemote-
fromfrom a large city as is NondalNondal-Nondal-
ton

Nondal-
ton

¬-

ton , the employment opportuopportu-opportu-
nities

opportu-
nities

¬-

nities are few . Projects , whenw.hwhwhen-
granted

. nn-
grantedgranted , last but two or threethree-
weeks

three-
weeksweeks . Each family member thenthen-
takes

then-
takestakes turn at work in order forfor-
aU

for-
allallaU to be given the opportunityopportunity-
toto earn a few dollars . NeitherNeither-
are

Neither-
areare the salary scales in the vilvil-vilvil-

lages

vil-

lages

¬-

lages to be compared to thosethose-
wa'ges

those-
wageswafceswa'geswages' paid in larger cities . A
19741,9-

74

197-

4

1,9-

74

197-

4,
hourly pay scale of $2.502.50250$2.50-
Continued

$$2.50-
Continued

$2.50-
Continued

.

( Continued on PagePage.-
6

Page-
6.-
6

6.
6

Got Yours ?
"TroopersTroopers" have noticednoticed-

that
noticed-

thatthat many Alaskans havehave-
failed

have-
failedfailed to put their 1974 tagstags-
on

tags-
onon their license plates , and

.-
the

t-
he.
the.the-

deadline
the-

deadlinedeadline for this was May 313131..

Drivers are reminded thatthat-
they

that-
theythey are subject to citationcitation-
for

citation-
forfor driving with expiredexpired-
plates

expired-
platesplates ," Public Safety ComCom-Com-
missioner

Com-
missioner

¬-

missioner Pat Wellington saidsaid-
last

said-
lastlast week .


